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PREFACE. 

T  Believe  it  may  be  proper  here  to  in  • 
A  form  the  reader,  that  I  have  not  been  fo- 
licitous  in  fixing  any  particular  arrangement 
of  the  Parables  in  the  following  difcourfes, 
I  have  not,  however,  been  wholly  inattentive 
to  this  circumftance,  nor  treated  them  in  a 
confufed  irregular  fucceffiqn,  which  might 
have,  in  fome  degree,  marred  their  beauty 
4nd  ufefulnefs,  I  have  endeavoured  to  clafs 
them  according  to  the  nature  of  the  fubjeds, 
or  pointy  of  infiructipn,  which  they  intended, 
to  illuftrate,  In  this  view,  the  Parables  may 
be  naturally  comprehended  under  the  fol- 
lowing general  heads, 

!•  Such  as  relate  to  the  nature  and  pro- 
grefs  of  thegofpel-difpenfation,  together  with 
the  oppofition  it  fhould  meet  with  from  the 
malice  of  Satan,  and  from  the  folly  and  per- 
Yerfenqf§  of  roa,nkind.  Under  this  head,  the 
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parable  of  the  Sower,  and  that  of  the  Tares, 
with  many  of  the  leffer  parables,  are  natural" 
\j  ranged, 

2.  Such  as  have  for  th^ir  obje£t  the  re- 
jeftion  of  the  Jews,  and  the  calling  of  the 
Gentiles — events  that  had  an  evident  connec- 
tion with  the  fubjed  of  the  former.  Under 
this  general  head,  are  comprifed  the  parables 
of  the  Murmuring  Labourers,  the  Crad  and 
Unjuft  Husband-man,  the  Barren  Fig-tree^i 
and  the  Marriage  Feaft. 

3.  Such  as  are  diredly  intended  to  con- 
vey moral  and  religious  inftru£tions  for  re- 
gulating our  temper  and  condad,  Jwhich  are 
by  far  the  greater  part  of^the  parables.  Thefe 
may  be  fubdividcd  into  two  branches,  viz. 

•  fuch  as  are  defigned  to  illuftrate  fome  im-. 
portant  truth,  or  to  inculcate  fome  indif- 
penfablc  duty  of  religion.  Under  this  clafs, 
are  contained  the  parables  of  the  Good  Sama- 
ritan, the  Generous  Mafter  and  Unforgiving^ 
fervant,  the  Unjuft  Steward,  the  Rich  Man 
and  Lazarus.  Again,  fuch'  as  are  of  largfef  ex- 
tent, and  deliver  fome  general  lefTons  of  wiP^ 
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dom  and  piety,  without  being  confined  to  one 
particular  view.  The  parables  of  the  Ten  . 
Virgins,  the  Talents,  the  Prodigal  Son,  and 
th^tof  the  Loft  Sheep,  and  loft  piece  of  filver 
conjoined  with  it— the  Unjuft  Judge  and  Un- 
fortuiiate  Widow,  the  Pharifee  and  Publi- 
can—all thefe  may  be  properly  ranged  un- 
der the  fecoud  branch^ 

It  may  naturally  be  expeded,  that  I  fliould 
affign  forae  reafon  why  the  (horter  parables^ 
and  particularly  thofe  beautiful  ones  that 
follow  the  parables  of  the  fower,  arid  of  the 
tares  in  the  1 3th  Chap*  of  Matthew,  are  not 
fpparately  confidered,  but  only  occafionally 
touched  on  ia  the  following  difcourfes.  The 
general  reafon  is,  that  they  did  not  fcem  to  fall 
fo  properly  within  the  compafs  of  my  origi- 
nal plan-,  nor  to  be  fufceptible  of  the  fame  kind 
of  illuftration»  as  the  larger  parables.  The 
word  parable  is  often  ufed  in  fcripture  in  a 
general  fenfe,  and  applied  to  fliort  fayings 
orapiiorifms  full  offentiment,  and  expreflfed 
in  a  figurative  and  proverbial  manner.  We. 
freqwaiiy  find  la  sm  Saviour-^s  difcourfes, 
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com  pari  fons  which  are  fliort  and  lively,  ha- 
ving a  beautiful  tendency  to  illufirslte  his  ar- 
gument, and  to  place  it  in  a  more  eafy  and  fa- 
miliar point  of  light.    But  thefe  are  not  Pa- 
rables in  the  fame  fenfe  with  the  larger  and 
longer  narratives  of  the  figurative  kind,  to 
which'that  appellation  more  properly  belongs.  ■ 
A  parable,  ftridly  jfo  Called,  i$  a  continued 
comparifon,  or  extended  fimilitude,  in  which 
objeds  of  a  moral  and  fpiritual  nature  are 
reprefented  by  images  or  examples  drawn 
from  things  fenfible,  and  from  the  occur- 
rences of  this  prefent  life.   In  the  former, 
refemblance,    like  a  fimple  metaphor,  hits 
only  in  one   fingle    point   or  circum- 
fiance,  and,  if  extended  beyond  that,  the 
beauty  and  propriety  of  the  whole  is  loft, 
and  it  beomes  an  abfurd  and  puerile  abufe 
of  metaphor.    In  the  latter,  the  fimilitude 
may  be  traced  thro' all  the  circumftances,  ex- 
cept fuch  as  are  added  to  render  the  narrative 
confiftent  and  complete.    Even  thefe  leffer 
circumftances  are  not  merely  adventitious,  but 
fo  far  connefted  with  the  moral  of  the  para- 
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ble,  as  to  heighten  the  colouring  and  expref- 
fion  in  thofe  greater  and  moreeflential  circum-* 
ftances,  where  the  fimilitude  is  chiefly  to  be 
marked.  This  will  fuggeft  the  reafon  why 
I  have  chofen  to  intitle  the  following  dif- 
courfesa  Delineation^  rather  than  a  general 
explication  of  our  Saviour's  parables  ;  be- 
caufe,  although  the  fimple  metaphor,  in  the 
fliorter  parables,  may  be  explained,  and  the 
particular  point  of  relenblance  illuftrated  with 
propriety,  yet  they  are  not  fo  fufccptible,  or 
rather  are  incapable  of  a  particular  delinea- 
tion, on  account  of  the  paucity  of  circumftan- 
ces  that  belong  to  them. 

To  conclude,  if  the  Author's  attempt  to 
illuftrate,  in  this  manner,  the  parables  of 
the  gofpel,  ftiall  excite  a  fpirit  of  inquiry  in- 
to the  Sacred  Writings,  or  fuggeft  ufeful  in- 
ftrudion  to  any,  he  will  count  himfelf  happy. 
In  all  events,  he  has  the  fatisfa<^lion  of  think- 
ing, that,  in  this  ftudy,  he  hath  been  employ- 
ed in  a  way  fuitable  to  his  profeffion,  and 
improving  to  himfelf. 
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O  N 

J*ARABLES,   and  ALLEGOR'tCAt  WRi-' 

TINGS  in  General. 


i^£FORE  *wc  enter  upon  a  particular  iiftrflta- 
J  tion  of  our  .Saviour^s  parabtes,  it  rmj  nol 
be  improper  briefly  ta  explada  the  nature  and 
cjrcdlency  of  this  method  g£  comicjiag  jnoral' 
and  religious  inftrudion* 

Puhhc  inftrudlors  have  eiixployed  two  ways  of 
comviunicati&g  ,  knowledge  to  mankind  j  th$ 
plain  or  dired,  and  the  figurative  or  allegoricaL 
Our  Saviour  fometimes  ufes  the  one,  and  fome- 
times  the  others  He  began  his  miniftry  with  his 
fermon  on  the  Mount,  the  greatefl:  part  of  which 
is  delivered  in  the  direft  manner :  But,  on  other 
occafions,  he  generally  recommended  truth,  or 
enforced  duty,  in  the  allegorical  method  of  para-^ 
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Mes*  'Both  i3aAk  methods  :of  mftrudion  have 
their  peculiar  advantages.  The  plain  or  dire^ 
manner  is  tucd  adapted  to  ftatutes  .and  pirblic 
law  5  but,  when  the  ignorant  are  to  be  inftruc- 
ted,  and  the  heart  is  to  be  gained,  the  figurative 
method  is  employed  with  the  greatdft  propriety 
andfucccfs. 

The  .art  of  reafoning  was  little  known  or  prac^ 
tifed  in  th^ (earlier  ages  of  the  world.  In  thofe 
primHive  tiines,  men  were  iiifbufied  chiefly  by 
figns  and  hicrogfyphidcs ;  and,  before  their  ininds 
were  converfant  in  matters  of  Tubtlety  and  fpeca^ 
lation^  all  ipftrudion  abounded  with  parable  and 
fable,  fimile  and  eomparifon.  The  oldeft  fables 
m  jr.ccord  arp  ^tf^bt  found  in  the  facrcd  fcriptuixs, 
which  afford^  -indeed,  Bot  cnly  the  naoft  ancitnt| 
'b)K  atfo  the  moft  excdknt  modek  in  every  kitt4 
of  compofition.  The  para!blc  of  Jc/tham  to  tlvt 
men  of  Shechem,  during  the  adininiftration  of 
the  judges  ^ :  The  parables  of  Nathan  f ,  and  of  the 
weman  of  Tekoah  in  the  reign  of  David  j  and 
thtt  of  t^  tbifile  and  cedar  in  Lebanon  by  Je« 
hoaft  king,  of  Ifrael  %  are  fuffident  .  proofs  of  the 

antiquity 
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antiquity  as  well  as  ufcfulnefs  of  this  mode  of  in*! 
ftruSion 

A  parable  f  may  be  founded  on  a  true  or  2^ 

probable 

*  The  figurative  method  of  communicating  knowledge 
f»as  much  in  ufe  among  the  ancients,  efpecially  among 
the  eaftern  nations,  and  particularly  the  Syrians,  JewSj 
and  Arabians.    St  Jerom  fays,  '  Familiare  eft  Syris,  ct 

*  maxime  Paleftinis,  ad  omnem  fermonem  parabolas  jua- 

*  gere So  that  our  Saviour,  in  this  method  of  teachingj, 
accommodated  himfelf  to  the  tafte  of  the  people  among 
whom  he  lived  and  converled.  ,  From  thcfc  eaftern  na- 
tions it  paffed  into  Greece,  where  it  was  long  in  high 
reputation  j  and  by  that  channel  into  Rome,  The  fables 
of  ^fop  and  Phxdrus  have  been  juftly  admired  in  aH 
ages:  And  it  is  well  known  that  Menenius  Agrippa  ap^ 
peafed  a  tumult  of  the  people,  and  prevailed  upon  them 
to  return  to  the  city»  which^Vii'dlfcontent  Ut<their  magi- 
ftrates,  they  had  left,  by  relating  to  then?  «n  a'ppofite  pa- 
rable, or  apologue,  concerning  a  war  raifed  by  the  feveral 
members  of  the  body  againft  the  ftomach.  The  apoftle 
Paul,  in  allufion  to  the  fame  figure,  recommends  union 
and  concord  among  Chriftian^,  in  that  beautiful  paflagc 
of  his  firftepiftfe  to  the  Corinthians,  chap.  xii.  12.-T-22.  • 

f  The  two  oi*iginal  words  TM^x/io/in  and  s-«(«f/Ki«,  are 
toth  rendered  by  our  tranflators  by  the  word  parable  s. 
the  firft  always  fo,  the  laft  fometimes  by  the  word  /re* 
Tetf0fi9?<n  is  derived  from  a  verb  which  fignifies  ta 
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probable  ftory,  or  on  one  wholly  fi£ijtious.  The 
mod  ancient  recorded  in  fcripture  are  of  the  lat- 
ter  fort ;  but  the  parables  of  our  Saviour  are  of 
the  former.  Some  diftinguifh  the  figurative  Idnd 
of  compofition  into  three  different  fpecies,  viz. 
parable,  allegory,  and  apologue.  A  parable, 
though  it  be  a  mere  fidion,  muft  yet  be  fuch  a 
fifkion  as  is  probable,  or,  at  lead,  as  may  poflibly 
be  true.  An  allegory  is  a  difcourfe  by  which  a 
different  fenfe  is  conveyed  from  what  is  dircdly 
-c^reffed  by  the  words.  The  peculiar  province 
<^  an  apologue  or  fable,  is  to  fji^late  things  and 
events  imppilible  in  their  nature,  fuch  as  the  con« 
yerfation  of  trees,  and  the  dlfcourfcs  of  irratio* 
nal  ani^mals,  which  may,  neverthelefs,  convey  ex* 
cellent  moral  inflru&ion.  But,  without  entering 
into  fuch  nice  difquifitions,  I  ihall  content  myfelf 
with  making  a  few  obfervations  upon  the  various 

B  ufes 

compare  things  together :  And 'the  other  word  ts  made 
tiie  of  as  fignifying  any  wife  fentence  or  inftrudion,  de- 
livered in  a  doncife  or  proverbial  manner^  and  in  which  a 
^  comparifoh  is  generally  included,  though  the  true  mean- 
ing may  not»  at  firft  hearing,  be  obvious,  but  rather 
fomewfaat  obfcure.  (See  John  zvi.  25.)  But,  as  the  aim  of 
both  is  the  fame,  the  tranllators  ufually  render  it  alfoj^^ 
parable./ 
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ufc's  and  advantages  peculiar  \6  this  frtcthod  of 
conveying  moral  and  religious  inftruftibh,  with 
a  partrcubr  reference  to  the  "parables  of  th'c  gof- 
pcl ;  after  which,  I  fliail  point  out  their  diftin- 
guiftiing  cxceiieiicie's  above  the  GVeek  ind  Ro- 
man fables  of  antiquity. 

The  advantages  of  th\t  method  of  inftrtiflibn 
arefo  obvious  that  they  need  not  ittiich  illu!lratioh^ 
When  comparifbhs  are  taken  frotii  tjbjeds 
known  and  familiar  to  iHc  mind,  moral  and  di* 
vine  things  come  to  bfe  mort  eafily  cottipretiehd- 
cd,  and  the  imprtflion  taade  dn  the  hdtrt  is  both 
llrbnger  iand  ttibre  latting  ^.   It  hais  i  tcndeticyi 

in 

•  Moral  inHrudlion,  in  general,  is  rtot  fo  likely  to  gaia 
eafy  entrance  into  the  mind,  when  delivered  in  afcrmal 
$ind  didadlic  fnanner,  but  needs  all  the  ornaments  of  com- 
pofition,  all  the  art  of  parable  and  fable  to  recommend  if« 
Quindilian,  that  jadicicus  critic  and  inftruftor  of  jouth, 
6bferves  concerning  fable,  (lib.  5.  cap.  2.)  «  Illae  quo- 
'  que  fabulae,  quae,  etiamfi  origipcm  non  ab  ^fopo  aq- 

*  ceperunt,  (nam  videtur  egrum  primus  autor  Hefiodus), 

*  nomine  tamen  ^fopi  maxime  celebrantur,  ducere  ani- 

*  mcs  fplent,  praecipue  rufticorum  et  imperitorum;  qui 
<  et  fjmplicius  quae  fi^a  iunt  audiunt,  et  capti  voluptate 

.•^facile  lis  quibus  dcle<lantur  confcpdunt/  And,  fays 
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4n,a  peculiar  mannei:,  to  opca  and  enlarge  our 
faculties,  in  fo  much  that  ^e  may  be  iaid  to  in- 
kri^Qt,  ojurfelves,  rather  than  to  receive  inftrudioa 
from^  pthers. 

Bf  fides,  another  peculiar  advantage  of  parable 
is,  that  it  feizes  us  by  furprife,  without  giving 
the  alarm  to  our  prejudices  and  pailions.  It  iias 
been  already  obferved,  that  parabolical  inltruc- 
tipfji,  was  particularly  fuited  to  the  liril  and  uii- 
cujrivated  ftate  of  fpciety,  before  the  minds  of 
men  could  enter  into  abftraft  rcafoning  and  ar- 
gumentation. With  fingular  propriety,  there- 
fore, did  our  Saviour  ufe  this,  method  of  inftruc- 
tion,  to  rcprefent  fpiritual  things  by  eafy  fiinili- 
tudes  to  his  iijfan^  cljurch  ^. 

The 

Fkiedrjis*  who  excelled  In  this  Tpecies  of  coippofmon^ 

i|ieakiog  of  the  fame.  Greek  fabuUft, 

  fervitus  obnoxia 

^  Quia  quae  volebat  noa  audebat  dicere, 
•  Adfe^us  proprios  in  fabellas  traaliulit^ 
f  Calumniamqu^  fidis  eluiit  jocis,' 

Frologue^to  book  3^ 

•  The.  ipoft,  JfQcic^t.  apd  celebrated  wrj(;crs.  on  life  and 
manners  h^ve  all  found  ic.re.qui(jte  to  make  ufe  of  parabU 
GT.h^lc,  in  order  to  gain  attention,  and  a  favourable  re- 
ception 


{  I*  ^ 


The  actdmraodating  of  inftrudion  to  the  dif- 
ferent capacities  and  diQK){tt}on$  of  men,  has 
been  always  looked  upon  as  a  mark  of  true  wif- 
dom  in  every  public  teacher.   Hence  the  apoftle 

Paul, 

cepti'on  from  mankind.   For  this  reafon,  Ariftotle  gi^etv 
poetry,  efpecially  dramatic  poetry,  the  preference  to  hif- 
tory,  as  better  difplaying  the  truth  of  charaders»  and  ex- 
hibiting a  jufter  portraU  of  human  nature.  <  In  (me  y'lt^j^ 
iays  the  late  ingenious  Dr  Hunter,  *  fht  epic  poem  of 

*  ikt  ancients  may  be  ranged  in  this  clafs.  It  was  always 

<  founded  oik  a  true  dory,  or  a  probable  one.  Hnmaa 

*  charaders  and  a&ions  were  drawn  at  fuU  length,  nob 

*  mei^ly  for  amufement,  but  inftrudion.   The  epic  poets 

<  may  be  looked  upon  as  refined  preachers  of  morality  ia 

<  the  pagan  world.  Without  diredly  lalhing  thelites, 

*  the  fatyrifts  afterwards  did,  they  chofe  rather  to  liold 

*  out  their  compoiitions  as  a  ibrt  of  mirror,  in  which  mea 

*  might  fee  their  faults  by  refledion,  and  be  prompted  t6 
«  amend  them.'  See  obfervations,  &c.  vol.  f.p.  199.  fit 
Ihort,  not  only  the  fables  of  Phaedrus  and  i£fbp,  already 
mentioned,  but  the  writings  of  Homef*  and  Virgil,  the 
tablature  of  Cebes,  the  vifion  of  Mirzah,  and  all  the  moft 
elegant  pictures  of  life  and  manners,  in  ancient  and 
moderii  times,  'ma)r  be  comprifed  under  the  general  de- 
nominatioi^  of  fable  or  parable^  either  of  a  more  limited^ 
or  of  a  more  extenfive  kind.  Acco^ingly,  we  Bnd  the. 
tloman  poet  aad  critic  thus  fpeaktAg  of  Corner. 

/Qui 
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Bilbly  ibHMi^  tl6  the  church  of  Corinth^  lays  % 

<  I  have  fied  yoa  with  mUk  and  not  widi  meac| 

<  for  Udicrto  ye  were  not  able  to  hcit  it,  neiibeir 
*  ytt  titow  are  ye  able/   While  our  blcffed  S** 
vidur  fpdke  m  the  multitude  in  parables,  he  ua-  * 
folded  their  im|>ortani  meaning  to  his  apoftkt 
ki  priviite  tsonverfatioui   <  Unto  you/  txfB  he 

^  it  k  given  to  know  the  myfteries  of  the  king* 

<  dbUi  of  Heavteta,  but  to  them  tt  is  liot  given/ 
He  kmeiw  the  Jews  weire  not  in  a  pr<^  difpofi^ 
don  to  tc66ivt  his  difcourfes  concerning  the  taatUrb 
ittd  fiid:e&  of  the  g6T|[)(dwiirpenlatSbn.  He  fpoke, 
therefore,  to  them  of  thefe  things  at  firft  in  pa* 
rabies,  and  gradtfafly  revealed  them  in  plainer 
langin^^  as  thc*y  were^able  to  beat*  the  difcovtty* 
jfticctirdftig^  «6  thW  f4i£A  of  commihiicating  ftligi« 
Otis  l^ti^ledge,  the  lages  of  antiquity  always  pro« 

ceeded 

«  Qoh  quod  fit  polchrum,  qoid  Wpt ;  quid  utUe,  quii 
Bon, 

Planitts  ac  meltut  Chryfippo  et  Crantore  dicit— — 

*  Fabula,  qua  Paridis  propter  narratur  amorem 

*  braecia  Barbariae  lento  c«nfifa  duello.  Sec.' 

Hor.  lib.  I.  ep.  a.  ad  LoUiuob 
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jcee^ed  in  tiaiiiing  up  theb  difiripfes.^*  The 
^otdhner  poboM  of  do&xmc  they  ^2q>lame(ionl}r 
(A  advanced  khohx$^  vbo  had  beco  foe  fame 
iftthe  feal)it  pf  purijfying  theiR  p?^p?,by 
p-ewu^  dtfcip^nc^  ^  can  nipipa:/-  feys  a 
.iK)Me  author,  *  4^  more  iijjuny  to,  truth-,  than  by 
\%  dtfcaycripg  tt)p,i?3]uch  of  ifc  i^ppa  c^t^ia  opgar 

fions.  It  ^  th^  femp  wijih^  qivJcrftandiqgsi  as 
^  with  cyiWri  Tp  figiph  of  a  ccrt^ai^  fi;z?  apid,  wake,^ 

juft  fp  mvfU  ljgl».t  i^cffafy;a;idi»p,  iRorft: 
f»  T^t^q:.  ip,  bexpn4  thaf.  br;ii^^4arkjac&  an4 
I,  ?pnf#fton*   Ijl;  ift  i;ca},  huinanity  and.  kipfiiwfs 

tp^hj^  fti;ofjg  Vfut^^.ffpifj.tsn^r  eyes;  and  ta 
.  %  dft  thfft  by  a  pl?afep)ti  anifif^mcn^;,  is  cafiqt  aijd 
.^  ^vilfi^,  thaij,l?)taharifr  4i^9ial>or,  rpina^k^blp 

TcipTs^'^  Iftr  a,  w4>  ^VP  ppppfttc  cDds 

*  Plato,  that  great  mafter  in  this  fpecies  of  philofo* 
phy,  infifts  on  the  utility  of  making  a  pAper  feledion  of 
ifiibies  for  the  inftru^ion  of  youth.  He  banifhes  Homer 
from  his  republic«  becaufe  bis  fables  concerning  the  ^ods, 
and  a  future  ftate,  were  not  of  a  proper  kind,  nor  calcu- 
lated to  infpire  ypun^  people  with  juft  and  worthy  fen- 
timents;  and  be  particularly  recommends  it  to  mothers 
*and  nurfes,  to  inculcate  only  fuch  as  have  the  moft.  direct 
tendency  (9  ^  ^  Pj^Qf 

tirtue. 
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dcphm  tod  illtiftiite,  Mt  affo  fo  cohcfeal  itiff 
cover ;  To  ttit^  our  SaVidur  ci^Vcffes  it,  Sidfe 
only  who  likfrc  *  eyfcs  to  Tee  V  ini  Vhb  HAVfe^ 
'*  eafrt  ^o  hear/  fern  hcai:  iAd  lindferftand; 
rtfiilltkirt,  Bo^evcri  irnkgaiCj  thiit  biir  Idhl  ^ 
tcred  any  of  his  pifiUcs  tvTth  i  dicfigtt  that  tlfcf 
ftdufd  tontiiiuc  dlwiys  dbrcifre.  He  llad  nb  JB-' 
c?rrt  dodrfncs  Mich  Were  to  tc  coitihiunicilStt 
only  to  a  fe^,  arid  to  be  KWcn  from  the  UuflB 
of  tnaiiHira.  His  delivering  '^M  hb  talfe  *  tftg 
«  myfterics  of  t!le  idir^dbto  6f  Hcavcft  f /  in  pii 
rtiblc's  to  ilfe  niullittidci  \fr\ere  ttdt  fettcd 
havitfg  theiQ  dt)d4ed  tip  i^  moife  IditeSa  ittd  fejti 
pBcit  *ray,  wtifold  liittiraliy  fcrvc  'to  excite  tHfelf 
octriofity,  to  quJcictft  tftcif  mehtibiii  afad  b  pvi 
t)icrti  opoh  a  tiioife  dili^ht  featch  ihto  the  ttieiii- 
ing  arid  'Acfign  j)f  theta.  In  tM  cafe,  if  th^Jr 
)^a(d  apidid^%  liirii  tb  csplaift^  theril,  be  WoUld 
'n6  douk  iii^e  doile  it,  its  He  diii  to  his  difcijjfti^* 
Tor  we  are  exprefely  told  Iii  Mark's  gofpei  j,  'tl^f, 

*  'ttircn  he  iiirks  alone,  they  ttiat  '^ireirc  ibout  hiiri, 

*  innth  'ihc  Vwclve,  alkcA  hiaA  dip  th'e  parable  ':' 
iTot  only    the  twelvcj'  Tbut  *  they  thai  were  a- 

*  Matth.  xiii.  16.      f  lb.  t.  ii.     4  Mark  ir.  10. 


•  bobt  hiA  f  •  e»  Aicb  pf  tbe  people  as  were  ^(^ 
polpd  to  learn  came  to  him,  and  ai^ed  the  mean- 
ing pf  thf  parabte,  which,  in  compliancy  with 
4ihfar  requeft,  he  immediately  ezp^ined. 

Again^  the  infirmities  of  his  own  difcipljcs,  as 
veil  as  the  inveterate  prejudices  pf  the  Jews,  ten-* 
4ered  it  highly  ezpe4ient  for  our  Saviour  to 
^peak  oi  the  rapid  progrefs  of  his  religion  in  the 
language  of  parable.  When  we  confider  the 
qieannefi  of  the  inftruments  deftined  by  diyincf 
providence  to  carry  on  the  arduous  work^  and  . 
their  unfitn^s,  either  in  point  of  natural  or  ac« 
^ired  abilities,  fpr  fuch  an  important  fcryice,  it 
will  appesur  probable,  that,  had  he  plainly  foretold 
^e  amazing  progrefs  of  his  religion^  and  its  firm 
fftablifliment  at  length,  notwithftanding  the  vio* 
lent  oppofition  it  was  to  meet  with,  his  prophecy 
would  have  been  treated  with  derifion  by  his 
^emieSy  and  even  received  with^ffidence,  if 
|ipt  incredulity,  by  his  friends.  It  was  neceflary^ 
therefore,  to  give  a  check  to  the  infolence  of  the 
oiie^  and  to  prevent  the  defpondency  pf  the  othec. 
With  this  view,  he  very  early  delivered  feverafl 
Ihort,  but  fignificant  parables,  which  indire£ll]r 
infmi)ate,  that  his  religion,  fo  feeble  and  unpro* 
xnifing  in  its  beginnings,  fliould  flouriih  and  tri«  * 

uoftph^ 
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Qtnpb,  at  laft,  over  all  oppofuion  lliey  rc- 
prefent  this  as  an  event,  in  fomc  rcfpefts  analo- 
gous to  the  courfe  of  nature  in  the  produdions 
of  the  vegetable  world ;  and  which  could  ,not, 
therefore,  be  juftly  deemed  either  impoffible  or 
incredible. 

Farther,  this  mode  of  inftrudion  by  parables 
is  not  only  bed  adapted  to  the  lowcft  capacities, 
but  is  of  great  ufc  to  communicate  offenfivc 
truths  in  the  Icaft  difagreeable  manner  ;  particu- 
larly, to  convey  feafonable  admonition  and  re- 
proof the  perverfe  and  refraftory  with  better 
effed,  than  by  open  rebuke,  or  undifguifed  con- 
tradidion.  Open  and  direft  cenfure  is,  in  many 
cafes,  improper,  and  rather  hurtful  than  benefi- 
cial :  Pew  are  able  to  bear  it ;  and  therefore 
wife  men,  in  all  ages,  have  had  recourfe  to  pa- 
rable with  great  fuccefs.  A  Veil  adapted  pa- 
rable, by  i%5nce  opening  and  hiding  the  truth, 
makes  tlic  guilty  feel  the  fmart  of  tlie  reproof, 
before  they  perceive  the  defign ;  or  rather,  makes 
them  reprove  themfelves,  by  an  immediate  ap- 
plication of  it  to  their  own  condufl:.  Thus,  the 
prophet  Nathan,  by  an  appofite  parable  j-,  re- 
4  C  proved 

*  Mark  iv.  26.  &c.  lb.  iv,  30.  &c.    f  2  Sam.  xli,  i — 7. 
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proved  king  David  without  offending  him  j  and, 
when  he  had  led  hiin  to  pafs  judgement  againft 
himfelf,  had  only  to  tell  him,  '  thou  art  the 
f  man  Of  this  kind  are  many  of  our  Savi- 
our's parables,  in  which  he  fliews  himfelf  at  once 
an  excellent  inftruSor,  and  a  wife  reprover.  And 
accordingly,  we  find,  that  his  parables  of  reproof 
feldom  failed  to  make  an  immediate  imprelGon 
of  one  kind  or  other,  upon  thofe  to  whom  they 
were  addreffcd.  For  a  fimilar  reafon,  he  chofc 
to  clothe  his  prediftions  concerning  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Jews,  and  their  rejeftion  froft  being 
the  peculiar  people  of  God,  in  the  drefs  of  pa- 
rables, as  the  leaft  oflfcnfive  way  of  communica- 
ting fo  unwelcome  a  difcovery.  He  intended 
they  flioulci  be  explained  by  the  events  them- 
felves,  which  were  foon  to  take  place,  and  would  . 
afford  an  additional  and  flanding  proof  of  his 
divine  miffion.  ^ 

Another  advantage  of  figurative  and  paraboli- 
cal inflruftion  is,  that  it  is  more  eafily  remember- 
ed, and  cuicu'atcd  to  make  a  deeper  imprefSon 
upon  the  mind,  than  any  other  method.  Though 

the 


♦  .1  >  routato  nomine,  de  te 
Fabula  narratur. 


Hor«  Sat«  i« 
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the  meaning  and  import  of  a  parable  may  not  at 
firft  be  comprehended  by  the  hearers,  yet  after- 
wards, upon  a  calm  reflcftion,  they  may  be  led 
to  a  clear  undcrftanding,  and  to  a  juft  application 
of  it.  Inftances  of  this  kind  alfo  will  occur  in 
confidering  the  parables  ot  our  Saviour.  Such 
perfons  as  came  to  hear  him  with  a  defign  to  find 
fault  with  his  doftrine  or  conduQ,  would  natu- 
rally be  lefs  irriuted  when  he  fpol^e  to  them  in 
parables,  which  they  did  not  at  lirft  underftand, 
than  if  he  had  driven  them  from  him  by  open 
and  feverc  reproof:  Yet  thofc  very  peifons 
might  afterwards,  when  their  prtjudiccs  were  a 
little  abatedj  draw  very  ufeful  initruftions  from 
fuch  parables*  Thus,  the  parable  of  the  humane 
and  tender  hearted  Samaritan  is  peculiarly  ex- 
cellent, both  as  to  the  importance  of  the  duty 
which  it  recommends,  and  the  delicacy  of  the 
reproof  which  it  contains.  The  force  and  con- 
vi£tiori  which  this  kind  of  iufLruclion  carries 
with  it,  is  (Iriking  and  irrefiflible. 

Having  premifcd  thefe  obft:rvaticrs  on  parables 
in  general,  1  lhall  fubjoin  a  few  remarks  on  the 
diftinguifliing  excellencies  of  our  Sa\iciir's  pa- 
rables, compared  with  the  mofl  celebrated  fables 
of  antiquity. 

1.  Our 


(     20  ) 

I.  Our  Saviour's  parables  are  diftingulflicd 
by  a  dignity  of  fcntiment,  and  a  fimplicky  of  cx- 
prcfliori,  perfcdiy  becoming  the  purity  and  ex- 
cellence of  that  religion  which  he  came  to  efla- 
blilh.  'I  he  whole  fyftcm  of  heathen  mythology 
was  the  invention  df  the  poets  j  a  mere  farrago 
of  childilh  and  romantic  ftories,  chiefly  calculated 
to  amufe  the  vulgar.  As  the  far  greater  part  of 
their  fables  and  allegories  are  founded  on  this 
fiftitious  hiRory  of  the  gods,  fo  they  were  plain* 
ly  fubfcrvicnt  to  the  fupport  of  that  fyftcm  of  i- 
dolatry  and  polytheifm  which  the  gofpel  was  de<» 
(igned  to  overthrow.  If  any  fccrct  meaning  was 
conveyed  under  thcfe  allegorical  rcprefentations, 
(which  feems,  however,  to  be  very  doubtful),  it 
was  at  any  rate  too  refined  and  philofophical  to  be 
tindcrftoodby  the  common  people,  whofc  religious 
knowledge  and  belief  extended  no  farther  than 
the  literal  fenfe  of  the  words.  The  moral  i^- 
ftruflion,  if  any  was  intended,  behoved  to  be 
dug  put  of  the  rubbifh  of  poetical  images,  and 
fuperftitious  conceits.  And,  as  thefe  were  found- 
ed on  a  falfe  fyftem  of  the  univcrfe,  and  un- 
worthy fcntimtnts  of  God,  andh'.s  moral  govern- 
ment, they  could  never  contribute  to  the  religi- 
ous improvement,  of  mankind,  either  in  know- 
ledge 
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ledge  or  in  practice.  Let  any  mai>  of  true  taibfi 
and  judgement  compare  the  abftrufi?  allegories 
pf  Pl^tOy  or  the  monftrous  ^bles  of  the  Jewifh 
Talmuds,  with  the  parables  of  our  bleOed  Savi- 
;oiir,  he  wi)l  be  at  no  lofs  which  to  prefer  j  while, 
tired  and  difgufted  with  the  one^  be  will  be  {truck 
with  admiration  at  the  b^Uty,  elegance,  and 
pjjopricty  of  the  other. 

2.  The  parables  of  Jefus  far  excel  the  &bles 
of  antiquity  in  cicamefs  and  perfpicuity,  which 
piadc  them  remarkably  fit  for  the  inftrudion  of 
the  ignorant  and  prejudiced,  for  whom  they 
were  originally  defigned.  Our  Saviour's  images 
and  allufions  are  not  pnly  taken  from  nature, 
but  efpccially  from  thof?  obje£ls  and  occurren- 
ces whieh  are  moft  familiar  tc  our  obfervation 
and  experience,  It  requires  no  laborious  fearch^ 
no  ftrctch  of  imagination,  to  difcovcr  his  mean* 
ing,  in  all  cafes  where  he  intended  inftrudion  or 
reproof,  as  appears  evident  from  the  impreflions 
immediately  produced  on  the  minds  of  bis  hear- 
ers, accoiding  to  their  different  tempers  and  dif. 
pofitions.  As  to  his  parables  of  prediction,  it 
has  been  already  bbferved 'th?it  they  were,  on 
purpofc,  left  to  be  explained  by  the  events  to 
vrhich  they  refer,  and  with  which  they  fo  exaSlv 

correfpond, 
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correfpond,  that  their  meaning  became  foon 
plain  and  obvious  to  all. 

3.  The  moral  inftruftions  conveyed  by  the 
parables  of  the  gofpcl,  are  of  the  moft  important 
nature,  and  cffential  to  our  duty  and  beft  inte- 
rcfts.  They  do  not  fcrve  merely  to  amufc  the 
imagination,  but  to  enlighten  the  underflanding, 
and  to  purify  the  heart.  They  aim  at  no  lefs  an 
objcft  than  the  happinefs  of  mankind  in  a  future 
and  eternal  ftate.  The  doftrincs  of  the  foul's 
immortality  and  a  future  judgment,  are  the 
ground-work  of  our  Lord's  parables ;  and,  to 
illuftrate  and  confirm  thcfe  fundamental  princi- 
ples, is  their  main  and  leading  defign.  They 
all  terminate  in  this  point,  and  defcribe  the  aw- 
ful fcencs  of  eternity,  and  the  intercfting  confc- 
ijuences  of  that  dccifivc  trial,  in  a  language,  tho* 
fmiple  and  unadorned,  yet  amazingly  ftriking 
and  impreiSive^  Bui  the  fabulous  rcprefentations 
of  the  heathen  poets  on  this  fubjeft,  were  more 
fitted  to  amufe  than  to  inftruft :  They  ferved  ra- 
ther to  extinguifli  than  revive  the  genuine  fcnti- 
mtnts  of  nature,  and  confequently  to  weaken 
the  influence  of  this  doftrine  as  a  principle  of 
*  virtuous  conduct. 

•  Laftly, 
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Laftly,  It  may  be  remarked,  as  an  excellency 
in  the  gofpel  parables,  that,  tho'  for  the  luoft 
part  occafional,  and  wifely  adapted  by  our  Sa- 
viour to  the  charaftcrs  and  circurnftances  of  the 
perfons  to  whom  they  were  originally  addrcfled, 
yet  they  contain  moft  whoUomc  inftruftions  and 
admonitions  for  all  ages  of  the  world,  and  for  e- 
very  future  period  of  his  church.  They ,  are  at 
once  excellently  accommodated  to  the  compi;?- 
henfions  of  the  vulgar,  and  capable  of  inftrufting 
and  delighting  the  moft  learned  and  judicious. 

Tho*  it  does  not  fall  direSly  within  the  plan 
of  this  differtation,  I  fliall  here  take  the  liberty 
to  obferve,  that,  in  order  rightly  to  underftand 
our  Saviour's  parables,  it  is  neccipiry  to  guard 
againft  thofe  abufes  to  which  this  figurative  man- 
ner of  compofition  has  given  occafion,  Thefc 
abufes  have  proceeded  from  a  wantonnefs  of  ir 
magination,  that  affeSs  to  graft  its  own  extrava-; 
gant  conceits  on  every  fubjed  whatever.  Thus 
the  whole  of  facred  fcripture,  the  whole  of  Ho- 
mer, has  been  turned  into  allegory.  The  very 
miracles  of  the  gofpel,  tho*  recorded'  irf  all  the 
fimplicity  of  hiftcric  truth,  have  met  with  the 
lame  treatment,  both  from  the  friends  and  ene- 
mies of  religion,  to  the  great  difcredit  of  its  evi- 
dence. 
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dence,  and  pcrvcrfion  of  its  dcfign ;  but,  in  ge- 
neral, the  beft  key  to  any  thing  myfterious,  is  a 
folid  judgment,  rather  than  a  lively  imagination. 
This  laft  faculty,  when  not  properly  dircdled,  is 
apt  to  miflead  us  in  the  fearch  of  truth,  and  to 
carry  us  beyond  it  into  ill  the  wildnefs  of  folly 
and  cnthufiafm  i  but,  under  due  reftraint  and  go- 
vernment, gives  a  clearnefs  to  the  undcrftand- 
ing,  and  a  warmth  to  the  affeftions,  which,  with- 
out  her  aid,  they  could  never  have  attained. 

The  qualifications  requifite  for  a  juft  percep* 
tion  of  the  meaning  and  propriety  of  our  Savi- 
our's parables,  arc  much  the  fame  with  thofe  ne- 
ccffary  to  comprehend  the  import  and  beauties 
of  any  other  figurative  compofitions  relative  to 
life  and  manners.  There  is  certainly  neceffary 
a  deep  infight  into  human  nature,  and  the 
operation  of  the  human  pallions ;  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  morals  and  of  hiftory,  efpecially 
that  of  the  Jewifli  people,  to  which  many  of  the 
parables  have  a  particular  reference,  alfo  of  an- 
cient cuftoms  and  manners  to  which  they  fo  fre- 
quently allude.  An  acquaintance  with  the  bcft 
writers  and  critics,  is  no  Icfs  proper,  to  point  out 
the  true  line  of  inquiry,  and  to  prevent  us  from 
deviating  into  the  uncultivated  fields  of  mere 

fancy 


(  ^5  ) 

fancy  and  cdnjeaure.    Above  all,  *  an  honed 
« and  good  heart/  as  our  Saviour  terms  it,  is  the 
bed  difpofition  of  mind  for  difcovering  the  truth, 
and  guarding  us  againft  hurtful  errors  in  reli- 
gion.  Let  any  one,  with  fuch  previous  prepa- 
ration and  difcipline,  confider  the  parables  of 
our  bleffed  Saviour^  and  he  will  difcern  a  beau- 
tiful variety,  an  elegant  fimplicity,  a  purity  of 
moral  fentinient,  a  fublimity  of  thought,  and  an 
energy  of  cxpreffion,  which  would  be  greatly 
admired  in  any  other  compofition.   It  muft  be 
owing  to  the  want  of  candour  or  attention,  to  an; 
ignorance  of  the  facred  writings,  or  to  early  pre- 
judices imbibed  againft  them,  that  they  are  not 
held  in  the  higheft  efteem  and  veneration  by  all 
who  have  accefs  to  know  them,  or  tafte  to  difcern 
their  true  excellence. 


G  DIS- 
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I^ARABLE  of  the  SOWERS. 
H I S  parabfe  we  find  recorded  not  only 


terial  variation  by  Mark  and  Luke,,  as  the  firft' 
which  our  Lord  ddivcrcd.  It  fcemS  to  be  a  ve- 
ry proper  fubjefl  for  an  introduft'ory  difcourfe, 
as  it  points  out  thofe  corrupt  lufts  and  difpofitions 
which  would  always  prove  the  main  oBftacle  to 
the  progrcfs  of  the  gofpel,  and  prevent  its  native 
influence  upon  the  minds  of  men*  As  a  ikilful 
difcerner  of  the  heart,  he  accurately  invcftigatcs^ 
Aofe  latent  principles  of  corruption  from  which 
a  difaffcdion  to  divine  truth  naturally  fiows^  It 
may  therefore  be  judly  ccfnfidered  as  a  predi^on 
<tf  the  fate  of  bis  religion,  when  onqe  publiihed 
to  the  world,  and  of  the  chief  adverfaries  ir 


Evangelift,  but  alio  with  no  ma- 


would 


Matthew  xiii.  3 — 9* 
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w^nild  have  to  encounter  and  overcome,  before 
k  could  pofiibly  obtain  a  firm  leflablifhment,  and 
accomplifh  its  important  defign.  And,  as  our 
Saviour  was  pleafed,  at  the  defire  of  his  difciples, 
to  fubjoin  a  particular  explication  of  it,  fo  his  me^ 
tbod  of  unfolding  ks  intent  and  meaning,  may 
ferve  to  diro£t  us  hov^  we  fkould  fM'Oceed  in  th^e 
delineation  of  his  other  psirables,  which  be  kft  to 
the  hearers  themfelvcs  to  find  out. 

The  parable  nat-urally  leads  us  to  inquir€,/r/2, 
Whom  we  are  to  underftand  by  the  Sower,  and 
what  by  the  Seed  which  he  fcattqred.  Secondly^ 
The  Field  which  he  propofed  to  cultivate,  the 
different  kinds  of  foii  of  which  it  confifted,  and 
to  which  he  afcribes  th^  tarioys  degrees  of  in- 
creafe  they  feversdly  produced. 

Now,  the  fower,  we  are  told,  is  Jefus  himfclf. 
His  doarine,  which  he  calls  *  the  word  of  the 
«  kingdom/  is  the  feed.  The  world  of  mankind 
16  the  field  to  be  ipiprov^d,  in  order  to  prxxluce 
the  fruits  of  wifdom  and  rigbteoufnefs.  The  a- 
nalogy  here  is  very  natural  and  beautiful  in  every 
circumftance  of  refemblance^  and  to  he  found  in 
the  befl  writings.  The  mind  of  man  is  a  fub- 
jc£t  capable  of  great  improvement ;  but,  at  the 
fanac  time,  requires  much  culture  and  attention 
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for  producing  its  proper  fruits :  But,  if  ncglefted 
dnd  left  to  its  fpontaneous  produdions,  will  not 
fail  to  bring  forth  the  noxious  weeds  of  corrupt 
fentiments  and  affeOions.  To  commufticaie  mo- 
ral smd  religious  truth  by  good  inftru£):ion,  is 
fowing  that  good  feed,  and,  when  this  takips  deep 
root  in  the  heart,  or  is  received  with  a  rational 
and  full  perfuafion,  it  produce^  the  moft  exceU 
lent  virtues  as  its  genuine  fruit.  ^  Do  nien,'  {ays 
our  Saviour,  ^  gather  grjq)C8  of  thorns,  or  figs  of 

*  tbiftlcs?  Even  fo,  every  good  tree  bringcth 
^  forth  good  fruit ;  but  a  corrupt  tree  bringeth 

*  forth  evil  fruit ;  Wherefore,  by  their  fruits 

«  fhall  know  them  And  fays  Paul,  « The 
^  ^  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  in  all  goodnefs,  figh-* 

*  teoufncfs,  and  truth  •)•.*  Again,  *  The  fruit  of 

*  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace^  iong-fu&rihg, 
<  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  faith,'  meeknefg,  tempe* 

*  ranee  j  againft  fuch  there  is  no  law  J/ 

At  the  time  of  our  Saviour^s  appearaiure,  msmi 
kind  were  funk  into  the  groffcft  ignorance  and 
corruption,  both  as  to  religion  and  morals.  The 
politeft  nations^  who  had  made  the  greateft  im- 
provements 


^  Mstth»vii.  i6. 17.  to. 
%  Gal,  T.  22.  eij. 


f  Eph*  V.  ^ 
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proveaients  m  art3  and  fcience^i  were  vkhoni 
the  )dt  knowkdg^  of  tbe  one  true  God,  and  of 
that  fcirvice  and  homage  which  was  due  to  him^ 
and  to  him  only.  Their  philofophers  had,  in-* 
deedy  many  different  theories  and  fpcculations 
concerning  the  ^  Firft  Caufe  and  Maker'  of  the 
world  ;  but  they  ferved  neither  to  direft  their  own 
practice,  nor  the  (rondud  of  others,  as  to  this  in;* 
portimt  concern^  Though  not  profeflcd  athiefts, 
.they  were  all  idolaters,  without  any  exception, 
9md  votaries  of  the  mod  abjed  fuperftition  i 
Their  worihip  was  divided  amongft  a  croud  of 
iabolous  deities  of  their  own  creation,  to  whom 
they  paid  homage,  in  rites  both  abfurd  and  im* 
moral.  This  is  the  Apoftlc's  meaning,  when  he 
lays*,  <  That  when  they knc^  God,  they  glorified 
^  him  not  as  God,  but  became  vain  in  their  ima- 

*  ginatibns,  and  their  foolifli  heart  was  darken-^ 

*  ed  :  Thus  profefling  themfelvcs  to  be  wife,  they 
^  became  fools  f     The  account  which  he  gives 

pf 

*  Rom*  J«  l\y%%* 

t  la  sinQCfaer  f place,  the  Apoftlc  afferts,  tliat  « The 
f  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God,*  i  Cor.  i,  ?i.  which 
^eips  to  contradtd,  ip  plain  terms,  what  he  here  affirms, 

vizt 
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of  the  ftatc  of  religion  at  Athens  and  Rome,  it 
his  own  time,  (lands  confirmed  by  the  moft  au* 
thentic  and  concurring  evidence^  and  is,  indeed, 

a 

viz.  That  they  knew  God,  although  they  glorified  him 
pot  as  God-  Bat  thefe  two  aiTertions  are  ealy  to  be  re- 
conciledy  by  attending  to  the  context  in  both  places.  In 
the  one  place,  he  juftly  fuppofes,  that  the  evidences  of 
God's  *  eternal  power  and  godhead^'  are  fo  ftrongly  im- 
prefled  on  all  his  works,  as  not  to  be  wholly  unobferved, 
even  in  the  darkefl  ages:  That,  amphg  the  politer  nation^s 
lefpeclally,  who  made  confiderable  proficiency  in  the 
knowledge  of  nature  and  the  fine  arts,  there  were  many 
who  faw,  and  in  words  acknowledged  a  fupreme  Being, 
who  prefided  over  nature.  In  fliort,  that,  amidft  the 
sunazing  multitude  of  imaginary  deities' whom  they  ho- 
noured and  worfliipped,  they  ftill  feemed  to  ret^n  fome 
imperfed  idea  of  ^  one  fupreme  Divinity/  This  point 
the  learned  Dr  Cudworth  has  clearly  iliuftrated.  Vitle 
The  Intelieaual  Syftem,  &c. 

In  the  other  place,  the  ApofUe  means  to  fay,  that, 
this  knowledge  of  theirs  was  fo  very  general  and  defec- 
tive, as  it  all  terminated  in  unintelligible  theories  and 
frivolous  difputes,  and  never  led  them  to  worihip  that 
fupreme  Being,  nor  to  pay  him  the  homage  that  was  due 
CO  him ;  when,  oa  the  contrary,  all  the  religious  fervi- 
xes  they  performed,  were  fplely  directed  to  the  imaginary 
'9ad  inbordingtc  deities  pf  th^  vulgar,  whom  they  pre- 
tended, 
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i  ftrikhig  proof  how  little  phUofopby  and  legw 
flation  had  contributed  to  the  reformation  of 
mankind* 

The  Je^ifh  dolors,  who  had  a  fmall  part  of 
this  great  field  committed  to  them,  in  order  to 
cultivate  and  improTC,  although  they  retained  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  God,  yet  had  bafely  adul- 
terated their  ritual  of  wor&ip  enjoined  in  the 
£icred  books,  with  an  impure  mixture  of  their 
own  invention.  They  had  entirely  loft  the  mean** 
ing  of  thefe  typical  inftitutions,  and  perverted  them 
into  the  gro&ft  fuperftition.  Even  the  moral  laws 
contained  in  the  decalogue,  were  explained 
way  by  a  moft  firivoloua  and  immoral  eafuiftry^ 
I  Thus,  the  ordinances  of  God,  founded  ofi  ever* 
lafting  lighteoufnefs,  were  rendered  of  none  ef« 
fed,  by  the  commandments  of  men,  fupportcd 
only  by  vain  tradition  j  commandments,  which 

were 

tended,  at  the  fame  time,  to  defpife ;  on  all  thefe  ao- 
counts,  it  might  bt  juftly  faid,  that « they  knew  not  God.* 
They  were  not  only  ignorant,  in  a  great  meafure,  of  the 
nature  of  God,  birt,  bewildering  themfelves  in  the  inve- 
itigation  of  phyfical  caufes,  they  almoft  loft  fight  of  the 
firftcaufeand  mover  of  all;  fo  thit  their  various  and 
contradidory  theories  rather  prevented  the  dilcovery  of 
the  true  fyftem  of  tbe  univerfe  than  promoted  it* 


tr^ire  not  only  a^rfded  to  the  writteh  law,  \Mt  t^^ 
tked  above  of  greater  force  and  obliga** 
tion. 

This  part      God's  great  field,  I  mean  the 
JewrAi  ehurch,  needed  reformation  in  many  re« 
fy^^  as  wett  as  die  heathen  world.  It  was.  high 
t^me  for  the  Alnrighiy  to  mterpofe  and  refcne 
hisr  otrn  vineyard  out  of  the  hands  of  thofe  unftH- 
Fid  and  unfiiitfaftil  huibanditien,  who  .had  ncgleded 
to  i^rove  it^  as  is  pafticularly  rt^efented  ia  a 
fubfequeht  parable.  Farther,  a&  the  authority  of 
Moles  expired  of  courfe  at  the  appearance  of 
the  Son  (tf  God,  who  was  a  legiiktor  of  fttpert«' 
or  dignity ;  fo  the  fepaming  fences  of  thra  fittte 
tActofiire  were  taken  do\^,  that  it  might  be  add- 
ed to  the  great  and  exten/five  field  of  die  Gen^ 
rite  worid,  now  commitred  to  fara  care^  By  this 
ii^  fJahily  meant,  tkit  the  whdc  fyftem  of  the 
Mofeic  oeconomy  was  intended  to  be  abolifhed^ 
in  order  to  give  place  to  a  more  perfcd  difpen- 
fation  of  reKgidn  under  the  Melfiah,  defigned  to 
be  univerfal. 

This  fcheme  of  comprchenfion  was  truly  worf- 
thy  of  God  the  Father  of  all  mankiady  to  a«* 
Mte  thcmf  mto  ^  one  diuipch',  a»  members  of  sht 
fame  body,  nndet  one  common  head,  that  f6 

they 
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they  might  participate  of  the  fame  fptritual  privi- 
leges here,  and  of  the  fame  cverlafting  felicity 
hereafter*   This  wc  find  was  agreeable  to  the 
fentiments  of  the  wifeit  men  among  the  heathen. 
Deeply  fenfible  of  the  prevailing  ignorance  and 
corruption  of  mankind,  and,  at  the  iamc  time,  of 
the  infafficiency  of  human  reafon  and  philofophy 
to  prove  an  effed:uaJ  remedy,  we  often  find  them 
ardently  wilhing  ii>r  a  'Divine  teacher/  in  order  to 
afcertain,witb  prectfion,  theeternisdlaw  of  righte- 
ou&efsytp  promulgate  it  a-new  by  the  fuprpme  au- 
thority of  God,  and  to  exhibit  a  perfe&  example 
of  virtue  to  the  world.   Such  '  an  apoftle  s^nd 
minifter  of  God  to  mankind,'  fach  a  preacher  and 
patcm  of  univerfal  righteoufne&  appeared  in  the 
per(i»  of  Jefus,  *  the  fon  of  the  Moft  High,'  but 
who  affumcd^  the  form  and  fafhion  of  a  man,' 
that  be  ootigbt  become  a  vifible  iaftru^lor  and 
If^iflator  to  the  church  pf  God,  lie  came  m 
the  name  pf  the  Lord  to  fave  us }  aed  authenticate4 
his  divine  commiffion  by  the  moft  unqueftion- 
aibk  miracles,  in.  which  his  power  ^  benefit 
met  were  equally  difpJayed,  «  We  know,'  fays 
l^icodemus,  <  thai  thou  art  a  teacher  come  from 
*  Gfod }  for  no  oiaa  can  do  thefe  .  miracles  that  thou 
E  ^  doft, 
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<  doft,  except  God  be  with,  him*/  He  was  like- 
wife  manifefted  at  the  fitteft  period  of  titnc, 
when  the  fituation  of  the  world  chiefly  required 
his  gracious  interpofition,  and  beft  favoured  the 
execution  of  his  noble  defign. 

This  is  the  natural  and  intercfting  view  which  the 
parable  gives  us  of  the  public  charaftcr  and  com- 
miffion  of  Jcfus,  that  he  came  into  the  world  to 
take  upon  him  the  charge  of  this  long  negleftcd 
field,  for  fo  many  ages  left  to  its  own  wild  pro* 
dudions ;  to  fow  the  principles  of  divine  truth, 
and  to  reftore  the  knowledge  of  God,  which  was 
almolt  loft,  and  obliterated  in  the  minds  of 
men.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  reafon  why  the 
dilpenfation  of  the  gofpel  is  fo  frequently  termed 

<  the  kingdom  of  God,'  and  the  dpftrine  of 
Chrift,*  the  word',  or  law  of  the  kingdom,  be«> 
^aufc  of  its  evident  tendency  and  defign  to  re* 
ftorc  the  worfliip  of  the  •  one  tme  God,'  and 
overthrow  the  reign  of  idolatry,  whi(;h  is  r«. 
prefented  by  the  facred  writers  as  *  the  kingdaoi 
of  Satan  f.'  For  many  ages,  all  mankind,  the 
Jews  only  excepted,  had  been  worfliippers  of 
demons  or  deities  of  their  ovm  creation.  But, 
fays  John,  ^  for  this  purpoie  was  the  Son  of  God 

•  manifefted, 
*  John  i ji.  I*  A^atth.  liu  26. 
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*  manifcftcd,  that  he  might  deftroy  the  works  of  the 

*  devil  In  fad,  during  the  apoftolical  age,  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpcl  being  accompanied  with 

*  the  demonftration  of  the  fpirit  and  of  power/ 
q|iicldy  fabvcrted  the  foundations  of  the  kingdom 
of  darknefs  :  The  idol  temples  were  foon  dc- 
fcrtcd,  and  their  oracles  ftruck  dumb;  and,  where- 
ever  the  banner  of  truth  was  difplaycd,  *  Satan 

*  fell  as  lightning  from  heaven  f'.  This  was  in- 
deed a  point  of  the  greateft  confequence  for 
bringing  about  the  reformation  of  mankind  j  ior^ 
as  the  idolatry  of  the  heathen  world  was.  the 
principal  fource  of  their  corruption  in  morals,  fo, 
in  order  to  efltablifli  the  law  of  righteoufnefs  on 
its  proper  bafis  or  principle,  it  was  abfolutely 
ncceffary  to  revive  the  knowledge  and  wor- 
fliip  of  the  true  God,  as  the  fupreme  ruler  of 

•  theuniverfe.  Without  juft  notions  of  God  and  his 
moral  perfeftions,  of  his  laws,  and  the  conftitu- 
tlon  of  his  fpiritual  kingdom,  we  can  neither 
know' his  .will,  nor  what  is  neceffary  to  concili- 
ate his  favour,  on  which  our  hopes  of  happinefs- 
mull  ever  depend,  ♦  He  that  comcth  to  God 
*muft  believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  a.  tc-. 

*  warder  of  them  that  diligtntly  feck  him  |/  On 

thefe 

•  J  John  iii,  ?•    f  Luke  x<  i8.     f  Heb.  xi.  6* 
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thcfc  two  princip!cs,  all  religious  homage  and  d» 
bcdiencc  that  is  acceptable  to  the  Deity  ,  And  coit* 
ducivc  to  our  own  happinefe,  muft  bo  founded. 
Such  then  as  aur  notions  of  God  are^  as  the 
objcft  of  our  worflitp  and  veneration,  fuch  will 
our  religion  be  :  The  homage  we  pay  to  him 
will  either  be  a  reafonable  fervtce,  influenced  by 
love  and  eftecm,  or  a  fervik  obedience,  didated 
by  fear*  Juft  fct>timcnt8  ot  the  Deity,  fublime 
tonceptions  of  his  nature  and  moral  perfedi^^ 
will  natuifatly  improve  our .  fenfe  of  moral  excel*' 
lence,  by  placing  the  highefl:  ftandard  before  our 
eye8,and  enable  us  to  form  the  moft  exalted  idea  of 
virtue,  as  a  progrciEve  imitation  of  God',  the  be^^^ 
as  well  as  the  greateit  of  beings.  In  this  fenfe, 
we  may  5*pply  the  words  of  the  apoftle  Paul : 
^  Beholdiiig,  as  in  a  glafsi  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
^  we  are  changed  into  the  fame  image  from  glory 
*  to  glory,  eVen  as  by  the  Ipirit  of  the  Lord  ^/ 

Again^  when  our  Saviour,  in  this  parable,  is 
reprefented  as  going  forth  to  diffeminate  the  prin* 
ci))les  of  divine  truth,  for  the  imprdvtoient  of 
mankmd,  in  true  piety  and  virtue,  it  muft  be  un* 
derftood  of  him,  in  conjun&ion  with  his  apoftks, 
whom  he  employed  in  the  fame  important  fervice : 

'  The 

*     Cor.ili.  1 8. 


•  The  word  wludi  at  the  firft  began  to  be  fpoken 
<     the  Lordy  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them 

•  that  heard  him  ITic  time  of  his  pcrfonal  mi- 
niftry  wag  of  fhort  continuance,  and  his  labours 
were  confined  within  a  narrow  diftrid.  Some 
important  points  of  evangelical  truth  were  ex* 
prefsly  referved  to  be  revealed  by  the  Apoftlesi 
{after  his  afcenfion,  as  the  fitted  feafon  for  the  dif« 
covcry.  When,  therefore,  it  became  expedient 
for  him  to  leave  the  world,  and  return  to  his 
Father  in  heaven,  he  fent  forth  his  apoitles  with 
an  extenfive  commiflion,  to  fcatter  the  fame  fpi« 
ritual  feed  through  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  known 
world.  Thus,  fully  inftrudcd  in  his  heavenly 
do£krine,  endowed  with  fupernatural  powers  for 
authenticating  their  divine  commiffion  and  ac« 
ctkrating  the  progrcfs  of  the  gofpcl,  they  pro* 
fectited  the  arduous  and  noble  enterprise  with 
the  greateft  fuccefs.   «  The  word  of  God  grew 

•  mightily,  and  prevailed  f'  Their  found  went 
^  through  all  the  earth,  and  their  words  unto  the 

•  ends  of  the  world  J.'  And  farther,  that  the 
knowledge  of  this  falutary  doftrine  might  not, 
after  their  deceafe,  depend  on  the  uncertain 
tranfmiflkidi  of  oral  traditbn,  they  commit- 
ted 

•  Hek«  ii.  J.  f  A&%  XIX.  so.      t  Rom.  x.  ig. 
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ted  it  faithfully  to  writing  ;  and:  thtfe  facrcdfe-- 
cords,  which  have  been  prcfcrvcd  by  a  fpecial  pro-  - 
vidence,  remain,  till  thi^  day,  the  lafe  rcpofitorf 
of  divine  truth,  and  the  infallible  ftandard  o£ 
^that  *  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints/ 

♦If  we  candidly  compare  the  divine  difcourfes 
of  our  Saviour  and  his  apofUes,  contained  in  thpfe 
infpired  writings,  with  the  moft  admired  compo- 
fuions  of  antiquity,  their  fuperior  excellence  will 
evidently  appear.  That  a  few  plain  and  illiterate 
perfons,  taken  from  the  meaneft  employmenls, 
and  without  the  advantages  of  liberal  education, 
unconnefled  with  men  of  power  and  influence, 
and  prompted  by  no  motive  of  worldly  intcreft 
or  ambition,  ihould  jointly  undertake  the  ar- 
duous talk  of  reforming  the  moral  and  religious 
fentiments  of  mankind,  in  an  age  of  the  greatelt 
corruption ;  that  they  ihould  fubmit  to  the 
mofl:  unwearied  labours,  and  the  moft  painful 
fufferings,  even  unto  death  itfelf,  with  an  invinci- 
ble fortitude  and  conftancy  in  fo  important  a 
fervice,  muft  certainly  be  acknowledged  to  be  a 
moft  extraordinary  event.  But,  that  they  ftxould  dif- 
cover  fuch  uncommon  abilities  for  profecuting  fo 
glorious  a  defign,  and  that  their  generous  labours, 
ihouid  be  crowned  with  fuch  amazing  fuccels  ; 
in  fhort,  tkat  their  writings  fhoul^  contain 

fuch^ 
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Tuch  txaltcd  fcntiments  of  the  fuprcine  Beings 
of  his  moral  pcrfcdions  and  univerfal  government, 
fuch  pure  and  fublime  pfecepts  of  virtue  ;  that 
they  Ihould  delineate  a  charaftjcr  of  the  higheft 
moral  excellence  in  that  of  Jcfus,  compared 
with  which,  even  that  of  i-^ocrates,  finks  into 
obfcurity — All  this  amounts  to  a  fufficicnt  proof  of 
their  divine  infpiration,  though  no  other  kind  of 
miracle  had  concurred  to  evince  and  confirm  it. 

In  thefe  facrcd  writings,  we  find^  indeed,  no 
marks  of  artful  compofition,  nor  ftudied  embellifh-* 
mcnts  of  ftile ;  the  whole  is  plain  and  fimple,  the 
unaffefted  languagfe  oftheheart,  the  genuine  exr 
preflion  of  inward  fentiment  and  feeling,  deriving 
all  its  beauty  and  energy  from  nature,  and  nothing 
from  art.  The  want  of  fuch  artificial  ornaments 
which  *  the  wifdom  of  man  teacheth,*  is  fo  far 
frpm  being  any  objeftion  to  the  truth  of  the  gof- 
pel,  that  it  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  its  di- 
vine original,  as  being  fo  fuitably  adapted  to  the 
underftandings  and  the  circumftances  of  man- 
kind in  general.  Thus,  the  apoftle  tells  the 
Corinthians,  *  and  my  fpeech  and  my  preach^ 

*  ing  was  not  with  enticing  words  of  man -s 
^  wifdom,but  in  demonftration  of  the  fpiritand  of 

*  po\irer ;  That  your  faith  ftiould  not  ftand  in  the 

^  wifdoni 
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f  wifdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  God  *  *  It 
was  an  encomium,  due  only  to  Jefus  the  Son  of 
God,  that  he  brought  down  true  wifdom  or  philo- 
ibphy  from  heaven .  ^  He  fpake  as  never  man  ipake,' 
whether  we  confider  the  fublimtty  of  his  doc- 
trines, the  importance  of  his  inftrudion,  or  the 
perfpicuous  and  authoritative  manner  in  which  he 
communicated  the  knowledge  of  them  to  bid 
bearers.  Let  all  fuch,  then,  as  are  called  to  be 
<  labourers  in  his  vineyard^'  be  careful  to  ibw 
the  lame  fpiritual  feed,  and  to  obferve  his  rules 
and  methods  of  culture  i  let  them  teach  the  fame 
principles  of  divine  truth,  and  imitate  bis  exami* 
pie,  if  they  exped  that  their  labour  (hall  be 
crowned  with  fticcefs  here,  or  with  a  glorious  re- 
ward of  everlafting  felicity  hereafter. 


D  S. 


^  I-  Ca.  ii.  5« 
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DISCOURSE  II. 

O  N  T  H  B 

PARABLE  OF  THE  SOWEU. 

AS  the  doftrine  of  the  gofpel  was  intended 
to  operate,  not  by  any  mechanical  or 
coinpuifivc,  but  by  a  moral  and  pcrfuafive  influ-. 
cncc,  fuitcd  to  our  rational  nature ;  fo  our  Savi- 
our, in  this  parable,  reprefcnts  its  fuccefs  as  chief* 
ly  depending  on  the  different  reception  it  fliould 
meet  with  from  men  of  different  tempers  and 
complexions.  This  variety  of  difpofitions  in  the 
minds  of  men  he  compares,  by  .a  natural  and  cafy 
metaphor,  to  the  divcrfity  of  foils  to  be  difcerned 
in  the  earth,  which  renders  it  more  or  Icfs  fit  for 
cultivation  and  improvement.  For,  even  where 
the  feed  fown  and  the  labour  bcflowed  are  the 
fame,  ftill  much  depends  on  the  natural  fertility 
or  infertility  of  the  foil  itfelf.  In  like  manner^ 
the  efficacy  of  moral  and  religious  inftruftion 
will  always  be  in  proportion  to  thofe  different  de-. 
grees  of  attention,  candour,  and  application  with 
F  which 
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which  it  is  received  by  the  perfons  to  whom  it  is 
immediately  addreflfcd.  This  is  the  important 
moral  of  the  parable,  as  wHl  appear  from  a  par-i 
ticular  review  of  its  fcveral  circumftances. 

Our  Saviour  here  defcribes  four  diflFerent  forts: 
or  charafters  of  men,  to  whom  the  truths  of  re-« 
ligion  arc  propofed,  under  the  fimilitude  of  fo 
many  different  kinds  of  foil,  into  which  the  good 
feed  was  call  by  the  hand  of  the  fower.  Of 
thefe,  one  only  is  reprefented  as  of  good  quality, 
and  fit  to  nourifli  it  unto  maturity.  But,  in  the 
other  three,  the  feed  was  either  wholly  loft,  or 
brought  forth  no  fruit  unto  perfcftion.  And 
this  want  of  fucccfs  is  charged,  not  on  any  fault 
of  the  fower,  but  the  barrennefs  and  infecundity 
of  the  foil  itfelf.  By  this  our  Saviour  plainly  in-^ 
ti mates,  that  the  far  greater  number  of  thofe  who 
hear  the  doctrine  of  the  gofpel,  receive  not  the 
truth  in  faith  and  love,  nor  give  it  that  cordial 
entertainment  which  is  neceffary  to  the  producing 
of  its  genuine  effeds. 

The  parable,  however,  does  not  mean  to  infi-, 
nuate,  that  this  prevailing  indifpofition  to  receive 
religious  inftruftion  is  to  be  afcribed  to  any  na- 
tural Incapacity  of  improvement,  altogether  invo- 
luntary pn  our  part,    Were  this  the  cafe,  men 

t^ould 
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Would  be  as  free  from  blarae  for  not  profiting* 
under  the  means  of  religion,  as  certain  foils 
which  are  barren  and  unfit  for  culture.  Such  a 
conftruftion  of  the  parable,  would  not  only  ex- 
culpate uhbclievers  and  rcjeftofs  of  the  gofpel- 
revelation,  but  charge  their  want  of  candour  and 
attention  on  God  himfclf,  as  the  author  of  their 
being.  The  noxious  qualities  which  our  Saviour 
here  points  out  as  the  great  obftaclcs  to  religious 
improvelnem  under  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  are 
certain  vicious  and  inordinate  aflfedions  of  the 
heart,  which  muft  be  eradicated  before  the  prin- 
ciples of  divine  truth  can  poffibly  take  root  or 
produce  their  proper  fruits.  Hence  we  fee  that 
the  faith  of  the  gofpel,  to  which  the  promifcs  arc 
annexed,  is  always  enjoined  by  our  Saviour  as 
an  excrcife  of  virtue  and  probity  ot  mind,  in  fub- 
mitting  to  the  force  of  evidence,  and  as  rcfulting 
from  an  impartial  inquiry.  On  the  other  hand, 
unbelief  is  always  reprcfcnted  and  fevcrely  threat- 
ncd  as  proceeding  from  an  evil  heart :  *  This  is 

*  the  condemnation,*  fays  our  Saviour^,  *  that 

*  light  is  come  into  the  world,  and  men  loved 

*  darknefs  rather  than  light,  becaufc  their  deeds 
'  are  evil.    For  every  one  that  doth  evil,  hatcth 

*  the  light,  neither  conieth  he  to  the  iigl^t,  left 

'  his 
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his  deeds  ihould  be  reproved.  But  he  that  ddth 
« truth,  cpmcth  to  the  light,  that  his  deeds  may 
^  be  made  manifeit  that  they  are  wrought  ia 
*  God  V 

The  fundamental  truths  of  religion,  which  are 
matcriaUy  the  feme  under  every  difpenfation,  arc 
of  a  dififerent  nature,  and  ftand  on  a  diflferent 
footing  from  truths  of  a  fpcculative  kind,  which 
depend  folely  on  rational  deduflion  or  extrinfic 
proofs  Befides  this,  they  have  an  internal  evi* 
dence,  written,  as  it  were,  in  our  hearts  by  the 
finger  of  God,  and  which  nothing  can  prevent 
our  clearly  difcerning,  but  corrupt  prejudice  and 
paffion  that  blinds  the  intelkdual  eye*  When 
this  veil  is  removed,  the  light  of  divine  truth  ma- 
nifefts  itfelf  by  its  native*  fplcndor  j  and,  like 
the  fun  in  a  fercne  and  unclouded  atmofpherCy 
penetrates  the  foul,  which  is  inaproper  difpofition, 
to  receive  its  benign  influences. 
Let  us  then  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  naturcr 
of  thofe  particular  bad  qualities,  in  the  different 
forts  of  ground,  which  prevented  the  growth  of 
the  good  feed,  and  what  corrupt  difpofitions  of. 
the  heart  are  fignified  thereby.   The  firft  cafe 

mentioned^ 

*  John  iiu  19. 20.  21. 
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fiiendofted^  is  that  of  the  feed  that  fell  by  th6 
wy-fide,  whkh  the  fowls  of  the  air  immediately 
devoured*  *  This/  fays  our  Saviour,  in  thfe  expo* 
fition  of  the  parable,  «  is  to  be  underftood  of  e- 

*  very  one  that  heareth  the  Word,  and  undef- 

*  ftandeth  it  not )  then  cometh  the  wicked  one  j  and 

*  catchcth  away  that  which  was  fownin  his  heart*/ 
Here  arc  two  concurring  caufes  mentioned,  as 
prcfenting  the  growth  of  the  feed  in  this  fort  of 
grouad,  the  one  internal,  and  the  other  extef* 
aal,  which  merit  a  feparate  difcuffion. 

I.  The  unfitnefi  of  the  foil  itfelf  to  receive  aiid 
bouriih  the  feed,  on  account  of  its  hardnefs,  in 
confequcnce  of  being  continually  trodc  upon  by 
the  feet  of  travellers.    The  foil,  perhaps,  is  na* 
turaUy  good  in  itfelf ;  but,  while  it  is  fuffcrcd  to 
lie  ii/this  ftate^  acquires  every  day  a  greater  dc-^*^ 
grce  of  bardaefs  and  fterility,  and  becomes  lefs 
lefs  fufccptible  of  any  proper  and  ufeful  cul^ 
turc.  This  cxa&ly  correljponds  with  the  cafe  of 
thofc  who  fectti  incaimble.  of  profiting  by  the  bcfk 
Fehgious  inftru^ion^  through  a  total  want  of 
Aought  atid  attention  to  every  ferious  and  im* 

pprtant 


*  Vcrf.  19. 


(  4«  ) 

t>ortant  concern*  From  this  habitual  liftleflncfil 
and  diffipation  of  temper,  naturally  proceeds  an 
irreconcileablc  averiion  to  good  inftrudiooj  an 
indocility  of  heart,  that  may  well  be  compared 
to  the  beaten  path  where  the  bcft  feed  could 
produce  no  fruit,  Pcrfons  ot  this  complexion 
arc  compared,  by  our  Saviour,  to  thofc  who  per- 
verfely  negleft  to  ufe  the  natural  faculties  which. 
God  hath  given  them  for  the  direftion  of  their 
conduft :  *  They  feeing,  fee  not ;  and  hearings 
•  hear  not ;  neither  do  they  underftand  ^/  Such 
thoughtlcfs  and  inconiiderate  creatures  pafs 
through  life  as  in  a  dream,  amufing  themfelvect 
with  vifionary  fcencs  and  objcSs,  but  never  a- 
wake  one  moment  to  reflefl:  for  what  porpofe 
they  were  born,  nor  what  fliall  be  their  fate  when 
death  ihall  break  the  fatal  enchantment.  The 
aweful  profpefts  of  eternity  which  the  gofpel  fet» 
before  them  on  the  cleareft  evidence,  neither  ex- 
cite their  hopes  nor  alarm  their  fears*  Lulled 
afleep  by  the  Syren  voice  of  pleafure,  they  go  on 
fmoothly  to  everlafting  perdition  j  and,  while  this 
fpiritual  lethargy  continues,  no  good  impreffion 

can 
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can  be  made  on  the  heart,  no  change  of  fcntimcnt 
or  conduft  can  be  produced  by  the  beft  religious 
inftru£iion,  but,  like  the  feed  which  fell  on  the 
high  way,  it  lies  ojx  the  furface,  and  is  quickly 
loft. 

Our  Saviour  mentions  another  circumftance, 
as  concurring  to  prevent  any  produce  from  the 
feed  which  fell  on  the  high-way,  namely,  that  it 
was  immediately  picked  up  by  the  fowls  of  the 
air.  This  he  underftands  of  the  feducing  influ- 
ence of  evil  fpirits,  who  left  their  flrft  eftatc,  and 
continue  in  a  rebellious  confpiracy  againft  their 
maker  and  fovcreign.  '  Then,'  fays  our  Saviour, 

*  Cometh  the  wicked  one,  and  catcheth  away  that 

*  which  was  fown  ip  their  hearts  "^Z  We  are  cx- 
prefely  taught,  in  facred  fcripture,  to  afcribe  all 
pious  fentimeiits  and  virtuous  difpofitions,  all  our 
proficiency  in  true  wifdom  and  holinefs,  to  the 
powerful  agency  and  influence  of  the  divine  Spu 
rit.  He  co-operates  with  us  in  the  great  work 
of  our  falvation,  by  fuggefting  good  counfel  to 
ovir  thoughts,  confirming  our  penitent  purpofcs 
and  refolutions,  ftrengthening  all  our  moral  fa- 
culties for  the  performance  of  their  proper  func^^ 

tiofls  J 
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(ions ;  On  the  other  hand,  thofe  impure  thought! 
ud  imaginations,  by  vihich  corrupt  appetites  and 
pai&ons  arc  inflamed,  are  frequently  imputed  to 
the  fuggeftions  of  an  pvil  fpirit,  who  is  termed 
the  '  wicked  one,*  by  way  of  diftinftion  ;  the  c- 
nemy  of  God  and  of  righteoufncfs.  As  the  Spi- 
rit of  truth  and  holinefs,  who  is  faid  to  rule  in 
the  hearts  of  good  men,  exerts  his  divine  influ- 
ence to  lead  us  into  the  knowledge  of  all  neccf- 
fary  and  important  truths,  to  fix  our  attention  to 
divine  and  fpiritual  objefts,  and  thus  to  kindle 
up  pious  fentiments  and  affedions  in  our  breads  j 
fo  the  fpirit  of  error  and  wickcdncfs,  that  *  work^ 
«  cth  in  the  children  of  difobedicnce,'  labours 
with  unwearied  zeal,  to  counteraft  the  gracious 
influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  era^e  or  wea- 
ken religious  impreflions  in  the  minds  of  good 
Bpien,  and  to  harden  the  hearts  of  the  impenitent 
more  and  more  *  through  the  deccitfulncfs  of  fia.* 
This  is  fo  clearly  and  fo  frequently  aflerted  in  ho- 
Jy  writ,  that  fuch  as  deny  and  impugn  it,  muft. 
wrcft  the  plairieft  vords  to  explain  it  away. 
Without  admitting  this  truth,  many  direfl:  in^ 
junftions  to  yield  ourfclves  to  the  guidance  of 
the  pne,  and^to  refift  the  folicitations  of  the  other^ 
would  be  abfurd  aad  unintelligible.  Some  traces. 

Qt 
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flf  this  doftrinc  may  even  be  difccmcd  among 
the  ancient  heathens,  in  the  diflfcrent  hypothefes 
which  they  adopted,  in  order  to  account  for  the 
origin  and  cxiftcnce  of  moral  evil  in  the  world. 
Wc  cannot  indeed  explain,  either  how  the  Spirit 
of  God  conveys  his  benign  influences,  or  how 
Satan,  and  his  confederate  evil  fpirits,  dart  their 
temptations  into  our  minds.  Wc  know  but  little 
of  the  powers  and  operations  of  fpirits  in  gene- 
ral;  of  their  manner ^ofintercourfe  and  communi- 
cation ;  or  of  the  means  by  which  they  find  accefs  to 
our  imaginations,  fo  as  thereby  to  influence  our 
hearts  and  affedtions,  without  the  intervention  of 
bodily  organs.  We  are  therefore  bound  to  re- 
cciveany  inftruSion,  as  to  this  point,  on  the  cre- 
dit of  divine  revelation ;  upon  the  word  and 
tcftimony  of  one  who  came  down  from  Heaven, 
and  was  fully  acquainted  with  the  ftate  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  that  invifible  world.  From  fuch  a 
divine  teacher  only,  we  can  learn,  how  far  thefe 
fupcrior  intelligences  arc  interefted  in  the  afl^airs 
of  mankind,  and  in  what  manner  they  ftand  af- 
fcfted  to  our  interefts ;  who  arc  our  friends  and 
allies,  ever  afting  to  promote  our  happinefs  ;  and 
^bq,  on  the^  contrary,  are  our  enemies,  feeking 
pur  deftruftion,  by  fcducing  us  from  the  path  of 

Q  rcligiorv 
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religion  and  virtue.  Accordingly,  our  Saviour 
hath  taught  us,  in  his  excellent  form  and  model 
of  prayer,  to  addrcfs  this  petition  to  God, 
<  Lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from 

*  evil  or,  as  it  may  be  rendered  with  greater 
propriety,  *  from  the  power  of  the  wicked  one.* 
And,  we  are  affured  by  the  apoftle  John,  for 
our  encouragement  to  refift  his  temptations^ 

*  That  ftronger  is  he  that  is  in  us,  than  be  that 
^  is  in  the  world  f  / 

But,  to  return  to  the  parable,  there  is  no  ftate 
of  mind  more  favourable  to  the  fuccefe  of  Satan^ 
hurtful  devices  and  defigns,  nor  a  more  proper 
field  for  fowing  his  tares,  according  to  the  allu-^ 
fion  in  a  fubfequent  parable,  than  this  habitual  lifl:-^ 
leiTnefs  and  inattention  of  mind.    Perfons  of 
fuch  a  chara€ker,  will  either  give  no  attendance 
on  religious  inftrudion  at  all,  or  will  turn  deaf 
ear  to  what  is  fpoken  to  them  in  the  name  o^ 
God.   I  hofe  vain  and  foolifh  imaginations  that 
are  perpetually  crouding  into  their  thoughts,  and 
wholly  occupy  their  attention,  are  like  the  fowIS; 
of  the  air,  which  Satan  fends  forth  to  pick  up 
the  good  feed,  and  render  it  of  no  ufe  or  efficacy^ 

whatever 
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whatever  to  itheir  fouls.  There  needs  no  other 
Force  or  influence  to  this  purpofe,  than  to  pro- 
mote this  levity  and  diflipation  of  mind,  as  it  is 
the  mod  cffcftual  obftrudkion  to  all  fort  of  im- 
provement, intellcftual  or  inoral 

To  conclude  this  point,  as  the  bed  feed  muft 
be  covered  and  cheriflied  in  ground  that  is  pre- 
pared by  culture  to  receive  it,  before  it  can  pof- 
fibly  take  root  and  become  fruitful  j  in  like  man- 
ncr^  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  muft  not  only  be- 
come objeds  of  ferious  attention,  but  alfo  be 
carefully  laid  up  in  our  memory,  as  in  a  fure  re- 
pofitory,  frequently  reviewed  and  reconfidcred, 
with  all  their  evidence  and  importance,  in  order 
to  produce  any  happy  effcds  upon  our  temper 
and  condud.  A  man  of  a  thoughtlefs  and  diifipa* 
ted  turn,  who  is  altogether  indifferent  and  uncon- 
cerned about  religion,  becomes  not  only  an  eafy 
prey  to  Satan's  temptations,  but  alfo  grieves  the 
holy  Spirit  of  God  to  depart  from  him,  and  to 
give  him  up  as  incorrigible,  to  follow  the  coun- 
fcls  of  his  own  foolilh  and  wicked  heart,  *  If,' 
fays  Paul,  *  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them 
'  th^t  arc  loft,  in  whom  the  god  of  this  world 
*  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe 
'  not,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of 

'  Chrift, 
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^  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  flfioiild  flilricf 

*  unto  them 

The  fccond  fort  of  foil,  in  which  the  good  feetf 
alfo  perilhcd,  was  the  flony  ground,  where  there 
was  not  a  fufficient  de|)th  of  earth  to  nourifli  H:  - 
unto  maturity ;  and  therefore,  although  it  fprung. 
up  at  firft,  Tct  it  foon  withered  away  by  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun.  This  our  Saviour  ex- 
-  plains  to  be  the  cafe  of  thofc  '  who  hear  the 

*  word  of  God,  and  anon  with  joy  receive  it,  yet^ 

*  having  not  root  in  thcmfelves,  endure  only  for 

*  awhile  ;  for  when  perfecution  arifcth  becaufe  of 

*  the  word,  by  and  bye  they  are  offended  |/  la- 
this defcription  he  points  out  another  hindrance  to* 
religious  improvement,  under  the  dilpenfation  of 
fhe  gofpel,  and  that  is,  want  of  fortitude  and 
ftrength  of  mind,  to  bear  up  under  thofe  trials 
to  which  the  practice  of  true  piety  is  often  fub- 
Jefted  in  this  prefent  life.  For,  as  many  are 
deftroyed  for  lack  of  knowlcdg^c  and  conlidera-^- 
tion,  fo  numbers  alfo  through  want  of  conftancy 
and  refolution«  Into  the  minds  of  the  thought- 
lefs  and  diifipated,  religious  inftrudion  found  na 
acceis  at  all,  but  lay  as  it  were  on  the  iurface^ 

like 
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like  feed  occafionaly  fcattercd  on  the  public  high^ 
way,  which  is  immediately  devoured  by  the  fowls 
of  the  air :  But,  in  this  laft  cafe,  there  was  a 
laudable  difpofition  at  firft  to  receive  the  truths 
6f  the  gofpel  with  due  candour  arid  attention  ; 
the  feed  fcemed  t6  take  root,  fprung  up  with  a 
hopeful  appearance,  and,  for  a  time,  promifcd  a 
plentiful  iiicreafe  of  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs. 

This  is  a  chafa£ler  not  lefs  frequent  among 
proiefSng  Chriftians  than  the  former  ;  and  the 
difference  between  them  is  here  accurately  mark- 
ed in  this  beautiful  allegory.  Th^fc  laft,  as  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  other,  are  fuppofed  tQ  be 
fufccptible  of  religious  inftruftion  in  a  very  con- 
fiderablc  degree^  to  hear  the  word  of  God  with 
plcafure,  and  even  to  make  a  laudable  progrefs 
in  the  knowledge  of  its  important  truths  :  They 
rejoice  in  it  as  '  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of 
•  all  acceptation',  that  Jcfus  came  into  the  world 
to  fave  finners ;  they  highly  reverence  his  cha- 
rafter,  and  boaft  of  his  example  as  abfolutely 
pcrfeft }  they  efteem  his  precepts  as  truly  excel- 
lent ;  they  exult  in  the  great  and  precious  pro- 
mifcs  of  the  gofpel,  and  tove  exceedingly  to  hear 
them  difplayed  in  all  their  riches  and  glory ; 
they  abftain  from  prcfumptuous  fins,  through 

the 
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the  dread  of  its  awful  threatnings.  And  tio^^ 
when  to  fair  a  charadcr  is  exhibited  to  obferva- 
tion,  and  to  which  perhaps  even  few  attain^ 
are  we  not  ready  to  fay,  as  the  young  man  whom 
Jcfus  loved, '  What  lack  I  yet  ?'  What  is  want- 
ing to  compleat  their  character  as  found  Chrifti- 
ans,  who  (hall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ? 
This  is  a  point  which  remains  to  be  confidered  ^ 
and,  forthisreafon^we  mud  view  it  in  a  different 
point  of  light. 

If  the  gofpel  required  only  the  affent  of  our 
tinderflandings  to  the  truths  of  religion,  as  ob- 
jefts  of  knowledge  or  opinion,  or  perhaps  occa-^ 
iional  good  difpofitions  and  imprefEons,  when  no 
interfering  intcreft  comes  in  competition  with 
our  duty  ;  if  the  faith  of  the  gofpel,  to  which  all 
its  promifcs  are  annexed,  fignified  no  more  than  a 
flightand  general  conviftion  of  its  divine  original^ 
or  an  open  profeilion  of  it  in  times  of  public 
peace,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  we  were  permit* 
ted  to  difguife  our  religious  fcntimcnts,  and  even 
to  aft  in  dircd  oppofition  to  them,  when  expo- 
fed  to  danger  on  that  account,  it  would  indeed 
be  an  eafy  matter  to  fulfil  the  duty  and  obliga* 
tiohs  of  a  Chriftian.  But  we  mud  add  to  our 
faith  virtue,  as  St  Paul  enjoins  us,  that  is,  cou- 
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rage  and  conftancy  to  Tupport  us  under  the  fe« 
vere  trials  of  virtue  and  piety,  as  well  as  to  refift 
the  allurements  of  vice.  Then  it  is  that  the 
integrity  of  our  Chriftian  proieffion,  and  the 
ftrength  ot  out  religious  principleg,  are  put  to  the 
proof,  when,  as  the  apoftle  expreffes  it, '  we  ferve 
^  God  with  humility,  and  with  many  tears  am) 
*  temptations 

As  one  great  dcfign  of  the  gofpel  was  to  abo-» 
lift  idolatry,  in  order  to  reftorc  the  knowledge 
and  worihip  of  the  true  God,  it  naturaUyfolIowSji 
that  the  fyftcna  of  true  religion,  revesiled  by  the 
Son  of  God,  GOuId  not  poffibly  admit  of  a  coali-^ 
tion  with  any  of  the  heathen  fyftems  which  then 
prevailed  in  the  world,  Thcfe  mutually  acknow- 
ledged and  fi^orted  each  other  ;  and  the  vota- 
ries of  different  deities  paid  their  homage  in  the 
fiimc  temple.  Although,  indeed,  the  fuceefs  of. 
arms  genersdly  introduced  into  the  conquered 
countries  the  worfkip  of  the  gods  to  whom  they 
dfcribed  their  vi^fory,  yet  thefc  deities  claimed  no 
exclufive  honours,  and  were  only  admitted  to  a 
kind  of  partncrfhtp  with  thofe  idols  who  had 
fcMrmerly  been  held  facrcd  among  them.  But 

ttii« 
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this  principle  of  an  intcrcQmmunity  of  worlhip, 
fp  favourable  to  the  growth  of  Polytheifm  and 
Idolatry,  could  find  |io  place  in  a  fyftem  of  reli- 
gion intended  for  the  reformation  of  mankind, 
nor  could  pol&bly  be  adopted  by  its  votaries* 
*  For  what  fellowfliip  hath  rightcoufaefs  with  unr 
^  righteoufnefs  ?  and  what  coqimunion  hath  liglit 
^  with  darkncfs  ?  and  what  concord  bath  Chrift 
f  with  Belial  f ?'  The  worfliippers  of  the  true  God 
\yere  not  left  at  liberty  to  enter  into  any  terms 
of  accoqoimodaiion  with  idolatry ;  but,  on  the  con-r 
trary,  were  ftriftly  bound,  by  their  religious  prin^ 
ciples  and  profcffion,  openly  to  renounce  it,  bpth 
in  words  and  anions.  As  dutiful  fubje£ts  of 
the  kingdom  of  God,  they  were  indifpenfably 
obliged  to  avow  their  allegiance  to  him  in  the 
mod:  public  manner,  to  reverence  his  laws,  and 
difclaim  J^U  intcrcourfe  whatever  with  thofe  falfc 
deities  who  had  fo  long  ufurpcd  his  tlirone. 

This  w^  a  pitch  of  hcroifm  unknown  to  the 
mod  celebrated  characters  of  antiquity  among 
t)ie  heathens.  Their  different  fchools  of  phila- 
fcphy  were  mere  feminaries  of  difputation  j  and 
|heir  abftrufe  theories  were  neither  intended,  nor 

indeed 
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indeed  calculated,  to  reform  the  religious  fenti- 
ments  of  mankind.    To  undeceive  the  vulgar 
was  accounted  a  dangerous  and  impolitic  under- 
taking, as  their  religions  fyftem  was  incorporated 
with  the  civil  conftitution,  and  its  public  rites  of 
worfliip  were  conjoined  and  enforced  as  laws  of  , 
the  ftatc.  So  univerfally  was  this  principle  adopt- 
ed as  a  fixed  rule  of  condud,  that  even  the  di- 
vine Socrates,  as  he  has  been  called,  meanly 
truckled  to  the  eftabliflied  fuperftition  of  his 
country,  and,  with  his  dying  breath,  vindicated 
himfelf  from  the  grqundlefs  charge  of  impiety  to 
the  gods  whom  they  acknowledged  and^  adored. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  the  principle  of  non- 
conformity to  thofe  falfe  religions,  that  pro^iurcd 
the  fjrft  Chriftians  fo  much  hatred  and  perfecu- 
tion.from  the  world  ;  but  then  it  was  a  neceffa^ 
ry  principle  to  be  obferved  on  their  part,  in  or- 
der to  carry  on  the  important  defign  of  the  gof- 
pel  with  any  profpeQ:  of  fuccefs ;  for,  without 
fuch  a  conduft,  it  would  have  been  a  moft  ab- 
furd  and  infignificant  inftitution  for  the  refor- 
mation of  mankind  in  matters  of  religion.  To 
confefs  their  religion  before  men,  became  there- 
fore a  duty  of  the  greateft  importance,  and  pri- 
mary pbligation,  to  which  the  higheft  honours 
H  and 
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and  rewards  were  promifed  in  a  future  ftatc,  tor 
compenfatc  all  their  prcfcnt  loffes  and  fuffcrings 
for  righteoufncfs  fake.  ^  Whofoever/  faith  our 
Saviour,  •  fliall  confcfs  me  before  men,  him 

*  will  I  confcfs  aifo  before  my  Father  which  is  in 

*  heaven.    But,  whofoever  flialL  deny  me  before 

*  men,  him  will  I  deny  before  my  Father  which 

*  is  in  heaven  ^/ 

Indeed,  to  confcfs  our  religion  in  fuch  perilous 
times  as  the  firft  age  of  the  gofpej,  is  a  quite 
different  matter  from  the  common  profeffion  of 
Ciiriftianity  in  times  of  public  peace.  With  re- 
gard to  the  generality,  it  fignifies  no  more  than 
affuming  a  mete  name,  in  dutward  dtoomina- ' 
tlon,  in  compliance  with  prevailing  cuftom  and 
example.  Thus,  the  parable  fuppofes,  in  the 
way  of  predldiion,  that  marty  Would  affume  the 
profeffion  of  the  gofpel,  when  no  evident  hazard 
or  inconvenicncy  attended  it.  *  When  trdublc 
^  and  perfecution  arifeth  becaufe  of  the  word^ 
^  by  and  bye  they  are  offended  f This  proved  a 
ftunxbling-block  in  their  way,  as  the  original 
word  properly  fignifies,  which  Hot  only  flopped 
their  progrefs,  but  occafioned  their  falling  j  or, 
as  it  IS  reprefented  in  another  parable,  they  be- 
gan to  build  without  counting  the  cofl,  and  there- 
fore 
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fore  were  not  able  to  finifh*  A  profcffion  of  re- 
ligion, taken  iip  at  random,  and  without  due  con- 
fideration  of  the  confequcnces,  muft  always  im- 
dcrgo  a  like  fate ;  for,  as  the  fcorching  heat  of 
the  fun  foon  burnt  up  the  tender  blade  that  fprung 
up  in  the  ground,  which  had  not  fulEcicnt  depth 
of  foil  to  nourifh  it  into  perfcaion  ;  fo  the  fiery 
trial  of  pcrfccution  quickly  deftroycd  the  faireft 
blpffoms  of  faith  and  piety  in  fuch  temporizing 
Chriftians,  and  prevented  their  ripening  into 
their  genuine  fruits. 

Upon  the  whole,  a  temporary  and  occaiional 
virtue  is  of  a  fickly  and  unfound  conftitution  ;  it 
faints  in  the  day  of  trial,  and  is  withered  by  eve- 
ry blaft  of  adverfe  fortune.  Thefc  outward  trials 
do  not  make  men  infincere,  but  find  them  fo, 
and  fervc  only  to  difcover  their  hypocrify  to  the 
world.  The  fire  which  feparates  the  drofs  from 
the  pure  gold,  makes  no  part  drofs  which  was 
not  drofs  before  :  And,  in  like  manner,  the  hard- 
ihips  and  dangers  that  fometimes  accompany  a 
religious  profeffion,  put  it  to  the  proof  whether 
*  we  ferve  God  with  a  perfcft  heart  and  a  willing 
^mind;'  that  is,  from  an  inward  fenfc  of  duty 
and  gratitude  ;  or,  from  motives  of  fecular  inter- 
cft  and  profit,  in  which  religion  is  not  at  all 
(;oncemed. 

D  1  S 
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PARABLE  OF  THE  SOWER. 

THE  third  fort  of  unprofitable  hearers,  our 
Saviour  charaderizcs  by  the  ground  ovcr^ 
run  with  thorns,  which,  fpringing  up  along  with 
the  good  feed,  foon  choakcd  it,  and  prevented  aiiy 
farther  progrefs.  In  like  manner,  he  tells  ua^  in 
the  cxpofition  of  the  parable,  ^  That  the  care  of 
^  the  world,  and  the  deceitfulnefs  of  riches.,  choak 
^  the  word,  and  they  become  unfruitful -j;'  Heic 
he  plainly  afferts,  that  a  worldly  temper  an4difpQT 
fition,  which  attaches  us  too  much  to  the  advan* 
tages  and  pleafuxes  of  this  prefent  life,  is  anocl^er 
great  obftru£tion  to  our  religious  improvement  un- 
der the  difpenfation  of  the  gqipeL  In  this  iaft  cafe^ 
we  fee  the  procefs  went  farther  than  in  the  two 
former.  Here  the  feed  found  fufficient  depth  of 
foil  to  nourifli  it,  and  was  not  blaljled  by  the  in«- 

clemency 
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ctemency  of  the  fcafon :  On  the  contrary,  the 
elements  were  favourable,  and  the  profped  for  z 
confiderablc  time  was  promifing*  Accordingly, 
the  feed  took  root  and  fprung  up  qaickly }  but 
the  foil  being  foul  of  itfclf,  there  fprang  up,  at  the 
fame  time,  many  noxious  weeds,  which  prevail- 
ed againfl:  it,  and  prevented  its  farther  growth 
and  increafe. 

We  are  hereby  inftrufted,  that  thofc  multipli- 
ed and  anxious  cares  which  proceed  from  all 
indrdinate  love  of  the  world,  and  particular- 
ly from  the  love  of  riches,  have  a  fimtlar  cBkOt 
upon  the  mind,  by  hindering  religious  knowledge 
and  inftru&ion  from  producing  habits  of  pety 
and  goodncfs.  The  gofpel  propofe^  to  our 
confideration,  a  plan  for  conducing  us  to  heavea- 
ly  glbry  and  felicity,  and  clearly  points  out  the 
way  that  leads  to  it.  We  are  excited  by  every 
intcrcfting  motive  to  fcek  after  it  with  unremitting 
ardout  and  perfcvcrence.  But,  in  proportion  aft 
worldly  objefts  occupy  our  thoughts,  and 
engage  our  attention,beyond  what  nature  did'ates, 
or  religion  prefcribcs,  OUr  zeal  and  aftivity  wiH 
belQackened  in  profecuting  ourevcrlafting  felicity 
ia  the  world  to  conde.  While  Martha  was  too 
much  abforbed  in  thefe  inferior  concerns,  her 

fifter 
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filler  Mary  was  employed  in  the  care  of  her  foul, 
by  attending  to  her  Saviour's  inftru^ions,  for 
which  ihe  received  fo  high  an  encomium  from 
hit  liu:red  lips.-*-*  One  thin^;  is  needful,  ^d  Mary 

*  hathchofen  that  better  part,  which  fhall  not  be 
^  taken  away  from  her 

But,  to  return  to  the  parable,  lo^hen  our  Saviour 
reprefents  the  defire  of  riches  as  an  obftacle  tp 
our  growth  in  grace  and  holinefs,  he  does,  not 
mean  that  malignant  and  criminal  degree  of.  this 
paifion  which  excludes  entirely  the  love  of  God 
from  our  breafts.  This  is  not  fo  much  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  an  obftrudion  to  religious  improvement, 
as  a  total  corruption  of  heart,  and  fuppofes  not 
merely  the  weaknefs,  but  the  want  of  every 
good  principle  and  feeling  which  religious  in- 
ftru&ion  might  work  upon  for  our  advantage. 

*  The  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil  f  ,*  when 

it  thus  takes  entire  pofleffion  of  the  foul,  and  en^ 

grofles  one's  whole  .  attention  to  this  fmgle  obr 

jcd. — ^The  perfons  here  charafti^ed  arc  fqppofed 

not  to  have  arriye4  at  fhis  pitch  of  depravity,  nor 

to  have  imbibed  fuch  an  exorbitant  love  of  the 

world,  as  e:^cl.udes  ^11  thought  and  concern  about 

futurity; 
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futurity.  On  the  contrary,  the  truths  of  religion^ 
like  good  feed,  have  been  received  into  their 
minds,  and  even  made  fo  much  impreffion  on 
their  hearts,  as  to  prevent  their  engaging  in  the 
profligate  coiirfes  of  the  world.  But,  alas !  thefc 
fair  blofibms  of  piety  and  virtue,  which  adorned 
their  early  youth,  are  foon  biafled  i  for,  as  they 
advance  in  years,  they  evidently  decline  in  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs;  The  good  feed  is  in  a  great 
mcafure  loft,  and  brings  not  forth  to  maturity^ 
*the  fruits  ofholinefs,  which  are  to  the  praifc 
*  and  glory  of  God*' 

Now,  this  fatal  deficiency,  our  Saviour  afcribes 
to  the  fucceeding  cares  of  the  world,  which  gra- 
dually weaken  thefe  good  difpofitions,  and  ren- 
der their  rcfiftence,to  the  influence  of  worldly  ob- 
jcfts  every  day  more  feeble.  Such  perfons  will 
not  indeed  feek  after  riches,  by  arts  of  diflioncfty 
and  direfl  injuftice,  nor  fuffer  themfclvcs  to 
range  at  large  in  the  forbidden  fields  of  unlawful 
plcafure,  in  oppofition  to  the  convift.ons  of  con- 
fcicnce,  and  the  precepts  of  religidn.  But  then 
they  arc  too  keenly  engaged  in  the  purfuit  of 
lawful  objefts  and  gratifications.  They  are  too 
ftrongly  attached,  in  their  aflFcaions,  to  the  vani- 
ties of  the  world  j  too  much  elated  with  fuccefs,  and 

dejeftcd 
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4ejefted  \rkh  di£appdntments  in  tkcif  favtMiritc 
purfuits.   They  wifii  for  more  dian  they  qin  en* 
joy,  and  are  too  apt  to  envy  the  profpcrity.  of  o- 
thers.   Though,  hearen  is  to  them  an  objed:  of 
d^fire,  and  even,  on  particular  occafions,  of  fcri^* 
Qus  thought  and  concern,  yet  the  habitual  bent 
and  difpoiition  of  their  minds  is  tovards  the 
world,  and  the  things  thereof.   Their  fpiritual 
defires  quickly  fubiide,  and  foon  yield  to  the  fu- 
pcrior  force  and  impulfc  of  their  fcnfual  paflions. 
In  Ihort,  when  men  make  too  much  hafte,  and  dif- 
cover  too  great  anxiety  to  become  rich,  though 
within  the  compafs  of  lawful  induftryj  when  they 
fuflfer  themfelves  to  be  fo  much  embarrafled  with 
worldly  cares  and  proje£ls,  as  to  find  but  little 
leifure  or  inclination  to  give  attention  to  their 
fouls,  and  their  everlafling  concerns,  fuch  per* 
fqns  are  precifely  in  the  fituation  of  the  groupd 
Qver-run  with  thorns,  which,  by  choaking  the  good 
feed,  prevented  its  fertility* — ^Their  hearts  arc 
like  a  divided  empire   between  God  and  the 
world,  or  a  balance  fo  equally  poifed,  that  fome- 
times  the  one  fcale  preponderates,  and  fometimes 
the  other;  their  virtues  therefore  cannot  fail  to  be 
few  in  number,  and  much  adulterated  with  the  al- 
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loy  of  earthly  palGons,  which  muft  proportion- 
ably  diminifh  their  beauty  and  excellence. 

This  general  truth  might  be  farther  illuftrated, 
by  Ihewing  the  inconfiftcncy  of  this  worldly  fpirit 
and  temper,  with  the  moft  eminent  graces  and 
virtues  required  by  the  gofpel,  and  confequently 
how  prejudicial  it  muft  prove  to  their  culture,  in 
proportion  to  its  prcvalency  in  our  minds.  For 
inftance,  while  our  hearts  are  fo  much  attached 
to  things  prefent  and  fcnfiblc,  while  they  are  dif- 
tra&ed  with  anxious  care  and  follicitu^e  how  to 
obtain  or  fecure  the  poflcffion  of  them,  how  can 
we  ever  attain  that  elevation  of  foul  above  all  the 
obje£ls  of  fenfe,  that  lively  felicity  of  divine  things, 
that  glow  of  fpiritual  affedions,  in  which  the 
true  worship  and  ddvotion  of  the  heart  con- 
fift  ?  The  cares  and  plcafures  of  this  life,  like 
bird-Fi me,  fetter  the  wings  of  the  foul,  and  flop  its 
flight  towards  heaven,  and  the  things  which  arc 
above.  While  our  fouls  cleave  as  it  were  to  the 
duft  of  the  earth,  and  all  our  affedions  gravitate 
towards  this  world  as  their  proper  centre ;  while 
fenfe  and  appetite  are  the  ruling  principles  of  our 
condud,  and  the  gratification  of  them  our  chief 
purfuit,  how  can  we  poffibly  rclifli,  in  any  high 
degree,  the  pure  and  fpiritual  joys  of  religion  j 
I  thofe 
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thofc  joys  which  flow  from  the  knowledge  an* 
contemplation  of  God,  from  a  confcioufncfs  of 
fincere  love  and  gratitude  to  him, and  from  a  pcr- 
fcft  rcfignation  of  our  wills  to  the  unerring  ap-' 
pointmcnts  of  hia  providence?  How  can  we  im- 
prove in  that  divine  faith,  which  \t  *  the  evi- 

*  dencc  of  things  not  feen,the  fabftance  of  thing&^ 

*  hoped  for,*  and,  in  a  manner,  realizes  them  to 
the  mind,  while  objeds  prefent  and  fenfible  fa 
much  engage  our  thoughts,  and  captivate  our 
affcdions?  How  can  we  make  profkicncy  in- 
the  grace  of  humility;  which  iy  the  foundation  oi 
all  other  Chriftian  virtues,  if  we  fuScr  ourfelve^ 
to  be  intoxicated  with  the  pride  ef  worldly  riches 
and  honours  ?  How  can  we  abound  in  charity^ 
in  works  of  beneficence  to  our  brethren  of  man- 
kind, while  our  hearts  are  hardened,  and,  as  it 
were,  crufted  over  with  the  felfifli  cares  of  the 
world,  which  have  an  evident  tendency  to  limit 
the  operation  of  this  divine  principle? 

Upon  the  whole,  this  parable  inftrudsus,  that. 
In  order  to  improve  in  a  truly  Chriftian  temper,^ 
and  to  cultivate  thofc  exalted  virtues  required  by 
the  gofpel  as  eflential  to  our  happinefs,  we  muft 
keep  our  defires  of  worldly  enjoyments  within 
proper  bounds,  and  not  HuSer  ourfclves  to  be  en** 

lhared 
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Jhared  the  ddufive  hopes  which  they  infpire. 
By  accuftoming  ourfclves  to  voluntary  aSs  of  fclf- 
denial,  as  a  proper  difciplinc  of  the  heart,  we 
Aould  lea^n  tQ  keep  our  fenfual  appetites  and  paf- 
fions  under  due  government  and  fubjedionj  for, 
in  fuch  a  temperate  and  untroubled  (late  of  mind, 
the  faireft  virtues  will  take  deep  root,  and  flourifh 
as  in  their  native  foiU 

This  na;turally  leads  us  to  cotigder  the  lafl 
part  of , the  parable,  which  defcribcs  the  qualities 
oi  the  good  ground  where  the  feed  wa^  properly 
nouriihed,  and  brought  forth  fruit  into  perfec- 
tion^ This  our  Lord  underftands  of  thofe  ^  who, 
<  in  an  i^^nefl  an4  good  heart,  having  heard  th^ 
^  wprd,  do  keep  it,  and  bring  forth  fruit  with 
>  patience  *  /  fonje  an  hundred  fold,  fome  fixty, 
and  fome  thirty.  In  this  account  of  the  qualities 
4>f  the  good  ground,  or  jthat  honcft  and  good 
.heart  fignified  thereby,  he  evidently  stUujdes  to 
ithe  diftinguifliing  qualities  of  the  three  former 
Ibils^  by  way  jof  contraft.  We  fliall  therefore 
iconfider  them  in  that  comparative  view,  in  or- 
der more  fully  to  Uluftrate  the  defign  of  this 
beautiful  parable* 


♦  Luke  *•  15, 
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And,  KThc  good  ground  is  faid  to  « kcq)  the 
feed/  and  is  thereby  diftinguiflicdfrom  the  high* 
wa)r  where  it  was  occafionally  fcattcrcd^  and  im- 
mediately picked  up  hy  the  fowls  of  the  air. 
The  covering  of  the  feed  is  neccffary  to  its 
growth,  and  here  fignifics  that  ferious  attention 
of  mind  to  the  evidence  and  importance  of  the 
gofpcl,  as  containing  *  the  words  of  eternal  life  i* 
that  devout  remembrance  and  frequent  recollec- 
tion of  its  facrcd  truths,  which  are  abfolutcly  ne- 
ccffary to  eftablilh  a  rational  perfuafion,  or  a  lad- 
ing imprcffion  of  them  in  the  heart.  This,  then, 
is  the  primary  quality  that  conftitutes  ^  a  good 
•  and  honcft  heart,*  without  which  we  can  nei-. 
ther  begin  or  make  proficiency  ip  a  truly  Chrifti- 
an  temper  and  converfation. 

A  fincere  difpofition  to  do  the  will  of  God^ 
and  to  comply  with  our  duty,  as  far  as,  it  is  re- 
vealed to  us,  will  enable  us  to  make  a  candid  in- 
quiry into  the  truth  of  the  gofpel.  As  we  are 
not  left  at  liberty  to  rejea  the  gofpel,  without 
examining  its  claims  and  pretcnfions,  fo  neither 
muft  we  reft  fatisfied  with  a  fpeculativc  know- 
ledge or  belief  of  its  principles.  No  theory  of 
right  fentimcnts,  no  fyftem  of  religious  belief, 
even  though  founded  in  truth,  can  poffibly  avail 

us. 


US,'  if  wc  do  not  ftudy  to  conform  our  temper  and 
condud  to  its  laws  and  inftitutions,  and  comply 
with  the  defign  of  its  publication.  At  the  fame 
time,  an  boneft  and  good  heart,  impregnated,  as 
it  were,  with  the  love  of  truth,  is  the  beft  prefer- 
vatire  againft  dangerous  miftakes  in  religion. 
A  man  of  this  difpofition  fearches  with  candour, 
and  therefore  with  fuccefs  :  He  hath  no  prejudice 
or  prepoflclfion,  no  intereft  againft  the  truth ;  he 
is  only  foUicitous  to  avoid  error  and  delufion. 

*  He  that  doth  the  will  of  God,'  fays  our  Saviour^ 

*  lhall  know  of  the  do6b:ine  whidi  I  teach,  whc- 

*  ther  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  fpeak  of  my- 

*  fclf.»*  To  the  fitmc  purppfe  are  the  words  of  So- 
^lomon*  *  The  integrity  of  the  upright  fliall  guide 

*  him,  and  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  perfect  fliall  di- 

*  reS  his  way  f^.*  In  like  manner,  th<i  Pfalmift  af- 
fures  us,  that  ^  God  will  guide  the  medc  in  judge- 

*  ment,  and  clearly  teach  them  his  y^zj  |.*    *  Be 

*  closithed  with  humility,  *  fays  the  apoftlc  Peter, 
'  for  God  refifteth  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace  to 
'  the  humble  §/  All  which,  and  fuch  like  ezpref- 
fions,have  the  £ame  important  meaning,  viz. 

That 

*  Johnvii.  17.    f  Prov.  xi.  3.      J  Pfalms  xxv.  9. 
^  I.  Peter  V,  5. . 


(    70  ) 


Tbat  a  fincere  and  unfeigned  defire  to  kxiow  the 
jtrtitb,  is  the  bed  qualification  in  itfcif  to  find  it 
out ;  and,  belidcs,  lays  our  minds  open  to  receive 
the  enlightening  and  purifying  influences  of  the 
divine  Spirit,  who  hath  promifed  to  lead  them  into 
^ail  neceffary  and  important  truth,  and  lecure  them 
againil  every  pernicious  error. 

2.  In  oppofitl6n  to  the  charader  of  tbofe, 
whofe  hearts  are  fo  perplexed  with  worldly  cares, 
that  rdi^ous  inftrudion  is  lofl;  and  difSpafed 
amidft  a  thoufand  diftradions ;  thpfe  of  an 
honefl:  and  good  heart  are  faid  to  keep  and  che- 
rifli  it  until  it  produces  the  fruits  pf  wifdom  and 
righteoufiiefs.  Deeply  fenfible  of  the  guilt  and 
danger  of  fuch  piirfuits,  when  they  engrofs  the  at- 
tention, and  diflurb  the  peace  of  their  mind, 
they  apply  themfelvcs,  in  e^mcflj  to  fecurc  an  in- 
tcrcft  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  as  the  |^cc>t  ab- 
jed  of  their  dcfires  and  ambition,  to  which  crcry 
other  aim  and  purfuit  fliould  ^bc  made  fobfervi- 
cnt.  They  who  love  tlic  trufth,  and  cherifli^it 
in  their  hearts,  who  give  due  attention  to  the 
inftrudions  of  religion,  are  fully  conviwccd, 
that  even  the  gain  of  the  world,  though  it 
were  attainable,  and  much  le&  fo  inconfiderable 
a  portion  of  it  as  may  poifibly  fall  to  any  man*s 
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fliare^  can  never  compenlatc  the  lofs  of  the  ith* 
mortal  foul,  and  the  forfeiture  of  everlaftinghappi- 
ncfs.  He,  therefore,  who  entertains  fuch  fenti- 
ments  as  thefe,  and  eftimates  objefts  by  the 
fiandard  of  divine  truth,  will  ^  feek  firft  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  its  righteoufnefs,'  as  his 
principal  concern^  referring  all  other  things  to  the 
wifdoai  and  care  of  that  fupreme  difpofer,  who 
knows  what  meafijre  and  proportion  of  earthly 
blcffings  is  beft  for  us.  He  will  therefore  be  di- 
figent  in  his  worldly  occupation,  without  diftrac- 
tion ;  careful^  without  anxiety  ;  denied  to  iinful 
pleafures,  and  moderate  in  the  ufe  of  every  law« 
ful  gratification.  He  lives  in  the  world  untainted 
with  the  corruptions  of  it :  He  taftes  of  the 
comforts  of  Ufe,  with  the  indifference  of  a  traveller, 
that  is  chiefly  concerned  to  finiQi  his  courfe  with 
joy,  and  fecure  a  fafe  paflage  to  the  heavenly 
country,  where  all  his  defires  and  hopes  are  fi- 
nally centred..  It  is  evident,  that  thofe  dodrines 
of  the  gofpel,  which  are  humbling  to  our  natural 
pride,  and  thofe  precepts  which  are  unpalatable  to 
flefb  and  blood,  will  be  eafily  admitted  by  perfons 
of  fuch  moderate  fentiments  and  defires,  of  fuch  a 
candid  and  difpafiionate  temper  of  mind,  free  from 
the  cmbarraffmcnt  of  worldly  cares.  Whereas, 

on. 
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on  the  contrary,  thofe  who  are  too  much  attach- 
ed to  things  prefent  and  fenfible>  and  have  top 
high  a  relifli  for  the  pleafurcs  of  this  life,  are  not 
in  a  proper  difpofition  for  harkening  to  the  voice 
of  religion,  calling  oft  their  attention  from  fuch 
deceitful  vanities,  to  the  purfuit  of  fpiritual  and 
heavenly  joys. 

3.  Another  quality  of  the  gopd  ground  is, 
*  that  it  brought  forth  fruit  with  patience  ;*  by 
which  it  is  diftinguifhed  from  the  ftony  ground, 
where  the  feed,  being  only  flightly  covered,  pcrilh- 
cd  through  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun.  Pcr- 
fons  rcprefented  by  this  fort  of  foil,  are  naturally 
fuppofed  to  be  proof  againft  common  and  ordinary 
temptations  from  the  allurements  of  pleafure,  but 
to  want  fortitude  and  ftrength  of  mind  to  fupport 
them  under  trials  and  fufferings,  for  righteoufiie& 
lake.  There  is,  however,  an  evident  conncfHon 
between  thefe  two  charaflers}  and  the  one  natursd- 
ly  paves  the  way  for  the  other.  Becaufe  the  fame 
inordioate  attachment  to  this  world,  that  makes 
men  hypocrites  or  formal  profefTors,  when  religion 
is  in  fafhion,  will  make  them  apoftates  when  it  is 
in  difgrace  and  danger.  Thus,  we  fee  the  young 
man  whom  Jefus  loved,  when  the  hard  terms  of 
forlaking  all  and  following  Chrift  were  propofed 

to 
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16  tiim,  ^  went  away  forrowfiil,  becaufe  he  had 
«  great  poffcffions**.  In  oppofit'ion  to  both  thcfc, 
he  who  reccivizfs  religiotis  iiiftru&ion  into  an  ho- 
ned and^pright  heart,  *  brings  forth  fruit  with 
^  padence/  Wheteby  it  is  plainly  intimated,  that 
gemdne  piety  and  virtue  is  not  only  pure  from  the 
drofs  of  inordinate  worldly  paffions,  in  times  of 
public  peaee^but  is  fuperior  to  dangers  and  difEcul' 
.fcies  in  times  of  public  trials  Patience  ;ahd  pcr- 
fevcrance  in  welI*doing,is  the  only  teft  of  a  fincerc 
and  unfeigned  profeilion  of  the  gofpel,  and  a 
thorough  conviftidndf  its  truth*  Wemiift  there- 
fore add  to  our  faith,  virtue  to  fupportit ;  for,  as 
j^ith  is  tht  guide  atid  condtiftor  of  true  virtue,  fd 
Virtue  gives  ftrengthand  (lability  to  religious  faith. 
The  fame  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun  which  burnt 
lip  the  weakly  produftions  of  the  ftony  ground^ 
ferved  tb  chcrifli  the  feed  caft  into  the  good  foil^ 
Jind  to  ripen  it  gradually  unto  pcffcdion.  The 
amiable  graces  and  tirtues  of  the  faihts  refembling^ 
in  this  refped,  the  ftars  in  the  natural  firmament^ 
which  are  cclipfed  during  the  funfhtne  ofprofperi- 
ty,  but  Ihitie  forth  wirh  the  brighteft  luftrc  in  the 
dark  night  of  afl9ii6lion.  By  fuch  outward  trials j 
E  their 
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their  integrity  is  not  only  manifefted  and  difco- 
vercd,  but  alfo  ftrengthcncd  and  *  confirmed 
'  unto  the  end/  In  this  furnace^  their  faith  and 
piety,  like  gold  feparated  from  its  alloy,  become 
more  precious  and  pure  in  the  fight  of  God. 

But,  4.  There  is  another  natural  and  ftrikmg 
circumftance  of  refemblance  fuppofed  iuxthe  para- 
ble, that  the  good  ground  was  not  alike  fruitful, 
but  that  fome  parts  of  it  produced  *  an  hundred- 
*  fold,  fome  fixty,  and  fomc  thirty.*    A  fimilar 
variety  may  be  obfcrved  in  the  religious  improve- 
ments of  thofe  who  receive  the  truth,  and  keep 
it  in  an  honefl:  and  good  heart.   The  minds  of 
fome  feem  naturally,  as  it  were,  to  be  of  a  better 
foil,  for  the  produftions  of  virtue,  than  others. 
And,  where  this  happy  difpofition  and  docility  of 
heart  meets  with  proper  education  and  culture. 
It  win  not  fail  to  produce  the  mod  excellent  vir- 
tues, and  in  the  htgheft  degree  of  perfedion, 
which  our  prefent  imperfed  ftate  can  poifibly  ad- 
mit of.   Others,  again,  lefs  favourably  difpofed 
by  the  hand  of  nature,  yet,  by  due  care  and  dif- 
cipline,  are  fufceptible  of  confiderable  improve- 
ments in  real  goodnefs,  although  in  an  inferior 
degree  of  moral  excellence.  Even  thofe  who  en- 
joy the  fame  means  and  opportunities  of  religious 
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ipftruffion,  do  not  always  make  equal  proficiency 
in  true  hglinefs.  For,  as  the  produce  from  the 
fame  feed,  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  will 
generally  bear  a  proportion  to  the  different  kinds 
of  foil  into  which  it  is  caft :  In  like  manner,  the 
virtues  of  fome,  not  only  feem  to  be  more  folid 
and  fubftantial,  and  lefs  mixed  with  human  infir- 
mity, but  alfo  to  advance  with  a  quicker  growth, 
and  to  ripen  into  greater  maturity  and  perfeftion, 
than  the  virtues  of  others.  Yet  ftill,  the  chief 
difference  of  pnens  prpgrcfs  in  religion,  under  the 
difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  will  always  .depend  on 
the  different  degrees  of  attention  they  give  to 
religious  inftruftion,  and  the  care  of  their  fouls. 
In  general,  we  may  obferve,  that,  as  the  bcft  na- 
'  tural  foil  for  cultivation,  if  totally  ncgleacd,  will 
produce  of  itfelf  the  moft  noxious  weeds,  and  in' 
tbc  grcateft  abundance  j  fo  the  beft  natural  difpo-* 
fition  and  caft  of  mind,  without  proper  culture 
and  difeipline,  and  elpccially  if  corrupted  by  bad 
principles  ^ind  education,  wiU  not  fail  to  flioot 
forth  into  the  moft  hateful  and  pernicious  vices. 
The  hiftory  of  mankind,  which,  as  it  were,  ana^ 
ton(iizes  the  human  mind,  hath  furnifhed  us  with 
the  moft  glaring  proofs,  what  influence  a  falfe 
994  niiftakcn  piety,  founded  on  erroneous  prin-^ 
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ciples  and  views  of  religion,  may  have  upon  cbe 
confcience,  to  pervert  its  natural  fcntiments  of 
right  and  wrong,  fa  as  to  call  evil  good,  and 
good  evil.   How  often  have  fuch  deluded  vota- 
ries of  a  blind  and  bigotted  fuperftition,  thought 
they  #ere  doing  God  good  fervice,  by  commit- 
ting not  only  adls  of  the  bafeft  lewdncfs,  but  alfq 
of  the  moft  barbarous  cruelty  to  themfelvqs  or 
others  ?   A  ftrong  and  convincing  proof  it  is, 
how  naturally  true  piety  and  wifdom,  vinue  and 
prudence,  are  allied  together,  and  afford  mutual 
aid  and  fuppo^t  to  each  other*   How  ii^finitely 
diveifified  are  the  moral  charaders  and  deferts 
of  men  ?    How  improper  judges  are  we  of  the 
comparative  excellence  and  yirtqc  of  goftd  men, 
or.  of  the  guilt  and  demerit  of  the  vicious,  from 
pur  not  knowing  the  true  ftate  of  their  minds, 
the  cpnftitutional  bias  and  balance  of  their  natUr 
ral  paflions,  together  y^ith  the  temptations  arifmg^. 
from  their  outward  fituatipn  and  circumltances 
in  life  ?   This  judgment  belongs  only  to  Gpd, 
who  formed  the  fpirit  of  nian  within  him,  and 
therefore  only  qualified  to  fearch  the  heart,  and 
to  render  to  every  man  according  to  bis  works. 

To  conclude,  with  what  propriety  docs  our 
Sayipur  recommend  tp  us,  as  the  moral  inftruc- 
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tipp  of  the  parable,^  that  wc  take  heed  how  we 
^'hcar  Whence  is  it  that  religious  inftrudion 
fp  little  produi^iye  of  the  precious  fruits  of 
^ifdom  and  rigbteoufnefs  f  That  fo  much  igno<? 
ranee  and  depravity  abounds,  even  among  thofc 
who  are  favoured  with  the  belt  means  and  op? 
portunities  of  religious  improvement  f  That  fq 
few  fccm  to  be  growing  in  grace  and  goodnefe, 
improying  in  a  Cbriftian  temper  and  converfa« 
tion?  That  fo  many,  on  the  contrary,  are  either 
altogether  *  barren  and  unfruitful  in  the  know-* 
f  ledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,*  or  declining  in 
piety  and  virtue,  fo  that  *  the  things  which  re- 
^  main,  are  ready  to  die  V  This  parable  inftru^ 
us,  that,  where  good  feed  is  fown,  the  criminal 
dcfeft  lies  in  thp  hearers  themfelvcsi  in  their  want 
of  c^mdour  and  attention  j  or,  as  it  is  here  e:&preired, 
off  an  hwieft  and  good  heart,'  for  nourifliing  the 
fame  iftto  maturity.  The  fame  corrupt  prejudices 
and  paffions  will,  in  every  age,  produce  the  famf^ 
liurtful  confequcnces  and  cflFeds.  If  men  arc  lift- 
Icfi  and  indifferent  about  religiouij  and  the  ftatc 
pf  their  own  fouls  j  if  worldly  cares  and  purftiit^ 
pngrofs  their  attention,  anji  leave  np  rpoiri  for 
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more  ferious  and  interefling  refledlons ;  if  they 
have  not  fortitude  or  rcfolution  to  combat  with 
difficulties,  but  are  ready  to  faint  and  give  way,  on 
the  firft  appearance  of  danger  j  if  they  are  not  ful-f 
ly  determined  to  do  the  will  of  God  upon  the  dijft 
covery  of  it,  and  to  comply  with  the  whole  prc- 
fcription  of  the  gofpd ;  they  will  either  rejed  it 
altogether,  or  frame  to  themfehres  a  fcheme  of 
religion  more  calculated  for  promoting  their  pre« 
fent  eafe  and  conveniency,  than  their  future  and 
everlafting  happinefst  Moft  juftly  is  felf-denial, 
therefore,  enjoined  by  our  Saviour,  as  the  firft  lef- 
fon  of  Chriftianity,  without  which  we  fliall  never 
give  a  candid  reception  to  the  dodrines,  nor  yield 
a  cordial  obedience  to  the  precepts  of  this  divine 
philofophy.  It  is,  indeed,  a  matter  of  great  diffi^ 
culty,  to  make  men  fenfible  of  this  truth ;  to 
perfuade  them  to  fearch  their  own  hearts  for  tha(« 
root  of  bitternefs,  out  of  which  fo  mapy  mif*-, 
chiefs  proceed*  Indeed, 

Rather  than  confcfs  it,  they  will  transfer  the 
blame  to  any  thing,  nay,  to  every  thing  clfc  ; 
They  will  adopt  the  mod  frivolous  excufes  to 
fliift  it  from  themfelves.  They  will  lay  the  fault 
upon  their  paftors,  however  wife  and  faithful  in  the 
difcharge  of  their  office,  and,  which  is  ftiU  ^nore 
impious,  upon  the  alledged  partiality  and  fcantin 
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6f  diTine  aid  afforded  them ;  as  if  the  Al- 
mighty at  any  time  denied  his  grace  to  the  up- 
right, or  could  make  men  pious  and  idrtuous 
againft  their  wills,  and  without  their  concurrence. 
The  benign  influences  of  the  heavens,  inftead  of 
faperfeding,  on  the  contrary,  encourage  the  la« 
hour  of  the  hufbandman,  and  render  it  efficaci- 
ous. And,  in  like  manner,  the  promifes  of  diiane 
aid,  <  to  help  our  infirmities,'  are  intended  to 
rouze  our  natural  powers  of  a&ion,  to  itir  us  up 
to  a  diligent  and  continued  exertion  of  them,  in 
profecuting  the  concerns  of  our  immortal  fouls. 

*  Work  out  your  own  ialvation  with  fear  and 
'  trembling ;  for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  you 

*  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafurc  ^/ 

♦  Philip.  iLn. 


theP  AR  ABlE     tkc  T  AltS  S*^ 


THIS  parable  is  fimilar  to  the  formcri  and 
feems  to  be  intended  as  an  ampHflcation  of 
jts  general  dcfign  ^nd  moraL  The  one  refers  to 
the  time  of  fowing,  and  the  obftru6tions  to  ferti- 
lity, arifing.from  the  nature  and  bad  qualities  of 
the  ground  itfelf  j  the  other  to  the  fucceeding 
feafon,  and  points  out  a  difadvantage  to  which 
the  beft  foil  is  expofed  after  feed-time,  from  the 
inatice  of  fecret  enemicsj  by  their  fowing  tares 
in  the  fame  field. 

This  parable,  as  well  as  the  formei',  is  no  lefs 
a  parable  of  prediflion,  than  inftruftion,  rela- 
tive to  the:  future  ftatc  of  the  Cbriftiau  churchy 
when  it  fhould  furmount  the  feveral  perfecutions 
taifed  for  its  extirpation,  and  be  eftabliihed  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  public  peace  aind  profpcrity. 
Our  Saviour  reprefents,  in  this  beautiful  allegory, 
that  it  would  fuffcr  greater  prejudice,  as  to  its  true 
intereft^  ftoni  the  corruption  and  degeneracy  of 
its  members,  than  from  the  hatred  and  malice 
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of  avowed  enemies.  At  the  fame  time,  he  m- 
ftrufts  us,  that  thefe 'corruptions  of  thegofpeUin- 
ftitution,  which  fhould  be  unhappily  introduced, 
in  that  declining  age  of  religion,  were  not  to  be 
eradicated  by  methods  of  force  and  violence, 
but  by  fuch  n^cafures  only,  as  are  fuitable  to  the 
fpirit,  and  confiftcnt  with  the  defign  of  the  gofpel 
itfclf:  That  no  pretext  whatever  will  juftify  an 
attempt  fo  wicked  and  abfurd,  as  that  of  reform- 
ing errors  in  religion,  by  means  dcftruftive  of  all 
goodncfe  and  humanity  ;  or  of  promoting  the  in- 
tcreft  of  the  gofpcl  of  peace  by  war  and  by  blood- 
ied. This  fcems  to  be  the  true  moral  of  the 
parable;  to  illuftrate  and  enforce  which,  all  the  va- 
rious circumftanccs  are  excellently  contrived  and 
adjuftcd, 

Tbc  firft  thing  to  be  confidered,  is  the  malice 
and  fubtlety  of  the  enemy  of  all  righteoufnefs  em- 
ployed to  defeat  the  falutary  defign  of  the  gofpcl- 
difpcnfation.  As  the  fall  and  forfeiture  of  our 
firft  parents  in  Paradife,  is  afcribed  to  the  malig- 
nant influence  and  feducing  arts  of  this  wicked 
fpirit,  fo  he  is  reprefentcd  in  this,  and  in  the  for- 
mer parable,  as  the  grand,  adverfary  of  the  gof- 
pcl-difpenfation,  which  is  gracioufly  intended  to. 
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recover  us  from  a  ftate  oi  guilt  and  corruption  to 
happincfs  ^ind  immortal  life. «  Fop  this  pur|)ofc,tbc 
^  Son  of  God  was  manifcftcd,  that  be  might  de-* 
«  ftroy  the  works  of  the  Devil       He  firft  en- 
deavoured to  compafs  his  wicked  defign  by  open 
violence  and  perfecution,  in  order  to  intimidate 
men  from  the  profcfljon  of  thegofpel.  Thedecp^ 
Jy  rooted  prejudices  of  both  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
4gainft  a  religious  fyftem,  fopure  and  ^iritual.ia 
its  nature,  and  fo  mpralin  its  tendency,  rendered 
them  fit  inftruments  of  his  i^alice  and  rcfentr 
ment.  During  the  fpace  of  three  hundred  year5^ 
the  fword  pf  perfecution  was  uniheatl»ed,  aoxi 
drank  deep  of  the  blood  of  the  l^ints,  ^  Tbiouglji 
*  muchtribulation,  they  entered  into  the  kingdom 
^  of  God/  and  followed  the  footftcps  of  their  bea^ 
venly  leader  in  the  path  of  fuflfering, 

However,  the  fuperior  wifdom  of  God  tci- 
umphed  pver  all  the  defires  of  Satan  {  his  malice 
defeated  itfelf,  and  was  co^iducive,  in  the  iffue:^  to  J 
the  more  rapid  progrefs,  and  firmer  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  Chriftian  r^li^ion,  which  h?  labpur? 
cd  to  fubvert.  While  this  period  of  fufFcriijg 
continued,  true  piety  and  virtue  flourifted  5  a 

noble 

J  John  iii.  8^ 


(  9t  y 

ftfbhle  ^irit  an<l  zeal  for  religion  animated  its' 
votaries;  nnfound  profdlbrs  k^pt  at  a  diftance 
or  fled  tro^n  the  fiery  trial,  while  the  faith  and 
bofeicfg  of  the  finots  were  thereby  illuftra.- 
ted  and  confirmed^  The  precious  blood  of 
the  martyrs  became,  as  it  were,  the  feed  of  the 
Chriftian  church,  which,  by  the  over-ruling  in- 
fitjcnce  of  divine  Providence,  and  the  concurring 
energy  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  even  dnder  all  thofc  dif- 
couragements,  •  grew  mightily,  and  prcvsdled/ 

Such  was  the  ffate  of  religion  till  the  period 
to  which  this  parable  feetns  prophetically  to  refer  : 
For,  to  this  age  of  Chriftian  25eal  and  piety,  fuc- 
ceeded  a  time  of  languor  and  indolence  ;  when 
the  princes  of  the  earth  at  length  fubii  itted  to 
the  mild  fceptre  of  Jefus,  and  exchanged  the  e- 
ftablilhed  fuperftition  of  the  Roman  empire  for 
the  manly  and  reafonable  fervicc  of  the  gofpel  j 
when  the  Chriftian  ch'urch  began  thus  to  re- 
cline itfelf  on  the  bed'  of  eafc  and  fecurity,  being 
taken  under  the  proteQion  of  the  civil  rulers,  and 
loaded  with  worldly  riches  and  honours ;  then, 
indeed,  numbers,  induced  by  prevailing  example, 
or  prompted  by  views  of  fecular  intereft,  aHiimed 
the  outward  profeflion,  who  were  not  animated  by 
the  true  priltciples  and  fpirit  of  thi»  drv'me  religi- 
on. 
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on.  Carrying  along  with  them  their  former  no* 
tions  and  fentiments^  into  their  new  religious  pro-' 
feffion,  and  being  ftill  deeply  tindured  with  the 
fpirit  of  fuperftition,  they  foon  began  to  corrupt 
the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel :  A  proje£l  was  form- 
ed, *  by  men  of  corrupt  minds,  and  deftitute  o£ 
•  the  truth      to  make  a  fort  of  coalition,  by  in- 
troducing the  principles  and  rites  of  the  heathen 
fyilem,  into  the  Chriftian  inftitution,  and  thii$ 
making  it  fubfervient  to  their  worldly  paiEons.--* 
Such  corrupt  innovations  *  were  the  tares*  which 
Satan  fowcd  in  the  fame  field  where  our  Saviour 
had  fown  the  principles  of  divine  truth,  by  which 
means  his  church,  hitherto.united  in  the  bond  of 
peace,  was  divided  and  fubdivided  into  many  fac- 
tions and  parties.   Thus  did  the  enemy  of  God 
and  goodnefs  begin  a  new,  and  more  fucce&ful 
'  attack  upon  religion,  ixid  found  his  account  more 
in  the  outward  profperity  of  the  church  of  Chrift, 
than  in  its  former  trials  and  fuflferlngs. 

Our  Saviour  obferves,  in  the  parable,  that  the 
enemy  fowed  his  tares  *  while  men  flept  f  In  the 
hour  of  darknefs,  the  beads  of  the  field  crept 
forth,  and  the  thief  watcheth  his  opportunity  ta 
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ftcal}  ?  time  of  ignorance  is  the  inoft  favourable 
fcafon  for  carrying  on  any  fchem^of  impofturc  or 
ddufion,  fubverfivc  of  true  religion.  The  parable 
fccms  naturally  to  refer  to  that  fad  declenfion  of 
learning  and  knowledge,  which  took  place  in  the 
laft  period  of  the  Roman  empire,  in  confequence 
of  the  frequent  irruptions  of  barbarous  nations. 
During  that  long  night  of  grofs  ignorance  and, 
darknefe,  which  ovcr-fprcad  all  Europe  for  fcve- 
ral  centuries,  the  corrupt  principles  of  papal  fu- 
per^tion  were  formed  and  reduced  into  a  regular 
fyftcm,  and  threatened  the  utter  fubverfion  of  the 
Chriftian  religion.  Thcfe  tares  were  fown  after  the 
good  feed,  and  blended  with  it  in  the  feme  field. 
In  like  manner,  this  wondrous  fabric  of  fuperfti- 
tion  and  will-worfliip,  which  ftill  fubfifts  as  a  ma- 
fter-picce  of  worldly  wifdom  and  policy,  was  ori- 
ginally crcScd  upon  the  foundation  of  the  evan-  • 
gefical  doarinc,  and,  as  it  were,  incorporated 
with  it.    This  fpirit  of  defcaion  from  the  fimpli-  - 
city  of  the  gofpel-inftitution,  began  to  ftew  itfelf 
in  the  age  of  the  apoftles  ,  but  aU  efforts  to  this 
purpofe  were  foon  qualhed  by  their  wifdom  and 
authority.j  The  apoftle  Paul  evidently  alludes  to 
thofcmnovationsand  corruptions  introduced  af- 
terwards  into  the  Chriftian  fyftem,  when  he  fpeaks 
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of  feme  who  Built  upon  the  founcfation  of  the 
gofpcl,  a  fuperftruaure  of  cotnBmfttMe  and  pe- 
rifting  materiaf^,  fuch  as  *  wood,  haf,  an^ 

*  ftubblc  ^/  which  wodri  foon  be  confuroerf  in  the 
fiery  trial  of  perfccution,  and  cxpofc  the  buildcrsr 
thetnfetves  to  great  hazard  of  perdition. 

But,  to  return  tb  the  parable,  it  ' is  laid,  that  the 
enemy,  having  fown  his  tares  in  the  night,  *  went 

*  his  wayf/  which  phiinly  intimates  thatthcfir  cor- 
ruptions of  religion,  introduced  in  that  age  of 
disirknefs,  needed  no  care  or  cufture,  in  order  ta 
promote  their  growth  and  increafe.  In.  minds  al- 
ready corrupted  by  the  tev«  of  power  and  riches, 
they  look  deep  root,  and  profpcrcd  as  m^  thdhr  na- 
tive foil.  A  religious  fyftem,  ealeukri^d  tb  niake 
men  eafy  in  their  vicious:  pui'fuits,  and  to  gratify 
their  worldty  paAions^  under  the  &aed  name  of  pN 
cty,  couid  not  foil  to  make  a  quick  and  rapid  pro- 
grefe  in  an  unenlightened  age.  Whereas  the  good 

^fced  required  not  only  a  good  foil  at  firft,  but  care 
and  attention  afterwards,  to  dear  it  of  thofe  noxi- 
ous weeds  that  would  have  prevented  its  fertility « 
It  is  farther  added,  that  the  tares  did*  not  ap- 
pear, until  ^  the  bhide  warfprung  up,  and  brought 

forth 


*  1  Cor.  iii.  12.  15.       f  Vcrfc  25* 


(  ^  ) 


! 


fruit  t%Gdk  oorrupt  pinciples  whidi 
paved  the  way  for  the  grand  apoftacy  in^bc  later 
times^^began  to  appear  even  in  the  apoiLdrical 
age,  a«  was  Asbkrved  hdcxx*  Thtf  were  ptropar 
gated  and  patiN^Bbsed  byibmc  fiaife  brethren,  vth9 
^rfffuncd  the  moie  while  they  fct  thccniclvcs 
^sppofition  tO)^e  true  apoflJes^f  Cbrift.  But  the 
irrifdoni  and.amtority  of  ^e  latter  pr^ailed  dur 
ring  that  period^a^nd  iriutnphed^o^ef  jill  the  fediu 
£ing  arts  and  atieoapts  -of  the  for^iKHr*  The  tajpes, 
iioweyer,  (lill  Tomaanod  in  thp  gromds  tj^ough 
iianccafed  for  a  nilhtte )  bnt^^s  the  age  of  pure 
indfitnitive  Qhriftiwity  fiepliixed^  ^hj^y  b^a 
iBore  eviden^y  txD  .a{^pear  aB4  gatiier  |l|:^g|tt^ 
Thefe  innovatioQ&i  dioeftly  opppfite  ito  <be  fpii% 
and.defign  .of  the  gcdpcl,  vece  gradually  injU-odu** 
ced,  as  oeprefpmed  in  ibc  pacablc,  un^erthepre.? 
^Xt'JoE  fi^iccidr  jEmftity,  and  ims  great  imprxjver 
mcHts<of  irdlgion ;  itm  vfcvc  the  abettors  of  fu*- 
perdition  tp  'he  .^eafily  diftingui£bed  frpm  the 
friends  of  the  truth  J. and  .$he  iincejre  votaries  of  * 
the  golpch  BiKt,.  thpMgh  unpcrcejlved  at  firll, 
the  texuloecy  and  influence  of  their  Anti-chriftian 
principk$,  at  kngtfa  appeared  in  thofe  bitter 
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fruits  of  h&ion  and  outrage  which  they  naturally 
produced. 

The  fecond  branch  of  the  parable  is,  the  reme- 
dy propofedby  fome  againft  thofe  corruptions  of 
religion,  but  rejeded  by  our  Saviour,  as  highly 
improper  and  ineffe&ual.  The  fervants  employ<- 
ed  in  cultivating  the  field,  are  introduced  as  ex<^ 
preffing  their  furprife  and  diffiitis&ftion  at  fo  un- 
expedled  an  appearance.  <  Sir,  fay  they,  didfl:  not 
^  thou  fow  good  feed  in  the  field  ?  From  whence 

*  hath  it  tares  ?  He  faid  unto  them,  an  enemy 

•  hath  done  this  ^/-^Their  2seal  for  promoting  the 
intereft  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs  here  expreflcd, 
was  indeed  laudable,  and  becoming  their  profeff 
fion,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  not  duly  tempered 
with  prudence ;  it  was,  on  the  contrary,  rafh  and 
inconfiderate,  and  muft  have  been  produftive  of 
the  moil  pernicious  effeds.  Their  fcheme  was,  to 
fet  about  immediately  plucking  up  the  tares  by  the 
root,  that  is,  as  the  figure  muft  fignify,  extirpa^ 
ting  corrupt  opinions  and  principles  by  the  rough 
hand  of  violence  and  perfccution  j  a  plan  of  re- 
formation neither  authorifed  by  the  precepts,  nor 
countenanced  by  the  .  example  of  6ur  Lord  and 

Maftcr^ 
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Matter,  hdt  luggefted  by  private  pafllon  arid  tc^ 
fcntmcnt,  fo  apt  to  mingle  itfelf  viith  religious 
sscaK— This  fchemc  of  reformation,  however,  is 
no  fooncr  propofed,  than  immediately  rejcfted 
by  the  proprietor  of  the  field. «  He  faid,  nay,  left, 

•  while  ye  gather  up  the  tares,  ye  alfo  root  up  the 

*  wheat  with  them  In  this  reply,  he  puts  the 
cafe  in  the  moft  favourable  light  for  the  projec- 
tors of  this  plan  of  improvement.   He  fuppofes 

'  what  is  perhaps  but  very  feldom  the  cafe,  that 

thofe  purgers  of  the  field,  had  really  in  view  the 

glory  o£  God^  the  intereft  of  religion,  the  peace 

and  profperity  of  the  church  of  Chrift ;  and  that 

their  zeal  for  thefe  important  objeds  was  not 

blended  with  felfifli  motives  of  fecular  intereft  and 

ambition*   But,  at  the  fame  time,  he  lets  them 

know,  chat  the  method  propofed  of  feparating  the 

good  from  the  bad,  was  altogether  improper^  and 

incongruous  to  the  natural  ftate  of  things,  and. 

alfo  impoffiblc  to  be  carried  into  execution} 

and,  befides,  that  it  was  an  impious  invafion  of 

the  prerogative  of  God,towhofc  fuprcmc  jurif- 

diftion  this  difcrimination  of  right  belongs. 

M  I.  It 


•  Vcrfc  ip. 


(    90  ) 

I.  It  is  impoffiblc.  for  any  earthly  tribunal  to 
judge  of  the  charaftcrs  of  men,  as  to  their  religi- 
ous fentiments  j  to  diftinguifli  with  precifion  be- 
tween thofc  who  embrace  the  profelEon  of  the 
gofpel,  merely  from  fafhion  and  prevailing  ex- 
ample, and  thofe  who  have  received  the  truth  in 
faith  and  love,  and  whofe  hearts  arc  penetrated 
with  a  deep  convidion  of  its  excellence  and  im- 
portance :  On  the  other  hand,  to  point  out,  with 
any  degree  of  certainty,  what  perfons  rejefl:  the 
gofpel-revclation  from  corrupt  and  licentious  paf- 
fions,  which  induce  them  *  to  love  darkncfs  rather 
*  than  light;  becaufe  their  deeds  arc  evil,*  or  thofe, 
on  the  contrary,  who,  through  the  fubtle  arts  and 
fallacious  reafonings  of  feducers,  have  imbibed 
early  prejudices  againft  it.  It  would,  in  moft  cafes, 
be  found  an  infuperable  difficulty,  to  mark  with 
clearnefe,  fuch  as,  from  want  of  natural  capacity,  or 
opportunities  of  infl:ruftion,labour  under  invincible 
ignorance  and  error,  as  diftinguifhed  froni  others, 
who,  contemning  fufficient  evidence  and  proper 
means  of  information,  fhut  their  eyes  againft  the 
truth.  Yet,  certain  it  is,  that  all  thefe  diflPerent 
charafters  and  difpofitions  of  men,  muft  Hand  in 
a  diflPerent  point  of  light  before  the  iraparital  eye 
of  God.    He  only  whofe  prerogative  it  is  *  to 

^  fearch 
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*  fcarch  the  heart,*  can  trace  back  the  fblly  and 
wickednefe  of  men  to  the  genuine  principles  or 
fourcesfrom  whence  they  proceed;  and,  therefore, 
he  alone  is  qualified  to  pafs  a  righteous  and  equi- 
table judgment  according  to  their  fcveral  deferts. 
In  proportion  to  thofe  dilFerent  degrees  of  candour 
^nd  probity  of  n^ind  which  men  difcover  in 
fcarching  after  truth, or  embracing  and  improving 
it  when  difcQvercd,  nruft  they  cxpecb  to  receive 
the  approbation  of  the  fupreme  judge,  who  re- 
quires truth  in  our  feiitiments,  as  well  as  inte- 
grity in  our  aftions. 

Even  with  refpeft  to  the  moral  conduft  of 
men,  of  which  we  can  for  mod  part  judge  with 
greater  precifion,  than  of  their  fentiment^  and  o- 
pinions,  ftill  we  (hall  find  the  talk  of  feparating 
the  virtuous  from  the  vicious  to  be  far  beyond 
our  Ikill  and  capacity ;  and  that  no  unerring  tri- 
bunal for  this  purpofe  can  be  eftablifhed  upon 
earth,  under .  the  adminiftration  of  fallible  and 
fcort-fighted  mortals.  Overt  afts  of  wicked 
Icwdnefs,  may  be  frequently  difcovered  and  ccn- 
fured  by  the  civil  magiftrate,  in  the  dtie  execu- 
tion of  his  office,  fo  far  as  they  affcft  the  intereft 
and  peace  of  fociety.  But  what  human  eye  is  a- 
.  blc  to  trace  the  vicious  paffions  of  men,  through 
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3,11  the  intricate  mazes  and  windings  of  fecret 
Wickedneis,  or  penetrate  into  that  darknefs  and 
'  obfcurity  under  which  it  is  fo  frequently  conceal- 
ed ?  What  earthly  tribunal  is  fufEcicntly  qualified 
to  ftrip  hypocrify  of  its  artful  difguifes,  or  to 
point  out  fpiritual  pride  and  felf-deccit  concfeal- 
ing  itfelf  under  the  fpecious  forms  of  religion  ? 
How  often,  in  the  fallible  judgment  of  men,  are 
(hadows  and  appearances  miftaken  for  realities } 
fuperficial  accomplilbmems  for  fubftantial  virtues  ? 
On  the  other  hand,  as  the  bed:  of  men  are  but 
imperfcftly  good,  while  on  earth,  how  frequent* 
ly  do  we  fee  the  luftre  of  their  piety  eclipfed,  as 
it  were,  or  diminifhed  by  various  infirmities, 
which  occaConally  fufpend  its  influence,  and  pre- 
vail againft  it  ?   Thefe  leflcr  fpots  and  blemiflies 
that  adhere  to  the  bell  cbaraftcrs,  immediately 
firike  the  vulgar  eye,  and  make  an  impreffion  to 
their  difadvantage }  while  their  aniiable  virtues 
are  either  wholly  overlooked,  or  lligUtly  taken 
notice  of,  by  the  uncandid  and  invidious,  who  af- 
fume  to  themfelvps  the  right  of  judging  the  reft 
of  mankind.   What  a  ftrange  mixture  of  wifdom 
and  folly,  of  virtue  and  vice^  is  to  be  obferved  in 
the  cbaraders  of  men,  fometimes  fo  blended  and 
balanced  together,  that  it  is  difficult  to  fay  which 
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t5f  them  liabitually  prevails,  and  is  Ac  Tufing 
principle  of  their  condud. 

To  this  evident  difficulty, on  the  of 
Aofe  who  would  affume  this  work  unto  thert- 
felvcs,  our  Saviour  fubjoins  another,  arifing  front 
the  intermixed  intcrcfts  of  good  and  bad  men  in 
this  prcfcnt  life.  Here  he  plainly  tells  them,  that 
fuch  a  method  ot  extirpating  error  and  vice,  aS 
was  propofed,  would  be  very  hurtfiil  to  the  intc- 
reft  of  truth  arid  righteoufncfs  itfc'f.  .  *  Left 

•  while  ye  gather  the  tares,  ye  root  up  alfo  the 

•  wheat  with  them  This  is  an  obfervatiort 
founded  upon  feft  and  daily  experience,  that 
wheat  and  tares,  growing  together  in  the  famfc 
field,  have  their  roots  fo  mutually  entangled,  that 
they  cannot  poffibly  be  difengagcd  by  any  me- 
thod of  violence,  without  endangering  the  whole 
crop.  In  lil^e  nianncr,  good  and  bad  men  art 
fp  conneaed  by  various  ties,  and  their  intereflfs 
fobkndcd  together  in  this  prefcnt  ftate,  that  nb 
fuch  reparation  can  be  cffcftuated,  without  put- 
ting  the  affairs  ot  the  world  into  the  mbft  abfo- 
luie  diforder,  and  even  ioixig  the  grCateft  preju- 
dice to  the  righteous  thcmfclvps  in  many  diflfc- 
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rent  rcfpcfts.  Not  to  mention  how  much  they 
would  naturally  fuffcr  from  the  humanity  of  their 
temper,  in  the  cafe  of  a  fpeedy  and  immediate 
execution  of  juftice  taking  place  upon  the  guilty^ 
according  to  the  fcheme  propofed,  it  is  to  be  obr 
fervcd  that,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  Divine  Pro-^ 
vidence,  public  and  general  calamities  cannot  be 
inflifted,  without  involving  the  innocent  in  the 
confequences  ;  nor  indeed  could  this  be  prevent- 
ed, without  a  continued  feries  of  miracles,  which 
is  neither  congruous  to  a  ftate  of  trial,  nor  to 
the  extenfive  defigris  of  Gpd's  moral  government. 
Hence  the  undiftinguifliing;  fury  of  defolating 
tempefts,  devouring  earthquakes,  and  peftilential 
difeafes,  and  fuch  like  judgments,  which  the  wif- 
clpm  of  God  thinks  proper  fometimes  to  fend  a-i 
broad  upon  the  earth,  for  reftraining  and  cor* 
ire&ing  the  wickednefs  of  mankinds  It  is^  how- 
ever, a  fufEcient  vindication  of  the  clemency  and 
reditude  of  the  divine  adminiftration,  that  thofe 
tremcnduous  exhibitions  of  his  wrath  but  rarely 
happen  j  and  that,  in  the  general  courfe  of  his 
providence,  the  guilty  are  ufually  treated  with  leni- 
ty, and  often  fpared  for  the  fake  of  the  righteous. 
Is  not  the  holinefs  and  juftice  of  God,  the  digni- 
ty and  luftre  of  his  moral  government,  intercfted 
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in  the  pfoteflion  of  the  one,  as  well  as  in  the 
punifliment  of  the  other  ?  How  often  docs  the 
exercife  of  long-fuftcring  and  forbearance  towards 
a  guilty  world,  lead  finners  to  fincere  repentance 
and  amendment,  and  thereby  incrcafe  the  num- 
ber of  his  obedient  fubjeds  ?  Is  not  clemency  the 
brighteft  gem  that  adorns  an  earthly  crown  ?  Is 
not  the  throne  of  princes  eftabliflied  in  righte- 
oufiiefi  ?  And  would  we  diveft  the  Supreme  Ru- 
ler, *  by  whom  kings  reign,  and  princes  decree 
*  juftice/  of  that  tender  niercy  which  is  effential  to 
his  nature,  and  fliines  over  all  his  works?  The 
throne  of  the  Mod  High  is  indeed  a  throne  of 
grace,  from  whence  he  grants  reprieves,  even 
unfoUicitcd,  to  the  guilty,  and  difpenfes  pardon 
to  the  truly  penitent,  on  the  moft  eafy  and  con- 
dcfccnding  terms,  as  revealed  in  the  gofpel.  Far- 
ther, docs  not  the  exercife  of  this  divine  clemen. . 
cy  *  to  the  children  of  difobedience,Von  fufpend- 
ing  the  execution  of  his  wrath,  and  allowing  them 
further  fpacc  for  repentance,  afford  alfo  a  noble 
opportunity'  to  the  righteous  for  exhibiting  the 
moft  important  graces  and  virtues  of  religion  ? 
Were  not  good  and  bad  men  permitted  to  live 
together  in  the  vifible  church,  what  place  or  oc- 
cafion  could  we  find  for  the  exercife  of  true  pie- 
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ty  aiid  benevolence,  by  inftruSing  the  igoaranf, 
reproving  the  obftinate,.  reclaiming  the  vicious, 
delivering  the  oppreffcd  from  violence,  ,and  vin- 
dicating injured  innocence  from  unmerited  re- 
proach? In  fliort,  without  thia  mixture  and  di- 
vcrfity  of  charaftcrs,  religion  would  want  the  ain- 
pleft  theatre  for  difplaying  its  nobleft  virtues,  and 
Cbrifti^n  charity  be  deprived  of  its  mod  nfetul 
labours  and  refined  gratifications. 

A  diird  reafon  ailigned  in  the  parable  ag^ind 
the  propofcd  fcheme  of  reformation,  ir,  that  it  is 
a  daring  and  prefumptuous  mvafion  of  God's  pre- 
rogative, who  has  referved  this  judgaient  to  his 
own  tribunal,  and  fixed  a  particular  time  for  ma- 
king this  feparation  effedual.   For  naen,  there- 
fore, to  aiTume  this  office  to  themfelve»,  and  thus 
to  anticipate  the  decifive  lentence  of  the  fupremc 
judge  of  the  world,  mud  favour  of  the  mod  in« 
folent  impiety  and  extravagant  folly  that  is  ppf- 
fible  to  be  conceived.  We  are  told,  in  the  expo-* 
fition  of  the  parable,  that  the  end  of  the  world  is 
the  harvcd  which  (hall  fully  ripen  the  genuine 
fruits  of  virtue  and  vice  *  j  that  the  angels  are 
the  reapers,  that  is,  the  nfiiniders  of  his  judiccy. 

for 
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for  carrying  the  awful  fentence  into  execution. 

*  He  fliall  fend  forth  his  angels,  and  they  fliall  ga- 
'  ther  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things  that  offend, 
'  and  them  that  do  iniquity  It  is  obfervable, 
that  they  are  diredted,  firft  to  difpofe  of  the  tares ; 

*  To  bind  them  in  bundles  together/  after  fepa- 
ratlng  them  from  the  good  grain  ;  thereby  to  in- 
timate, that  there  will  be  a  juft  and  equitable 
proportion  between  the  punifhment  awarded  to 
the  guilty  and  their  refpcftive  demerit:  That 
aflbciatcs  and  accomplices  in  wickednefs,  thofe,  as 
it  were,  of  the  fame  rank  and  degree  in  vice,  of 
the  fame  clafs  and  denomination,  (hall  be  con- 
demned to  a  fimilar  punifhment.  Agreeably  to 
this  metaphor  "in  the  parable,  the  Pfalmift  prays, 

*  Gather  not  my  foul  with  finners  \  /  that  is, 
let  me  not  have  my  portion  with  wicked  men. 
'  The  foul  of  my  Lord,'  fays  Abigail,  '  fliall  be 

*  bound  in  the  bundle  of  lifp  with  the  Lord  thy 

*  God  J,'  &c.  It  is  added,  that  thofc:  children  of 
the  wicked  one,  fignified  by  the  tares,  *  fliall  be 
'  caft  into  a  furnace  of  fire,  there  fliall  be  wailing 

*  and  gnafliing  of  teeth  ||/    By  which  metaphor, 

N  the 
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the  extreme  acutcnefs  and  fe verity,  as  well 
perpetual  duration  of  that  mifcry,  in  referve  for 
the  impenitent  hereafter,  is  ufually  reprcfented. 

*  Our  God  is  a  confuming  fire  ^/  *  Depart  from 

*  me,  ye  wicked,  into  cverlafting  fire,  prepared 

*  for  the  devil  and  his  angels  f     *  Who  can 

*  dwell  with  devouring  fire  ?  who  can  dwell  with 

*  everlafting  burning  J?'  What  ftr.onger  or 
more  prccife  terms  of  language  qould  be  made 
ufe  of  by  the  facred  writers  to  convey  the  idea  of 
endlefs  and  uninterrupted,  mifery  ?  Do  we  not 
.  find  the  fame  qVithets  promifcuoufly  applied  in 

fcripture  to  the  rewards  of  the  righteous,  and  pu- 
nifhmrnts  of  the  wicked  in  a  future  ftate,  even 
when  they  are  fct  in  oppofition  to  one  another  ? 
'  By  what  rule  of  juft  criticifm  or  language  can  we 
afTign  them  a  different,  nay,  an  oppofite  meaning 
in  the  fame  verfe  ?  But,  not  to  enter  into  any 
further  difcuflion  of  this  point,  if  happinefs  and 
mifery  naturally  refult  from  virtue  and  vice,  as 
the  effed  from  the  caufe,  bow  can  it  poiBbly  be 
deemed  repugnant  to  the  juftice,or  even  the  good- 
nefs  of  God,  to  preferve  inviolate  the  conftitution 
of  his  fpiritual  kingdom  ?  1  he  fame  pcrfcfb  wif- 

dom 
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dora  that  framed  this  univerfal  law,  muft  ncccf- 
larily  fopport  it  for  ever,  unlcfs  we  can  fuppofe, 
that,  by  a  mere  exertion  of  his  will,  he  can  change 
his  own  nature,  and  reverfc  the  tffcntial  differ- 
ence between  moral  good  and  evil. 

But  to  return  to  the  parable  ;  the  fate  of  the 
tares  being  thus  determined,  the  houfeholder 
next  iffues  his  orders  for  the  fecurity  of  the  good 
grain.   <  But  gather  the  wheat  into  my  bam.' 

*  Then  fliall  the  righteous  ftiine  forth  as  the  fun 

*  in  the  kingdom  of  their  father 

As  the  hopelefs  and  wretched  ftate  of  bad  men 
in  the  future  world,  is  often  rcprcfented  by  utter 
darknefs  j  fo  the  happy  ftate  of  the  righteous  is 
fignified  by  light,  as  a  natural  emblem  of  joy 
and  gladnefs  ;  *  Light  is  fown  for  the  righteous, 

*  and  gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart  f.*  •  Who 

*  hath  made  us  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inhe- 

*  ritancc  of  the  faints  in  light  J.*  When  the  righ- 
teous are  finally  Separated  from  the  fociety  of  evil 
doer«,  as  here  rcprcfented  in  the  parable,  and 
affociated  with  angels  and  other  fuperior  intelli- 
gences, who  flaivl  continually  before  God  as  the 
minders  of  his  prcfence  j  when  cleared  of  all  thefe 

infirmities 
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infirmities  which  adhere  to  the  beft  of  men, 
while  in  a  ftate  ot  probation,  and  obfcurc  the 
luflure  of  their  faireft  virtues,  they  fliall  fliinc  forth 
in  all  the  beauties  of  holinefs.  Hence  it  is  that 
they  are  faid  to  receive,  '  a  crown  of  righteouf- 
^  ncfs  from  God  the  righteous  judge ;  a  crown  of 
'  glory  and  a  diadem  of  beauty  f  in  allufion  to 
the  fymbolical  crown  of  the  Jewifh  high  prieft, 
which  had  a  plate  of  gold  on  the  fore-part  of  k, 
with  this  infcription,  '  Holinefs  to  the  Lord  J/ 
In  fliort,  the  glorious  objefts  above,  which  they 
unweariedly  contemplate,  the  delightful  inter- 
courfe  and  friendlhip  with  God,  which  they  en* 
joy  without  interruption ;  the  bleffed  fpciety  of 
jufl  men  made  perfed,  with  whom  they  arc  uni- 
ted in  bonds  of  everlafting  love  and  concord;  all 
thefe  circumftances  muft  neceffarily  confpire  and 
co-operate  together,  to  preferve  their  minds  in  a. 
ftate  of  perfeffc  integrity  forever. 

To  conclude  this  difcourfe  ;  our  Saviour^  by 
prohibiting  all  compulfion  and  violence  in  propa- 
gating religion,  or  reforming  the  corruptions  of 
it,  could  never  intend  to  abolilh  or  reftrain  the  le- 
gal power  and  authority  of  the  civil  magiftrstte 

to 
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to  punifh  crimes  prejudicial  to  fociety.  tJpon  all 
occaiions  be  ihewed  an  example  of  due  fubmiffion 
to  civil  government,  and  enjoined  a  like  condu£):. 
to  all  his  followers.  '  Render  to  Caefar  the  things' 
^  that  are  Cacfar's,  and  to  God  the  things  that 
*arc  God's  By  which  juft  and  reafonablc- 
diftinftion,  he  eftabliflies  the  right  of  earthly  ru- 
lers, in  due  fubordination  to  the  Supreme  Being, 

*  whofe  kingdom  ruleth  over  all,  and  whofe  do- 

*  minion  reacheth  from  generation  to  generation/ 
His  apoftles,  after  him,  inculcated  the  fame  doc- 
trine^ both  by  precept  and  example  ;  nay,  fo  far 
were  they  from  divefting  civil  magiftrates  of  their 
judicial  power  and  authority  for  the  fupport  of 
fociety,  that,  on  the%contrary,  they  ftrongly  urge 
them  *  not  to  bear  the  fword  in  vain,  but  to  be* 

*  come  a  terror  to  evil  doers  f *  He  is,*  fays 
the  fame  apoftle,  <  a  minifter  of  God,  a  revenger 

*  to  execute  wrath  upon  him  that  doth  evil/ 

The  principles  of  true  religion,  as  delineated  in 
the  gofpel,  are  perfeftly  confiftcnt  with  the  juft 
and  fundamental  principles  of  civil  government ; 
they  corroborate  the  rights  of  princes,  and  at  the 
fame  time  regulate  the  mcafures  of  fubmiffion 

from 
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from  fubjeds.  AU  fuch  religious  tenets,  therc- 
forc^  as  have  a  tendency  to  infringe  the  one,  or 
relax  the  other;  to  encourage  tyranny  in  the 
prince,  or  licentioufnefs  in  the  people,  are  evi- 
dently repugnant  to  the  fpirit  and  genius  of  the 
Chriftian  rdigion.  While  civil  magift rates  arc 
kit  by  our  Saviour  in  fiiU  pofiei&on  of  that  co- 
ercive power  which  is  fo  cffeniial  to  government, 
and  without  which  focicty  could  not  fubfift,  he, 
at  the  fame  time,  points  out  the  proper  objefts  of 
cenfure  and  pun'^fhment,  and  injoins  moderation 
and  humanity  in  the  cxcrcife  of  them. 

In  fixing  the  juft  and  proper  limits  of  civil  ju- 
rildiaien,  we  muft  carefully  diftinguifh  between 
religious  errors  and  miftakes^  which  are  merely 
fpeculativc,  and  fuCh,  on  the  other  hand,  as  not 
only  have  a  plain  tendency,  but  adually  lead  their 
atoettors  to  commit  afts  of  •  wrong  and  wicked 
<  lewdnefs^,*  which  difturb  the  public  peace.  When 
this  is  the  cafe,  they  can  plead  juftly  no  exemp* 
tion  from  punlfliment ;  becaufe  no  man  can  have 
a  right  or  title  to  gratify  any  private  paffion,  at 
the  cxpence  of  the  public,  or  to  fet  up  a  feparatc 
or  independent  intercft  of  His  own.    The  law  of 
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fclf-prcfervation,  which  is  equally  common  to 
every  fociety,  and  every  individual,  will  fuf&cient* 
ly  juftify  the  exertion  of  legal  power,  for  rc- 
ftraining  and  even  puniihing  every  hoftile  at- 
tempt againft  the  public  fafety  or  tranquillity. 
Erroneous  opinions^  as  fuch,  God  has  referved 
to  his  own  tribunal;  but  criminal  a£ts,  from 
whatever  principles  or  motives  they  proceed,  arc 
immediately  cogtiofcible  by  the  laws  and  tribunals 
of  men,  and  thofe  who  commit  them  are  amena- 
ble to  the  jurtfdi&ion  of  fuch  perfons,  to  whom 
the  power  of  the  fociety,  of  which  they  arc  mem- 
bers, is  intrufted.  To  ftrctch  civil  power  beyond 
this  limit,  i&  plainly  to  abufe  it ;  and  to  afTume  a 
prerogative  that  belongs  only  to  that  fupreme 
ruler  and  judge  who  knows  how  to  '  fearch  the 
^  heart  and  try  the  reins  of  the  children  of  men/ 
In  this  beautiful  paraUe  we  are  inftruded,  that 
the  prefent  life  is  only  a  ftate  of  trial  and  probar 
tion,  and  ihall  be  fucceeded  by  a  ftate  of  retribu- 
tion, whcire  perfevcring  piety  and  virtue  (hall  re- 
ceive their  full  reward^  and  vice  meet  with  con- 
dign punifliment.  Herein,  therefore,  is  con- 
tsuned  a  full  vindication  of  divine  providence,  as 
to  the  permiflkm  of  moral  evil  in,  the  world.  To 
put  the  queftlon,  why  has  God  admitted  moral 

evil 
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evil  into  the  prcfent  fyftem  of*  the  univcrfc,  or, 
perhaps,  to  fpeak  more  properly/  into  this  parti- 
cular di(lri6t  of  his  univerfal  government,  is  the 
fame  thing  a»  to  alk,  why  has  he  made  us  fuch 
creatures  as  we  are,  endowed  with  fuch  limited 
intelleftual  and  moral  faculties  ?  Why  has  he 
placed  us  in  fuch  circumftances,  and  conneftcd 
•us  with  fuch  objeSs  of  temptation  as  fo  frequent- 
ly fcduce  us  from  the  path  of  duty  ?  It  is,  indeed, 
more  properly  to  be  confidered  as  an  objeftion 
.to  the  wifdom  and  goodncfs  of  God  in  the  crea- 
•tion  of  the  world,  than  to  the  jufticc  and  refliitude 
of  his  moral  government.  To  admit  the  former 
.  and  impugn  the  latter,  is  quite  abfurd  and  incon- 
fiftent,  becaufe  the  one  is  a  natural  confequence 
of  the  other.  If  there  be  no  folid  objeftion  a- 
gainft  his  making  fuch  imperfcft  and  fallible  crea- 
tures, there  can  none  poffibly  lie  againft  his  go- 
verning them  according  to  their  nature.  Athc- 
ifm' alone  may  pretend  to  avail  itfclf  of  this  ob- 
jedlion,  by  ufmg  it  as  an  engine  to  fubvert  the 
exiftence  of  Deity,  of  a  peffeftly  wife,  powerful, 
and  benevolent  maker  and  ruler  of  the  univerfe  ; 
and,  in  this  rcfpeO;,  it  is  a  more  confiftent  fchemc 
than  the  fyftem  of  thofe  profeffed.  theifts,  who 
feem  to  admit  the  truth  of  his  exiftence,  and  pro- 
vidence 
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vidence  in  general,  upon  terms  highly  dilhonour- 
I  ableto  the  perfedion  of  his  moral  character,  and 
the  dignity  of  his  univerfal  government*  But  the 
confideration  of  a  future  and  impartial  trial  of 
mankind  before  the  divine  tribunal,  inculcated 
ip  the  moral  of  this  parable,  affords  the  true  fo- 
I  lution  of  the  difficulty,  ^nd  fully  vindicates  the 
way$  of  God  to  man» 

I 


o 


THE 


PARABLE  9F  the  MURMURINQ. 
LABOURERS^. 


THERE  was  no  part  of  our  Saviour'^  doc- 
triixc  which  gave  greater  offence  to  the 
Jews  than  that  the  Gentiles  were  to  be  admitted 
into  the  church  of  God,  on  the  fame  terms  with 
theai  J— that  their  ecclefiaftical  polity  and  privi- 
leges, as  God's  peculiar  people,  were  to  be  abo- 
lilhed,  in  order  to  the  eftabliflbment  of  a  church, 
which  ftiould  one  day  comprcheod  all  mankind, 
and  whofe  boundaries  would  *  reach  unto  the 
^  ends  of  the  earth/-  This  beneficent  and  extcn- 
five  defign  of  the  gofpel-difpenfation  greatly  in- 
flamed  the  pride  and  rcfcntment  of  that  infatuated 
nation,  who  had,  in  imagination,  appropriated  the 
bkflijigs  of  the  McfSah  and  his  kingdom  to  them- 
fclves.  They  fooliflily  dreamed  of  nothing  but 
perpetual  vifliory  and  univcrfal  dominion  under 
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kis  banners,  while  they  excluded  the  reft  of  man- 
kind from  any  fhare  of  the  benign  influences  of 
his  government.  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  it  was 
highly  becoming  the  wifdom  of  Jcfus  to  commu- 
nicate the  firfl;  hints  of  his  intended  admillion  of 
the  Gentiles  in  parables,  as  the  beft  method  of 
infinuating  difagreeable  truths,  ufually  either  pre- 
fixing, or  concluding  with  fome  general  aphorifm  j 
which  might  ferve  as  a  key  to  the  whole. 

Of  this  kind  is  the  prefcnt  parable,  in  which  he 
undertakes  a  defence  of  the  divine  adminiftration^ 
and,  upon -principles  of  natural  equity,  vindicates 
the  defigned  extenfion  of  the  gofpel  to  the  Gen- 
tile world.  He  infifts  particularly  on  God's  fove- 
tcjgn  right  to  beftow  his  unmerited  favours  up- 
on mankind^  more  fparingly  to  fome,  and  more 
liberally  to  others:  He  juftly allcdges,  that, as  the 
Almighty  and  independent  Ruler  of  the  world  is 
indebted  to  none  of  his  creatures,  fo  they  can 
hare  no  juflr  ground  to  complain  of  any  undue 
partiality  in  his  diftributions^  while  they  are  ac- 
countahLe  only  for  what  they  have  received.  In 
a  word,  that,  as  the  common  parent  of  iiiankind^ 
he  extends  his  care  to  all  without  exception,  and 
at  the  fame  time  wifely  direfts  the  cburfe  of  his 
bounty  fo  as  moft  effeftually  to^)romote  the  great 
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ends  of  his  moral  govcrtitncnf ,  arid  the  gdtief  sfl 
happinefs  of  hU  fiibje6l6. 

It  is  be  obferved^  that,  in  this  atid  other  pftra- 
foles  which  relate  to  the  fame  fafayed:,  he  arguesr 
with  tliem  upon  their  oWn  narrow  principles,  and 
admits  every  claim  which  their  fclfifli  prejudices 
could  fuggcft  in  their  behalf.  He  urges,'  with 
great  reafon,  that,  even  allowing  their  fcemingly 
preferable  title  to  the  divine  favour,  on  account 
of  thofe  peculiar  and  didinguiihed  privileges- 
which  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed,  to  remain  un^ 
contraverted,  they  had  ftill  no  reafott  to  envy  ot 
grudge  the  exteniion  of  the  grace  of  Cod  to  the 
Gentiles,  and  far  lefs  to  refent  it  as  any  injury  to 
themfelves.  But,  when  this  prudent  and  delicate 
method  of  resrfoning  foiled  to  convitice  them,  we 
find  him,  in  fome  fubfequcnt  parables,  addreffing 
them  in  terms  of  the  {eVereft  cenfure  and  repre-' 
benfion* 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  confider  how  far  the 
particular  circumftances  of  the  parable  fervc  to 
illuftratc  or  inforce  thefe  general  principles,  "on 
which  the  defence  of  the  divine  adminiftration  iff 
dated  y  in  oppofition  to  the  narrow  prejudices  of 
the  Jews  againfl:  the  Gentile  world.- 

The 
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tlie  firft  thing  to  be  taken  notice  of,  U  the  a* 
grccmcnt  into  which  the  proprietor  of  the  vine- 
yard entered  with  the  labourers  whom  he  hired 
at  diflFcrent  times  for  carrying  on  his  work.  By 

*  the  vineyard*  is  evidently  to  be  undcrftood  •  the 

*  church  of  God/  which  had  been  for  many  ages 
confined  to  the  Jcwiih  nation ,  and  into  which 
they  were  firft  admitted,  or,  to  fpeak  in  the  terms 

the  parable^  firft  employed  as  labourers  to  cul- 
tivate aiid  improve  it*— Upon  this  circumftancc 
the  Jews  claimed  an  exclufive  title  to  the  honours 
and  rewards  annexed  to  that  important  fervice^ 
and  highly  refented  the  propofed  admifiion  of  the 
Gentiles^  on  an  equal  footing  with  them,  as[dero^ 
gatory  to  their  fuperior  merit.  Our  Saviour 
joins  ifiue  with  them,  in  the  difcuffion  of  this  ar^ 
rogant  claim,  and  flicws  the  folly  and  vanity  of 
their  pretenfions. 

But,  in  order  to  evince  the  juftnefs  of  his  rea- 
foning  on  this  head,  it  will  be  proper,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  point  out  fome  of  the  grounds  of  that 
preferable  regard  which  God  ihcwed  to  the  Jew-* 
iih  nation^  in  making  choice  of  them  to  be  «  his 

*  peculiar  people,'  and  favouring  them  with  fuch 
diftinguiflied  advantages,  above  all  others,  for  re- 
ligious improvement.  From  whence  it  will  appear 

not 
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tiot  to  have  proceeded  from  any  partial  and  unac^ 
countable  fondnefs  for  that  particular  people,  bu£ 
that  it  was  an  eOential  part  of  a  plan  devifed  by 
the  wifdom  of  God  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind 
in  generaU 

"the  maintenance  of  the  knowledge  and  wor- 
rfiip  of  the  one  true  God,  is  reprefented  iii  holy 
fcripture  as  the  great  objed  of  all  his  provident 
tlal  difpenfatidns  to  mankind,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  world.  In  the  firft  ages,  oral  tradition  was 
a  fufficient  means  of  conveying  the  knowledge 
of  thofc  truths,  and  preferving  the  remem- 
brance bf  thofe  fads,  which  are  fundamental  to 
^  tfue  religion,  confidcring  the  great  length  of  hu- 
man life  in  that  early  period.  In  the  prefent  cafe^ 
Adam  might  well  be  fuppofed  able  to  inform 
Methufelah,  and  he  to  inftruQ  Noah,  as  to  the 
creation  of  the  world,  the  formation  of  man,  his 
fall  and  forfeiture,  and  God^s  gracious  promife 
of  reftoring  him  to  his  primitive  glory  and  felici- 
ty, through  the  interpofitioil  of  the  divine  Mef- 
fiah.  But,  when  at  length,  in  confequence  of  the 
growing  corruption  of  mankind^  idolatry  pre- 
vailed in  the  new  world,  as  univerfally  sis  atheifm 
had  infeSed  the  old,  fo  that  Abraham  feems  ta 
have  remained  the  only  worfhipper  of  the  true 
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God,  it  then  bccaoie  hisperfcfl:  wifdom  to  inter-s 
pofe  and  give  a  check  to  this  formidable  evil.  He 
therefore  refolved  to  cftablifli  *  a  vifiblc  church* 
in  the  family  of  Abraham.  Accordingly,  he  fe- 
paratcd  his  poftcrity,  in  the  line  of  Ifaac,  from 
the  reft  of  mankind,  and  formed  them  into  a 
kingdom  by  itfelf,  of  which  he  took  the  immedi- 
ate adminift ration.  He  allotted  them  a  particular 
country  to  dwell  in,  to  the  pofleffion  of  which 
he  condgfted  them  by  a  train  of  the  moft  ama- 
zing viftories,  accompanied  with  the  moft  ftriking 
proofs  of  a  divine  interpofition.  He  not  only 
prohibited  them  all  connexion  by  intermarriages 
with  the  idolatrous  nations  around  them,  but  gave 
them  a  fyftem  of  laws  refpefliing  both  religion 
and  civil  government,  wifely  calculated  to  prc- 
fervc  the  purity  of  their  worfliip  and  morals. 

This  temporary  manifcftation  of  himfelf,  as  a 
local  and  tutelar  deity,  to  the  Jewifli  nation,  ap- 
pears evidently,  frotn  the  fituation  of  the  world  at 
that  time,  to  have  been  a  proper  and  ncceffary 
mcafure  for  the  fupport  ot  true  religion.  For,  by 
this  means,  he  preCcrved  '  one  people*  from  the 
general  contagion  of  idolatry,  fetting  them  up  as 
'  a  light  fliining  in  a  dark  place,*  in  order  to 
point  out  to  the  reft  of  mankind  the  true  objed  of 

all 
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all  rcHgbus  worihip  and  homage*  By  a  wat\i 
Doed  feries  of  the  mod  ftapenduoo^  miracles, 
wrought  in  their  behalf,  he  exhibited  a  vifible  and 
ftriking  demonftration,  that  there  was  no  GoA 
^  but  the  God  of  IfraeU'  that  he  would  not 
ihare  his  glory  with  thofe  falfe  deities  whom  the 
heathens  blindly  worfhipped  Hence  we  fee  that 
the  elcdion  of  thejews  to  be  his  peculiar  people, 
together  with  their  diftinguifhing  polity,  both  civil 
and  ecclefiaftical ;  or,  to  fpeak  in  allufion  to  the  pa^ 
rable,  that  his  planting  his  vineyard  in  their  land, 
and  employing  them  as  labourers  therein,  in  pre- 
ference to.  all  others^  is  not  to  be  eoniidercd 
merely  as  a.  reward  of  the  eminent  piety  of  Abra- 
ham, Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  their  worthy  progenitors, 
\>VLt  as  a  wife  expedient,  at  that  time^  for  prefer- 
ring the  knowledge  of  the  one  true  God,  in  a  par* 
ticular  fpot  of  the  earthy  from  whence  its  influ- 
ence might  gradually  extend  to  the  nations  ag- 
round them  ^. 

Such 

» 

*  That  this  was  one  great  defign  of-  that  relfgiott* 
tcrricc  being  appointed  t)f  God,  is  plainly  hinted  in 
ihe  prayer  of  Solomon  at  the  dedication  of  the 
temple 'That  all  the  people  of  the  earth  may  know 
^  thy  name  to  fear  thee       And,  in  faft|  thajc  theGreek 

traa* 

*  I  Kings  viii.  43. 


(   "3  ) 

Such  then  were  the  rcafons  for  which  the  at- 
tention of  the  Almighty  for  many  ages  fceracd  to 
be  almofl-  wholly  confined  to  the  Jcwifli  nation, 
while  he  fuffered  the  reft  of  the  world  to  lie  waftc 
hkc  a  barren  field,  left  to  its  wild  and  fpontanc- 
0U8  prodijftions.  But  this  field  was  not  to  be 
always  neglefted  :  There  was  a  time  fixed  in  the 
councils  of  heaven,  when  it  was  to  be  added  to 
his  own  vineyard,  the  feparating  fences  of  which 
were  to  be  removed,  in  order  to  enlarge  its  boun- 
daric8»  This  glorious  event  was  referved  for  the 
P  age 

tranflation  cf  the  holy  fcripturcs,  made  at  the  defire  of 
Ptolemy  King  of  Egypt,  and  depoficcd  in  the  fa«nous 
iiberary  at  Alexandria,  contributed  not  a  little  to  reform 
the  moral  philofophy  ^of  the  heathen  world,  and  to  difFufe 
jufter  notions  of  religious  truth,  feeras  highly  probable.  It 
is  confcfled  on  all  hands,  that  Greece  derived  its  know- 
ledge and  literature  from  Egypt,  where  thcfe  facred 
writings  were  to  be  found,  and  that  the  earlieft  and  moft 
eminent  philofophers  from  that  country,  actually  travelled 
thither  for  the  fake  of  improvement.  Befides,  the  fur- 
prizing  coi  formity  of  their  moral  fentiments,  in  many  re- 
fpe^ts,  to  the  facred  writings,  and,  particularly,  the  (horC 
interval  of  time  between  the  date  of  the  Septuagint  tranf- 
lation,, and  the  journey  of  Pythagoras  into  Egypt,  in 
fearch  of  wifdom,  feem  to  be  farther  ^confirmations  of 
this  hypothefis. 


(    "4  ) 


age  of  the  McfEah,  the  chofcn  delegate  of  heaven, 
and  inftrumcnt  of  providence,  for  accomplifli* 
ing  the  happinefs  of  the  human  racq.  It  was  a 
delign  truly  worthy  of  God,  as  the  common  pa- 
rent of  mankind  ;  and  which,  though  carried  mto 
execution  by  a  gradual  proccfs,  fhall  at  length  be 
compleated,  according  to  his  repeated  promiffes 
and  prediSions. 

The  parable,  now  under  confideration,  reprc- 
fcnts,  that  the  proprietor  of  the  new  vineyard, 
being  alfo  intent  upon  the  cultur^e  and  improve- 
ment of  it,  went  forth  to  the  market-place,  at  the 
firft  hour  of  the  day,  in  order  to  hire  labourers 
for  this  purpofe.    He  addreiTes  himfelf  to  thofe 
whom  he  found  idle  and  unemployed,  and  pre- 
vailed with  many  to  engage  in  his  fervicc,  pro- 
mifing  to  every  one  a  fixed  hire  for  their  work. 
A  greater  number  of  labourers  being  ftill  want- 
ing, he  went  forth  again  at  the  third,  lixth, 
ninth,  and  even  at  the  eleventh  hour,  which  rs 
the  laft  except  one,  according  to  the  Jewifh  com- 
putation  j  and,  on  all  thefc  different  occafions,  he 
was  alike  fuccefsful  in  his  invitations.  It  is,  how- 
ever, to  be  obferved,  that,  inftead  of  ftipulating 
with  them  a  certain  bargain,  as  in  the  former 
cafe,  he  pi;omifed  only  to  every  one  a  reafonablc 
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hire  in  general,  though  he  aftually  gave  them  the 
fame  wages  with  thofe  firft  invited.  This  cir- 
cumftance  laid  the  foundation  of  that  complaint 
of  injuffice  and  partiality,  which  they  ftrenuouf- 
ly  urged  againft  their  Lord  and  M  after,  as  to  the 
diftribution.  Without  fuppofing  any  minute  or 
fanciful  diftindion,  as  to  the  different  periods  of 
time,  toht  fignifted  by  the  dificrent  hours  at 
which  the  labourers  were  hired,  it  is  fufBcient  to  ^ 
obferve,  that  thofe  called  at  *  the  third  hour,'  or 
early  in  the  morning,  are  naturally  to  be  under- 
ftood  of  the  Jews,  to  which  the  gofpcl  was  firfl: 
preached,  by  the  cxprefs  appointment  of  b^aven  j 
and  that  the  fubfequcnc  invitations  at  *  the  fixth, 

*  ninth,  and  eleventh  hours,*  are  to  be  referred 
to  the  Gentile  converts,  who  were  afterwards 
admitted  into  the  church  of  Cbrift,  to  participate 
alfo  of  the  bleffmgs  of  the  gofpcL  Hitherto  they 
bad  received  no  invitation,  and  therefore  could 
plcady  with  juftice,  the  cxcufe  which  they  make 
for  their  being  without  employment,  *  becaufe  na 

*  man  hath  hired  us  •  1  his  is,  with  great  pro- 
priety, put  into  the  mouth  of  thofe  called  at  the 
latcft  period,  who,  for  an  hour*s  labour,  received 

the 
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the  fame  wages  with  the  reft ;  but,  as  they  cinr 
braced  the  firft  offer  that  was  made  them,  were 
free  from  the  guilt  of  a  voluntary  and  prrvcrfe 
refufal  of  the  grace  of  the  gofpcl  ^. 

This 

*  We  mufi:  not,  however,  infer  from  this  circumftance, 
that,  had  the  Jews  as  generally  acknowledged  Jefus  Co  be 
the  Meffiah  as  they  rejected  him,  in  that  cafe  the  Genr 
tiles  would  have  been  excladed  from  participating  in  the 
bleffings  of  his  kingdom,  and  fuflFered  to  remain  in  their 
former  ftate.  Such  a  fuppofition  is  not  only  incondftent 
with  the  gQodnefs  of  God,  as  the  common  father  of  man- 
kind, but  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  and  genius  of  the  gof- 
pcl itfelf,  which  is  evidently  calculated  to  be  an  f  univer*- 
*  fal  religion,'  having  nothing  in  its  conftitutiop  that  is 
adapted  to  the  difpofition  or  (itu^tion  of  any  particular 
people.  ,  Befides  this,  it  is  altogether  incompatible  with 
an  event  of  great  importance,  which  we  have  the  fureft 
grounds  to  expedl  from  the  facred  writings,  I  mean  the 
happy  union  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  in  the  faith  and  wor- 
Ihip  of  the  gofpel,  i|i  fome  future  period,  before  the  end 
of  the  world. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  the  apoftles  Paul  and  Barnabas, 
when  difputing  with  the  Jews  at  Antipch  in  Pifidea,  infift 
particularly  on  their  unbeliet  and  perverfenefs,  as  the  rea- 
fon  of  withdrawing  their  inftrudtions  from  them,  and 
turning  their  att:  ntion  to  the  Gentilts,  among  whom 
they  expelled  better  fuccefs.    *  But  when  the  Jews  faw 

f  the 
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This  naturally  leads  us  to  confider  the  fccond 
part  of  the  parable,  viz.  The  rewards  alTigncd  to 

each 

'  the  mnltitude,  they  wcrt  filled  with  envy,  and  fpake  a- 

*  gainft  thofe  things  which  were  fpoken  by  Paul,  contra- 
*diding  and  blafphcming.    Then  Paul  and  Barnabas 

*  waxed  boid,  and  faid.  It  was  neceflary  that  the  word  of 

*  God  fhould  firft  have  been  fpoken  to  you  ;  but,  feeing  you 

*  put  it  from  you,  and  judge  yourfelves  unworthy  of  ever- 

*  lafting  life,  lo,  ^ve  turn  to  the  Gentiles  But  it  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  it  was  only  from  thefe  Jews  of  Antioch, 
from  whom  they  withdrew  their  inftrudions,  without 
tfing  up  themfelves  from  preaching  to  others  who  were 
difpofed  to  give  their  dodirine  a  better  reception.  Ac- 
cordingly, we  find  that  Paul,  although  the  apoftle  of  the 
Gentiles,  by  the  nomination  of  his  brethren,  yet  preached 
afterwards  in  every  fynagogue  wherever  he  journeyed} 
nor  indeed  could  it  be  deemed  reafonable,  that  the  whole 
Jews,"  without  exception,  Ihnuld  have  been  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  their  labours,  for  the  fake  of  fomc  perverfe  op- 
poTers  in  that  or  any  other  city. 

The  apoftles  were  indeed  eiprefsly  enjoined  to  begin 
their  preaching  at  Jefufalem,  and  from  thence  to  fpread 
themfelves  gradually  through  the  reft  of  the  known 
world.  '  Ye  fhall  be  witneffes  to  me,  both  in  Jerufakm, 
'  and  in  all  Jadea  and  Saynaria^  and  to  the  uttermoft  parts 

•of 
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each  for  his  fervice,  in  which  the  juftice  and  libe* 
rality  of  the  generous  mafter  are  equally  difplay* 
ed.  For  this  purpofe  he  iflues  his  orders  to  his 
fteward^  to  aiTemble  the  labourers  in  the  evening, 
in  order  to  receive  their  wages.  It  is  pKoper  to 
obfervethe  order  in  which  they  are  called,  which, 
at  firft  view,  may  appear  fomewhat  Angular  and 
exceptionable-  He  begins  with  thofe  called  at  the 
eleventh  or  latefl;  hour,  and  proceeded  gradually 
to  the  firft  invited,  who  became  thereby  witncf. 
fes  of  the  whole  tranfadion,  and  had  opportunity 
of  obferving  the  fccming  injuftice  of  his  proce- 
dure. This  circumftance  introduces  their  com- 
plaint with  the  greatcfl  propriety  :  It  likewife  dif- 

covcrs 

*  of  the  earth  It  was  a  meafure  highly  proper  and  ne<- 
ceffary  for  promoting  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpeJ»  that  thofe 
miraculous  {A€ts,  on  which  its  evidence  depends,  fbould 
be  authenticated  in  the  places  where  they  were  tranfac* 
ted;  for,  without  fuch  an  atteftation,  their  credit  nerer 
could  have  been  eftablifhed,  fo  as  to  have  gained  the  ra- 
tional belief  of  mankind,  in  more  diftant  countries,  or  re* 
moter  ages  of  the  world.  For  this  reafon,  we  fee  the 
commiflion  of  the  apofUes,  as  narrated  above,  not  only 
was  extenfive  and  unlimited,  but  likewife  pointed  out  the 
particular  order  of  their  procedure,  in  order  to  carry  it 
into  execution  with  greater  cQcacy  and  fuccefs. 
•  A61s  i.  8. 
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covers  a  noble  principle  of  candor  and  integrity 
in  the  judge,  not  only  in  allowing  them  to  be  wit** 
nefles  of  his  diftribution,  but  in  bearing  their  ob* 
jeftions  with  great  attention,  and  calmly  pointing 
out  how  groundlefs  and  unreafonablc  they  were. 
The  parable  informs  us,  that  he  gave  to  every 
one  the  fame  wages,  notwlthftanding  the  diflfe- 
rence  of  the  tiine  of  their  labour.  This  i^  plainly 
intended  to  reprcfent  the  generous  and  merciful 
kindneis  of  God,inbcftowing  the  fame  privileges 
on  the  Gentiles,  who  obeyed  the  call  of  the  gofpel, 
though  it  was  firft  addreflcd  to  the  Jews,  as  being 
prior  members  of  the  church  of  God.  Nothing 
indeed  can  be  deemed  more  worthy  of  God  the 
Father  of  all,  than  to  form  a  fcheme  of  commu- 
nicating the  means  of  falvation  to  all  who  are  fin- 
ccrely  difpofcd  to  improve  them.  *  Is  he',  fays 
the  apoftle,  *  the  God  of  the  Jews  only  ?  Is  he  not 
*alfo-of  the  Gentiles?  Yes,  of  the  Gentiles  al- 
*  fo  This  ad  of  grace  in  favour  of  the  Gen- 
tiles,  when  rightly  confidered,  could  be  deemed 
no  injufticc  to  the  Jews.  But  their  pride  and 
felfifli  prejudices  fuggcfted  very  different  fcnti- 
ments  of  the  matter,  making  them  raflily  to  con- 
clude, 


•  Roro.  iii,  29, 
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dude,  that  God,  in  this  merciful  difpietifation,  adJ-* 
cd  contrary  to  the  equitable  rule  *  of  rendering 

*  to  every  man  according  to  his  works.' 

The  ground  of  their  complaints  againft  their 
common  mafter  for  this  alledged  injuftice,  is  beau- 
tifully reprefcnted  in  the  third  branch  of  the  pa* 
rable. — Accordingly,  we  are  told  that^  wheulhc 
firft  came  and  received  their  ftipulated  wages, 

*  they  murmured,  faying,  Thefelaft  have  wrought 

*  but  one  hour,  and  thou  haft  made  them  equal 

*  unto  us,  which  have  born  the  burthen  and  heat 

*  of  the  day*/  As  *  the  elder  brother,'  in  the 
parable  of  the  prodigal,  repined  at  the  kindly  re- 
ception of '  the  younger,'  as  an  aft  of  injuftice  to 
him }  in  like  manner,  thcfe  peevifti  labourers 
found  fault  with  their  mafter,  not  becaufc  they 
had  not  received  enough,  but  becaufe  others, 
whom  they  defpifed,  were  made  equal  to  them. 
They  boaft  alfo  of  their  paft  feivices,  which  they 
ftill  confider  as  not  rewarded,  if  others  arc  rc- 
compenfcd  at  all,  beyond  their  defcrt.  So  natural 
is  it  for  thofe  intoxicated  with  pride,  to  over-ratc 
their  own  merit,  and  to  depreciate  the  virtues  of 
others,  perhaps  in  many  refpcfts  better  men  than 

them- 
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themfelves.  From  the  fame  corrupt  princi- 
ple flowed  the  jealoufy  and  difcontcnt  of  the 
Jews,  on  accoi;nt  of  the  propofed  comprehcnfion 
of  the  Gentiles,  and  their  admiifion  into  the  king- 
dom of  the  MefTiah,  which  iis  the  chief  objed  of 
the  prefcnt  parable.  Let  us  proceed  to  confider 
the  reafons  afligned  by  this  generous  mailer,  in 
defence  of  his  condud* 

I.  He  tells  the  complainants,  that,  in  his  dif- 
tributiqn  of  wages,  be  had  done  them  no  injuftice : 
That,  on  the  contrary,  .he  had  paid  them  exaflly 
according  to  padion  j  and,  therefore,  their  com- 
jJaints  were  ^bundlefs^  Now,  to  apply  this  to 
the  cafe  in  hand,  .God  had  faithfully  performed 
his  promifes  to  Abraham^  ftipulated  by  covenant 
with  him,  in  favours  of  his  pofterity.  If  after- 
.wards  he  thought  proper  to  extend  his  jtiavours 
aMo  to  tb^  Qentikr»,  whfsit  injuftice  w^s  thereby 
done  to  the  Jewift  nation  ?  What  hurt  or  da- 
mage co^lii  they  poflibly  receive  trom  fuch  a 
beneficent  fchemc  in  favour  of  the  refl  of  man* 
Jtind  ?  Their  pica  of  fupcrior  merit  was  only  fug- 
gefted  by  their  national  pride,  which  proved  the 
real  fpurce  of  their  blind  and  obftinate  infidelity, 

already  obferved  ^,   They  were  indeed  in"* 

truttcd 

*  Rotn.  ill.  2,, 
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trufte^  with  the  cuftody  of  the  facrcd  writings, 
wh)ch  contained  the  authentic  rcgiftcr  of  God^ 
gracious  promifes  relative  to  the  Meffiah,  and  the 
difpenfation  of  the  gofpel ;  and  of  this  important 
truft  they  were  fo  far  faithful,  as  to  prefervc  the 
text  pure  and  uncorruptcd,  however  much  they 
xnifconftrufted  the  fenfe  and  meaning.  For 
which  caufe  God  feems  to  have  honoured  them 
with  our  Saviour's  perfonal  miniftry,  as  a  fort  of 
recompenfb,  mi  by  making  Judca  the  fcenc  of 
his  glorious  miracles }  •  So  faithfully  did  God 
f  perform  the  mercy  promifed  to  the  fathers,  and 

*  remembered  his  holy  covenant^/  Thus  he  be- 
came, in  a  particular  manner, the  glory  of  his 

*  people  Ifrael  ;*  although,  by  their  unbelfef  and 
impenitence,  they  deprived  themfelvcs  of  the  be- 
nefit they  might  have  reaped  from  fuch  diftin- 
guifhed  privileges.  From  all  thefe  .  confidera- 
tions  put  together,  and  added  lo  the  moft  exprefs 
declarations  of  the  facred  fcriptiircs,  it  pl^nly  ap- 
pears, that  the  benefit  of  the  Jewifh  natibnwas 
not  the  *  fole  objctT:*  oi  the  Meffiah's  manifefta- 
tion,  but  that  the  Gentiles  were  equally  con- 
cerned 

^  Luke  i.  72, 


fccrned  therein;  He  came  not  only  to  «  vifit 
*and  redeem  his   people,*  but  likcwife  to 

*  give  light  to  theiti  that  fate  in  darknefe,  and 

*  in  the  fliadow,  of  death,  to  guide  their  feet  in 
'  the  way  of  peace       <  It  is  a  light  thing,  fays 

*  God,  that  thou  fhouldft  be  niy  fcrvant,  to  raife  up 

*  the  tribes,  of  Jacob j  and  to  rcftbre  the  preferred 

*  of  Ifrael :  I  will  alfo  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the 

*  Gentiles,  that  thou  hiayft  be  my  falvatidn  unto 

*  the  end  of  the  earth  f.*  Were  not  the  Gentiles 
evidently  interefted  in  thefe  joyful  promifes,  as 
well  as  the  Jews  ?  And,  was  not  God's  faithful- 
nefs  equally  bound  to  fulfil  them  in  behalf  of 
bmh  ?  *.What  if  fbmc,*  fays  Paul,*  did  not  believe  ? 

*  Shall  their  unbelief  make  the  faith  of  God  of 
'  none  effea?  God  forbid  J/  That  is,  fliall  the 
infidelity  of  the  Jewifli  nation  defeat  God's  gra- 
cious purpofes  towards  the  Gentiles,  and  invali- 
date his  promifes  to  them  ?  He  rcjefts  the  fuppo- 
fition  as  derogatory  to  the  honour  and  perfec- 
tion of  the  moftHigh  :  *  Can  there  be  unrighte-  • 

*  oufnefs  with  God  ?  fliall  not  the  judge  ot  all  the 

*  earth  do  ^hat  is  right  ?' 

2,  The 
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in  Tlic  inafter  lets  thofe  murmurcrs  knaw,  thaCf 
a$he  had  kept  back  notbiRg  ixorf^  them,  to  which  * 
ihfcy  were  intitlcd  by  p  roinife  or  padion,  fo  he 
gave  to  the  icft  qnly-  what  was  ftridly  hifi  own 
property,  atid  at  his  difpofal }  and  that  their  .com^ 
plaints  ^ere  th^refpre  an.opei;]^  infult  upon  his  fo- 
v^reignty,  as  well  as  a  groundlefs  impeachaicnt 
of  his  juftice.  This  principle,  upon  which  God  \% 
plcafcd  to  ftatc  hi§  defence^  will  equally  apply  to  . 
the  difpofals  of  his  providence,  as  to  rich,cs  and  . 
honours  in  this  life  %  or  to  the  difpenfations  of 
his  grace,  a^  to  the  means  ot  attaining  everlafting 
glory  and  felicity  in  the  world  to  come.  But^ 
when  we  refolve  this  whole  procedure  into  the 
fovereignty  of  God,  we  do  not  mean  a  blind ,<m: 
partial  exertion  of  his  will^  merely  tp  4ifpl3y  tbe 
fulnefs  of  his  power,   Ther^  is  no  fuch  arbjitrary 
will  in  the  deity,  becaufe  it  is^  ioconfift^nt  with 
his  wifdom  and  goodnqfs:,  aind  repugnant  to  the 
reditude  and  dignity  of  his  government.  When? 
therefore  we  plead  this  argument  in  defence  of" 
his  conduft,  in  the  diftribution  of  civil  or  religious^ 
privileges,  we  mean  only-  to,  fay,  that  the  fovc- 
reign  ruler  of  the  univcrfe,  whofe  general  plan  of 
government  muft  far  exceed  the  comprehenfion  of 
our  limited  faculties,  does  not  always  thii^k  proper  to 

make 
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tdakc  known  to  us  the  reafons  wUch  determine 
the  particular  meafures  of  his  adfniniftration  ;  in 
fhorty  that^  in  the  prefent  cafe  of  his  diftributing  fa- 
vours to  mankind  in  different  meafures  and  pro* 
portions, he  is  influenced  by  motives  only  known 
to  himfelf,  refulting  from  the  unerring  vifdom  of 
his  own  councils,  and  conneded  with  the  glorious 
ends  of  his  univerfal  government. 

If  fheh  any  are  fo  pfefumptuoui  as  to  com* 
plain  of  the  difpofalsof  his  providence,  or  the  dill' 
pcnfations  of  his  grace,  as  being  difprpportionate 
to  their  merit  or  wiflies,  we  may  juftly  plead  the 
di'rinc  fupremacy  as  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  every 
cavil  of  this  kind.  On  this  prinetple,  the  a- 
poftle's  whole  resUbning)  in  the  ninth  chapter  of 
his  epiftle  to  the  Romans^  is  founded,  with  refpcflt 
to  the  cafe  of  Jacob  and  £(au,  confidered  as  heads 
and  repreientatives  of  two  different  nations.  From 
the  previous  deiignation  of  the  one  to  greater 
voor  than  the  other,  before  their  perfonal  defert 
could  be  exhibited,  he  juftly  infers,  that  God  afls 
as  a  fovereign  and  independent  Being,  in  confer- 
ring greater  or  leffer  bleflings  on  different  nations 
and  individuals.  *  Hath  not  the  potter  power 
'  over  the  clay,  of  the  fame  lump  to  make  one 

«  veffel 


^  Vcffel  unto  honour  and  another  to  difliondiir 

*  Behold/  ftiys  iLlihu,  *  in  this  thou  art  not  juft; 

*  I  will  anfwer  thcc,  that  God  is  greater  than  man? 

*  Why  doft  thou  ftrivc  againft  him,  for  he  givcth 

*  not  account  of  any  of  his  matters  f  /  Let  us 
hence  learn  contentment  with  our  lot,  and  fub-i 
miffion  to  the  will  of  the  fuprcme  difpofcr  of  all 
things,  remembering  always  that  our  duty  and 
intercft  confifts  in  fulfilling  the  obligations,  .which 
refult  from  that  particular  (latioii  he  hath  aiSgned 
us,  with  fidelity  and  diligence.  This  point  of  in- 
ftrudion  our  Saviour  difcuffes  in  the  parable  of 
the  talents,  to  which  we  refer  for  the  further  il- 
luftration  of.-it.  |fe 

J.  The  IVI  after  atgueS  with  fhefc  difcontcntcd 
labou^rcrs,  that  their  complaints  flowed  from  en- 
vy, a  bafe  and  ungenerous  pafiion,  which  make^ 
bur  happinefs  to  depcndj  not  on  our  own  plenty 
tod  abundance,  but  the  poverty  and  indijgencc  of 
Others :  *  Is  thine  eye  evil  becaufe  I  am  good  Jf* 
A  perfon  of  true  benevolence  tviflies  \^cll  to  all 
mankind,  and  participates  in  evcrjr  degree  of  hap- 
J)inefs  \vhich  they  enjoy.  Whereas  envy  is  the 
temper  of  little  and  contracted  fpirits ;  it  is  the 

offspring 
♦ 

*  Rom.  ix.  21.       t  Job.  xiii.  12,  13.        %  Verf.  15. 
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offspring  of  pride  and  felfrconccit,  the  mother  qf 
ingratitude  and  difcontcnt.  It  muft,  therefore, 
'  banifti  from  oujr  minds  all  true  peace  and  felf-en- 
joyment.  The  Jews  were  deeply  tinftured  with 
thefe  malignant  paffions,  looking  on  all  the  refl: 
of  mankind  as  barbarians  and  outcafts  of  Provi- 
dence ;  and  hence,  in  their  turn,  they  were  hated 
and  dcfpifed,  as  declared  enemies  of  the  human 
fpecics.  Our  Saviour  concludes  the  parable 
with  the  fame  general  aphorifm  which  he  had 
prefixed  to  it,  at  the  end  of  the  prcceeding  chap« 
tcr ;  <  So^  many  that  arc  firft,  fliall  be  laft,  and 

♦  the  laa  lhall  be  firft  to  illyftrate  which  is 
the  plain  defign  of  this  allegory  :  Apd,  having  fi- 
niihed  it,  he  repeats  it  again,  as  the  capital  point 
pf  inftruflion  to  be  deduced  from  it.  He  adds, 
by  way  of  farther  explication,  '  for  many  are 

*  called,  but  rfew .  arc  chofen  *  ;*  that  is,  few  in 
comparifon,  arc  prjcpared,  . by  .humility  and  fclf- 
denial,  to  embrace  the  call  of  the  gofpcl,  and  to 
engage  heartily  in  the  fervice  of  God  their  Savi- 
our, With  regard  to  the  particular  cafe  alluded 
to  in  the  parable,  the  meaning  of  it  is  very  obvi- 
ous,  God  v(Z%  pleafed,  as  wc  obfcryed  before, 

to 
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to  make  the  fir  ft  revelation  of  his  will  to  the  Jews } 
and,  upon  the  publication  of  the  gofpel,  our  Sa« 
yiour  and  his  apoftles  confined  their  tnftrudions 
to  them  for  a  confiderablc  time*  In  thefc  rc» 
fpcfts,  they  were  first,  as  being  favoured  with 
diftinguilhing  privileges  above  the  Gentile  na, 
tions  J  but  became  last.,'  in  point  of  fuccefs,  on 
account  ,  of  their  raifimprovement  of  then^^,  and 
more  efpecially,  their  undutiful  behaviour  towards 
the  Meiliah  when  he  came  to  fet  up  his  fpiritual 
kingdom  among  them.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Gentiles,  who  were  laft  in  being  called  to  be 
mem^bcrs  of  the  church  of  God,  yet  became  firft 
as  to  the  cffltacy  of  the  invitation,  difcovering  ge, 
nerally  a  greater  tcadinefs  to  'comply  with  it. 
This  prediftion  of  our  Saviour  is  fully  verified  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  afts  of  the  apoftles. 

Upon  the  whole,  though  we  have  e^Iamecl 
this  parable,  and  the  aphorifm  with  which  it  con- 
cludes, as  having  a  principal  reference  to  the  ad- 
miflion^of  the  Gentiles,  as  a  collective  body,  into 
the  church  of  Chrift,  on  the  fame  terms  with  the 
Jews ;  yet,  in  a  fecondary  view,  it  may  alfo  be 
propferly  applied  to  fome  other  cafes  that  are  fimi- 
lar  in  their  nature  and  circumftances ;  and,  par- 
ticularly, to  the  diftribution  of  rewards  to  indivi-. 
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Glials  in  a  future  ftatc,  as  to  fomc  remarkable 
inftanccs.  I'bus,  the  kingdom  ot  hcavien  is  par- 
ticularly promifcd  by  our  Saviour  to  hisapoftles, 
^  who  left  all  and  followed  him/  and  ftood  fore^ 
moft  in  the  face  of  danger.  They  were  the  firft 
labourers  in  his  vineyard,  and  might  juftly  be 
iaid  *  to  bear  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day/ 
Many  private  Chriftians  alfo  in  that  age  of  the  go- 
ipcl,  being  animated  by  the  fame  courage  and 
fortitude,  followied  the  footfteps  bf  the  apultles, 
and  endured  the  fame  fiery  trial  j  they  were 
therefore  intitled  to  the  lame  glorious  rewards. 
The  promiie  of  futufe  glory  and  felicity  is  not, 
however,  confined  to  thofe,  but  all  in  any  liic- 
ceeding  age,  who  hold  on  in  a  courfe  ot  piety 
and  virtue,  ready  to  undergo  every  trial  to  which 
they  may  be  appointed,  have  likewife  an  intereft 
therein,  although  they  may  be  permitted  to  live 
and  die  peaceably  in  the  finccre  profcffipn  of  the 
gofpel ;  nay,  perhaps,  may  ittain  a  more  glori- 
ous rccompenfe  than  even  fome  who  have  fufftr- 
cd  for  righjeoufnefs  fake.  To  this  very  cafe  our 
Saviour  applies  the  fame  aphorifm  in  Matth.  xix. 
chapter^  from  27th  verfe  to  the  end. 

Again,  we  may  obfcrve  fome  who  have  had 
the  advantage  of  a  pious  education,  going  on 
R  with 
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with  an  alraoft  uninterrupted  progrefs  in  wifdom 
and  holintfs,  even  from  their  early  yoirth,  while 
many  others,  who  citTicr  never  enjoyed  this  im- 
portant blcfSng,  or  have  negleftcd  to  improve  it, 
fpend  the  greater  part  of  their  life  in  vice  and 
folly.  If  thefe,  however,  fhiW  at  lafl;  break  off 
their  finful  courfes,  by  an  unfeigned  repentance, 

*  ceafing  to  do  evil,  and  learning  to  do  well/ 
the  fame  divine  promife  fecures  alfo  their  fcvcr- 
laftlng  happinefs  ;  and,  e^ecially,  if  they  are  fol- 
licitous  to  rctrive  the  time  which  they  have  loft, 
by  greater  diligence  and  aftivity  in  the  fervicc  of: 
God,  during  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Thus, 
St  Paul,  though  laft  of  being  admitted  into  the 
number  of  the  apoftlcs,  yet,  *  by  labourihg  more 

*  abundantly,*  was  not,  as  he  tells  us,  behind  *  the 

*  chicfeft  of  the  apoftlcs,'  either  as  to  the  prefent 
marks  of  divine  approbation,  or  the  hopes  of  a 
glorious  re'compenfc  hereafter. 

There  is  another  cafe  to  which  this  general  a* 
phorifm  is  no  Icfs  applicable,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  early  piety  and  virtue.  While  the  lives 
of  fome,  who,  in  the  days  of  thefr  youth,  were 
initiated  in  the  knowledge  and  praftice  of  religion, 
are  lengthened  out  to  old  age,  and  by  this  means 
enjoy  many  noble  opportunities  of  honouring 

God 
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God  and  doing  good  to  mankind;  others,  pof- 
fcffed  of  like  goocf  difpofitions  and  principles,  are 
cften  taken  out  of  the  world  at  an  early  period, 
and  fo  deprived  of  the  occafions  ot  exhibiting 
their  virtues  with  equal  luftrc  and  advantage ; 
fuch  lhall  not,  however,  come  fliort  of  the  re- 
ward promifed  to  the  faithful  and  upright  •  In 
this  cafe,  the  apoftle'5  maxim  alfo  holds  true,  that, 

*  where  there  is  a  willing  mind,  it  will  be  accept- 

*  cd,  according  to  what  a  man  hath,  and  not  ac- 

*  cording  to  what  a  man  hath  not  ^/  Agreeably 
to  this,  v[c  are  told,  that  the  apUorifm,  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  parable,  was  a  proverbial  maxim 
among  the  Jews,  which  they  eicplained,  by 
faying,  <  that  he  who  lives  well,  and  is  cut  off  in 
'  the  midft  of  his  days,  fhall  be  equally  rewarded 

*  with  him  that  live^  (eventy  years/  According 
to  this  ftandard,  the  length  or  {hort;nels  of  our: 
lives,  as  members  of  the  church  of  Ghnft,  is  not 
to  bc  ^imated  by  the  numljer  of  days,  or  months, 
or  years  we  Imve  paflcd  through,  but  by  the  pro- 
ficiency wc  have  made  in  Chriftian  faith  and  vir. 
tue.  He,  therefore,  who  Jiiath  given  the  greateft 
attention  to  cultivate  right  principles  anddifpo-; 

fuion& 
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fitions  of  mind,  and  made  the  greatcft  imprpyc-s 
ment  in  wifdom  and  holincfs,  may  be  juftly  falcj 
to  have  lengthened  put  his  life  in  proportion. 
^  Though  the  righteous/  fays  the  fon  of  Syrach_, 
^  be  prevented  by  death,  yet  fliall  he  be  in  reft. 

*  For  honourable  age  is  not  that  which  ftandeth 

*  in  length  of  time^  nor  that  is  meafured  by  num- 

*  ber  of  years  ;  but  wifdom  is  grey  hair  unto  mcn,^ 
^  and  an  unfpotted  life  is  old  age.    He  pleafed 

*  God,  and  vas  beloved  of  him  ;  fo  that,  living  a- 
^  mong  men,  he  was  tranflated  V 

To  conclude :  This  parable,  at  the  fame  time,, 
gives  no  manner  of  encouragement  to  a  death- 
bed repentance,  or  to  men's  delaying  it  to  the  laft 
period  of  lift,  in  hcpcs  of  meeting  with  the  fanac 
favourable  acceptance  with  thofe  who  have  been 
engaged  in  the  fcrvice  of  God  from  their  early 
youth.  It  refers,  indeed,  to  a  quite  diflfcrent  ob- 
jeft,  and  is  not  in  the  Icaft  applicable  to  that  pur- 
pofc.  But  kt  us  fuppofe,  for  once,  that  the  dif- 
ferent hours  of  the:  day  are  intended  to  fignify.  the 
diflferent  periods  of  human  life  in  which  men  may 
begin  to  be  n^ligious ;  yet  ftill  it  is  to  be  obfer- 
ved,  that  thofe  called  at  the  eleventh  hour  compli- 
ed 
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ed  immediately  with  the  invitation,  being  the  firft 
which  they  had  ever  received  ;  fo  that  their  cafe  is 
in  no  I'efped  fimilar  to  the  cafe  of  fuch  as  have 
been  favoured  with  repeated  and  freqi^ent  offers 
of  divine  mercy,  which  thty  have  hitherto  ncglcft- 
cd  and  defpifed.  Here  is,  therefore,  no  manner 
of  argument  to  encourage  floth  and  prefumption, 
a&  if  God  wer?  bound  to  receive  finners  at  what 
time,  or  on  what  terms,  they jijay  thinly:  proper. 
With  pcrfqns  of  this  charafter  and  difpofition,  the 
parable  is  not  at  all  concerned  j  but  thofe  only,^ 
who,  like  the  Gentile  converts,  having  been  long 
detained  i^  the  prifon  of  darknefs  and  ignorance, 
Tdadily  obey  the  firft  ca  i  to  repentance,  on  the, 
fncouraging  promifes  of  forgivenefs  e:s(;hibited  in 
the  gofpcl.  Such  have  no  reafon  to  defpair ;  butj^ 
pn  the  contrary,  may  entertain  the  affurcd  hope 
of  being  favourably  accepted  and  bountifully  re- 
garded, according  to  their  after-diligence,  with- 
out rcfpcft  to  the  ihortnefs  of  the  time  and  du-: 
ration  of  their  feryice*  There  is,  indeed,  a  fear 
of  caution,  and  diffidence  pf  ourfclves,  accompa- 
nied with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  divine  aid,  re- 
commended by  the  apoftle  as  neceffary  to  work 
put  our  falvation  with  fafety  and  fucccfs.  By 
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this  means  ysrc  fliall  be  fufficiently  guarded  both, 
againft  the  iniharing  influence  of  exteroal  obje£h^ 
to  wluch  wc  are  every  where  c^poied,  an4  alfi> 
the  dangerous  illufion  of  our  own  deceitful  hearts : 
^  Work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  an4 
<  trembling,  for  it  is  God  who  worketh  in  you, 
f  both  to  will  and  tq  do  of  his  good  pkafurc 

♦  Philip,  iu  la,  1$, 
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Parable  of  t^e  cruel  and  unjust 
husbandmen^. 

rIduGH  the  ptirport  of  this  parable  k  the 
fame  with  the  former,  yet  it  contahis  a 
greater  variety  of  beautiful  and  inftruflivc  cir^ 
cumftances.  The  feme  dbjefi:  is  here  prefeitted 
before  us  in  a  different,  but  not  kf&ftriking  point 
of  light,  being  intended  as  a  iarther  vindication 
of  the  divine  conduft,  wifHf  rdfpeQ  to  the  rtttcn^ 
fion  of  his  mercy  to  the  Gehf  iles,  in  confeqilenee 
of  the  obftinate  infidelity  of  the  Jewtfh  nation. 
In  the  former  parable,  our  S^iour  reafons  with 
them  6n  their  own  priiitiples^  and  admits  every 
plaufible  claim  and  title  to  grealef  favour  tihan 
the  reft  of  mankind,  which  they  cotild  pkad  in 
their  o\vn  behaJf.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  fhdws 
that  this  benevolent  'fchemc  of  compt-ehenfi^n, 
which  was  to  take  place  under  the  diQ^enfation  of 
the  goTpcl,  was  an  aft  of  fovetelgn  clemency,  that 

could 
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couid  not  be  deemed  any  injufticc  to  them,  or  tfes 
Icaft  infringement  on  their  peculiar  privileges; 
The  prefent  parable  is  conceived  in  terms  of  the 
fcvcreft  cenfurc  and  reprehcnfion,  in  which  he 
lets  them  know,  that  their  being  henceforth  re* 
jefted  of  God,  was  an  aft  of  juft  feverity  inflifted 
on  account  of  their  continued  difobedience  and 
ingratitude  to  him  :  That  they  were  no  longer 
to  be  confidered  as  his  favourite  people,  having 
fallen  under  a  fi^rtence  of  forfeiture  and  condem- 
nation ;  and^  in  fhort^  that  the  grace  and  favour 
bf  God,  which  they  had  fo  long  abufed,  was  now 
to  be  extended  to  other  nations ^  whom  they  were 
siccuftomed  to  defpife.  But  the  chief  point  of 
difference  between  the  parables  lies  in  this^  that 
the  former  Xecms  to  refpeft  the  nation  in  general, 
whereas  the  latter  is  particularly  addreffed  to  their 
rulers,  to  whofe  corrupt  adminift ration  and  ex- 
ample he  traces  back  the  degeneracy  and  corrup- 
tioin  of  the  people.  He  rcprcfents.  in  thi^  allegory 
how  injuriouOy^  and  even  cruelly,  they  had  treat- 
ed the  divine  prophets  who  had  been  fent  to  them 

,  in  former  times,  with  the  mod  important  mcfiages 
from  heaven  for  preventing  their  deflru£tion; 
and  farther,  that,  as  they  were  ftill  waHcing  in  the 

:  footfteps  of  their  progenitors,  purfuing  the  fame 

'  meafures 
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iiieafurds  of  impiety  and  violence  towards  a  mttm 
feriger  of  iuperiof  rank  and  dignity,  their  guilt 
Was  proportionably  iilcreafed,  and  would  be  foba 
followed  with  an  exemplary  vengeance. 

Thcfe  are  the  general  coiltents  of  the  parable^ 
which  may  be  divided  into  the  following  parts 
that  merit  a  feparate  difcuffion.  i.  We  have  a 
figurative  rcprefentation  of  the  diftinguilhing  ad- 
vantages of  the  Jewiih  church,  for  religibud  and 
mor^il  imffrovemcnt.  2.  The  growing  corruptidn 
and  degeneracy  of  that  people  for  many  ages,  in 
a  great  meafure  owing  to  thfc  mal-adminiftratibn 
of  their  rulers.  3.  The  guilt  they  contrafted, 
jiarticularly  by  their  cruel  and  contumelious  u- 
fage  of  the  prophets  whom  God  commillioned 
and  ferit  to'  them,  with  awful  declarations  of  his 
mil  for  their  amendment.  4;  The  laft  effort  of 
his  wifdom  and  goodnefs  to  prevent  their  de- 
ftruftion  by  the  rtiniftry  of  the  long  expefled 
Mcffiah  amiDng  them.  Laftly^  A  folemn  denun- 
ciation of  Heaven^s  difpleafure,  in  confcqui^nce  of 
their  rejeSing  the  offer  of  falvatiori,  and  '  cruci- 
*  fying  the  Lord  of  glory** 

I.  The  diftinguifliing  advantages  which  they 
fcnjoytd  for  religious  and  moral  nnprovenient, 
are  reprefented  by  the  fame  figure  as  in  the  for- 
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vfict  parable.  The  Jewlfli  church  is  often  term-' 
cd,  by  the  facrcd  writers,  '  God's  vineyard/ 
which  he  hedged  about,  as  it  were,  with  peculiar 
laws  and  ordinances,  as  men  commonly  bcftow 
extraordinary  pains  and  cxpence  in  fencing  and 
cultivating  a  favourite  poffciTion.  '  His  •  digging 
*  a  wine-prefs,  and  building  a  tower,'  and  other 
fuch  circumftances,  are  to  be  underftood,  in  ge- 
neral, of  all  thofe  excellent  means  and  advanta- 
ges for  improvement  already  mentioned,  without 
ftraining  them  to  any  particular  meaning.  Thus 
we  learn  from  facred  hiftory,  that  not  only  du- 
ring their  continuing  in  the  wildernefs,  but  for  a 
confiderable  time  after  their  fcttlement  in  the 
land  ot  Canaan,  this  favoured  people  were  under 
the  particular  care  and  protedion  of  God.  He 
raifcd  up  chofen  men  to  be  the  immediate  inftru- 
ments  of  his  extraordinary  providence,  whom  he 
infpired  with  wifdom  to  dired  their  counfels,  and 
with  courage  to  fight  their  battles.  '  The  fym- 
«  bol  of  his  prefcnce'  was  their  glory  and  their 
defence,  till,  after  a  fcries  of  miraculous  vidorics^ 
he  eftabliflied  them  in  peace  and  profpcrity,- 
though  furrounded  with  enemies,  *  He  dealt  not 
<  fo  with  any  other  nation/  But;  when  at  length- 
they  became  weary  of  the  theocracy,  and  defircd 

a- 
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a  king  to  judge  them,  like  the  other  natlons'f ,  God 
was  pleafcd  to  withdraw  the  tokens  of  his  fpecial 
prefence  from  among  them,  and  to  commit  the 
guidance  and  government  of  his  church  to  rulers 
firfl:  nominated  by  himfclf,  and  who  were  alter- 
wards  to  fucceed  one  another,  according  to  re- 
gulations and  ordinances  devifed  by  his  own  wif- 
dom.  This  feems  to  be  the  irioft  natural  mean- 
ing of  <  his  letting  out  his  vineyard  to  huiband- 
*  men,  while  he  himfelf  went  into  a  far  country 
that  is,  he  refigned  the  adminiftration,  as  it  were, 
into  the  hands  of  thofe  perfons  appointed  by  the 
conftitution  which  he  had  enafted,  referving  al- 
ways to  himfelf,  as  fupreme  ruler,  the  liberty  of 
fending  extraordinary  meffengers  to  declare  h.s 
will  and  intentions  to  them  on  critical  and  inter- 
cfting  occafions.  He  ftill  preferved,  however, 
his  own  concern,  as  fole  proprietor  of  the  vine-* 
yard,  and  delegated  only  his  authority  to  them, 
in  fubordination  to  himfelf.  He  retained  his  re-, 
lation  to  his  church,  as  tlac  fupreme  head  and  le- 
giflatdr,  to  whom  they  were  accountable  for  their 
ac^ininiftration.  They  were,  therefore,  in  no  re-f 
fpecl,  to  aQ:  as  *  lords  over  God*s  heritage,*  but 
asfervants  under  him,  regulating  their  conduft 

by 

-j-  I,  Sam.  viii.  5*  j 


(   H<>  ) 

by  his  laws  and  ordinances,  and  keeping  .ftcadily 
in  their  eye  thofe  great  objedls  which  he  had  iii 
view,  in  fornaing  them  into  a  fepar^^te  kingdom 
from  the  reft  of  thp  nations.   It  was  at  their  hand^ 
that  God  juftly  demanded  the  fruits  of  his  vin^T 
yard,  which  were  no  other  than  fuch  rctyrns  of. 
duty  and  obedience,  from  the  people  committed 
to  their  care,  as  were  fuitable  to  the  advaqtiiges 
for  religious  improvement  conferred  on  them* 
His  difappointment,  as  to  the  fruits  wMch  he  fo 
reafonably  expeded  from  a  vineyard,  planted  at 
firft  by  himfelf,  in  fo  kindly  a  foil,  and  fo  well 
fenced  and  fecurcd,  as  reprefentcd  in  the  allego- 
ry, he  chiefly  alcribes  to  the  negligence  of  thofe 
hufbandmcn  in  cultivating  it.  A  negligence  which 
juftiy  expofcd  them  to  his  difpleafure  j  becaufe, 
from  the  nature  of  their  office^  they  were  not  on- 
ly accountable  to  the  lord  of  the  vineyard  {ox 
their  management  of  thi$  trufl,  but  niigbt  atfo 
exped  to  receive  a  fuitable  reward  for  their  faith- 
ful fcrvicc. 

What  a  fine  fcnti [rent  is  here  fuggefled  by  our 
Saviour,  well  deferving  the  ferious  attention  of  ^11 
who  arc  invefteH  with  power  and  authority  in  the 
church  of  God  ?  1  hey  are  put  in  mind,  that  it 
is  ^  facred  and  important  truft,  for  which  they 
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muft  tendcF  an  account  to  the  fuprcme  Lord  and 
Judg€  of  all :  TM^thc  gre?it  end  pf  their  ofgcc 
is  not  tlic  advjioccnicnt  of  iheir  qwn  fecular  ijitcr- 
eft  and  power,  but  the  improycmcnt  of  the  peo- 
ple in  true  pic|ty  and  virtue  who  arc  committed 
to  their  care,  '  We  prcj^cb  not  ourfclycs/  fay3 
Paul,  *  but  Cbr,i(l  Jcfus  the  Lord,  and  ourfcIvc$ 

*  ypiv  fervant?  for  Jeffs'  f^fee.*    It  is  a  fcrvic^ 
the  mo^  honourable  and  important  in  itfelf,  an4 
which  fliall  he  croi^ned  ^pithjevcrlafting  glory  and 
felicity,  as  the  reward  of  diligence  and  fidejiity  ia  ^ 
perfojrming  it, 

^ut,  to  return  to  the  parable ;  Our  Saviour, 
in  this  firpilitude  pf  a  yineyard,  fcems  evidently 
to  allude  to  idic  beautiful  dcfcription  of  the  Jew- 
ilh  church  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  jilmoft  in  the 
terms  of  the  parable:   <  Now  will  I  iing  unto  my 

•  well-beloyed,  a  fpng  of  my  beloved,  touching 
^  his  vineyard ;  My  wcU-bcloved  hath  a  vineyard 
f  in  a  very  fruitful  hiU.  i\nd  he  fenced  it,  and 
f  gathered  out  the  ftones  thereof,  and  planted  it 
^  with  the  choiceft  vine,  and  built  a  tower  in  the 

*  midft  of  it,  and  alfo  m^de  a  winei-prefs  therein  ; 

•  and  he  looked  that  it  Ihould  bring  forth  grapes^ 
?  and  it  brought  forth  wild  grapes.  For  the  vine- 
^  yard  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  the  houfe  of  Ifrael, 

'  and 
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'  and  the  men  of  Judah  his  pleafant  plant  i  and 

*  he  looked  for  judgment,  but  behold  opprcffion  ; 

*  for  rightcoufiiefsjbut  behold  a  cry  "^Z  So  fami- 
liar was  this  figure  to  the  ears  of  the  Jews,  as  be- 
ing fo  frequently  made  ufc  of  by  the  facred  wri- 
ters, that  we  find  from  the  context,  that  the  chief 
priefts  and  pharifees,  to  whom  our  Saviour  im- 
mediately addrefled  the  parable,  and  for  whofe 
convidion  it  was  chiefly  intended,  at  once  undcr- 
ftood  his  meaning,  ^  and  perceived  that  he  fpokc 

*  of  them.* 

The  fecond  branch  of  the  parable  reprefents 
the  pernicious  influence  of  the  unfaithful  admi*. 
niftration  of  their  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  rulers  in 
corrupting  the  fentiments  and  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple. This  vineyard,  as  obferved  before,  was  hap- 
pily fituatedy  properly  fenced,  an4  furniflicd  with 
every  conveniency  for  producing  the  expedcd 
fruits,  and  in  the  grcateft  abundance.  It  was  lei 
out  to  thofc  huflbandmen,  under  every  pol&ble 
advantage,  and  the  grcatefl  encouragement 
was  given  them  to  be  faithful  and  diligent  in  car- 
rying on  the  plan  of  improvement  prcfcribed  by 
their  Lord  and  Mafter.   To  lay  afidc  the  figure. 


Ifaiah     i.  2.  7. 
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h  was  their  indifpenfible  duty,  to  Interpret  fakfe- 
fully  the  laws  of  God  unto  the  people,  and  to  en- 
courage the  obfcrvance  of  them^  by  their  influ- 
ence and  example ;  to  point  out  their  prevailing 
errors  and  enormities ;  to  denounce  the  threaten- 
ings  of  the  law  againft  thofe  corruptions ;  to 
comfort  the  humble  and  penitent  with  the  glori- 
ous promifes  of  the  Me(Sah,to  fet  up  his  fpiritual 
kingdom  among  them.  Thus  were  they  to  *  pre- 
*  pare  a  people  for  the  Lord,*  by  keeping  alive 
the  hopes  of  his  appearance,  and  of  more  perfeft 
difcoverics  of  the  divine  will,  under  his  admini- 
ftration*  But,  in  this  important  fervice,  they  were ' 
not  only  extremely  remifs  and  negligent,  but  per- 
verted the  defign  of  their  office,  to  which  oiir 
Saviour  juftly  afcribcs  the  growing  degeneracy  of 
that  people  for  many  ages.  From  the  frequent 
and  fevere  reproofs  given  them  by  our  Saviour, 
and  recorded  in  the  gofpcl-hiftory,  we  have  their 
charaSers  fairly  delineated,  and  their  vices  fully  de- 
tefted.  They  fat  in  Mofcs's  chair,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  perverted  his  inftitutions.  Inftead  of  being 
faithful  expounders  of  the  law,  they  obfcured  it  by 
a  trifling^and  profane  cafuiftry,  fupcradding  many 
abfurd  and  troublefome,  ufages,  founded  on  tra- 

dition. 
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difiori,  to  the  ccrfemonJal  laW,  aind  making  V6ic( 
tlic  moral,  by  many  falfe  and  corrupt  gloffes  of 
their  oWn  irivirltJon*  Biit  of  thii^  we  fpoke  at 
latrge  in  a  former  difcourfe  j  ortly  Wt  might  herd 
not  improperly  take  dccafion  to  obferve  Urith  what 
cxafthefs  th«  cTbritrivers'  of  the  popifh  fyftem  of 
religion  have  copied  aftdr  the  model  of  the  Jewifh 
priefts,  by  like  impure  additions  to  the  dodrine 
and  laws  of  the  gofpcl,  by  which  they  in  a  great 
meafure  alfo  have  defaced  the  beauty,  and  dimi- 
niflied  the  influence  of  that  divine  inftitution  for 
the  real  improvement  and  happkiefs  of  mankind* 
.  But,  befidcs  the  ignorance  and  corruption  of 
the  Jewilh  dodkors  in  point  of  principle,  they 
were  no  lefs  licentious  and  profligate  in  their 
prafticej  and,  accordingly,  we  find  them  charged 
by  our  Saviour  with  vices  of  the  rnofl  malig* 
nant  nature.  Their  fpecious  devotion  was  deep- 
ly tindurcd  with  hypocrify  j  their  moft  fplendid 
a£ts  of  beneficence,  were  mere  facrifices  to  their 
vanity  ;  their  infatiable  avarice,  mingling*  itfelf 
with  thofe  meaner  pafllidns,  became,  the  fourcd 
of  much  injuftice  and  oppreflion  to  the  people.  In 
fhort,  infl.ead  of  being  examples  of  wifdom, 
piety,  and  virtue,  they  were  their  leaders  in  vice 
and  folly.  Nay,  they  even  availed  themfelvcs  of 
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the  ignorance  and  corruption  of  the  multitude,  to 
acquire  an  abfolutc  dominion  over  their  confci- 
ences,  and  thus  to  make  them  the  tools  of  their 
avarice  and  ambition.  Such  is  the  odious  charac 
ter  given  of  them  in  the  gofpcl-hiftory  ;  a  pidurc 
drawn  from  the  life,  and  fo  exaftly  refembling  the 
original,  that  our  Saviour  refers  it  to  their  own 
confciences  to  judge  of  the  likenefs.   What  then 
behoved  to  be  the  confequence  of  this  unfaithful 
adminiftration?Thc  vineyard  of  the  Lord  brought 
forth  wild  grapes.    The  people  degenerated  into 
the  groffcft  ignorance  and  fuperilition ;  negleding 
the  fubftancc,  thcy^  contented  themfelves  with  a 
punailious  obferyance  of  the  forms  and  appenda-- 
gcsof  religion      They  let  go  the  law  of  their 
Gpd  in  many  effcnti^il  points,  and   held  faft 
the  traditions  of  the  elders.    This  corruption  of 
the  Jewifli  church  had  been  (till  increafmg  for  fe- 
vcral  ages,  as  appears  from  the  frequent  com- 
plaints of  the  prophets  who  were  fent  at  diffe- 
rent times  to  reclaim  them. 

This  naturally  introduces  the  third  branch  af 
the  parable,  which  reprefenls,  hi  a  particular  man- 
ner, the  cruel  and  contumelious  treatment  of 
thofe  extraordinary  mclfcngers  of  God,  which  is 
T  fufficierrtfy 
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fufficicntly  vouched  from  the  annals  of  their  hifto- 
ry.  At  the  proper  feafon  of  cxpefting  his  fhare  of 
the  fruits,  in  termsof  the  bargain,  the  houfe-holdcr  > 
we  are  told,  fent  his  fervants  to  make  the  equi- 
table demand.  Had  they  been  faithful  and  dili- 
gent, this  meafure  would  have  been  unneceffary. 
But  the  happy  eflfefts  of  fo  wife  a  conftitutioa 
not  appearing  through  the  mifconduft  of  the  ap- 
pointed adminiftrators  pi  it,  he  gave  a  fpecial 
commiffion  to  fome  perfons,  whom  he  endowed 
with  the  fpirit  of  prophcfy,  to  point  out  their  pre- 
vailing corruptions,  and  to  recal  them  to  their  du- 
ty, by  denunciations  of  his  wrath,  in  cafe  they 
defpifed  their  admonitions*  Though  thcfe  awful 
meflages  of  the  prophets  concerned  the  nation 
in  general,  yet  were  they  for  the  mod  part  addrcf- 
fed  to  the  rulers.  By  the  influenc'fc  of  their  bad 
adminiftration,  the  people  had  been  corrupted  ; 
and,  by  their  good  inftruQion  and  example,  they 
could  only  be  reformed.  But  what  was  the  un- 
generous and  ungrateful  return  they  made  for  fo 
merciful  an  interpofition  to  fave  them  ?  The  pa- 
rable reprefents  it  in  a  very  affcfting  manner  j 
and  that  not  figuratively,  but  almoft  in  the  ftri£t- 
cft  terms  ol  hittorical  truth  : '  And  the  hufband- 
*  man  took  his  Icrvants,  and  beat  one,  and  killed  a- 

^  nothcr. 
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*  iiothcr,  and  ftoncd  another*.'  There  fcems  to  be 
a  particular  reference  to  here  the  cafe  of  Jeremiah, 
whom  they  cruelly  beat  and  imprifoned  ;  of  Ifaiah 
and  Zcchariah,  whom  they  barbaroufly  murder- 
ed in  the  temple  itfelf,  thereby  violating  alfo  the 
lanftity  of  that  holy  place.  As  the  vices  of  the  peo« 
pic  were  profitable  to  their  leaders,  the  prophets 
of  God  became  of  courfe  the  immediate  objefts 
of  their  refentment.    This  foon  vented  itfelf,  not 
only  in  every  poflible  expreflion  of  contempt  for 
their  admonitions  and  reproofs,  but  of  rancour  and 
revenge  againft  their  perfons,    Though  thefe  e- 
vents  happened  indeed  in  former  ages,  yet  our  Sa- 
viour frequently  upbraids  the  prefent  rulers  with 
inheriting  the  malignant  fpirit  of  their  predeccf- 
fors,  which,  inftead  of  fubfiding,  was  difplaying  it- 
felf every  day,  and  was  foon  to  break  out  even 
with  greater  outrage  and  violence  againft  himfelf 
and  his  apoftles.  He  reprefents  this  as  their  pecu- 
liar and  charaaeriftipal  guilt,  and  as  a  fatal  prefagc 
rfthatfignal  dcftruftion  that  was  coming  upon 
them.   Matth..xxiii.  29.  30.  31.  32,  33.  34.  35. 
36.  37.  verfes.    See  the  pafTage. 

No 


•  Verfc  35; 
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No  maxim  of  the  divine  admlniftration  fcem5 
more  equitable  in  itfelf,  nor  more  congruous  to 
the  wifdom  and  reSitude  of  the  Supreme  Being 
than  this,  namely,  that  the  oftsprifig  of  pious  and 
worthy  anccftoris,  who  have  imbibed,  as  it  were, 
their  fpirit,  and  acquired  their  virtues,  may  cxpcQi 
a  higher  and  more  diftinguilhed  reward,  both  of 
honour  and  firikrity*  On  the  other  hand,  the 
children  of  profligate  parents,  who  not  only  walk 
in  the  footfteps  of  therr  bad  example,  but  even 
corrupt  tiiemfelves  more  and  more,  have  reafon 
to  dread  a  puniAment  fui table  to  their  growing 
demerit.  This  holds  efpecially  true  as  to  nations 
and  public  communities,  which  have  been  long  un- 
der a  corrupt  admlniftration  ;  and,  though  punifli- 
ablc  only  in  this  world,  yet  the  aftual  infliftion  of 
that  puniflimcnt  is  often,  for  important  reafons 
known  to  God  alone,  deferred  to  a  later  period, 
and  then  executed  with  greater  feverity,  in  pro- 
portion  to  this  accumulated  guik.  This  was  par- 
ticularly exemplified  in  the  cafe  of  the  Jews,  as 
repreiented  in-  the  parable  before  us.  Such  ciC^ 
treme  corruption  in  the  vital  parts  of  the  body- 
politic,  like  a  malignant  difeafc,  which  bad  baflicd 
every  mean  of  cure,  plainly  (hewed  that  their  cafe 
'  was  defperate,  and  their  dilTolution  faft  approach- 

ing. 
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iflg*  Thus  the  prophet  defcribes  their  dbgeneracy 
in  his  time  :  *  The  whole  head  is  fick,  and  the 
*  whole  heart  is  faint;  from  the  crown  of  the  head 
Mo  the  fole  of  the  foot,  there  is  no  foundnefs,  but 
wounds  and  bruifes  and  putrifying  fores 

This  leads  us  to  confider  the  fourth  branch  of 
the  parable,  which  is  the  baie  and  ungenerous 
reception  which  they  gave  to  the  Mefiiah  whetl 
he  appeared  amoi)g  them,  invefted  with  a 
higher  chara&er  than  Mofes  and  all  the  prophets^ 
^ Hecate  in  die  nacne  of  the  Lord  to  fave 
^  them  ;^  and  this  is  rcprefented  as  the  lad  c&>rt 
of  the  divine  wi£dom  and  goodncfs  to  prevent 
their  final  deftrudicm.  ^  Biit,  h&  of  all,  he  fent 
'  unto  them  hi3  Son/  &c.verie37.  Hiscoming  was 
foretold  in  ike  antient  propbefies  many  ages  be- 
fore, and  the  particular  chara&ersexprefsty  point- 
ed oat,  whereby  the  pious  and  upright  might  dif<- 
tinguiih  Um  from  ty&ry  pretender.  A  general 
deliiie  and  expeftatkm  of  anejctraordinary  meflen<- 
ger  from  heaven,  was  alfo  prevalent  among  them^ 
and  had  beene^ccited  by  many  preparatory  events 
of  divine  Providence,  which  feemed  clearly  to  hint, 
that  the  appointed  time  of  his  appeacanQe  was  at 

hand. 


♦  lfaiaLi.6. 
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liand.   And  hence  we  read  that  ^  Simon  waited 

*  for  the  confolaticm  of  Ifiracl  ^ )'  and  that  Anna 
the  propheteis,  who  was  alfo  co-temporary  with 
the  birth  of  our  Saviour,  *  gave  thanks  lifccwife 
^  jnto  the  Lord,  and  fpoke  of  hitn  to  all  that 

*  looked  for  redemption  in  Jerafalcm  f  / 

The  facred  {criptures  inform  us,  that  the  original 
prormife  of  the  Saviour  was  made  to  our  firft  pa- 
rents, immediately  upon  their  faH :  That  it  was 
renewed  afterwards  to  Abraham  in  a  more  expli- 
cit manner,  and  interwoven,  as  it  were,  with  the 
conflitucion  of  the  law  promulgated  from  Mount 
Sinai,  as  the  great  fcope  of  that  typical  difpcnfa- 
tion.  The  fame  promife  was  frequently  repeated 
by  the  mouths  of  the  holy  prophets,  in  fucceeding 
ages,  and  ftill  in  clearer  aud  clearer  terms,  as  the 
time  of  his  appearance  drew  nigh.  At  length,  after 
all  thefe  different  me&ngers,  we  are  here  told,  he 
I  fent  unto  them  his  Son,  or,  as  the  apoftle  exprelTes 
it,  *  When  the  fulnefs  of  time  was  come,  God 

*  fent  forth  his  Son  J that  is,  not  only  at  the  pre- 
cife  time,  marked  out  in  the  antitnt  prophefies,  but 
alfo  at  the  fitted  feafon,  for  anfwcring  the  vari- 
ous purpofes  of  his  manifeftation.   Many  extra- 

ordinary 


•  Luke  ii.  35,      t  Vcrfc  38. ,     J  Gal.  ir.  4* 
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ordinary  circumftances  accompanied  his  birth^  for 
notify  ing  his  arrival ;  and,  that  no  fhadow  of  doubt 
might  remain  as  to  the  truth  of  the  event,  John 
ibeBaptiftwas  raifed  up  to  be  his  forerunner,  and 
commiffioned  to  point  out  the  very  pcrfon  to  the 
inquiring  multitude :    *  Behold  the  lamb  of  God 

<  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world 

Now,  when  the  parable  announces  him  to  be 

<  the  lad'  mcffcnger  of  God  to  the  Jewifli  church, 
it  plainly  implies,  that  he  is  a  perfon  fuperior  in 
dignity  and  authority  to  all  that  went  before  him 
in  that  charaftcr.  This  point  the  apoftle  ijitro^ 
duces  in  the  firft  verfe  of  his  epiftle  to  the  He- 
brews, as  the  fubjeft  to  be  illuftrated,  and  after- 
wards dificuffes  it  at  great  length;  Heb.  t.  i.  2. 
And  he  adds,inafubfcquent  chapter,Ch.iii.  3.5.^. 

<  For  this  man  was  counted  worthy,'  &c. — Nothing 
indeed  fccms  more  congruous  to  the  wifdom  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  nor  more  analogous  to  his 
other  works,  th  in  this  gradual  difcovery  of  his 
will  to  mankind  f .  *'  As  the  productions  ot  nature, 
faidi  an  elegant  author,  advance  by  degrees  to- 
wards their  fjnifhcd  and  compleat  ftate,  fo  the 
lame  principle  fecms  to  have  regulated  the  difpen- 

fations 

•  John  i.  29-  t  Dr  Robertfon's  Scjrmon  before  the 
Society. 
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fadonfi  of  rdigion.  The  light  of  revelation  was 
not  poured  in  upon  mankind  all  at  once,  and 
with  its  full  fplendpr.  The  Almighty  was  pleafed 
to  open  and  unfold  his  fcheme  by  degrees,  as  the 
iituation  of  the  world  made  it  neceffary .  The  apo« 
(lie's  reafoning  in  the  above  cited  pafiages,  feems  to 
proceed  on  this  general  principle,  that,  if  the  good* 
liiefs  of  God  prompted  him  to  reveal  his  will  to 
mankind  in  a  fupematural  manner,  and  if  his  | 
wifdom  judged  it  proper  to  impart  thofe  difcove- 
ties  gradually,  and  at  different  periods,  we  may 
naturally  conclude,  that,  whatever  revelation  he  de^- 
clares  to  be  the  ^  lafl:,'  after  which  they  are  to  eji;- 
ped  no  other,  mufl:  for  that  reafon  be  confidered 
as  *  the  moft  perfeft  and  excellent/  A  being.of 
confummate  wifdom  and  goodnefs  can  never  be  fup- 
pofed  to  change  his  meafures,  but  for  the  better, 
and  in  a  gracious  conformity  to  the  various  cir- 
cumftances  of  mankind,  at  different  period$of  time; 
with  ftill  "greater  reafon  we  may  draw  this  con^ 
cluiion,  when  the  lait  dilpenfation  of  religion.  Is 
promulgated  by  a  meilcnger  of  the  highefl:  rank, 
to  whom  divine  honours  are  due,  not  only  from 
men  but  angels :  *  For  in  him  dwdleth  all  thp 
^  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  who  is  the  head 
<  of  all  .princip^tlity  and  power 

*  Coll*  ii.  9.  10. 
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fiat 5  to  go  on  vrith  the  parable,  as  the  man!- 
fcftatioQ  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  his  pcrfonal  mi- 
nlftry  among  the  Jews,  was  the  laft  effort  of  di- 
vine mercy  to  (ave  them,  fo  the  generous  mailer 
cxpreflcs  his  ardent  dcfire  and  expedation  that 
it  would  prove  effedual  for  that  purpofc  :  That 
even  thofc  wicked  men,  who  had  abufcd  his  for- 
mer meffengcrs,  would  receive  an  ambaflador  of 
fuch  tranfcendent  dignity  with  due  honour  and 
rcfpcd  i  •  Laft  of  all,  he  fcnt  unto  them  his  Soni 

*  faying,  'I'hey  will  reverence  my  Son  He  rca- 
fotiably  fuppofed  that  his  high  rank  and  charader 
would  at  lead  fecure  bis  perfon  againft  violence, 
and  procure  a  favourable  reception  to  his  impor- 

^    tant  mcifage*   But,  how  greatly  he  was  difap- 
pointed,  the  fequcl  of  the  parable  informs  us  : 

*  But,  when  the  hulband  men  faw  the  Son,  they 

*  faid  among  thcmfclves,  this  is  the  heir,  come, 
^  let  lis  kill  hiiQ)  and  let  us  feac  on  his  inheritance. 

*  And  they, caught  him  andcaft  him  out  of  the  vinc- 

*  yard,  and  flew  him  f  /  This  is  almoft  a  literal  de- 
fcription  of  the  unparallelled  injuries  and  indigni- 
ties the  McfEah  received  from  thofe  corrupt  rulers 
of  the  Jcwilh  church,  and  is  verified  throughout  the 

U  gof- 
*  Vcrfe  37»         f  Vcrfe  38. 59, 
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gofpcl  -hiftory*  They  dcfpifed  his  pcrfon,  they  tra^ 
duced  his  cbara£):er;  they  blafphemed  his  dodrine 
and  mitacles  j  and,  at  length,  with  wicked  hands^ 
they  crucified  the  Lord  6f  glory.  Thus  they  ehdea-« 
voured  to  fcize  his  inheritance,  and  wreft  it  fronv 
him;  thatis^to  maintain  the  pofTelfion  of  Mofes'sfeat^ 
and  the  fupreme  government  of  the  church  of  Gody 
even  in  oppofition  to  that  great  legiflator,  fupcrior 
to  Mofcs  and  the  prophets,  to  whom  of  right  it 
belonged.  This  continuation  and  increafe  of 
guilt,  from  generation  to  generation,  is  compared 
to  the  gradual  fiHing  up  of  a  cup,  to  the  very 
brim,  until  it  runneth  over :  *  Fill  ye  up  then  the 
*  meafure  of  your  fathers*.*  It  was  the  laft  afl:  of 
outrage  and  violence  againfl:  the  Son  of  God,, 
which  crowned,  as  it  were,  then:  former  guilt,  and 
brought  down  that  heavy  vengeance  upon  them^ 
that  is  here  denounced,  and  remains  to  be  confi* 
dered. 

This  naturally  introduces  the  lad  branch  of 
the  parable,  which  is  the  fentence  of  condemna-^ 
tion  denounced  againft  thofe  cruel  and  unjuit 
hufbandmen.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  our  Sa- 
viour, having  fairly  dated  the  cafe  before  the 

chief 

*  Ch.  zzili.  3a. 
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diief  pricfts  and  rulers  to  whom  the  parable  was 
addrcffcd,  refers  the  decifion  to  their  own  con- 
fcicnces  to  pronounce.  ^  When  the  Lord,  therc- 

*  fore,  of  the  vineyard  comcth,  what  will  he  do 

*  unto  thofc  huibandmen  ?  They  fay  \into  him, 

*  He  will  mifcrably  deftroy  thpfe  huibandmen, 

*  and  will  let  out  his  vineyard  unto  other  huflband- 

*  men,  which  fliall  rendcr|him  the  fruits  in  their 

*  fcafon  According  to  the  literal  fenfe  of  the 
parable,  it  was  impoffible  to  pronounce  a  more 
juft  and  equitable  fentence ;  and  yet  we  find, 
that  no  fooner  *  they  perceived  that  he  fpakc  of 
^  them  than  they  fought  to  lay  hands  on  him, 
but  were  reftrained  by  the  fear  of  the  people. 
There  is  no  method  of  reproof  that  Ihcws  greater 
ftill  and  addrefs,  nor  which  cuts  with  a  keener 
edge,  than  vehen  bad  men  *  are  unawares  forced, 
in  a  manner,  to  confefs  their  guilt,  and  pafs  fen- 
tence upon  themfelves.  Thus  we  fee  thefe  Jew- 
ifli  priefts,  not  fufpefting,  at  firft,  our  Saviour*8 
defign  in  the  parable,  were  at  no  lofs  to  decree  a 
righteous  judgment  in  the  prefent  cafe  :  But,  no 
fooner  did  he  give  them  to  underftand,  either 
by  dirca  words,  or  fome  fignificant  hints,  that 

they 

♦  Verfe40.4i.  f  yerfe  45,  46* 
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they  were  the  guilty  pcrfons  ddcrlbcd,  than  thofe 
traiifient  conviaions  vanifccd,  and  gave  place  to 
thofe  violent  paiTions  which  inflamed  their  re-: 
ientment  the  Tnorc  againft  him.  This  fentencc 
of  condetpnation,  firft  pronounced  by  th^mfelvcs,, 
was  immediately  ratified  by  our  Saviour.  ^  1  herc- 

♦  fore  I  fay  unto  you,  the  kingdom  (hall  be  taken 
^  from  you,  and*  given  to  a  nation  bringing  forth 
^  the  fruits  thereof  f  /  This  fentcnce  was  carried 
into  execution,  Thefe  undutiful  rulers  of  the 
church  of  God  were  foon  deprived  of  all  their 
power  and  authority ;  a  new  and  more  exteofive 
commiflion  was  given  to  the  apoflles  of  Cbrift, 
to  eftablifh  a  purer  and  more  glorious  church, 
which  fhould  at  length  comprehend  all  nations, 

•  and  reach  from  the  river  unto  the  epds  of  th^ 
^  earth/  Their  pious  labours  being  accompaf 
nied  with  the  power  and  fpirit  of  God,  produced 
the  blefled  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  in  the  greateft 
abundance,  and  formed  from  among  the  Gentiies 
«  a  peculiar  people  unto  him,  zealous  of  go^ 

*  works.*  Hence  tlie  apoftle  Peter  transfers  tt) 
the  worthy  members  of  the  church  of  Chrift, 
thofe  epithets  and  appellatipds  which  formerly 

belonged , 

tVerfe43. 
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belonged  to  the  Jews  i  *  But  ye  are  a  chofim  ge« 
^  neration,  a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people^  that 
<  ye  (houid  fliew  forth  the  pr^tfes  of  him  who 
f  hath  called  you  out  of  darknefii  into  his  niarvel*^ 
<lou«l^ghtf* 

But  the  Jewifh  rulers  being  deprived  of  ail 
power  and  authority  in  the  church  of  God^  and 
that  nation  in  general  (Irif^d  of  their  peculiar 
.privileges,  was  not  the  whole  of  their  punifluntot. 
^  He  deftroyed  them  miferably/  and  inili&ed  the 
mod  dreadful  calamities  upon  them^  fuch  as  had 
no  parallel  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind.  The  fp«* 
dous  pretence  by  which  the  rulers  inflamed  the 
people,  and.  brought  them  into  their  barbarous 
meafures,  was  the  fear  of  the  Romans,  left  the 
increafing  fame  of  Jefus  fhould  provoke  them 

*  to  coine  and  take  away  both  their  place  and 

*  nation,'  as  we  learn  from  John's  gofpel,  ch. 

4.  And  yet  we  find  that,  in  the  courfe  of 
providence,  this  event  was  fo  far  from  being  pre- 
vented, that  it  became  the  very  punifliment  ia- 
fliSed  on  their  guilt*  Thus  the  Almighty  ^  know- 
^  cth  how  to  enfnare  the  crafty  in  their  own  craf- 
^  tinels,  and  to  ^ing  their  cunning  devices  to 

^  nought.*  * 

^\  1  Pet.  ii.  9. 
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<  nought.^  By  taking  away  the  life  of  Jcfus, 
they  thought  to  put  an  effedual  period  to  his  in<r 
fluence  and  reputation,  and  even  to  <  render  his 
name  in&mous  among  men.  This  very  circumi- 
ftance,  however,  as  an  effential  part  of  the  divine 
plan  of  redemption,  contributed  to  his  glory 
and  advancement.  *  Being  found  in  fafliion  like 
^  a  man,  he  humbled  himfelf,  and  became  obe- 

*  dient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs. 
^  Wherefore  God  alfo  hath  highly  exalted  him, 
^  and  given  hini  a  name  which  i$  above  every 

*  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee 

*  fliould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven  and  things  in 

*  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth ;  and  that  e- 

*  very  tongue  ftiould  confcfs  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 

*  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father*.^  And", 
fays  our  Saviour  himfelf,  ^  Ought  not  Chrift  to 

*  have  fuftered  thefc  things,  and  to  enter  into 

*  his  glory  f?'  He  concludes  the  parable,  as 
pointing  out  the  true  intent  of  it,  by  citing  the 
prcdiftion  of  the  Pfalmift  in  the  czviii.  Pfalm. 

*  Jefus  faith  unto  them.  Did  ye  never  read  in  the 

*  fcriptures,  the  ftone  which  the  builders  re- 
^  je&ed,  the  £ime  is  become  the  head  of  the  cor-« 

*ncr? 

•  Phil.  ii.  S.  9.  10.  11;         t  Luke  xxiv.  26. 
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*  flier  ?    This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  mat* 

*  vellous  in  our  eyes.    Therefore  I  fay  unto  you, 

*  the  kingdom  of  God  ihall  be  taken  from  you, 

*  and  given  to  a  nation  bringing  forth  the  fruits 

*  thereof/  To  conclude  :  We  may  obferve,  that 
this  fevere,  but  juft  fcntencc  of  condemnation 
here  pronounced  againft  thofe  wicked  rulers,  and 
not  long  afterwards  carried  into  execution,  ex- 
tended alfo  to  the  people  who  were  corrupted  by 
their  dodrine  and  example.  This  is  agreeable 
to  the  order  of  nature,  as  well  as  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  divine  Providence.  That,  as  wife  and 
righteous  rulers  are  the  greateft  inftruments  of 
public  happinefe,  and  the  people  under  their  in- 
fpeftion  participate  in  the  falutary  cffcfts  of  their 
good  adminiftration  j  on  the  contrary,  the  crimi- 
nal meafures  purfued  by  corrupt  leaders  cannot 
fail,  fooner  or  later,  to  involve  the  fociety  in  pu- 
Hie  calamities.    *  Righteoufoefs  exalteth  a  na- 

*  tiou  V  &c.   And  again, «  When  the  righteous 

*  arc  in  authority,  the  people  f &c. 
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t^ARABLE  Of  ThkBAKREN^IG 

TlIS  parable  hath  the  fame  objcft  with  fede- 
ral of  the  former  already  diicuflCed,  lumely^ 
tp  point  out  the  e^^treme  corruption  of  the  Jew* 
i0Y  church  and  nation  under  the  mod  diitinguHh* 
ed  advantages  for  religious  improvement.  It  al** 
f9  cqntains  an  explicit  predi£)!ioo  of  that  dreadful 
46ftru&ion,  which  was  fooa  to  overtake  thcrOy 
ia  jufl  puuifhment  of  their  guilt*  AH  this  is  fet 
forth  by  a  fimilitude  fo  natural  and  obvious, 
dothed  with  circumftances  fo  ftriking  and  ana<* 
lagous,  as  to  be  an  almoft  literal  delbripdon  of 
the  cafe  intended.  As  this  is  the  laft  parahLc 
which  our  Saviour  addreiled  to  the  Jews  on  this 
fubjeft,  he  plainly  tells  them,  that  he  had  the  fate 
of  their  city  anil  temple  direflily  in  view :  ^  Except 
*  ye  repent/  fays  he,  *  ye  fliall  all  likewife  perifh.' 

The 


*.Lukc  xlii.  6— io« 
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the  particular  bccalion  of  this  parable  wc  Icarh 
from  the  firft  verfe }  that  it  was  owing  to  fome 
of  his  hearers  having  acquainted  him  of  a  very 
truci  and  tyrannical  a£t  of  Pilate  the  Roman 
governor,  in  putting  to  death  fome  perfonsof.da- 
lilce  who  had  come  up  to  Jerufalem  in  order  toattend 
on  fome  of  the  public  feftivals  of  their  religion. 
While  they  were  wotlhipping  in  the  temple,  Pilate 
ordered  them  to  be  flain,  and  cruelly  mingled 
thcilr  blood  with  their  facrifices  j  thereby  violating 
the  fanfkity  of  that  holy  place,  and  indulging  a 
brutal  fpirit  of  revenge.  As  we  have  no  other 
account  of  the  matter  than  what  we  $nd  in  this 
paffage,  it  is  impblTible  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of 
fuch  as  may  wifti  to  be  informed  of  the  charaders 
of  thcfe  unfortunate  fuffcrers^  or  the  crimes  al- 
ledged  againft  thcm^as  the  rcafon  or  pretence  of 
fo  (hocking  an  a£k  of  barbarity.  We  fliail  only 
.obfcrve,  theit,  from  the  general  charafter  and  dif* 
pofition  ot  Pilate,  a,s  reprcfentcd  by  the  Roman  hi* 
ilonans,  we  may  fufpeft  that  it  was  a  piece  of  wanton 
cruelty  and  oppreffion  on  his  part,  occafioned  by 
fome  trivial  offence,  or  that  it  proceeded  from 
mere jealoufy  and  groundlcfs  apprchenfioni  This 
is  the  more  probable^'  as,  in  his  manner  of  proce- 
tlure^  he  flicwcd  not  more  reiped:  to  the  torms  of 
X  law 
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law  and  jufticc,  than  to  the  diftatcs  of  humanity  or 
the  precepts  of  religion.  It  is  conjefturcd  by 
fome,  that,  as  thefc  Galileans  were  the  fubjcfts  of 
Herod's  jurifdidion,  this  barbarous  outrage  com- 
mitted by  Pilate  on  this  occafion,  was  probably  the 
reafon  of  that  difcord  between  thefc  two  gover* 
.nors,  of  which  this  evangelift  gives  a  hint  elfc- 
where.  With  what  defign  this  was  mentioned  to 
our  Saviour,  v/e  are  not  told  ;  whether  merely 
from  a  palEon  fo  prevalent  among  mankind  of 
relating  difagreeablc  occurrences,  or,  as  is  more 
probable^  from  a  difpofition  not  lefe  common,  and 
more  criminal,  of  paffing  a  rafli  and  uncharitable 
judgjneiit  on  the  calamities  of  their  neighbours  j 
efpecially  if  thefc  calamities  arc  accompanied  with 
fmgular  and  extraordinary  circumftanccs,  and 
if  the  pcrfons  are  unhappily  the  objcds  of 
difguft  or  hatred,  or  even  of  the  moft  unrcafon- 
able  prejudices.  Our  Saviour,  in  order  to  give  a 
check  to  fuch  a  cenforious  and  malevolent  fpirit, 
puts  his  hearers  in  mind  of  another  tragical  event, 
which,  not  long  before,  had,  by  an  immediate  ad): 
of  providence,  befallen  fome  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens in  Jcrufalem.  *  Jefus  anfwering,  faid  unto 

*  them,  Suppofe  yc  that  thefc  Galileans  were  fin- 

♦  ners  above  all  the  Galileans,  becaufe  they  fuf- 

«  fcrcd 
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'  fercd  fuch  things  ?   Or  thofe  eighteen  perfons 

*  upon  vhom  the  tower  of  Siloam  fell  and  flew 

*  them,  think  ye  that  they  were  tinners  above  all 

*  men  that  dwelt  at  Jerufalcm  ?  1  tell  you,  nay  : 

*  But,  except  ye  repent,  ye  fliall  likcwife  perilh 
Nothing  more  proper  or  better  adapted  to  his 
prefent  argument  could  have  been  fuggelled  than 
this  anfwer  of  our  Saviour.    FirR,  thefe  fufFer- 
ers  by  the  tower  of  Siloam  were  inhabitants  oi  the 
metropolis,  and  hot  of  a  diftant  provmce,  fuch  as 
Galilee*    A$  the  Jews,  in  general,  valued  them- 
fdves  above  the  reft  of  mankind,  fo  the  citizens 
of  Jerufalcm,  it  appears,  confidcrcd  themfclves  as 
fupcrior  in  rank  and  dignity  to  their  brethren  in  ^ 
the  remoter  parts  of  the  country.    Befidcs,  they 
fcem  to  have  conceived  a  particular  prejudice  a* 
gainft  the  Galileans,  on  account,  perhaps,  of  their 
bordering  on  the  country  of  the  Samaritans,  their 
old  and  inveterate  enemies }  looking  on  them  as.. 
mfeaed,  in  fome  degree,  with  their  fchifmatical. 
principles  j  or,  at  leaft,  not  fo  well  affefted  to  the 
civil  and  religious  conftitution  of  their  native 
country.    Hence  we  find  our  Saviour  was  called 
a  Galilean,  by  way  of  jeproach.    ^  Shall  Chrilt 

^  conic 


^  V«rf c  2,  3. 4«  jm. 


f  come  out  of  Galilee  ?  Out  of  Galilee  arifcth  nq 
*  prophet  This  inftance  of  the  eighteen  pcr- 
fpns  who  met  with  fo  untimely  a  fate,  here  ad- 
duced by  our  Savipur,  was  therefore  highly  pro- 
per to  convince  his  hearers  of  the  folly  and  abfur« 
dityof  prepoffcffions,  either  in  favour  of  ourfelycs, 
or  to  the  prejudice  of  others,  founded  on  circum-: 
fiances  fo  cafual,  as  the  place  of  our  nativity  or 
abode,  which  entirely  depend  on  the  providence 
of  that  fupreme  Ruler  who  hath  appointed  the 
times  and  feafons,  and  determined  the  bounds  of 
our  habitations  j-. 

We 

f  John.  vii.  41.  52. 

■J-  There  is  nothing  more  common,  how  nnrc^pnabl<» 
foeyer  it  appears,  than  for  people  to  value  thcmfclves  and 
depreciate  others,  on  account  of  fuph  cafual  circuoaftances 
as  have  been  mentioned  above.  The  inhabitants  of  a  me- 
tropolis, the  feat  of  government,  and  the  centre  of  com- 
merce^ have,  in  all  civilized  ages  and  countries,  been  apt 
to  entertain  fome  fantaftical  notion^  of  their  own  impor- 
tance and  fuperiority  above  the  rpft  of  their  countrymen. 
The  religious  fyftem  of  the  Jews  had  a  tendency  to  rivet 
this  prejudice  ftill  deeper  in  their  minds.  Jerufalem  was 
not  only  the  feat  of  their  civil,  but  of  their  eccknaftical 
jurifdidlon.   Here  ftood  their  temple^  with  the  whole  ap- 

paratus 


(  ) 


We  may  add,  that  the  tragics^l  death  of  thofe 
eighteen  perfons  who  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
the  tower  of  Siloam,  carried  more  ftr'king  niark«. 
of  divine  vengeance  than  the  murder  of  the  Ga- 
lileans 

psiratus  of  their  Fprfliip.  ..In  that. holy  place  where  th^ 
divine  Shechinah  once  rcfided,  ^he  pripcip^l  fervices  of 
their  religion,  and  the  facred  fundtions  of  the  high  prieft, 
could  only  be  performed;  fo  that  the  people  from  the  re- 
fliptcft  parts  of  the  country  were  obliged  to  refort  thither, 
in  order  to  celebrate  their  fplemn  feftivals :  Hence,  Jeru- 
falem  was  dignified  with  the  name  of  <  Th«Holy  City/ 
And  even  the  hill  on  which  the  temple  was  built  was  calli 
cd  «  The  holy  hill  of  Zion.'  In  allufion  to  this,  the  Pfal- 
roift,  defcribing  the  fuperior  advantages  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Jerafalem  above  their  brethren  in  diftant  places,  fays, 
«  Blejjed  are  they  that  dwell  in  thy  houfe,  they  will  be 
<  ftill  praifing  thee  * that  is,  they  are  happy,  who,  in 
rcfpeft  of  their  local  fituation,  have  daily  opportunities  of 
worfliipping  pdd.  Thus,  it  is  faid  of  Anna  the  prophetefs, 

*  That  ihe  departed  not  from  the  ten^ple»  hut  ferved  God 

*  with  failings  and  prayers,  night  and  day  f And  the 
feme  evangeliil  fays  of  the  apoftles,  after  having  witnef- 
kd  their  Lord's  afcenfion,  *  That  they  returned  to  jerufa- 
?lcm,  and  were  continually  in  the  temple,  praifing  and 
f  bleffing  Godp  .  . 

*  Pfal.  Ixxxiv,  4.  f 
Ij.  Luke  axir.  53.  53. 
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means  by  Pilate^  becaufe  it  was  owing  to  an  Tm- 
iaediat€  ad  of  providence.  If,  therefore,  it  would 
juftly  be  reckoned  barih  and  prcfumptuous  to  a* 
fcribe  the  fate  of  the  former  to  the  wrath  of  Hea- 
ven, on  account  of  fome  atrocious  guilt ;  wjth 
much  lefs  reafon  could  fo  feverc  a  ccnfurc  be  paf- 
fed  in  the  cafe  of  the  latter.  Our  Saviour  rejcfts 
the  uncharitable  conftruftion  in  either  inftancc,^ 
with  an  indignation  highly  becoming  his  wifdom 
and  candour :  *  I  tell  you,  nay  }  but,  except  ye 

<  repent,  ye  fh^  ilfikewife  periih/  In  which  words,, 
he  fcems  to  give  a  very  plain  hint  or  predidion 
of  tHat  total  dcftruftion  of  their  city  and  temple, 
and  the  diflblution  of  their  government  by  the 
Roman  arms,  which  was  foon  to  take  place,  even 

<  before  that  generation  Ihould  pafs  away  V  ^ 
he  te^s  tbem  el&where  f  • 

Our 

^  Mattfa.  zziy.  54* 

f  In  illuftration  and  proof  of  this  conjedurct  we  may 
obfervcy  that  though,  in  our  tranflation,  the  word  ZrMti^ 
U  ufed  both  in  the  third  and  fifth  verfes,  yet  the  words  in 
the  original  are  different,  and  feem  intended,  to  cp&Teya. 
different  meaning.  In  the  third  verfe  it  is  «r«vr«^,  tojfm 
imd0,  that  is*  m  the  lame  manner  with  the  Galileans;  as 

if 
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Our  Saviour,  by  this  repeated  declaration,  evi- 
dently intends  to  divert  their  attention  from  the 
cafe  of  the  unfortunate,  Galikans  to  themfelres, 

not 

if  our  Saviour  intended  to  let  them  know,  %hsA  the  de* 
(Irudtion  hanging  over  their  heads  was  to  proceed  from 
the  fame  quarter,  namely  from  the  Roaians;  and  that  the 
cruel  maflkcre  of  thefe  Galileans  by  Pilate,  fhould  only  be 
a  fort  of  prelude  to  the  general  deftrudton  of  the  people 
by  Vcfpafian's  army.  This  conjedure  does  not  reft  on 
this  pafage  alone#  but  is  fupported  by  the  predi<Siire  hints 
which  Jefus.  thought  proper  to  give  on  other  occafioni. 
Thus,  he  concludes,  a  long  difcourfe  on  the  fame  fubjedi 
with  faying  '  Wherefoever  the  carcafe  is,  there  the  eagles 
'  will  be  gathered  together  V  In  which  words  he  com- 
pares the  Jewifh  date  to  a  dead  <rarcafe,  caft  out  into  the 
open  fields  ready  to  be  devoured  by  eagles  and  other  birds 
of  prey;  where  there  appears  to  be  an  evident  allufion  to 
the  miiiury  enfigns  of  the  Roman  army,  as  the  deftlned 
inftrnment  of  their  deftru^ion.  And^  as  the  Galileans 
Were  maffacred  hy  Pilate,  when  employed  in  ads  of  wor«- 
Ihip  and  offering  fajcrifice  in  the  tenpple ;  fo  the  expreffioft 
may  further  intimate,  that  the  city  (hould  be  taken  and 
dcftroycd  when  the  inhabitants,  and  their  brethren  from 
moft  diftant  places,  were  affeipbled  together,  in  order 
to  celebrate  the  paffover,  the  greatafft  feftival.of  thtir  re- 
ligion^ 


•  Macth,  xxiv.  28. 


(    ids  ) 


htft  only  as  a  proper  caution  againft  mdal^hi^ 
this  uncharitable  difpofition,  but  as  a  powerful 
argument  to  repentance,  whtch  alone  could  aven 

the 

iigion;  a  circamftance  ^hfcli  rendered  the  havdck  more 
general  and  eztenfiFe.  Ail  this  is  coufirmed  by  the  tefti- 
inony  of  Jofephiis,  their  own  hiftorian,  -whofe  account  of 
the  war,  which  ended  fo  fatally  for  that  nnhappy  peopltf 
agrees  exadly  i;^ith  thofe  predidlions  in  eVery  chxuns* 
ftancew 

When,  on  the  other  hand,  our  Saviour  repeats  the  fame 
reflexion  in  the  fifth  verfe,  the  word  he  makes  nfe  of 
ifMtiff,  ftmiliteri  that  is,  in  like  manner  ;  by  which  etpref- 
fion  he  feems  to  intimate,  that  the  deftruS^ion  coming  u^- 
on  them  wouFd  be  attended  with  naany  Jtmilar^  btrt,  at  th'e 
fame  timfe,  more  Ariking  indications  of  the  imm^d?ate 
hand  ofOod  concerned  therein,  than  in  the  cafe  6f  thofe 
eighteen  unfortunate  perfons  who  were  intolved  in  the 
ruins  of  the  tower  of  SilOam.  Their  untimely  death  was 
brought  about  by  an:  a&  of  providence,  being  occafioned 
either  by  the  gradual  and  unperceived  decay  of  the  tower 
hfelf,  which  Would  naturally  iiTue  at  laft  inr  a  fudden  dif- 
folution»  or,  perhaps,  by  the  fhock  of  an  earthquake,* 
which  inftantaneoufly  overthrew  it  to  the  ground.  The 
deftru^ion  of  the  city  and  temple.  We  are  informed,  wa» 
accompanred  with  many  like  figns  of  divine  vengeance 
purfuing  that  infatuated  people.  The  many  awful  and 
alarming  premonitions  from  heaven,  foretold  by  our  Sa- 

"^ibur/ 
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thie  dcftruSion  here  threatened  again  (I  them.  Ht 
hints,  not  obfcurely,  that  *  the  Romans  would 
«  come  and  take  away  both  their  place  and  na- 

« tion/ 

viour,  and  enumerated  by  the  fore-mentioned  kiftorian^ 
who  was  an  eye  witnefs  of  their  miferies  ;  the  amazing  in- 
fatuation which  didraded  their  councils,  and  prevented 
ihcm  from  taking  any  proper  meafures  of  defence;  the  fa- 
ul  rage  of  fedition  within  the  city,  while  the  enemy  was 
at  the  very  gates  ;  the  enthufiaftic  fury  with  which  they 
maffacred  one  another,  as  if  infpired  on  purpofe  to  be 
their  own  executioners;  the  devouring  conflagrations 
which  every  day  were  kindled,  by  unknown  perfons,  or,  as 
many  thought,  by  fire  from  heaven  itfelf,  and  which  con- 
fumed  ev^ry  thing  the  famine  and  peftilence  had  left; 
their  perfeYcring  obftinacy,  in  rejecting  all  terms  of  accom- 
modation, though  daily  offered,  when  even  death  and  de- 
ftruftion  were  immediately  before  their  eyes,  and  no  hope 
of  deliverance  remained ;  their  inflaming  the  refentment 
of  thebefiefgers,  by  the  moft  infolent  and  abu five  Ian- 
guage,  diaated  by  madnefs  itfelf;  and,  laft  of  all,  the 
burning  of  the  temple,  by  the  unaccountable  phrenzy  of 
common  foldier,  after  the  city  was  taken,  and  notwith- 
iUnding  the  ftriaeft  orders  of  the  Roman  general  to  pre-: 
fcryc  It  untouched,  as  if  afiuated  by  a  divine  impulfe  to 
repute  the  irreverfible  decree  of  heaven  for  its  deftruaiop.} 
all  thcfc,  an4  many  other  circumftances,  were  the  ftrong-, 

eft 

y  , 
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•  tion/  as  it  is  clfc where  expreffed  j  and,  in  like 
manner  '  mingle  their  blood  with  their  facrifices.^ 
Ihis  fenfe  afExed  to  bur  Saviour's  words,  feetns 
to*  be  the  proper  key  to  the  parajble,  and  fets  it  in 
a  new  and  ftriking  point  of  light.  He  compares 
their  lituation  to  that  of  a  fig  tree,  which  conti- 
nued barren  under  the  greateft  advantages ;  and, 
after  feveral  reprives,  was  cut  down  at  length  and 
caft  into  the  fire,  as  being  fit  for  no  other  purpofc. 
But,  as  the  fimilitude  here  ufed  by  our  Saviour  is» 
in  many  refpeds,  conformable  to  fomc  of  the  pa- 
rables already  confidcrcd,  it  is  unncceffary  to  in- 

fift 

eft'  indications  of  divine  vengeance  purfning  that  deluded 
people,  even  fuch  as  cannot  be  parallelled  in  any  other 
hiftory;  and,  at  the  ifamc  time,  are  the  mod  undoubted- 
proofs  of  the  fall  accomplifliment  of  our  Saviour's  pre- 
didlions  concerning  it*  In  fine,  if  ever  any  nation  was 
forfaken  of  God,  and  caft  out  of  his  protedlion  as  a  peo- 
ple ripe  for  deftrud'on,  it  was  in  the  cafe  before  us;  ia 
fo  much  that  the  hiftorian  already  cited,  afcribes  thofe 
unheard  of  calamities  which  befel  them  to  no  other  caufc 
than  the  immediate  wrath  of  an  avenging  God.  Well^ 
therefore,  might  the  Jewifh  ftate,  at  the  period  referred 
to  in  the  parabte,  be  compared  to  a  tottering  fabric,  de- 
cayed by  time,  or  Hiaken  by  an  earthquake,  ready  everj 
moment  to  be  hurried  into  deftrudion^  with  all  its  inhar 
bitants^ 


(   rji  ) 


fill  on  thofc  points  of  refemblance  in  which  they 
agree,  but  on  fuch  only  as  are  peculiar  to. this  pa- 
rable, and  fcrve  to  illuftrate  and  enforce  the  mo- 
ral inftrudion  which  is  dcfigned^ 

the  Jirjl  thing  fet  forth  in  the  parable  is  tlic 
favourable  fituation  and  fmgular  advantages  en- 
joyed by  the  fig  tree  for  becoming  fruit fuL 
It  was  planted  in  a  vineyard,  well  defended, 
and  committed  to  the  care  of  a  perfon  of  fuffi- 
cicnt  ikill  and  diligence  to  do  every  thing  that 
might  promote  its  fertility.    By  this  natural  and 
familiar  fimilitude,  the  fuperior  privileges  of  the 
Jews  for  religious  and  moral  improvement  are 
ftrongly  expreffed.    While  the  Heathen  nations 
might,  in  refped  of  their  fituatioii,  be  compared 
to  thofe  fig  trees,  w^hich,in  Afiatic  countries,  fre- 
quently grow  by  the  fide  of  the  high-way,  with- 
out care  or  culture,  unprotefted  from  the  incle- 
mency of  weather  and  other  accidental  injuries  : 
The  Jews,  on  the  contrary,  are  reprefent^d  by  a 
fig  tree  planted  at  firft,  and  gradually  reared  by 
the  hand  of  the  Almighty,  within  the  facred  in- 
clofure  of  his  own  vineyard  ;  a  fituation,  ia  every 
rcfpcft,  moft  favourable  for  producing  the  befl: 
fruits,  and^in  the  greateft  abundance.  *  He  bath 
^  not  dealt  fo/  fays  the  Pfalmift, « with  any  nation ; 


1 
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*  and  as  for  his  judgments,  they  have  not  known 

*  thcm*.*  The  great  advantages  of  a  ftanding 
,  revelation,  which  that  highly  favoured  people  en- 
joyed, together  with  the  awful  admonitions  of  the 
divine  prophets,  fcnt  to  them  from  time  to  time, 
have  been  already  infilled  on  \r\  fome  of  the  for- 
mer difcourfes.  But,  while  the  light  of  divine 
truth  thus  fhone  with  cortfiderable  luftre  among 
the  Jews,  the  Gentiles  were  left  to  grope  their 
way,  as  it  were,  in  the  dark,  if,  *  haply  they,'  as 
the  apoftle  cxpreffes  It,  *  might  feel  after  God, 

*  anc^  find  him      without  any  other  guide  than 
the  glimmering  taper  of  human  reafon. 

2,  The  next  thing  reprcfentcd  in  the  parable, 
is  the  rcafonable  expeftation  entertained  by  the 
proprietor  of  the  vineyard  concernitig  this  fig  tree, 
and  the  dtfappointment  of  his  hopes  :  *  He  came 

*  and  fought  fruit  thereon  |/  This  plainly  points 
eut  the  ardent  concern  of  God  for  the  true  wel- 
fare of  his-  chofcn  people,  and  that  their  religious 
and  riibral  improvement  was  the  great  objeft  of 
all  the  difpenfations  of  his  grace  and  providence 
towards  them ;  *yet,  in  thofc  precious  fruits  of 
wifdom  and  righteoufnefs,  they  were  greatly  dcfi-  . 

cient  J 

*  Pfah  cxlvii,  20.       f  Aasxvii.  21.       J  Ycrfe  6. 
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cientj  for,  it  is  added,        fouild  noncj*  that 
is,  none  in  proportion  to  what  he  dcfircd,  and  had. 
rcafon  to  cxpcft,  from  the  advantages  which  thqr 
fo  long  had  enjoyed.    Often,  indeed,  on  particu- 
lar pccaGons,  they  made  an  oftentatious  flicw  of 
zeal  for  the  honour  of  God  and  the  intercfts  of 
religion,  but  -without  any  pious  fentiments  and 
difpofitions  in  their  minds :  Thus,  the  barren  fig 
tree  is  defcribed  as  only  producing  leaves  and  blot 
foms  without  fruit,  and  is,  on  that  account,  exe- 
crated  by  our  Saviour  as  an  emblematical  reprc 
fcntation  of  the  chamber  of  that  dqgenerate  peo- 
ple, and  a  typical  prediftion  of  their  approaching 
fete.  They  boafted  of  their  temple  and  high* 
pried:,  with  all  their  pompous  apparatus  of  wot« 
Ihip,  originally  of  divine  inftitution  j  they  were 
fo  much  intoxicated  with  religious  pride  on  thefe 
accounts,  and  filled  with  a  fupercilious  contempt 
of  the  reft  of  mankind,  as  could  not  fail  to  excite^ 
a  reciprocal  enmity  and  diiguit  in  others*  By. 
fuchbad  qualities  was  their  national  charader. 

ftrongl^y  marked,  as  is  evident  from  (acred  fcrip. 

turc,  which  is  chiefly  a  hiftory  of  God's  fingular 

favour  to  them^  and  of  their  ingratitude  to  God. 
Agreeably  to  this  account,  the  proprietor  of 

the  vineyard  is  introduced  in  the  parable  as  ig.- 

gravating. 
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gravating  his  complaint  aga'inft  the  barren  fig 
tree,  from  two  confi  crations. 

I.  That  he  had  not  been  too  hafly  or  fanguinc 
in  his  expeftations,  but  had  wa.ted  even  beyond 
the  full  time  of  producing  fruit.  He  came  three 
years  fuccefEvely,  ftill  malcing  further  trials,  and 
not,  difcouraged  by  repeated  difappointmcnts. 
Some  underftand  thcfe  three  years  as  referring  to 
three  remarkable  seras  in  the  ccclefiaftical  hiftory 
of  the  Jews :  The  firft,  under  th^  adminiftration 
of  Mofes,  Jofhua,  and  the  Judges,  till  the  eftablifli- 
inent  of  the  monarchy  under  Saul,  which  put  an 
end  to  the  theocracy  ftriftly  fo  called.    The  fe- 
cond,  from  the  acceffion  of  Saul  to  that  period 
when  the  *  fceptre  departed  from  fudah/  inclu- 
ding the  occafional  appearances  of  the  prophets, 
who  were  fent  as  extraordinary  mcficngers  under 
different  kings.    The  laft  is  the  *  age  of  the 
^  Meffiah',  and  the  miniftry  of  his  apoftles,  until  the 
dcftruftion  of  the  city  and  temple  by  the  Roman 
army,  and  the  entire  abolition  of  their  ccclefiafti- 
cal hierarchy.   Now,  the  firft  and  fecond  of  thefe 
aras  were  concludcd,and  the  third  was  begun,  when 
our  Saviour  fpake  this  parable  j  and  hence  the 
time  of  Chrift's  perfonal  miniftry,  and  the  efta- 
blifhraent  of  the  gofpel-church,  is  termed  <  the  laft 

*  age. 
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•  age/  and  *  the  laft  days/  by  the  New  Tcftament 
writers.  In  the  paraWc  before  us,  we  are  inftruft- 
cdjthat,  under  thefe  feveral  periods,  the  Almigh- 
ty kept  the  faoie  objcd  always  in  view,  and  car- 
ried on  his  plan  of  iuiprovcmcnt  in  a  gradual  and 
progrcffive  manner :  That,  when  one  method  fail- 
ed, he  tried  another,  wifely  accommodating  his 
difpenfations  to  the  particular  circumftances  of  dif- 
ferent times  and  fcafons.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore, 
that  he  puniflied  them  in  fo  examplary  a  manner, 
atlaft,  in  proportion  to  their  folly  and  ungrati- 
tudc,  as  afterwards  reprefented  ;  for  the  longer 
punifliment  is  delayed,  it  is  ufually  inflifted  with 
the  greater  fe verity.' 

2.  Another  ground  of  complaint  againft  this 
barren  fig  tree  is,  that,  under  fo  many  advantages 
for  being  fruitful,  it  was  not  only  ftili  unprofitable 
to  the  owner,  but  hurtful  to  the  growth  and  pro- 
fpcrity  of  the  other  trees  around  it:«  It  cumbered 
the  ground it  prevented  the  refl  from  deriving 
that  vital  nourifliment  from  the  foil  which  would 
have  contributed  to  their  fertility.  To  apply  this  cir- 
cumftance,  without  ftraining  the  allufion,  we  may 
obfervc,  that,had  the  Jewifli  nation  afted  fuitably  to 
the  diftinguiflied  privileges  which  for'fo  many  ages 
they  enjoyed,  they  might  have  contributed  great- 
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fyio  fhc  reformadoa  ifii  impraircmeibt  of  tiff& 
heathen,  world,  by  diffufing  the  knowledge  of  the 
tme  Ood  more  effe^taally  than  they  didi  If 
they  hfui  '\Qi\ntA  a  ftrift  obedience  to  the  moral 
.  laW)  ^\i\ch  U  binding  on  all  mankind,  to  their 
pnnSUious  obfervance  of  the  ceremonial  part 
of  their  religion  j  if  they  had  recommended  their 
srorfhip  by  the  pradice  of  uoivcrfal  righteoufnefs, 
they  would  have  fliined,  indeed,  *  as  a  light  in  a 
<  dark  place.'  But  the  fupercilious  pride  and  con* 
tempt  qf  ptl^er  nations,  already  taken  notice  of, 
which  on  all 'Occafions  they  difcovcred;  produced^ 
as  might  be  naturally  ei^pcded,  a  general  pjreja- 
dice  againfl-  their  religion,  as  well  as  themfelves, 
(ince  the  reft  of  mankind  formed  their  opiniorf  of 
it  from  the  per^f<frfc  temper  and  behaviour  of  it^ 
votaries,  withoilt  any  further  knowledge  or  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  matter.  This  appears  ftrongly  frooi 
the  writiogsrof  the  heathen  authors,  who  never 
mention  them,  except  in  terms  that  exprefs  the 
greateft  averfion,  as  profefled  enemies  of  the  hu, 
man  race.  Hence  the  firit  Chriftians  fufFcred 
perfecution,  both  at  Rome  and  other  places^a^ 
they  were  confounded  with  the  Jews,  fmd  r^ck^i:!^ 
ed  only  a  different  fedl  of  the  Jewifli  religion^ 
The  jewifli  ftate,  efpccially  in  the  latter  period  of 

it. 
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it,  to  which  the  parable  has  an  obvious  reference, 
is  juftly  compared  to  a  tree  that  cumbered  the 
ground,  and  which  was  on  that  account  neccffary 
to  be  taken  away,  in  order  to  the  cftaWifliment 
of  the  Chriftian  church,  for  the  reformation  of 
mankind.    This  leads  us  to  confuler, 

3.  The  fentence  of  condemnation  pafled  a- 
gainft  the  barren  fig  tree  :     <  Cut  it  down  ;  why 

*  cumbcreth  it  the  ground  ^  V  This  peremptory 
order  is  immediately  dire£ted  to  the  drefftr  of 
the  vineyard  ta  be  pVit  in  execution  ^  that  is,  as 
the  figure  muft  fignify,  to  the  Son  ot  God,  *  For 
^  the  Father  judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  commii- 
^  ted  all  judgment  unto  theSon,  becaufc  he  is  the 

*  Son  of  man  f It  evidently  implies  the  dcftruc- 
tion  of  the  Jews,  as  a  church  and  kingdom  ;  the 
dcfolation  of  their  city  and  temple  j  the  abolition 
of  their  ccclefiaftical  hierarchy,  together  with 
thofe  numerous  anci  dreadful  calamities  which  ac- 
companied, or  were  confequcnt  upon  it,  already 
taken  notice  of.  Now,  that  all  this  mifcry  bcffi 
them,  as  a  punijfhmcnt^for  rejeiS-ing  tlie  iVicfliah, 
and  *  crucifying  th«  Lord  of  glory,*  is  evident 
frpm  the  moft  exprefs  declarations  of  our  Saviour 

Z  -  « and 
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and  his  apolllesp  Hence,  the  deftruftion  ot  the  Jcwr 
ifli  nation  is  ulually  called  ^  the  firft  coming/  or 
appearance  of  Chrift  as  *  a  judge',  to  punifh  thefc 
firft  ppppfers  of  his  kingdom  j  as  diftinguifhed 
from  his  *  fecond  coming,'  at  the  day  of  general 
judgment,  when  he  will  take  a  full  and  final  ven- 
geance on  all  his  enemies  without  exception. 
Thus,  after  giving  a  very  particular  and  ftriking 
.  defcription  of  that  tremendous  deftru£tion  which 
was  foon  to  overtake  the  Jewifli  nation,  he  adds, 
f  Then  lhall  ye  fee  the  Son  of  map  coming  in  the 
*  clouds,  with  power  and  great  glory  Here 
we  may  pbfcrvc  that,  in  the  prophetic  ftilc,  he 
.  makes  an  evident  tranfitipn  from  the  one  to  the 
other,  as  two  fimilar  and  conne£ted  events.  .This 
obfervation  throws  a  neink  light  on  feveral  places  \n 
the  gofpels  and  epiftles,  the  meaning  qf  whic|i, 
without  attending  to  this  diftinftion,  is  neither  fo 
obvious  nor  Agnificant.  We  fliall  conclude  this 
point,  witix  taking  notice,  that  our  Saviour,  in  this 
prcdiaive  parable  before  us,  feems  to  have  in  his 
cyft  the  beautiful  defcription  of  the  taking  and 
burning  of  the  city  and  temple  by  Nebuchad- 
nezzar King  of  Bab)  Ion  in  the  8oth  Pfalm.  After 

giving 

•  Luke  xxi.  17. 
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giving  a  llriking  view  of  their  former  grandeur 
and  profperity,  under  the  fimilitud<i  of  a  vine 
brought  out  of  Egypt,  and  tranfplantcd  into  the 
land  of  Canaan,  where  it  took  deep  root,  and 
flouriflied  for  many  years,  ilndcr  the  protedion  of 
iicavcn,  the  Pfalmift  cOntrafts  it  beautifully  with 
iheir  prcfctit  calamitous  condition.  «  The  vineyard 
'which  thy  right  hand  hath  planted,  arid  the 
^branch  that  thou  madcft  ftrong  fot  thyfclf,  it 

*  is  burnt  with  fire,  it  is  cut  down ;  they  perilh  at 

*  the  rebuke  ot  thy  countenance 

4-  The  keeper  of  the  vineyard  is  with  great 
propriety  introduced  in  the  parable,  interceding 
tarncftly  for  a  further  rcfpite  and  trial  to  the  bar- 
ren fig  tree,  and  enforcing  his  plea  from  feveral 
t^cighty  confldcrations  :    *  Lord,  let  it  alone  this 

*  ycaV  alfo/  He  follicits  not  an  abfolute  excmp- 
ttori  from  the  threatened  punifliment,  but  only  a 
temporafy  reprive ;  fuch  as  was  granted  to  the 
bid  \trorld  for  an  hundred  and  twenty  years,  and 
to  Nineveh  fot  forty  daySj  after  the  fentcnce  of 
condemnation  had  paflfcd  againft  them.  He  en- 
forces his  rcqucft  with  a  promife  of  bcftowing 

additional 


*  Vcrfe  15.  16. 
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additional  labour  and  attention,  to  make  this  dc-» 
lay  conducive  to  the  glory  of  God,  either  by  the' 
difplay  of  h  s  mercy,  or  the  vindication  of  his  ju- 
ftice.  <  Till',  fays  he, '  I  fltall  dig  about  it^and  dung 
'  it  J  if  it  bear  fruit,  well :  If  not,  after  that,  thou 
*  flialt  cut  it  down  ^/  As  if  he  had  faid,  in  this  laft 
trial  1  will  exert  my  utnioll  fkill,  and  omit  nothing 
that  may  contribute  ta  its  becoming  fruitful.  If 
the  fuccefs  be  anfwerable,  my  labour  will  be  fufficu 
cntly  rewarded;  but, if  my  hopes  arc  difappointed,  I 
will  no  longer  intercede  in  its  behalf,  but  give  it  up 
to  its  defcrved  fate  :  As  a  barren  tree,  it  fhail  be 
cut  down  and  caft  into  the  fire,  that  it  may  no  longer 
incumber  the  ground,,  The  whole  hiftwy  of  our 
Saviour's  life  and  anions  confirms  the  truth  of 
.this  folemn  declaration,  and  fhews  the  uprigbtnefi 
of  his  intention  to  prevent  the  de(tra£lion  of  the 
Jewifli  nation^  with  whom  he  was  connected  by  the 
itrongefl:  ties  of  affedion*  He  went  through  their 
*  cities.and  villages,*  preaching  thcgofpel  of  the  king^ 
«  dom,'  and  pubhfhing  the  terms  of  reconciliation 
and  acceptance  with  God.  How  earneft  and  a£B- 
duous  was  he  in  his  applications  for  obtaining 
their  confcnt  and  compliance  ?  How  unwearied 

m 
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in  *  his  labour  ot  love/  to  promote  tbdr  belt 
intcrcft  ?  Sometimes  he  befought  them,  even  with 
tears,  to  confider  the  things  that  belonged  to  their 
peace  before  they  were  hid  from  their  eyes.  On 
other  occafions,  he  reproved  their  obftiilacy  and 
iiDpenitence  with  an  authority  and  zeal  becoming 
him  as  a  teacher  fent  from  God*  His  apoftles, 
after  his  afeenfion,  aded  on  tbe  fame  plan,  and 
pifrfucd  fimilar  meafures  for  faving  their  bre* 
ihren  from  deftruftion  ;  nor  did  they  defift  from 
their  benevolent  endeavours,  or  turn  their  at- 
tention to  the  Gentiles,  while  any  hope  of  fuc- 
cefe.  remamcd.  Indeed,  if  we  view  our  Lord's 
condud  from  iirfl:  to  laft,  we  may  fee  and  ad- 
mire his  ardent  love  to  his  native  country,  and 
his  zealous  attachment  to  its  true  intercft 

The 

♦  Never,  ft!  rely,  v^saiiyobje^rori  fo  theChriftian  reHglon 
teore  gfoundlefs  and  unreafonabte  than  wbat  is  alledged 
byaAoble  author,  nameJy,  that  it  doth  not^ojoin  priraic 
friendfcip,  or  the  love  of  ouncountry,  among^its  moral  prc- 
ccpts*  It  is  the  laft  of  thefe  chat  falls  naturally  in  onr 
w*y  to  be  confid^red  at  prcfcnt.  Who  can  read  the  srf  * 
fe^ionate  lamentation  of  our  Saviour  ovw  JcrufaUm, 
when  he  rfflcdtcd  on  its  approaching  deftru<flion,  which 
heforcfaw  and  predicted,  wirhout  fo'^Iing  Jbmething  of 
that  fympathctic  fpirit  which  warmed  his  generous  bread: 

on 
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'the  laft  part  of  the  parable  which  remain^  to 
be  doniidered^  is  the  execution  of  this  righteous 

fentence 

on  that  occafion  ?  •  6  Jerufalem,  Jcrufalcm,  thou  that 
Vkijkfl:  the  prophets,  aod  ftoneft  them  that  arc  fent  unto 
*thce,  how  often  yfitoM  I  hare  gathered  thy  childreano- 
<  gether  as  a  hen  doth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  but 

*  yewouldnot*!'  And,Onadother  occafion,  ^hen  he  made 
his  laftpublie  enti^  into  Jerufalem;  before  hisr .  paflion,. 
we  are  told  that  when  he  came  ni^h  to  the  city, '  he  wept 

*  over  it,  faying,  1^  thou  hadft  known,  eren  thou,  at  leaft, 

*  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  belong  to  thy  peaces 
«  but  now  they  are  hid  fronoi  thine  eyes-f  !' 

How  traly  nbble  and  niiagnanimous,  bow  amiable  aird 
full  of  dignity,  doth  his  condud  aippearon  this  critical  oc- 
cafion? He  knew  perfedtly  that  the  hcmr  of  fuffering  a 
violent  and  ignominious  death  was  at  hand;  he  declined 
k  not,  but  marched  forward  with  undaunted  fortitude  to 
meet  his  appointed  fate.  '  We  may  clearly  difcover  the 
uue  ftate  and  fkuacion  of  his  mind,  in  every  chreamfbiace 
of  his  behaviour*  Unconcerned  for  himfelf,  nor  Ihrinkiog 
back  at  the  horrors  of  a  public  execution,  he  dtfcorers  not 
th&  leaft  fign  of  timidity  or  dejeiftfon  of  fpirtt.  Hts 
thoughts  were  neither  taken  up*  in  contriving  a  way  to 
cfcape,  nor  how  to  oppofe  force  to  force,  by  employing 
the  power  of  a  multitude  which  now  furroundedhim,  and 

wks 

*^  Matth.  xalii.  37^.       f  Luke  xir*4a.  43. 
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fentcnce  of  condemnation,  by  cutting  down  the 
[barren  trpc,  and  rooting  it  out  of  the  vineyard. 

This 

jras  entirely  devoted  to  his  intereft;  far  lefsby  exerting  his 
flivine  power,  which  in  a  moment  could  have  crulhed  all  his 
enemies  like  the  moth.  His  miad,on  the  contrary,  was  whoU 
\j  occupied  in  painful  refieftions  on  the  direful  fate  of  that 
profligate  city  and  its  inhabitants,  and  his  unfuccefsful  la- 
bours to  prevent  it. '  His  generous  heart  bled  for  his  na« 
live  country,  venting  itfelf  in  tears  of  fympathetic  for- 
row,  and  ftruggltng  hard  for  words  to  exprefs  his  anxious 
concern  for  their  fafety.  Indeed,  there  is  no  fcene  in  the 
lifeof  oar  Saviour,  which difplays,  with  greater  luftre,  the 
eminent  virtues  which  adorned  his  character ;  efpecially, 
when  we  ytew  the  fuffetings  to  which  he  che^rfijlly  fub- 
mittcd,  as  aneilential  part  of  a  divine  plan  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  mankind  in  general.  Let  us  next  turn  our  attention 
to  his  apoftles,  and  particularly  the  apoftle  Paul,  whofe 
labours  and  fufferings  in  the  caufe  of  religion,  fliewed 
that  he  had  imbibed  mnch  of  the  God-like  fpirit  of  his 
heavenly  maftcr,  and  was  animated  by  the  fame  benevo- 
lent and  charitable  zeal  for  the  happinefs  of  his  country, 
men.  In  what  ftrong  terms  does  he  exprefs  himfelf  to 
this  purpofe  :  *  I  fay  the  truth  in  Chrift;  I  lie  not ;  my 

*  confcience  alfo  beareth  me  witnefs  in  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
'  that  I  have  great  heavinefs  and  continual  forrow  in  my 

*  heart ;  for  I  could  wifli  myfelf  accurfed  from  Chrift.  for 

*  my  brethren,  my  kinfmen,  according  to  the  flefli  V  This 

ftrong 

f 
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Thi$  evidently  fignifics  the  utter  ruin  of  the  Jcwiflj 
ftate,  and  the  total  defolation  of  their  city  and 
temple.  The  laft  trial  propofed  by  the  keeper  of 
the  vineyard  proving  unfuccefsful,  he  no  longer 
interceded  for  it,  but  g^ve  it  up  to  dcftruftion. 
Thus,  our  Savio^ir  *  came  unto  his  own,  and  his 
f  own  received  him  not.'  After  long  labouring 
in  vain  by  himfelf  and  his  apoftles,  lie  abandoned 
them  to  the  counfeb  of  their  own  heart,  as  a  peo- 
ple ripe  for  vengeance. «  He  took  away  their  place 
^  and  nation     and,  after  a  feries  of  the  moft 

dre^tdfuF 

ftrong  declaration  h  not  indeed  to  be  nn^erftood'in  a  lite- 
ral, but  figurative  fcnfe,  a^  intended  only  to  exprefs,  in  gc- 
ncral,  the  fulncfs  of  the  apoftle's  heart,  the  energy  of  his 
benevolent  feelings,  and  the  warmth  of  his  friendlhip  and 
affeaion  for  his  brethren,  whofc  happinefs  was  dearer  to 
him  than  his  own.  The  language  of  paflipn,  efpecially  of 
the  fympathctic  kind,  naturally  foars  above  the  common 
forms  of  fpeech,  and  the  precifion  of  dialedic  rules,  untp 
the  regions  of  metaphor  and  hyperbole.  The  apoflle's 
meaning,  whenftripped  of  its  figurative  drefs,  and  reduced 
to  plain  language,  amounts  only  to  this  :  That,  if  it  were 
lawful  for  him  to  form  fuch  a  wifli,  he  would  willingly 
renounce  hi*  hopes  as  a  Chriftian,  or  that  more  glorious 
reward,  which  he  expedled  as  an  apoftle  of  Chrift,  if,  by 
this  means,he  could  promote  the  happinefs  of  his  country- 
men,  who  ftiU  remained  in  darknefs  and  nnbelief,  and  a- 
vert  that  dcflruaion  v^ich  haficn?d  towards  them. 
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djcadful  c^lan^ities  fronji  fire,  fword,  and  pcfti- 
Icncc,  wHich  deftroycd  th^  greater  part  of  tac  in- 
habitants, he  difpcrfcd  the  rcniaijidcr  ovpr  the  face 
of  the  whole  earth,  and  Eill  prefervcs  tUea>,  as  a 
diftinct  pcpplc,  objefts  of  univerfal  hatred  and 
contempt  among  all  the  nations  wh^re  they  arc 
permitted  to  dwell.  There  is  no  public  event  in 
the  annaU  of  hiltory  that  affords  a  more  ftrikin^ 
proof  of  a  particular  providence  intcreded  in  the 
concerns  of  mankind.  Indeed,  the  peculiar  fitu- 
ation  of  that  infatuated  people,  for  feventeen  hun- 
dred years  paft,  fo  clearly  predicted  by  our  Savi- 
our, 18  not  only  an  undeniable  proof  of  his  per  fed 
knpiirfedge  of  futurity,  but  alfo,  that  *  all  power  in 

*  heaven  and  earth  is  committed  to  him,*  as  fu- 
prcme  Icgiflatpr,  and  hcs^d  of  the  church  of  Goc}, 

*  who  is  able  to  favc  and  tp  dcliroy.'  This  ex- 
traordinary phenomenon  is  juftly  to  be  viewed  as  a 
Handing  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpcUdifpenfa* 
tion,  which,  fo  far  from  being  diniinifhed  as  to  its 
evidence,  by  length  of  time,  accjuires,  in  the  prp- 
grcfs  of  ages,  additional  weight  and  confidcration, 

In  fine,  as  Gqd  hath  fignally  manifefted  hid 
power  and  juftice  in  executing  this  fcntence  of 
condemnation  againft  the  Jews,  his  once  favourite^ 
people }  fo  vfe  cannot  entertain  the  lead  doubt  of 
A  a  his 
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his  fuifilfing,  with  no  lefs  cxaflnefi,  iHc  predict 
tions  of  their  being  f  cftored  to  his  favduf ,  ^ith 
greater  glory  and  felicity,  iipon  their  ciiibrslcltig 
the  Chriiliah  faith,  and  fubrtiitting  khgth  t(5 
(he  fceptre  of  Jefus  which  they  haVfe  fd  long  rc; 
fiftcd  :  And  further,  that  this  happy  event  Ih^U 
be  followed  by  the  converfibn  of  the  remaining 
part  of  the  unenlightened  Gentiles,  and  will  have 
a  cpnfiderable  influence  in  bringing  it  about 

From 

*  In  DP  other  fen&  can  we  nnderftand  the  apoft]e*&  rea< 
foning  in  the  eleventh  chapter  of  bis  epiftl^  to  t^c  Ro- 
mans, which  is  exprefied  in  terms  fo  plain  and  precife, 
that  it  is  hardly  poffible  tp  wreft  it  to  any  other  meaning? 
His  argument  proceeds  on  this  general  principle,  w&ich  he 
illuftrates  in  a  very  beautiful  manner,  viz.  that  if,  In  con* 
fequcnce  of  the  general  unbelief  of  die  Jews,  the  gofpel 
was,  by  divine  appointment,  preached  to  the.G.edtiles, 
future  reftPration  tp  the  favour  of  Cod  ifaouJd  prove 
much  more  conducive  to  the  incereft  of  the  Gentile  world 
and  the  glory  of  the  Chriftian  religion.  Thus  .he  expreffcs 
iiirofelf:  *  Have  they  fiuimbled  that  they  ftioyld  fall?  GoA 
*  forbid  !  but  rather  through  their  fall  ialvatioh  h  Come 
^  unto  the  Gentiles  to  provoke  them  to  jealoiify.  ¥fow, 
<  if  the  fall  of  them  be  the  riches  of  the  world,  ktkd  the 
«  diminiihing  of  them  be  the  riches  of  the  Gtntilei,  how 

«  much 
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Ffon  fhig  parable,  as  illuftratcd,many  important 
truths  of  a  moral  and  practical  tendency  might  be 
I      deduced.    •  For  all  thefe  things,'  fays  Paul,  *hap- 
!      *  pened  unto  them  for  cnfamples  j   and  they  arc 

*  written  for  our  admonition,  on  whom  the  ends 
I      *  of  the  world  are  come  */    And  accordingly,  in 

the  fame  chapter,  he  goes  on  to  apply  the  hiftgry 
of  God*s  dealings  with  the  Jews  in  former  times, 
by  cautioning  the  members  of  the  church  of 

Chrift, 

*  much  more  Ithcir  fqlpefs?  For,  if  the  cafting'  awaj  of 

<  theai,  be  the  reconciling  of  the  world,  what  fliaU  the  rc'* 

*  ceiying  of  them  be  but  life  from  the  dead  ?  For  I  would  not, 

<  brethren,  that  ye  (hould  be  igporant  of  this  myftery,  that 
'  blindnefs  in  part  ishappex^ed  to  Jfrae), until  the  fulnefs  of 

*  the  Gentiles  be  come  in ;  and  fo  all  Ifrael  fhall  be  faved ;  as 

*  it  is  written.  There  (hall  come  out  of  Zion  the  deliverer, 
'  and  ibaU  turn  away  ungbdlineis  from  Jacr>b;  Jfor  this  is 

*  my  covenant  unto  then^,  ^hen  1  Qiall  ta)ce  away  their  - 

*  fins  V  It  is  evident  that  the  apoftle  is  not  fpeakin^  of 
an  event  that  is  merely .  po^ble,  or  even  in  fome  degree 
probable;  but  of  one  fixed  and  deterczvinate,  and  which 
will  certainly  happen  in  fome  future  geriod,  before  the 
end  of  the  world,  fle  reafons  on  it  as  a  fadt  clearly 
pointed  out  by  the  ancient  'prophets,  in  many  glorious 
promifes  and  predidions,  the  fulfilment  of  which  fhall  be 
(roduAive  of  the  moft  happy  confequences  to  all  mankind, 
by  uniting  them  in  the  facred  bonds  of  peace  and  truth. 

•  Ditto  Verfe,  ii.  i2.  15.  25.  26.   f  *  Cor.  x.  11. 
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Chrift,  agalnft  thofe  corrupt  lufts  which  Tubjcffcd 
them.tb  the  dreadful  confcqucnccs  of  the  divine 
difpltafure,  which  he  there  particularly  mentiong. 

I/?,  The  parable  may  juftly  ferve  to  give  us  a 
high  idea  of  our  diftinguiflicd  privileges  for  religi- 
ous improvement,,  under  the  difpenfation  of  the 
gofpel.  If  the  Jcwifh  church  be  lb  often-  repre- 
fented  as  the  *  vineyard  of  the  Lord  /  or,  as  in  the 
parable  before  us,  as  a  fig  tree  planted  at  firft,  and 
protefted  afterwards  by  a  particular  providcnce^un*  • 
dcr  the  immediate  culture  and  infpedion  of  thc^ 
Almighty  himfelf,  for  a  long  period  of  time ; 
much  more  may  this  fimilitude  be  applied  to  the 
beginning  and  gradual increafe  of  the  Ghriftian 
church,  under  the  favour  of  heaven.  In  allufion 
to  its  amazing  progrcfs,  our  Saviour  compares  it 
to  *  a  grain  of  muftard  feed,  which  a  man  took  and 
« fowed  in  the  field,  which  is  the  leaft  of  all  feeds  j 

*  but,  when  grown,  is  the  greateft  among  herbs, 

*  andbecometh  a  tree  ;  fb  that  the  birds  of  the  air 

*  come  and  lodge  in  the  branches  thereof  Hence 
we  find  the  apoftle  afcribes  to  the  members  of  the 
gofpel-church,  the  peculiar  and  diftinguiftiing  title* 
formerly  given  to  thejewifli,  as  applicable  to  theia 

in 

*  Math.  xiii.  3 1.  3.2.  , 
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In  a  higher  fcnfc.   *  But  yc  arc  a  chofen  genera- 

*  tion,  a  royal  prieflhood,  a  peculiar  people,  that 

*  yc  Ibould  fliew  forth  the  praifcs  of  him  who 
^  hath  called  you  out  of  darknefs  into  his  mar- 

*  vcUous  light,  which  in  time  paft  were  not  a  peo* 

*  pic,  but  arc  now  the  people  of  God 

2</fy,  We  may  further  learn  for  what  end  God 
beftoweth  fuch  diftinguiihed  privileges,  for  reli- 
giotis  improvement,  on  fomc  in  preference  to  o- 
thers,  and  what  returns  he  expe£ts  from  them. 
'ITicy  are  bound  to  make  proficiency  in  piety  and 
virtue,  in  proportion  to  the  advantages  they  en- 
joy ;  to  abound  in  thofe  *  fruits  of  righteoufnefs 

*  which  are  through  Jefus  Chrift,  to  the  praife 

*  and  glory  of  God.  For  unto  whomfoevcr  much 
'  is  given,  of  him  much  ihall  be  required  ;  and  to 
^  whom  men  have  committed  much,  of  him  they 

*  will  alk  the  more  f  /  And  again, «  Every  branch 

*  in  me  that  bcarcth  not  fruit,  he  taketh  away  j 

*  and  every  branch  that  beareth  fruit,  he  purgeth 

*  It,  that  it  may  bring  forth  more  fruit  |/ 

3rf/y,  The  fate  of  the  Jewifli  church,  fo  parti- 
cularly pointed  out  in  this  parable,  may  juftly 

fuggcft 

♦  I  Peter  ii.  9.  lo*  t  Luke  xli.  48* 

X  John  XV.  2. 
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fjiggcll  to  ff3  tbc  fio^iUj:  danger  tq  which  Wjc  ex- 
polp  Qiif fclyps  byjjL  |i^c  ^jbufe  of  oijjr  rpligipus. 

djtpgcr  i  it  has  jiot  only  been  threatened^  but 
C5:ecute4  a^ainft  particular  cljurchcs  :  •  Remcm- 
«  her  J  fays  oiir  Lord  to  the  church  of  .Ephclus, 

*  frpw  whenpc  thou  art  fallcpi  and  repent,  and 
<  dp  t^y  firft  Wprk?  ;  or  clfc  1  yyiJJ  cpmc  ufito  thee 

*  jJuipWy?       'S?'})  remoyc  thy  candlcftick  ouf  of 

*  it§  placc^ '  c^cpjt  thoi^  rejpcijt  ^/  Though  we 
^rc  ^IJurcd,  from  the  (acred  fcripturcs,  of  the 
ppfpe);uity  ,9f  t^c  Chril^iafj  chi^rch  in  gcncraJj 
f  and  Jjbt^  Jth^e  gate;?  pf  hell  ih^l  ^^pt  prevaij  ^- 

*  Ijajflift  ^r  jrpt  particul^  phurcbcs  may  come 
to  ^  jPVW/?  ?  %c  /^,ck.ejs.  |;rpm  the  rppt  of  a  tree, 
or  ijpj[^ruitfjf  1  brancl^c*  fr9m.thc  bo(iy  of  it,  they 
WSy  ^  loflpc.4>  a?  not  only  unprofita      but  hurtr 

'jTb^qf  di^lipguilhin^  Fivilcgcs  may  be  ta- 
Kent  froga  thejn,  ^nd'  transfcrrfcd  to  otbers  more 
4i^pj[c4  tp  ip^rpye  thprn,  according  to  the 
threatening  of  our  Saviour  denounced  agftinft  the 
Jew^ : '  Thexrfbrc  I  fay  unto  you,  The  kingdom  of 
«  God  fliall  be  taken  from  you,  and  given  to  a 

*  natiop  bringing  forth  the  ffuits  thereof  f / 
Where  arc  now  the  fcven  famous  churches  of 

Afia, 


•  Rev*  li.  5.  f  Matth,  xxl.  45. 


Afia,  planted  and  watered  by  the  apoftlc's  thcm- 
fclvcs  ?  Their  light  is  extinguifhed,  their  privi- 
leges are  taken  from  tfiemj  and  their  names  al- 
moft  forgotten.  Thofe  countries  where  religion 
and  fcienec  flouriflied  together,  and  where  the  li- 
beral ^rts  feeme3  to  have  fixed  their*  atode,  yet 
are  now  become  a  land  of  darknefs  and  defola^* 
tton,  the  habitation's  of  cruelty  and  oppreffion, 
groaning  under  the  ignominious  yoke  of  Malto« 
metan  defpotifm  and  fiiperftiUbh.  tta^fe  ikre,  or 
aiiy  other  thriftiih  church  i  any  ftfbtigcr  Ccttrftf 
for  the  continuante  bf  bor  rfcligioui  jtfid  ciVtt  H'^ 
berties,  if  \^'e  t'dpy  tifter  their  p^ff-niclBus  cxathi 
pie  J  or,  aifc  fh'c  ajioftlc  cx{)r&flcs  if,  ^  if  we  ^ri 
^  barren  and  linftiiltful  in  the  krioW^fedge  of  -dtiir 
^  Lord  Jefus  Chrlftf '  Ltt  ts,  thercBrc;  as  btif 
Saviour  exhoirts,  '^'w^lk  Irl  the  light  white  ^  htiVi 
^  the  light;  left  darkhefe  come  upoh  tfs  j  For  Hi 
^  that  walkcth  ih  darknefs  knb\Veth  irot  ivhetl^^l 
*hcgoethf.^ 


\  John  xiu  35. 
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T  HS 

PAHABLE  of  the  marriage. supper*, 

THIS  parable  is  fiuular  to  the  three  former, 
and  hath  the  fame  objed  in  view.  It  is  a* 
nother  of  tbofe  parables  of  reproof  and  predidion, 
which  were  designed  for  convincing  the  Jews  of 
their  obftinate  folly  a^d  prejudices,  and  leading 
them,  before  it  was  too  late,  to  repentance, 
Here  God's  diftinguifhing  favour  to  t^at  people 
in  giving  them  the  firft  offer  ot  f^lvation  thro' 
the  Meffiah,  their  perverfe  afic}  contemptuous 
reje£kion  of  it,  together  with  the  e^mplary  pu« 
nifhment  infli&ed  on  that  account,  arc  reprefcntT 
ed  by  an  allegory,  notlefs  itriking  and  beautiftil 
than  the  former.  This  ihews,  not  only  how  an- 
xioufly  concerned  our  Saviour  was  to  prevent 
their  deftru&ion,  by  giving  them  fuch  frequent 
admonitions  to  that  purpofe  ^  but  aifo,  that  the 

intended 

t  Matdi.zxu«x.— 15. 
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intended  comprcheafion  of  the  Gentiles,  and  their 
admiffion  into  the  gofpel-church,  was  a  matter  of 
greater  importance  to  be  cleared  up,  than  we  arc 
apt  at  fir  ft  fight  to  imagine. 

That  deep  rooted  prejudice  of  the  Jews  againft 
every  other  nation,  which  to  this  day  remains  with 
them,  and  to  which  the  former  difcourfes  fo  fre- 
quently allude,  not  only  proved  the  main  fourcc 
of  their  infidelity  in  general,  but,  for  a  long  time 
after  our  Lord's  afcenfion,  ftuckfaft  in  the  minds 
even  of  the  believing  Jews  themfclves.    It  was 
from  this  principle  they  ftruggled  fo  hard  to  com- 
promife  matters  with  rcfpedt  to  religion,  by  im- 
pofir.g  the  ceremonial  law  upon  the  Gentile  con- 
verts :  Nay,  this  controverfy  at  length  arofc  to 
fuch  a  height,  and  was  produdivc  of  fuch  bad 
confequenccs  to  the  peace  and  profperiry  of  the 
church,  that  it  was  found  necelTary  to  affemble  a 
folemn  council  of  the  apoftles  and  elders  at  Jeru- 
falem,  in  order  to  determine  it  by  authority.  And, 
probably,  it  did  not  entirely  fubfide  till  the  total 
deftrudion  of  the  city  and  temple  of  Jerufalem ; 
which,  by  putting  an  end  to  the  whole  hierarchy, 
would,  of  courfe,  terminate  a  difpute  evidently 
conneftcd  with  it. 

Bb  We 


(    *?4  ) 

We  may  obferve  how  gradually  our  Saviour 
unfolds  this  beneficent  fcheme  of  Providence  in 
behalf  of  the  Gentile  world,  in  thcfe  diflferent  pa- 
rables on  the  fume  fubjeft.  In  that  of  the  mur- 
muring difcomented  labourers,  hired  for  fervice 
at  different  hours  of  the  day,  he  ftiews,  that  this 
intended  favour  to  the  reft  of  mankind  was  no 
injuftice  to  the  Jews,  nor  could  reafonably  be 
deemed  any  infringement  of  their  privileges. 
In  the  parable  of  the  cruel  and  unjuft  hufband- 
men,  he  advances  a  ftep  further  in  his  charge  a- 
gainft  them,  infifting  that  they  had  forfeited  all 
right  to  the  continuance  of  their  diftinguifliing 
privileges,  by  a  long  abufe  of  them  ;  and,  more 
particularly,  by  their  cruel  and  contemptuous 
treatment  of  the  extraordinary  mcffengers,  who, 
formerly,  in  times  of  great  degeneracy,  had  been 
fent  to  admonifli  and  reprove  them  ;  that  this  ac- 
cumulated guilt,  which  had  been  increafing  from 
age  to  age,  was  now  become  moft  atrocious,  by 
the  unworthy  reception  they  had  given  to  the 
Meffiah,  whp  came  with  a  gracious  indemnity 
from  heaven,  and  inverted  with  power  to  make 
the  laft  offer  qf  divine  mercy  for  preventing  their 
deftruSion.  In  this  and  the  preceeding  parable, 
he  foretells  that  fignal  vengeances  was  decreed  a- 
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^ainft  tbeniy  and  fhould  confift  in  burning  their 
city  and  temple,  in  a  general  maffacre  of  the  in- 
habitants, by  an  army  prepared  for  that  purpofe^ 
and  in  putting  a  final  period  to  their  civil  arid 
ecckfiaftical  conftitution. 

The  erangelift  Luke  has  recorded  the  fame 
parable,  with  a  little  variation  as  to  circumdances ; 
but  this  of  St  Matthew  is  more  full  and  particu- 
lar :  And  it  concludes  with  a  beautiful  addition^ 
in  the  way  of  cpifode,  concerning  the  gucft  who 
had  intruded  himfelf  into  the  company,  withouf 
putting  on  the  wedding-garment  provided  for 
him. 

Some  commentators  contend,  that  thefc  pa- 
laWes  we«  fpoken  by  our  Saviour  on  two  dif- 
ferent <>ccafi0ns,  although  they  evidently  relate  to 
Ihc  fame  fubjeft.  But  this  is  a  queftion  of  little 
importance  in  itfelf,  and,  perhaps,  impoffible  to 
be  decided.  That  he  might  repeat  the  fame  in- 
ftruSions  to  different  bodies  of  the  people  with 
whom  he  converfed,  and  with  fome  diverfity  of 
<Jxpreffion,  is  very  natural  to  fuppofe ;  and  that 
two  different  cvangelifts  might  both  intend  to  re- 
late the  fame  parable  or  difcourfe,  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  one  does  it  ciore  copioufly  than 
the  other,  is  a  fuppofuion  no  lefs  eafy  to  be  ad- 
mitted^ 


(  ) 

mittcd,  without  afFefting  cither  their  candor  and 
veracity,  as  faithful  hiflorians,  or  their  claim  to 
divine  infpiration  ;  on  the  contrary,  fuch  an  uni- 
form and  unvaried  agreement,  as  to  the  prccife 
words  of  his  public  inftruftions,  or  the  minute 
circumftances  of  the  miraculous  fafts  which  they 
relate,  as  that  contended  for  by  Harmonifts, 
might,  perhaps,  be  confidered  as  the  effeS  of  col- 
lufion. 

The  divifion  of  this  parable  is  fimilar  to  that 
of  the  former,  i .  The  excellent  blelEngs  of  the 
gofpel-difpenfation  arc  reprefented  by  Luke"^ 
under  the  figure  of  *  a  great  fuppcr  ;*  and,  here, 
by  St  Matthew,  more  emphatically,  by  '  a  royal 
•  feaft,'  at  the  marriage  of  the  King's  fon.  In 
order  to  enter  into  the  true  fpirit  and  meaning 
of  the  allegory,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  our 
Saviour  and  his  apoflles  often  fpcak  of  the  go- 
fpel  or  Chriftian  church,. in  terms  borrowed  from 
the  Jewifli  prophets,  in  their  defcriptions  of  the 
Old  Teftament  church.  Thus,  God's  eleding 
the  Jews  to  be  his  peculiar  people,  and  feparating 
them  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  by  diftinguifliing 
laws  and  ordinances  of  religion,  is  frequently 

termed. 


•  Luke  xiT,  1 6. 
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termed,  «  his  cfpoufing  them  to  himfclf and, 
agreeably  to  this  allufion,  God,  is  faid  to  be 
their  hufband,  and  they  are  termed  *  his  married 
'wife.'  The  national  covenant  tranfafted  on 
Mount  Sinai,  with  fo  much  pomp  and  folemnity, 
is  reprcfented  by  a  ftrong  figure,  as  a  marriage- 
oontraa  between  him  and  that  people,  under  the 
mediation  of  Mofes,  his  faithful  fervant ;  <  which 

*  covenant  they  brake,  although  I  was  an  huf- 

*  band  unto  them,  faith  the  Lord^.'  In  allu- 
fion  to  this,  the  Chriftian  church  is  called  '  The 

*  bride,  and  the  Lamb's  wife  |  •/  And  its  cfta- 
blifliment  is  teprcfented  as  '  a  new  or  fecond 

*  marriage,'  entered  into  upon  the'  diffolution  of 
the  former.  The  prophet  Ifaiah  defcribes  this 
joyful  event,  which  lhall  redound  at  laft  to  the 
happinefs  of  all  nations,  in  terms  quite  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  the  parable,  to  which,  it  is  probable,  our 
Saviour  here  allludes :  *  Sing,  O  barren,  thou  that 

*  didft  not  bear ;  break  forth  into  finging,  thou 
'  that  didft  not  travail  with  child ;  for  more  arc 

*  the  children  of  the  defolatc  than  the  children 

*  of  the  married  wife,  faith  the  Lord.    For  thy 

*  maker  is  thy  hufband,  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  his 

'  name ; 


'*  Jcr.  xxxu  32» 
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«  name  j  and  thy  Redeemer  the  holy  One  of  If- 

*  rael :  The  God  of  the  whole  earth  ftiall  he  be 
^  called.    For  the  Lord  hath  called  thee  as  a  wo- 

*  man  forfaken  and  grieved  in  fpirit ;  and  a  wife 

*  of  youth  when  thou  waft  refufed,  faith  thy 

*  God*/  We  fi^d  the  apoftle  Paul,  when  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  eftablifhment  of  the  gofpel-church,  as 
the  accompUlhaient  of  this  prophecy,  makes' ufe 
ot  the  fame  figure  :  '  For  the  hufband  is  the  head 

*  of  the  wife,  even  as  Ghrift  is  the  head  of  the 

*  church,  and  he  is  the  Saviour  df  the  body  :  As 

*  the  church,  therefore,  is  fubjed  unto  Chfift,  fo 

<  let  wives  be  to  their  own  hufbands  in  every 

*  thing  f/  And  elfc where,  addreffing  hirafelf  to 
the  Chriftian  converts  at  Corinthy  *  I  have  cfpou- 

*  fed  you  to  one  hufband,  that  1  mayprefent  you 

*  a  chafte  virgin  to  Ghrift  J/ 

It  was,  therefore,  the  defign  of  the  Son  of 
God's  manifeftation,  that  h^  might  '  betroth  un- 

<  to  himfclf  a  pure  church  for  ever  Ij.*  '  Ghrift,* 
feys  St  Paul,  '  loved  the  church,  and  gave  him- 

*  fclf  for  It,  that  he  might  fandify  and  cleanfe  it, 
^  with  the  waihing  of  water,  by  the  word ;  that 

*  he 

♦  If.  Jir.  I.  f  Eph.  V.  23.  24.      "J  a  Cor.  xi.  2. 
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^  he  might  prefent  to  himfelf  a  glorious  church, 

*  not  having  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing  j 

*  but  that  it  fliould  be  holy  and  without  blemifli 
And  when  this  glorious  defign,  fo  happily  begun 
on  earth,  fliall,  at  length,  be  fully  accompliflicd, 
and  the  faithful  followers  of  Jcfus  admitted  into 
his  heavenly  kingdom,  this  marriagc-contrafl:  is 
reprcfcntcd  as  then  perfcdly  finiflied,  to  their  mu- 
tual and  cverlafting  joy,  *  In  my  Father's  houfe,' 
fays  our  Saviour,  *  arc  many  manfions :  If  it 

*  were  not  fo,  1  would  have  told  you :  1  go  to  pre- 

*  pare  a  place  for  you ;  and,  if  I  go,  I  will  come 

*  again  and  receive  you  to  myfclf,  that  where  I 

*  am,  there  you  may  be  alfo  f The  heavenly  fe- 
licity is  frequently  fet  before  us  in  holy  fcripture, 
as  confiding  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft  intimate  union 
and  friendihip  with  this  divine  perfpn,  and  in  a 
participation  of  thofe  exalted  honours  with  which 
be  is  vcfted,  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  Hence 
thefe,  and  fuch  like  expreiSons,  frequently  occur : 

*  They  fhall  behold  his  glory  ;  they  fliall  fee  him 

*  as  he  is  j  and  appear  with  him  in  glory  ;  they 

*  (hall  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord,  and  fit  down 

*  with  him  upon  his  throne/ 

Such 


*  Eph,  V,  25.  26.  27. 
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Such  is  the  nature  of  that  feaft  which  is  pre- 
pared for  the  true  members  of  his  church,  and 
to  which  all,  who  live  under  the  difpenfat4on 
the  gofpel,  arc  invited  on  the  moft  eafy  and  com- 
fortable terms.  Eye  hath  not  fcen,'  feys  the  a- 
poftle,  *  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered 

*  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  what  God 
'  hath  laid  up  for  them  that  love  him  Indeed, 
fo  frequently  are  thefpiritual  bJelGngs  of  the  Mef- 
fiah's  kingdom  exprcfled  by  the  figure  of  a  rich 
and  magnificent  entertainment,  that  it  became  a 
proverbial  faying  among  the  Jews,  '  BlelTed  is  he 

*  that  fhall  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom  of  God  | 
ihat  is,  who  fliall  be  admitted  to  fliare  the  ho- 
nours and  happinefs  in  referve  for  his  faithful 
fubjefts.  To  this  ftate  of  perfeft  felicity  the  de- 
fcriptive  prcdiftion  of  Ifaiah  muft  be  underftood, 
as  having  a  principal  reference:  '  And  in  this 

*  mountain  fhall  the  Lord  of  hofts  make  unto  all 
«  people  a  feaft  of  fat  things  ;  a  feaft  of  wine  on 

*  the  Ices  ;  a  feaft  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow ;  ^ 
.  *  feaft  of  wine  on  the  lees  well  refined  J/ 

We  find  the  fame  allufion  to  a  fumptuous  feaft 

ufed  alfo  by  heathen  writers,  philofophers  as 

well 

•  I  Cor.  ii.  9.         t  Lukexlv.  15.       ^Ifaiah  xxv.  6. 
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Well  as  pdcts,  when  dcfcribing  the  future  happi- 
ncfs  of  the  virtuous.   «  They  live  chcarfully  at 

*  tables  with  the  other  immortals,  freed  from  the 
*mifcries  to  which  mortals  are  fubjefted,*  fays 
Empcdoclcs*  And  Epidctus  expreffes  himfelf 
in  fimilar  terms,  when  he  fays,  '  That  the  man 

*  who.  makes  proficiency  in  true  wifdom,  becomes 

*  qualified  to  be  a  worthy  guelt  of  the  gods.* 

2.  The  next  thing  in  the  parable  to  be  con- 
fidcrcd  is,  the  fundry  meffages  fent  by  the  royal 
maftcr  of  the  feaft  to  the  guefts,  for  whom  it  was 
primarily  intended.   This  muft  evidently  refer  to 
the  people  of  the  Jews  in  general,  among  whom, 
in  order  to  procure  thc;ir  acceptance,  our  Saviour 
and  his  apoftles  laboured  with  unwearied  zeal 
and  diligence.   Luke,  indeed,  fpeaks  only  of  one 
fervant  being  fent  with  this  invitation,  at  two  dif*- 
ferent  times ;  whereas  Matthew  mentions  feveral 
mcffcngers  in  fucceffion,  as  having  been  employ- 
ed for  that  purpofe.    But  a  difference  in  fuch 
minute  circumftances,  as  already  obferved,  affe£ts 
neither  the  general  fcopc  nor  decorum  of  the  pa- 
rable ;  while  an  agreement  in  thofe  of  greater 
importance  is  ftill  preferved.    The  repetition  of 
the  meffage  to  the  firft  invited  guefts,  may  natu- 
rally  enough  fignify  the  tender  of  the  gofpel,  firft 
G  c  to 
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to  the  Jew^  who  refided  in  Judca,  and  afterwards 
to  thofc  of  the  difpcrfion.  This  arrangement 
exaftly  correfponds  with  the  fafl:  itfclf,  as  repre- 
fenced  in  the  gofpcl-hiftory.  But,  at  any  rate, 
the  fcveral  invitations  here  enumerated,  muft  be 
undcrftood  to  comprehend  the  preparatory  mi- 
niftry  of  John  the  Baptift,  the  perfonal  teach- 
ing .of  our  Saviour  himfelf,  and  the  preaching  of 
his  apoftles,  even  until  that  period  when,  upon 
the  ufuccefsfulncfs  of  their  labours  among  the 
Jews,  they  were  direfted  to  turn  their  attention 
unto  the  Gentiles. 

This  leads  us  to  confider  the  unworthy  recep- 
tion given  to  the  meflengers,  and  to  the  meffage 
itfelf,  by  the  ungrateful  Jews.  They  not  only 
excufed  themfelves  from  accepting,  as  in  Luke  ; 
but  •  they  made  light  of  it,*  fays  Matthew,.  *  and 
*  took  his  fervants,  and  entreated  them  li)itefully, 
'  *  and  flew  them  Not  fatisfied  with  turning  a 
deaf  ear  to  their  friendly  invitations,  they  loaded 
them  with  indignities  of  every  kind  ;  and,  with 
unrelenting  cruelty,  profecuted  them  even  unto 
death.  Was  ever  any  prediftion  more  literally 
fulfilled  ?  Not  only  was  our  Saviour  himfelf  fo 


•  Vcrfc  5.  and  6. 
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maltreated  by  the  rulers  at  Jerufalem,  but,  as  we 
learn  from  the  book  of  Ads,  the.  Jews,  in  other 
countries,  inftigated  by  the  former,  were  cither 
diredly  or  indireftly,  the  chief  agents  in  flirring 
up  the  oppofition  and  perfccution  which  the  a-  • 
poftlcs  met  with  in  the  courfe  of  their  miniftry. 

3.  The  parable  goes  on  to  mention  the  fcve- 
ral  cxcufcs  which  they  wlja  were  bidden  alfigned 
for  their  conduct,  in  rcjcfting  fo  many  gracious 
mcflages  from  the-Mafter  of  the  fcaft.  *  One, 
it  is  faid,  *  went  to  his  farm  ;  another  to  his  raer- 
^  chandife  *  or,  as  Luke  reprefcnts  their  apolo- 
gies more  particularly,  •  The  firft  faid  I  have 

*  bought  a  piece  of  ground,  and  I  muft  needs  go 

*  and  fee  it  j.  I  pray  thee  have  me  excufed.  And 

*  another  faid,  I  have  married  a  wife,  and  there- 

*  fore  I  cannot  come  f  .*  It  is  obvious,  that  all 
thcfe  different  excufes  have  one  general  mean- 
ing, and  flow  from  one  common  fource  ;  I  mean 
the  grofs  carnal  notions  which  the  Jews  enter- 
tsuned  of  the  Mclliah's  kingdom,  and  their  de- 
lufive  hopes  of  fecular  power  and  grcatnefs  un- 
der his  adminiftration  ;  by  which  their  avarice, 
ambition,  and  other  worldly  palSons,  w^re  in- 
flamed 


•  Vcrfe  5. 
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flamed  beyond  mcafure.  There  was  a  gcncriil 
and  ftrong  expe£tation  of  his  appearance  at  this 
time }  but  ftill  they  cxpeSed  one  of  a  very  dif, 
ferent  charafter  and  appearance  from  that  of  Je- 
fus :  *  He  had  no  form  nor  coroelinefs  why 
^  they  fhould  dcfire  him/  as  the  prophet  fpcaks 
The  meannefs  of  his  parentage  ;  the  humiliating 
circumftances  of  his  birth  ;  even  the  obfcurity  of 
the  village  where  he  fpcnt  his  early  youth  ;  the 
indigent  condition  in  which  he  lived,  attendc4 
only  with  a  few  fcieOt  companions,  of  the  loweft 
rank,  who  ufually  fupported  themfelves  and  their 
mafter  from  the  prohts  of  their  humble  labours  j 
all  thefe  were,  according  to  their  fooliih  preju* 
dices,  confidered  as  unanfwerable  pbjedions  to 
his  claim.  Byt,  above  all,  the  nature  and  ten-* 
dency  of  his  doftrine  }  the  quality  of  the  rewards 
he  promifed  to  his  faithful  tbliowers  ;  together 
with  the  felf-denying  tern^s  to  which  they  were 
annexed,  were  fo  mortifying  to  their  pride  and 
ambition,  and  fo  oppofite  to  all  their  corrupt 
paffions,  that  thty  rtjtded  his  pretcnfions  witl^ 
the  utfuoft  fcorn  and  contempt.  I'hey  expedted 
a  Mcfliah,  who  ihould  not  only  '  reftore  the 

kingdom 
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^yngdom  to  Ifracl,*  but  rcftorc  it  with  addition* 
al  glory  and  fplendor,  who  ftiould  fight  their  bat^ 
tics,  dcBvcr  them  from  their  prefent  fubjeftion  to 
^hc  Romans^  and  make  all  nations  tributary  to 
them.  Several  circumftanccs,  indeed,  concurred 
to  give  fome  plaufible  countenance  to  thefc  prci» 
vailing  fentiments  among  that  infatuated  people* 
llie  variety  of  images,  taken  from  fccnes  of  world«» 
)y  pomp  and  magnificence,  and  the  frequent  aU 
lufions  tQ  earthly  power  and  fovereignty,  ufed 
by  their  prophets  in  defcribing  the  future  glory 
of  the  Meffiah's  ki^^gdoai,  afforded  fome  appear- 
ance of  rcafon  for  fuch  hopes.  And  they  were 
ftill  more  confirmed  in  thcfe  foolllh  prejudices  by  • 
the  comments  of  their  public  teachers,  who  art-p 
folly  accqqimodatcd  their  doftrine  to  the  palEons 
and  prejudices  of  the  people,  as  the  moft  effec- 
tual means  of  promoting  their  own  felfifh  defigns, 
Nay,  fo  general  had  this  cxpeftation  of  a  world- 
ly kingdom  become,  that  we  find  it  was  a  long 
time  before  even  the  apoftles  themfelves  were  di- 
vcfted  of  it,  or  could  enter  into  the  idea  of  a  fpi- 
ritual  kingdom  of  truth  and  rightcoufncfs  over 
the  minds  of  men. 

And  we  may  farther  obferve,  that  the  fame 
prejudices  and   corrupt  palfions,  which  pro- 
ved 
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ved  the  principal  fourcc  of  the  unbelief  and  im« 
penitence  of  the  Jews,  in  our  Saviour's  time, 
ftill  remain  in  the  minds  of  their  unhappy  pofte- 
rity,  and,  like  a  thick  veil,  hide  the  truth  from 
tjieir  view. 

4.  The  parable  proceeds  to  give  us  an  account 
of  God's  juft  fcvcrity  againft  the  Jewifti  nation, 
in  the  puniihment  of  their  obftinate  infidelity  and 
impenitence :  *  But,  when  the  king  heard  thereof, 
^  he  was  wroth ;  and  he  fenc  forth  his  armies, 
<  and  deftroyed  thofe  murderers,  and  burnt  up 

*  their  city  In  two  of  the  former  parables,  our 
Saviour  pronounces  the  fentence  of  condemna- 
tion ;  and,  in  this,  he  fpeaks  of  it  as  already  put 
in  execution.  The  cxprcffions  ufed  by  our  Sa- 
viour merit  our  particular  attention :  '  He  fent 
^  forth  his  armies  and  deftroyed  thofe  murderers/ 
The  Roman  army  under  Titus  Vcfpafian  was, 
on  this  occafion,  though  they  knew  it  not,  God^s 
army,  for  executing  his  wrath,  to  the  uttermoft, 
upon  that  guilty  nation.   He  is  ^  the  Lord  of 

*  hofts,'  and  can  fend  forth  armies  from  the  anif 
mate  or  inanimate  creation,  to  fight  his  battles, 
and  fulfil  the  purpoles  of  his  providence ;  whe^ 

thcr 
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thcr  he  intends  *  to  &vc  or  to  deftroy.'  *  The 

*  wrath  of  man  fhall  'praifc  thee  j  and  the  remain-  ^ 
«  der  of  wrath  fliah  thou  reftrain      And  thus  he 
threatens  the  Jews,  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah :  «  O 

<  Aflyrian,  the  rod  of  mine  anger,  and  the  ftaff  in 

*  their  hand,  is  mine  indignation.   I  will  fend 

*  him  againft  a  hypocritical  nation  ;  and  againft 

*  the  people  of  my  wrath  will  I  give  him  a  charge 

*  to  take  the  fpoil,  and  to  take  the  prey,  and  to 

*  tread  down  like  the  mire  of  the  ftreets.  How- 

*  beit,  he  meaneth  not  fo ;  but  it  is  in  his  heart 

*  to  deftroyi  ^lod  to  cut  off  nations  not  a  fewf.' 
In  a  fimilar  manner,  he  is  introduced  by  tfie  fzmc 
prophet  as  addreiling  himfelf  to  Cyrus  King  of 
Perfia,  by  name,  many  ages  before  his  birth,  as 
the  chofea  inftrument  of  his  providence  for  dc- 
livcrmg  his  people  from  their  captivity,  and  refto- 
ring  them  to  their  own  land  :  *  I  am  the  Lord 
'  that  faith  of  Cyrus,  he  is  my  (hepherd,  and  (hall 
•perform  all  my  pleafure,  even  faying  unto  Je- 

*  rufalem,  thou  (halt  be  buik,  and  to  the  temple, 

*  thy  foundation  ihall  be  laid.    Thus  faith  the 

*  Lord  to  his  anointed,  to  Cyrus,  whofc  right  hand 
'  M  have  holden  to  fubdue  nations  before  him. 

*  And 
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*  And  I  will  lobfc  the  loins  of  kings^  to  open  bt* 

*  fore  him  the  two-leaved  gates,  and  the  gates  lhall 

<  not  be  {hut.   I  will  go  before  and  make  the 

*  crooked  places  ftraight :  I  will  break  in  pieces 

*  the  gates  of  brafs,  and  cut  in  furider  the  bars  of 

*  iron.  And  I  will  give  thee  the  trcafures  of  dark- 

*  nefs,  that  thou  mayeft  know  that  1  the  Lord, 

*  who  call  thee  by  thy  name,  am  the  God  of  If- 

*  racl.   For  Jacob  my  fervant's  fake,  and  Ifracl 

*  mine  cle^,  1  have  even  called  thee  by  thy  name ; 

<  I  have  furnamed  thee,  though  thou  haft  not 

*  known  me  It  is  impolEble  for  human  lan- 
guage to  convey  a  more  flriking  and  fublime  de- 
fcription  of  God's  fupremacy  over  all  the  kingdoms 
<rf  the  earth,  and  his  over-ruling  power  over  the 
minds  of  men  ^  fo  as  to  make  them,  without  any 
infringement  of  their  natural  liberty,  the  inftru- 
ments  of  his  wife  and  righteous  providence.  We 
may  farther  obferve,  oh  this  head,  that  thofe  cor- 
mpt  prejudices  and  paflions,  which  made  the  Jews 
rejed  the  fpiritual  bleilings  of  the  Meifiah's  king- 
dom, were  the  very  means  which  wrought  their 
ruin  at  the  hands  of  the  Romans.  For,  under 
the  prevailing  influence  of  thofe  delufive  hopes, 

they 
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they  were  always  ready  to  break  out  into  open 
rebellion,  and  to  follow  any  leader  whatfoever, 
who  would  put  himfclf  at  their  head.  According- 
ly, their  own  hiftorian  informs  us,  that,  after 
many  unfuccefsful  attempts  to  regain  their  an- 
cient liberty,  this  frenzy  became  at  length  fo 
general,  as  to  kindle  the  flames  of  that  war 
which  iffued  in  their  total  deftruftion  and  over- 
throw. 

The  laft  thing  in  the  parable  to  be  confidered 
is  the  invitation  given  to  the  Gentiles  to  partake 
of  this  divine  fcaft,  in  confequence  of  the  refufal 
of  the  Jews.  This  is  fignified  by  furnifliing  his 
table  with  guefls,  «  from  the  hedges  and  high* 
^  ways,'  without  rcfped  of  pcrfons.  We  have 
already,  from  another  parable,  hinted  at  fomc  of 
the  rcalbns  why  the  Jewilh  nation  was  firft  invi- 
ted, and  fliown  the  wifdom  and  propriety  of  that 
mcafure ;  only,  here  we  may  obfcrve,  that  the 
commiffion  given  to  the  fervants,  in  Luke's  ac* 
count  of  the  parable,  is  expreffed  by  «  compelling 
^  them  to  come  in  j*  fro'm  which  expreffion,  fomc 
have  abfurdly  inferred  the  lawfulnefs  and  expedi- 
cncy  of.  propagating  the  gofpel  by  methods  of 
force  and  violence,  at  leaft,  when  other  means 
prove  incfffaaual.  But  this  is  a  principle  (hock- 
P  d  ^  ins 
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ingto  humanity,  contradi£kory  to  reafou,  and  ut- 
terly irreconcilcablc  with  the  mild  and  benevolent 
ipirit  of  the  golpel,  as  already  (hown  from  the 
parable  of  the  tares.  As  fuch  a  method  ot  ma- 
f  king  profelytes  to  religion  received  no  maimer  of 

countenance  from  the  example  of  our  Saviour 
himfelf,  who  never  exerted  his  divine  power  but 
in  a£ts  of  beneficence}  fo  neither  w^s  it  ever 
praftifed  by  his  apoftlcs,  who  beft  undcrftood 
the  nature  and  extent  of  their  comrniflxon  from 
him.  And^^as  to  the  particular  inftance$  of  fcyc- 
rity  in  the  cafe  of  Ananias  and  of  Simon  ^^gus, 
they  arc  fceming,  but  not  real  obje£):i(Ons  tp  this 
truth ;  they  were  inflid:ed  a&  a  puni&cneot  .of  ex- 
traordinary and  unprecedented  wickedt\ds^  in 
blafpheming  the  {loly  Qhoft,  and  ought  to  be 
numbered  among  the  miraculous  prooiiof  the 
divine  miiEon  of  the  apoiUea. 

But,  not  to  recapitulate  the  argumcnts:formerly 
infifted  on,  againft  fo  amichriftian  a  prind^,  it 
may  fdfSce  at  prefent  to  remark,  that  the  iQr^gHMA 
word  which  is  tranflatcd  ^  to  compel/  mthc  23d 
verfe,  is  the  fame  that;  k  ufed  in  the  iSth^  con^ 
taining  the  apology  of  him  who  boi^ht;  the  piece 
o£  ground,  ^  I  mud  uee4$  go  and  iec  k  ^  £x'that 
there  is  the  fame  reafon  ta  fiippofi:  that  he  W2« 

compelled 


(  211  ) 


compelled  by  force  to  vifit  his  purchafe,  as  tafup- 
p6(e  cliat'  the  halt  and  the  maimed  were  to  be 
cotiftrained  by  violence  to  accept  the  invitation. 
In  the  'one  cafe,  it  plainly  fignifies  a  great  conve- 
tAiniy  aj^ehended  ;  in  the  other,  an  earneft 
foHicttation  applied  in  order  to  obtain  their  con- 
fent.  In  this  lafl:  fenfe,  the  fame  word  is  to  be 
underflood  when  Paul,  finding  fault  with  Peter's 
condud  at  Antioch,  fays,  *  If  thou,  being  a  Jew, 

*  Kvcft  after  the  manner  of  the  Gentiles,  why  com- 

*  pciteft  thou  the  GentUcs  to  live  as  do  the  Jews 
that  is,  why  doeft  thou  endeavour  fo  ftrenuoully 
to  perfuade  the  Gentiles  to  fuch  >an  inconfiftent 
fonduft?  Thus,  in  common  language,  we  fay 
of  one  who  is  perfuaded  to  comply  with  any  mea-< 
fare  to  which  he  was  formerly  relaxant,  that  he 
k  Overcome  by  the  arguments  offered  to  him  for 
tiiatptirpofe.  This  is  Indeed  the  only  method 
of  compulfion  authortfed  by  the  gdpel ;  for,  j^as 
^  Ghrift's  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,'  fo  its 
boiindairies  are  not  to  be  extended^  nor  its  fub- 
jcGts  increafed  by  force  and  violence.   <  Know* 

*  iflg  the  terrors  of  the  hotd/  fays  Paul,  *  Wic  per^ 

*  fuadc 
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*  fiiadc  men:  Wc  arc  ambafladors  for  Chrift, 
«  as  though  God  did  befcech  you  by  us ;  wc  pray 
'  you  in  Chrift's  ftcad,  be  yc  reconciled  unto 

*  Goi^.'  By  the  moral  tendency  of  itsdodrine, 
the  glorious  luftre  of  its  miracles,  and  by.  the 
invincible  patience  and  perfcverancc  of  its  vo- 
taries, the  Chriftian  religion,  at  firft,  gamed 
ground,  and  at  length  triumphed  over  all  oppo^ 
fition* 

In  fine,  our  Saviour  left  his  religion  peifefk 
and  compleat  in  refpcd  of  evidence,  and  nothing 
for  us  to  do,  but  only  to  exhibit  that  evidence 
before  the  vs^jld,  as  |he  mod  effedual  means  of 
promoting  its  intcreft.  In  this  planner,  the  ptf^ 
xnitive  Chriftians  illuftratcd  the  excellence  df  their 
faith,  by  the  purity  of  their  morals  ;  fo  that  the 
profely tes  they  gained  to  the '  belief  and  public 
prclcffion  of  the  gofpel  became,  in  the  htgheft 
fcnfc  of  the  expreffion,  *  profelytes  of  rightcouf* 
*  net/  Their  piety  and  virtue  «  fo  fhinbd  before 
'  the  world,'  that  many  were  influenced  by  their 
example  to  glorify  their  heavenly  Father.  And 
we  may  add,  that,  had  Chriftians  of  the  foOoW- 
ing  ages  retained  the  pious  and  peaceable  fpirit  of 

their 
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their  predeceflbrs,  and  continued  to  recommend 
their  religion  by  the  fanftity  of  their  lives  and 
manners^  it  is  more  than  probable,  that,  before 
this  tixne^  it  would  have  been  embraced  by  the 
greateft  part  of  mankind.  Had  Chriftian  princes 
been  as  zealous  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of 
Chrift's  kingdom,  as  to  extend  their  own }  not 
indeed  by  war  and  blood<>fhed,  but  by  means  fuit- 
able  to  the  nature  and  defign  of  fo  excellent  an 
ioftitution ;  had  Chriftian  fubje&s  been  as  much 
in  earncft  to  prcknote  the  knowledge  of  the  gof- 
pd,  as  to  profecute  new  and  extendve  plans  of 
commerce  for  their  private  intereil ;  and,  in  Chri* 
ftian  countries,  did  fucti  as  profefs  to  be  the  dif* 
ciples  of  Chrift,  fhow  forth,  in  their  converfation, 
the  virtues  of  their  heavenly  Mafter,  it  is  reafon* 
aUe  to  believe^  that  the.plaufible  objedion  to  the 
truth  of  the  gofpel,  from  its  not  being  univerfal, 
fo  much  infifled  on  by  its  oppofers,  would  have 
been,  before  now,  entirely  rembvcd,  or,  at  lead, 
of  little  force.  It  is  indeed  owing,  not  to  any 
defied  in  the  provifion  which  God  hath  made  for 
that  purpofe,  but  chiefly  to  the  condud  of  thofc 
to  whom  this  important  trufl  is  committed,  that 
the  gofpel  has  not  yet  penetrated  into  *  the  dark 

^  places 
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<  pTaccs  of  the  earth,  which  arc  faU  oF  the  habi- 
*  tations  of  cruelty/ 

But,  to  conclude,  the  paraUe,  conridcred  in  a 
more  general  view,  and  without  any  particular 
reference  to  the  prerailing  prejucKces  and  paffioAi 
of  the  Jewiih  nation,  may  fuggeft  a  very  impott- 
ant  piece  of  inftruftion  to  all  the  [members  of  the 
church  of  Chrift ;  namely,  that  the  fame  mordi- 
nate  worldly  affeftions  ^hich  prevented  the  JcWs 
from  accepting  the  invitation  to  this  divine  fcaft, 
and  hardened  them  in  unbelief,  n^ay  no  lefs  eflfbc- 
tually  exclude  us  from  the  kingdom  of  hcavcm 
If,  therefore,  we  give  the  preference  to  prcfcrit 
and  fcnfiblc  objefts,  and  neglcdl  to'  cultivate  that 
temper  of  mihd,  which  is  neceflary  to  make  us  re- 
lifli  fuch  divine  enjoyments,  we  might  gropt  for 
heaven  in  the  midft  of  paradifc  '  itfelf,  and  tottld 
fmd  no  fatisfadion  even  in  the  manfions  of  this 
blefled. 

Manyfeem  inclined  to  ferve  two  oppofite  ma- 
ilers at  One  and  the  lame  time,  viz.  God  and  Mam- 
mon, which,  our  Saviour  aflures  us,  is  impof&blcw 
They  imagine,  however,  that  there  is  no  danger 
or  even  difficulty  in  the  cafe ;  and  that,  while  their 
care  and  foUicitude  are  confined  to  lawful  obje£ls 
of  purfuit  i  thaty  fo  long  as  their  profits  are  fiadr 

and 
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and  honeft,  and  their  pleafures  clear  of  riot  and 
kwdncjGi,  all  is  wejl,  and  their  future  hapjnncfs  in 
^no hazard.  But,  let  it  be  obrerved,  that  the  excufcs 
pleaded  by  thole  recufants  in  the  parable,  are 
things  not  only  innocent  in  themfelves,  but,  in  a 
certain  degfee,  laudable  objefls  of  attention  ;  That 
they  only  become  criminal  and  hurtful^  when  they 
vrhoUy  occupy  our  thoughts,  and  prevent  our 

♦  fceking  firft  the  kingdpqi  of  Qod,  and  the  righte- 

*  oufncfs  thereof,*  as  our  main  purfuit.  If,  then, 
after  ^  the  examplJ  of  unbelief*  here  defcrij^cd, 
ure  alfo^  for  the  fake  of  our  farms,  our  merchan- 
dife,  or  our  pleafures,  make  light  of  the  grace  of 
the  gofpel,  and  thofe  fpirituat  and  heavenly  blct- 
fings  offered  to  us,  on  the  mod  gracious  terms,  we 
fiiall  certainly  incur. the  fame  condemnation;  a 
ibntence  not  only  ftriftly  juft,  but  founded  allb 
in  reafon  and  equity;  becaufe  this  inordinate  ^  love 

•  of  the  world  and  the  things  that  are  in  the  world,* 
renders  us  both  unworthy  and  unqualified  for 
tjiofe  divine  enjoyments,  promifcd  by  the  great 
Author  of  our  religion  to  his  flncere  and  faithful 
difeiples.  This  is  his  meaning  when  he  adds,  in 
the  conclufion  of  the  parable, '  many  are  called, 
^  but  few  aye  chofen  that  is,  *  prepared,'  in  re- 
fped  of  tafte  and  difpofition,  to  he  a4mitte4  to 

that 
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that  divine  fcaft,  to  which  all,  without  di'ftinftion, 
are  invited,  who  live  under  the  difpeniation  of 
the  gofpcK 


DISCOUR   SE  11. 

O  N  T  H  E 

PARABLE  or  the  MARRIAGE-SUPPER 

THESE  verfes  are  an  addition  to  the  parable, 
which,  lake  a  beautiful  epifpdc,  ferve  to  illu- 
ftrate  and  enforce  the  moral  intended.  They 
contain  feafonable  admonition  to  all  who  make 
profcfGon  of  the  gofpcl,  that  they  fhoi^ld  add  tq 
their  faith,  *  virtue,'  and  adorn  it  by  a  converfa«» 
tion  regulated  by  its  divine  precepts  j  becaufe, 
otherwife,  t|;ie  ftrideft  profeffion  of  refigion  is  only 
^  a  form  of  godlinefs,*  without  fubftancej  a  mere 
fhcvf  of  zeal,  without  fincerity.  Here  wc  arc 
inftrudled,  that  no  external  priyileg^s  or  honours, 

whick 
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Which  wc  enjoy  inconfcqucncc  of  our  beiiig  mem- 
bers of  the  vifible  church  of  Chrift,  if  not  accompa- 
nied with  the  fruits  of  fubftahtlal  piety  and  right- 
eoufncfs,  will  be  fufficient  to  recommend  us  to  the 
divine  favour  and  acceptanccj  but  rather  expofe  us 
to  his  juft  difpleafurc.  We  will  find  all  the  ciN 
cumftances  of  allufioh,  which  arc  hereufed  by  our 
Saviour  for  illuftrating  this  important  inftrudion, 
full  of  beauty  and  propriety. 

Tile  table  being  fufficiently  furtiifhed  with 
gucfts,  in  confequencc  of  the  laft  unlimited  invi- 
tation, the  mafter  of  the  feaft  is  reprcfented  as 
coming  in  to  take  a  view  of  the  company  who  had 
met  together  upon  this  occafion  ;  when  he  caft 
his  eye  upon  one  man,  who  had  not  on  '  a  wedr 

*  ding  garment,'  that  is,  was  not  decently  attired  as 
he  oijght  to  have  been^  in  honour  of  fo  joyful  a 
folemnity*  As  tb€  invitation  was,  by  cxprefs  or- 
der, addrcflfed  to  all  without  exception,  fo,  of 
courfe,  a  mixed  multitude  crouded  into  the  church 
of  CbriftjaTid  received  the  feal  of  baptifm :  ^  But 

*  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  bis,  and  let 

*  every  one  that  nameth  the  name  of  Chrift  de- 

*  part  from  iniquity.*  He  diftinftly  marks  the 
inward  temper,  and  obfcrves  the  outward  beiiavi- 
our  of  thofe  whoprofefstobe  his  dlfciples,  whether 

E  e  they 
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.  they  arc  fuitablc  to  their  religious  profeflion  or 
.  not.  From  all  fuch  he  cxpefts  the  uniform  pracr 
ticc  of  thofe  virtues  which  are  enjoined  by  the 
precepts  of  the  gofpel,  and  were  exhibited  in  his 
own  example.  *  For  the  grace  of  God  that  bringcth 
^  falvation,  hath  appeared  unto  all  men,  teaching 

*  us,  that,  denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts, 

*  we  fliould  live  foberly,  rightcoufly,  and  godly  in 
.  *  this  prcfent  world       And  again,  *  This  is  a 
^  faithful  faying,  and  thefe  things  1  will,  that  thou 
'  conftantly  affirm,  that  they  which  have  believed 

*  in  God,  might  be  careful  to  maintain  good 

*  works  f  /  There  is  no  figure. more  frequently  or 
fignificantly  ufed  in  facred  fcripturc,  than  when  a 
rcfemblance  is  fuppofed  between  the  excellencies 
of  the  mind,  and  the  ornaments  of  the  body.  Tlie 
virtues  and  vices  that  form  the  diflinguiihingcha- 
radcrs  of  particular  men,  are  reprefentcd  as  their 
peculiar  drcfs  or  habit,  in  which  alfo  confifts 
their  moral  beauty  and  deformity.  Thus,  a  man 
of  a  cruel  and  perfecuting  fpirit,;is  faid  by  the  Pfal- 
mift  ^  to  have  clothed  himfelf  with  curfmg  as  a 
« garment  |.'  In  like  manner,  the  apoftlc  exhorts 
us  *  not  to  ufc  our  liberty  as  a  cloak  of  maliciouf- 

'  ncfs.* 

*  Titus  ii.  If.  12.       t  Ch.  iii.  8.       1  Pf.  cix,  i8. 
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*  ncfs  On  the  other  hand,  Job  fays  of  himfelf, 
Mput  on  righteovfnefs,  and, it  clothed  me;  my 

*  judgment  was  a  robe  and  a  diadem  |.*  The  a- 
poftle  JohndefcribeSjin  terms  quite  fimilar,  the  glo- 
rious ftate  of  the  Ghriftian  church,  in  fome  future 
period:  *  To  her  it  was  granted  that  flic  fliould  be 

*  arrayed  in  fine  linen,  clean  and  white  j  ana  the 
^  fine  linen  is  the  righteoufncfs  of  the  faints  J/  A- 
grceably  to  the  fame  metaphor,  St  Paul  exhorts 
Chriftians  *  to  put  on  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift      *  to 

*  put  oifthe  old  man  which  is  corrupt,  according 

*  tp  its  deceitful  lufts  j  to  put  on  th6  new  man, 

*  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteoufaefs  and 
^  true  holinefs  |)/  In  ft>ort,  not  only  is  holincfs 
in  general  recommended  as  the  beauty  and  orna- 
ment of  our  Chrirtian  profeffipn,  but  the  particu-^ 
lar  virtues  of  which  it  confifts'.are  enjoined  m 
terms  of  the  fame  import :    *  Put  on,  therefore, 

*  as  the  eleft  of  God,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels  of 

*  mercy,  kindnefs,humblenefs  of  mind,  mceknefs, 

*  and  long  fuflferingj.'  *  Above  all  things,^  fays  Pe- 
ter,* put  on  fervent  charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  per- 

«  fctlnefs. 

•  I  Peter  ii.  6.  f  Job.  xxix.  14.  $  Rev.  lix.  8. 
^  Rom,  ^ii.  14.    II  Ephef.  iv.  iz.  24^    4  Coiiof.  iii.  12^ 
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^  fednefs.  Be  clothed  with  humility  ;  a  meek  and 

*  quiet  fpirit  is  an  ornament  of gJeat  price*/  From 
all  thcfe,  and  fuch  like  forms  of  cxprcffion,  it  k 
evident,  tliat  ^  the  Wedding  garment/  with-Ufhich 
every  one,  who  had  accepted  of  the  invitation, 
was  bound  to  be  adorned,  figfnifics  a  •  converfa- 

*  tion  becoming  the  gofpel,'  influenced  byalivciy 
and  ftcdfafl:  belief  of  its  divine  principles.  For, 
vicious  pafiions  and  purfuits  arc  reproachful  to 
our  rcafon  as  men,  fo  they  are  inconfiftcnt 
with  our  religious  profeffions  as  Chriftians. 
On  the  other  h^d,  the  prafticc  of  an  examplary 
piety  and  virtue  makes  us  *  fhine  as  lights  in 

*  the  world  renders  us  not  only  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  church  of  Chrift  upon  earth,  but 
qualifies  us  for  being  admitted  into  that  bleiTed 
fociety  above,  who  fliall  live  and  reign  with  him 
for  ever  and  ever.  ^  Behold  I  (land  at  the  door  and 
^  knock  ;  if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open 
^  the  door,  1  will  come  into  him,  and  will  fup 

*  with  him,  and  he  with  me  f.*  In  order  to  point 
out  the  guilt  and  danger,  as  well  as  the  ihamcful 
impropriety  of  the  pppofite  conduft  in  thofe 
who  rank  themfclves  among;  the  foUpwers  of  the 
Son  of  God,  there  is  here  fet  before  us  the  ar-. 

raignmcnt, 
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rargnmetit,  trial,  and  condemnation  cf  one  who  pre*. 
Itimptuoufly  intrnded  himfelf  into  the  marriage* 
cbambct,  among  the  invited  gucfts,  wtbout  put* 
ting  on  a  proper  drefs  becoming  the  folcmnity. 
It  Is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  he  ventured  on  this 
ftep,  in  the  vain  hope  of  being  overlooked  among 
fo  great  a  number  of  guefts  as  were  affcmbled  on 
this  occafion  ;  yet,  as  this  man  was  one  of  tbofe 
who  were  called  from  the  high-ways,  and  from  the 
f  ftreets  artd  hnc\i  of  the  city,'  to  fill  up  the  room 
pf  fuch  as  had  refufed  the  invitation,  his  prcfent 
drefs  muft  bjc  fuppofcd  fuitable  to  the  poverty  of 
his  condition.  This  circumftancc  lays  the 
foundation  of  a  difficulty  in  pointing  out  wherein 
hJs  crime  confiftcd,  and  afcertaining  the  degree  of 
guiltthat  properly  belongs  to  it,  *  Friend,'  fays  the 
matter  of  the  feaft, «  how  earned  thou  in  hither 
?  without  the  wedding  garment  ^  ?*  The  crime  laid 
to  his  charge  is  fpecial  and  dire£t,  and  aggravated 
by  ievenil  confiderations.  He  is  not,  indeed,  ac- 
cufed  of  a  contemptuous  refufal  of  the  invitation 
itfelf,  which  many  others  had  been  guilty  of,  but 
pf  a  criminal  negledto  appear  in  fuch  a  dre&  as 
this  jpyful  occafion  required*  JIi$  intrufton,  there- 
fore^ 

f  Verfc  12. 
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fore,  betrayed  not  only  the  highefl  difrefped  to  the 
mafter  of  the  feaft,  but  likewife  the  bafeft  (Hifi. 
molation,  in  feating  himfelf  among  his  real 
friends,  while  he  was  confcious  of  the  fccret  difaf*' 
fedion  of  his  heart  towards  him.  The  dif&culty, 
however,  ftill  remains,  namely,  to  reconcile  the 
juftice  of  the  charge  with  the  fuppofed  poverty  of 
his  condition.  It  would  appear  that  it  was  not  his 
fault,  but  his  misfortune,  that  he  had  no  better 
garments  to  put  on.  Why  then  fhould  he  be 
blamed,  and  cenfured  for  what,  as  it  feems,  he 
could  not  help  ? 

For  removing  this  objedion,  it  is  to  be  obfer-r 
ved  thut,  at  marriage-folemnities,  and  other  oc^ 
cations  of  feftivity,  it  was  ufual,  in  antient  time$, 
for  the  boil  to  provide  a  compleat  fuit  of  apparel 
ifor  each  of  the  guefls  whom  he  had  invited ;  and 
we  find  frequent  allufions  to  this  cuftoii},  as  prac- 
tifed  by  perfons  of  rank  and  opulenqe,  both  in  the 
facred  writings  and  in  heathen  authors.  Thus, 
when  Jofcph  entertained  his  brethren,  in  a  prince- 
ly manner,  at  the  court  of  Pharaoh,  we  arc  told, 

*  that,  to  all  of  them,  he  gave  each  man  changes 

*  of  raiment ;  but  to  Benjamin  he  gave  three 

*  hundred  pieces  of  filver  and  five  changes  of  rai- 

<  mcnl,* 
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*  mcnt  *  /  Alfo,  at  Samfon's  marriagc-feaft,  wc 
are  told  he  promifcd  <  thirty  changes  of  raiment  f  • 
to  thofe  who  fliould,  within  the  fevcn  days  of  the 
feaft,  explain  the  riddle  which  he  had  put  forth 
to  them.  Now,  this  antient  ufage  entirely  re- 
inoves  the  difficulty,  and  points  out  the  crime  of 
this  delinquent,  for  which  he  is  fo  iharply  re- 
buked, and  fo  feverely  puniihed  by  the  Mafter  of 
the  feaft.'  It  did  not  confift  in  coming  with  fuch 
apparel  as  he  had  of  his  own,  though  unfuitable 
to  the  particular  occafion,  but  in  nteglefling  or 
rcfufing  to  put  on  the  wedding  garment  which 
was  freely  provided  for  all,  and  would  be  offered 
to  him  before  he  featcd  himfelt  with  the  reft  of 
the  guefts. 

If  we  ftrip  this  circumftance  of  the  parable  of 
its  figurative  drefe,.it  inftruQs  us  that,  as  our  di- 
vine mafter  enjoins  the  praftice  of  univerfal  holi- 
nefs  and  virtue^  as  the  diftinguiihing  badge  and 
ornament  of  his  difciples^  3nd  a  necelfary  condi- 
tion of  being  admitted  into  his  celeftial  kingdom, 
fo  he  hath  furniflied  the  moft  excellent  means, 
the  moft  effeftual  aids  for  that  purpofe  ;  or,  which 
is  the  feme  thing,  that  the  difpenfatiqn  of  the 

gofpel 
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gofpel  is,  tn  all  refpeds^  i:akul|it64  to  purify  anil 
perfe£t  our  nature,  to  exalt  us  to  a  participatioii 
of  the  divine,  and  to  f»repare  us,  by  a  courfe  of 
the  moft  improving  difcipline,  for  relifliing  thofc 
exalted  pleafures  wtiich  arc  at  God's  right  hand 
for  evermore.  Hence  it  is  called  •  »  dp^rin^ 
^  according  to  godlinefs**  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  be- 
caufe  of  its  mor^l  temdency,  and  the  powerful 
influence  it  has  to  promote  a  godlike  tamper  and 
difpotition  m  our  fouk. 

In  the  Jirjf  placc^  tliis  divine  fyftem  of  rcligbn 
delineates,  in  the  clearefl:  manner,  that  rule  of 
duty  which  we  are  bound  to  obferve  as  fiibjeds 
of  the  kingdom  of  God  ;  republifiies  autbctfita- 
tively  that  *  law  of  righteoufnefs*  which  was  ori^ 
ginally  written  in  the  heart  of  man,  but  bow  aU 
moft  obliterated  and  efiaced ;  affords  tbe  ampleft 
encouragement  to  repentance,  by  the  moft  cxten- 
five  promifes  of  forgivencfs  to  the  truly  penitent^ 
for  the  fake  of  •  that  divine  atonement^  already 
offered  in  their  behalf ;  animates  us  to  pcrfeve- 
rance  in  well-doing,  by  the  certain  profpcd  of 
being  rewarded  with  immortal  glory  and  felicity 
in  the  blifstul  prefencc  of  God ;  and  deters  tis 

from 
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irooi  perfiiling  ii),  qr  returning  to  finful  courfes^ 
by  the  mod  awful  denunciations  of  his  wrath  againft 
'  all  ungpdUncfs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men.* 

Farther,  the  gofpcl  teaches  by  example  as 
well  as  precept;  in  particular,  it  exhibits  the 
life  and  chara3er  of  Jefus,  who  is  '  the  author 
^  and  finilber  of  our  faith,-  as  the  highcft  ftan- 
dard  pf  iporal  gpodnefs,  in  which  we  have  a  glor 
rious  difplay  of  thofe  virtues  which  are  ornamen- 
tal to  ou^r  natures,  and  effential  to  our  happinefs. 
By  frequently .  co^^templating  the  perfedtion  of 
bis  cjiaracltcr,  and  peeping  if  conftantly  in  view^ 
we  will  be  inftru^lec},  aniinated,  and  encouraged 
to  make  daily  proficiency  \n  true  wifdpm  and 
goodncfs.  But  that  which  render^  all  other 
means  pf  religious  improvement  effeftual,  is, 
^  the  divine  aid,*  whicl)  is  prpmife4  *  to  help  our 

*  infirmities,'  and  co-operate  with  us  in  working 
put  our  lalvation.  ^  If  ye  then,  being  evil,*  fays 
our  Saviour,  *  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unr 
^  to  your  children,  how  mu(;h  more  Clxall  youv 
^  heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  thcn> 

•  that  affc  him  * ?'  Here  alfo  we  might  point  out 
the  moipal  tendency  and  influence  of  thp  inltru^ 

F.  f  mental 


t  Jfatth.  vii. 


\ 


'  (  726  } 

mental  duties  and  pofitive  inftitutions  of  our  re* 
ligion  ;  the  manifold  advantages  of  a  gofpel-iqi* 
niftry,  *  for  the  pcrfefting  of  the  faints,  and  thfe 
« iedifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift,-  vfhen  duly 
carried  on,  according  to  its  original  inftitution 
and  defign. 

Thus,  the  gofpel,  in  preference  to  every  other 
religious  fyftem,  is  evidently  calculated  to  enlight- 
en our  minds,  to  purify  our  hearts,  and  dircfkour 
conduft.  Or,  to  fpeak  in  the  ftyle  of  the  parable, 
pur  Saviour  not  only  invites  us  to  partake  of  a 
clivine  feaft,  which  be  has  provided  for  our  en- 
tertainment, but  furniflies  us  with  garments  to 
appear  in',  fuitable  to  the  occafion.  When,  there- 
fore, fuch  as  profcft  themfelves  to  be  his  difciples 
bear  no  refemblancc  to  him  in  their  temper  and 
behaviour  ;  when  they  do  not  ftudy  either  to 
know  his  will,  or  to  comply  with  it;  when,  on 
the  contrary,  they  ncglcft  to  improve  the  means 
of  religious  inftru&ion,  and  provoke  his  fpirit  to 
depart  from  them  ;  when  neither  the  glorious 
promifcs  of  the  gofpel  allure  them  to  obedience, 
nor  its  tremendous  threatenings  deter  them  from 
finful  coorfes,  the  guilt  of  fuch  perfons  lies  at 
,  their  own  door,  and  is  greatly  aggravated,  as  it 
flows  from  an  avowed  contempt  of  the  moft  ex- 

ccljcnt 
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fcellenl  difciplmc,  defigncd  for  tramtng  thcni 
gradually  to  the  knowledge  and  pradice  of  true 
religion.  And,  juftly  arc  they  left  without  cx- 
cufe,  who  remain  under  the  power  and  bondage 
of  corruption,  now  that  the  Son  of  God  halth  not 
only  proclaimed  liberty  to  the  captives,  whom  he 
hath  redeemed  by  his  blood,  but  is  always  ready 
to  aSbrd  them  the  benign  influences  of  his  fplrit^ 
that  they  may  become  *  a  peculiar  people  to  him* 

*  felf,  zealous  of  good  works/  "  ^  i 
Tcr  conclude  this  point,  the  mildncfs  of  the 

terms  in  which  the  generous  mafter  fignifies  his 
difapptobation  of  the  condufl:  of  this  preiiimp- 
tuous  intruder,  deferves  our  notice :  *  Friend,  how 

*  cameft  thou  in  hither,  not  having  the  wed- 

*  ding  garment  ?'  This  is  a  circumftance  which^ 
infiead.  of  foftening  the  charge  againfl:  him,  addt 
grtatly  to  the  fever ity  a^ni  fcarpncfs  of  the  re* 
prdof.  It  conld  not  fail,  therefore,  to  make  a 
deep  impreilion  on  his  mind,  when  the  indeeem 
cy,  d'rffimulatlon,  and  bafenefs  of  his  cOnduft,  weje 
i»  this  manner  brouglu  into  his  vie^.  ,  And  ac*- 
cordlnglyj  the  conviQion  he  felt,  in  confcqueiKe 
of  this  rcprehenfion,"  is  ftrongly  txprcfl'ed,  '  he 

*  flood  fpeechlefs  that  is,  he  was  feif-condemn- 
€dj  and  filled  with  (huine  and  remorfe.*  Indeed, 

what 
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vfhzt  could  he  rq>1y  to  fo  juft  and  well  foun  Ati 
a  reproof?  or  what  apology  can  any  one  offer, 
i^ho  afts  a  (imilar  part  tn  his  religious  profcffion ; 
who  pretends  to  regulate  his  conduS  by  one  law, 
and  follows  another  ;  who,  in  words,  owns  Jcfus 
As  his  Lord  and  mafter,  but  in  works  denies  him, 
«  bang  abominable  and  difobedient,  and  to  every 

*  good  work  reprobate  ?*  What  fort  of  behavi- 
our can  we  conceive  more  infolent  and  provoking 
than  this?  Perfons,  however,  of  thisinconfift- 
cnt  charader  are,  in  another  parable,  reprefented 
as  attempting  an  apology  for  their  condud,  af 
the  bar  of  the  fupreme  judge.  They  plead  their 
Chriftian  profcffion  in  general,  and,  in  particular, 
their  diftinguiihing  religious  privileges,  as  a  fuf- 
ficient  title  to  their  being  admitted  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven :  *  When  once  the  mafter  of  the 
^  houfe  is  rifen  up  and  Ihut  the  door,  and  ye  be- 

*  gin  to  ftand  without  and  knock  at  the  door, 
«  faying.  Lord,  Lord,  open  to  us ;  and  he  fhall 
«  anfwer  and  fay  unto  you,  I  know' not  whence 
«  you  are :  Then  fliall  ye  begin  to  fay.  We  have 

*  eaten  and  drunken  in  thy  prefence,  and  thou 
<  haft  taught  in  oUr  ftreets  ^/  In  another  place, 

,  wc 
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t»e  fkid  them  carrying  their  pretenfions  ftili  high- 
er, and  founding  their  daim  upon  thofe  miracu- 
lous powers  and  gifts  received  from  heaven^  by 
the  operation  of  which  they  had  fuccelsfuUy  la- 
boured in  promoting  the  intereft  of  the  gofpel  in 
the  world :  *  Many  will  (ay  to  me,  in  that  day, 
'Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not  prophecied  in  thy 
'  nzme ;  and  in  thy  name  have  caft  out  devils ;  and 

*  in  thy  name  have  done  many  wonderful  works**?* 
Hie  plea  of  both  is  rejected,  and  the  fame  fen- 
tence  of  exclufion  pronounced  againft  them: 

*  Then  will  I  profefs  unto  you,  I  never  knew  you, 

*  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity/  What 
is  the  amount  of  this  awful  denunciation  from 
the  mouth  of  our  Saviour,  when  he  lhall  fit  in 
judgment  upon  thefe  pretenders  to  His  favour  f 
We  ace  thereby  aifured,  that  the  moft  excellent 
means  of  religious  inftru^lion  and  improvement, 
and  the  moft  ornamental  talents  by  which  we 
may  contribute  to  the  religious  improvement  of 
others,  will  not  avail  us  in  the  final  iflue,  nor  pro- 
cure us  admiffion  into  his  heavenly  kingdom, 
without  pcrfonal  hoUnefs  and  virtue;  *  Though,' 
fays  St  Paul,  •  I  fpcak  with  the  tongues  of  men 

<  or 
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f  ot  of  angels,  a;r^d  have  not  cbarity,  I  am  becorne 
las  ai  foanding  brats  or  linkling  cymbal;  and 
^  though  I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  under- 

*  {land  all  niyftcries^  and  all  knowledge ;  and 
^.  though  I  have  all  faith,  fo  that  I  could  remove 

*  niountainSf  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  nothing  j 
^  and  though  1  beftotv  all  my  good$  to  feed  the 
^  poor,  and  though  I  give  tny  body  to  be  burn- 

*  cd^  it  profiteth  m^  nothing  Upon  the  whole,* 
if  the  claim  of  perfons,  who  have  Had  fuch  extra- 
ordinary  marks  of  the  divine  favour  conferred 
upon  them,  will  be  reje^led  as  infufficitnt }  bow 
much  lefs  can  we  hope  for  admiifion  upon  a  plea 
of  privilege^  m  every  refpe^  inferior  to  theirs  ? 

This  naturally  leads  us  to  confider  the  laft  par( 
of  the  parablCf  vi^.  the  doom  pronounced  upon 
this  prefuiiiptuous  hypocrite,  as  ei^teffed  in  thd 
13th  verfe ;  *  Then  faid  the  King  unto  his  fer« 
^  vants,  bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and  take  him  a- 

*  way,  and  cad  him  into  utter  darknefe ;  there 

*  (hall  be  weeping  and  gnalhing  of  teeth/  This 
whole  proccfs,  which  we  find  to  iflite  in  the  con- 
demnation and  puniihthent  of  the  unqualified 
gueft,  ha^  without  doubt,  a  principal  reference 

ta 
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to  that  awful  d^y  of  retribution  '  when  God  will 
^  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  work^/ 
Till  then  j  he  is  reprefented  as  winking  at  the 
follies  and  corruptions  of  mankind,  and  giving 
full  fcopc  to  their  pajffions  j  while,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  over -rules  their  cflFeds  by  his  divine  . 
vifdom,  fo  as  to  promote  the  important  purpofes 
pf  his  righteous  adminiftration ;  *  Thefe  things 

*  thou  haft  done,  and  I  have  kept  filence  j  thoii 
^  thoughtcft  that  1  was  altogether  fucli  a  one  as 

*  thyfelf ;  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  fet  them  in 

*  order  before  thine  eyes  ^/ 

It  is,  indeed,,  fometimes  the  fate  of  hypocrites, 
even  under  the  faireft  difguife,  to  b?  dlfcovered 
to  the  worlds  By  ovcr-afting  their  part,  on  feme 
particular  occafions,  or  by  relaxing  their  vigilancd 
in  ah  unguarded  hour  of  temptation,  they  are  apt 
to  lay  opep  to  infpedion  the  depravity  of  their 
hearts,  and  to  make  a  difcovery  of  tlie  bafe 
and  criminal  motives  which  influence  their  pubi 
lie  conduft.  They  are,  for  this  reafon,  often 
in  danger  of  meeting  with  that  cenfure  and  re-  • 
proach  which  their  diflimulation  deferves.  *  Even 
the  fclf^iccciver  cannot  fecurc  his  own  breaft  a 

thorough 
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(hprough  approbation  of  his  condud,  nor  avoid  th^ 
hurtful  confequences  of  his  own  delufions.  There 
are  many  occurrences  in  human  life  which  ferve 
to  open  their  eyes,  and  point  out  the  unliable 
foundation  of  their  hopes.  It  is  fincere  piety 
and  virtue  alone,  as  diftinguiihed  not  only  from 
what  is  feigned  and  s^ffeded,  but  alfo  from  what 
is  falfe  and  fpurious,  tba.t  can  produce  a  durable 
peace  of  mii\d,  under  all  outward  trials  apd  af- 
^idions.  f  A  good  man,'  fays  Solompn,  ^  is  fatif- 

*  fied  fromhimfelf  j  but  a  backflider  in  heart  (hail 

*  be  filled  with  his  own  ways  '  And/  feysf  the 
Apoftle,  *  not  he  who  commendeth  l^imfelf  is  ap- 

*  proved,  but  he  whom  the  Lord  comipcndeth \J 
But,  after  all,  the  full  difcovery  of  men'^  hearts, 
and  the  public  dcted^ion  of  hypocrify,  vender  its 
molt  fpecious  forms,  will  take  place  hereafter,  at 
the  day  of  final  retribution,  which  is  therefore 
called  ^  the  revelation  of  the  rightepus  judge-; 

*  ment  of  God,  when  he  will  judge  the  fecrets 

*  of  mens  hearts  by  Jefus  Chrift/  Before  hi§ 
fupreme  tribunal  every  myftery  of  iniquity  (hall 
be  revealed  j  evcty  fccne  of  fecret  wickedncfs 
(hall  be  brought  to  light  j  no  lurking^  cocruptioq 

of 
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of  the  hearty  nor  any  deeds  of  dairknefs  and  de* 
ceit^  fliall  efcape  the  notiqe  of  his  all*difcernmg 
eye.  The  anions  of  men  (hall  be  weighed  in  an 
impartial  balance  \  every  heart  fearched  to  the 
bottom  i  and  nothing  will  ftand  the  tefl;  but  truth 
and  fincerity  in  our  religious  profeiGon^  mani- 
fefting  itfelf  in  the  habitual  pradice  of  all  thofe 
virtues  which  are  enjoined  by  the  gofpel.    *  Be- 

*  hold  thou  defireft  truth  in  the  inward  parts  ; 

*  and  in  the  hidden  part  thou  ihalt  make  me  to 

*  know  wifdom  This,  is  a  fcntiment  every 
where  inculcated  in  holy  fcripture.  '  Who  lhall 

*  afccnd  unto  the  hill  of  the  Lord,  and  who.  lhall 

*  ftand  in  his  holy  place  ?  He  that  hath  clean 
\  bands  and  a  pure  heart ;  who  hath  not  lifted 

*  up  his  foul  unto  vanity,  nor  fworn  deceitful- 
My  f/  Or,  as  rt  is  cxpreffcd  in  another  Pfalm, 
^  He  that  worketh  uprightly,  and  workcth  right- 

*  eoufnefs,  and  fpcaketh  the  truth  in  his  heart  J/ 

Finally,  without  holincfs  we  can  n/:ither  adorn 
our  Chriftian  profcffion  in  this  life,  nor  expefl: 
admiffion  into  the  divine  prcfcnce  hereafter. 
Even  a  fmgle  gueft  of  an  unworthy  charafter, 
and  among  fo  great  a  number,  could  not  efcape 
'     "       G  g  the 
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the  eye  of  the  matter  of  the  feaft.  The  church- 
militant  upon  earth  is  a  mixed  fociety  of  faints 
and  fmners  j  of  good  and  bad  men ;  but  the 
church-triumphant  in  heaven,  is  *  a  glorious 

*  church,  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch 
« thing,'  and  all  its  mcmbcrg  fliine  glorioufly  in 
the  beauties  of  holincfg.  Hence  they  are  rcprc- 
fented  in  John's  vifion,  *  as  walking  with  God 

*  in  white  raiment ;  clothed  in  white  robes,  and 

*  having  palms  in  their  hands.*    All  which  ex-  * 
prtffions  denote  that  their  guilt  is  forever  can- 
celled ;  and  that  their  holinefs  becomes  bright- 
er and  brighter,  in  a  continual  and  uninterrupted 
progrefs  towards  perfedlion.  *  And  one  of  the 

*  elders  a  nfwered,  faying  unto  me.  What  arc  thefe 
^  which  are  arrayed  in  white  robes  i  and  whence 
^  came  they  ?  and  I  faid  unto  him.  Sir,  thou  know- 

*  eft :  And  he  faid  unto  me,  Thefe  are  they  which 
^  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  have  wafhed 
^  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood 

*  of  the  Lamb  j  thercforfc  are  they  before  the 

*  throne  of  God,  and  ferve  Him  day  and  night  in 
<  his  temple :  And  he  that  fitteth  on  the  throne 
« (hall  dwell  among  them      Let  us  ferioufly  at- 

*  tend 
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tend  to  the  apoftie's  exhortation  :  ^  Having  there- 

*  fore  thefc  pronufcs,  dearly 'beloved,  let  us  cleanfe 
<  ourfelves  from  all  filthincfs  of  the  fiefli  and  fpi- 

*  rit,  perfefting  holincfa  in  the  fear  of  God  By 
thus  adorning  our  Chriftian  profeffion,  we  ihall 
iidom  our  own  chara£lcr  in  the  eyes  of  God  and 
men ;  and  become  every  day  more  and  more 

*  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the 

*  faints  in  light.* 

♦  Z  Cor,  vii.  i , 
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PARABLE  OF  THE  GOOD  SAMARITAN*, 


THIS  parable,  as  we  learri  from  the  contestt^ 
was  fpoken  by  our  Saviour,  on  occafion  of 
a  queftion  of  greait  importance  being  put  to  hin^ 
by  one  of  his  hearers,  though  from  a  captious 
and  (inifler  defign:  ^Behold,  a  certain  lawyer 
^  flood  up  and  tempted  him,  faying,  Mafter, 

<  what  (hall  J  do  to  inherit  eternal  life  |  V  It  is  a 
queftion  of  th^  fame  import  with  that  of  the  pe? 
nitent  jailor  to  Paul  and  Silas,  «  What,'  faid  he, 

<  fliall  I  do  to  be  faved  J  This  inquiry  is  of  the 
laft  confcquence  to  our  prcfent  comfort  and  fu- 
ture happinefs,  and  ought  therefore  to  ingagc 
the  fcrious  attention  of  every  man.  In  the  cafe 
of  the  jailor,  it  was  the  language  of  deep  convic- 
tion }  it  flowed  from  a  hcjirt  penetrated  with  a 
fenfc  of  guilt,  and  alarmed  by  the  awful  profpcft 

of 
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pf  an  everlafting  futurity;  it  .was  accompanied 
with  a  iinccrc  dcftre  to  know  his  duty,  and  to 
comply  with  it,  ths^t  he  might  pfcape  the  danger 
to  which  he  faw  his  guilt  expofed  him.  But  this 
lawyer  was  influenced  by  no  fuch  worthy  motives. 
He  put  the  qucftion  on  purpofe  to  tempt  our  Sa- 
viour, that  is,  to  make  trial  of  his  fentimentSi  and 
to  difcover  whether  his  doftrine  was  conformable 
to  the  law  of  Mofcs,  in  hopes  of  finding  fome 
ground  of  s^ccufation  againft  him  before  the  fan* 
hcdrim.  Jefus,  without  taking  notice  of  his  ma- 
licious deflgn,  anfwered  him  agreeably  to  the  im* 
portance  of  the  queftion  itfelf.  He  begins  witli 
addrcffing  him  as  one  learned  in  the  law,  of  which 
he  profcffed  himfelt  fo  ftrenuous  a  defender: 
♦What  is  written  in  the  law?  How  readeft 
^  thou  *  ?*  By  putting  this  queftion,  our  Saviour 
not  only  evaded  the  fnare  which  was  laid  for 
him,  but  took  occafion  to  animadvert  upon  an 
ppinion  univerfally  entertained  by  the  Jews,  but 
quite  repugnant  to  the  true  fpirit  of  the  divine 
law.  In  his  anfwer  the  lawyer  gives  2u  fair  fum- 
piary  of  our  duty,  as  contained  in  thefe  two 
great  and  fundamental  precepts.    «  And  he  an- 

*  fwered 
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^  fwered  and  fiud.  Thou  0ialt  love  the  Lord  thy 
«  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  vHh  all  thy  foul, 
^  and  with  all  thy  ftrengtb,  and  with  all  thy 

<  mind  j  and  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf  To 
the  juft  praife  of  this  learned  Dodor,  let  it  be 
obferved,  that  he  did  not,  like  the  Pharifees,  re« 
fer  the  decifion  of  this  important  queftion  to  the 
traditions  of  At  elders,  which,  with  a  daring  im- 
piety, they  not  only  put  on  a  level  with,  but  ck^ 
alted  above  the  written  law,  as  fuj^lying  its  de-. 
fedsi  and  enjoining  rules  of  greater  perfediM* 
He,  on  the  contrary,  gave  a  fair  and  cimdid  ac*' 
count  of  the  mattcfr  as  it  flood  ^pon  the  £x>tin^ 
of  the  divine  prefcription  j  and  accordingly,  our  . 
Saviour  fignified  his  approbation.  <  And  h<  iakt 

*  unto  htm.  Thou  haft  anfwered  right ;  this  do,  and 

<  thou  flialt  livef/   So  far  both  parties  agreed;  I 
but  the  moft  difficult  taik  remained^  which  was  1 
to  reconcile  the  lawyer's  mind  to  his  duty,  and. 
perfuade  him  to  a  thorough  compliance  with  it. 
That  the  matter  ftuck  here,  is  evident  from  tbc 
fubfequcnt  queftion  he  put  to  Jefus  ;  where  we 
obferve  that  he  carefully  avoids  entering  upon  the 
difcuflion  of  any  point  relative  to  tkit  firft  and 

great 
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great  commandment,  the  love  of  Cod.   He  wa^ 
cDnfcioQS  that,  on  this  particular  point,  he  could 
notdifptay  his  charader  to  any  advantage;  he 
bew  that  he  was  not  only  deficient  in  his  obcdi* 
ence,  but  juftly  chargeable  with  many  violations 
of  this  fundamental  precept  of  all  religion.  But 
be  puts  a  queftion  to  our  Lord  with  relation  to 
tbe  fecond  of  thefe  commandments ;  as  in  verfe 
29.  *  Being  willing  to  juftify  himfclf,  he  faid  unto 
^  Jefus,  And  who  is  my  neighbour  ?'  that  is,  be- 
ing much  difpofed  to  fet  out  his  own  merit  in  the 
moft  favourable  light,  from  the  cxzGt  obedience 
He  had  given  to  it/  according  to  the  public  and 
approved  dodrine  of  the  Rabbles,  he  a(ked  this 
qucftaon,  probably  expeding  an  opportunity  of 
retumiQg  fuch  sn  aaufwcr  as  the  young  man  did, 
ttpon  a  iimilar  occafion,  *  All  thefe  things  have  I 
•  kept  from  toy  youth  up      in  cafe  our  Saviour 
had  adopted  their  explication  of  that  divine  pre- 
cept.  For,  according  to  the  opinion  of  thofe 
teachers  of  the  law^  who  fat  in  Mofes's  feat,  this 
precept  was  confined  to  thofc  of  their  own  re- 
ligion or  nation,  as  the  fole  objects  of  their  love 
and  beneficence :  They  taught  the  people  to  hate 

and 
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and  dcfpife,  the  reft  of  mankind,  as  the  enemies 
of  God  and  religion,  whom  they  ought  to  extir- 
pate, if  poffible,  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  as 
their  forefathers,  by  the  fpecial  appointment  of 
heaven,  had  done  to  th^  ancient  inhabitants  of 
Canaan.  Such  is  the  intolerant  fpirit  of  bigotry 
and  fuperftition  in  all  ages  and  countries  where 
it  unhappily  prevails,  and  fuch  its  malignant  in* 
fluence  in  promoting  ftrife  and  hatred  among  thofe 
who  are  brethren  by  nature       ^.  ' 

Our 

*  That  fuch  was  the  fpirit  *of  the  Jews,  efpec'iallj  in 
our  Saviour's  time,  appears  not  only  from  the  general 
charge  of  hating  all  mankind,  brought  againft  them  hj 
the  Heathens  around,  but  more  particularly  from  that 
inftanca  of  the  difciples  James  and  John,  propofing  to 
their  Mafier,  that  he  (hould  command  fire  from  heaven 
to  confume  a  village  of  ahe  Samaritans,  whofe  inhabi- 
tants had  offended  them.  Thefe  two  difciples  were  as  yet 
deeply  tindured  with  the  prejudices  and  narrow  princi- 
ples of  their  countrymen,  and  had  not  tk^n'^4ftibibed  the 
mild  and  benevolent  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  which  afterwards 
difplayed  itfelf  with  fo  great  luftre  in  the  courie  of  their 
oiiniftry.  That  the  Jews,  in  an  age  of  extreme  ignonmce 
and  corruption,  when  galled  by  the  yoke  of  fcrvitudc  \o 
the  Romans^  might  draw  fuch  an  inference,  from  the 

cafe 
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Our  Saviour,  knowing  the  hwycr*s  narrow 
fentiments  on  this  fubjed»  dnd  bis  infidious  defign 
in  propofing  the  qucftion,  inftcad  of  a  direct  aru 
fwer,  recites  a  plain,  but  ftriking,  parable ;  or,  as 
fomc  conjcfture,  the  hiftory  of  a  faft  which  had 
really  happened,  but  without  mentioning  the 
names  of  the  parties  concerned.  Our  Lord's 
intention  was  to  convince  this  learned  doftor,  by 
Hh  a 

cafe  of  the  prophet  Elijah  and  the  mcflengers  of .  Kmg 
Ahaziah,  and,  more  cfpeciaJly,  from  the  divine  cominiffion 
to  their  fathers^  to  extirpate  the  idolatrous  Canaan! tes, 
who  poffcffed  the  land  of  promife,  is  natural  to  fuppofe. 
No  inference,  however,  could  be  more  unjuft,  nor  any 
tranfadions  more  improperly  drawn  into  precedent ;  as 
thcfc  were  aft«  of  righteous  fcverity,  done  on  extraordi- 
nary occafions,  by  perfons  in  public  authority,  and  under 
an  imoiediate  divine  impulfe.    With  equal  reafon  might 
parents  claim  a  right  of  putting  their  children  to  death, 
from  that  particular  inftance  of  Abraham's  off-^ring  up 
his  fon  Ifaac,  at  the  exprefs  command  of  God  ;  a  cafe  fin- 
gnlar  in  all  fefpefts,  and  attended  with  circumftances, 
which,  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  divine  providence,  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  occur :  And,  befides,  the  merciful  inter- 
pofition  of  Heaven  to  prevent  the  final  cataftrophe,  Ihows 
that  no  precedent  was  intended  by  it,  but  meant  only  for 
the  trial  and  itluftration  of  Abraham's  faith  and  obedU 
eoce. 


a  ImBar  exampk,  tli^^^  and  con^ 

ftrufition  of  the  divmc  prccfept,  .^h  rd^fttq 
CHir  nelghboar^  ivas  bbtli  s^bftird  and  uniesifon- 
abk  in  itfelT,  and  quite  oppofitc  *o  the  gtoflinc 
^rit  of  t4ie»law  j  that,  on  the  contrary,  all*  men, 
Without  exception,  'are  to  be  confidered  a$  our 
itcighbours  and  bpethrenj,'  whole  cifcumftances 
require  our  friendly  interpofitlon^  and  to  whom 
V^e  can  aSbrd  a  feafonable  relief.  In  a  word, 
that'hqman  nature  in  diftrefs  is,  of  itfelf,  and  a- 
part  from  every  other  conlideration,  a  fuiEcient 
daim  to  pur  fympathy  and  afliftance.  This  is  e-: 
yidently  the  moral  of  the  parable;  and  all  the 
circumftancas  are  beautifully  ad24>t^d  to  iHtMlratt 
and  confiria  it*  '  * 

•yhe  firft  thing  which  merits  our  attention,  is 
the  aftaing  rcprcfentaf  ion  of  the  diftk^efs  of  that 
unfortunate  pcrfon  who  the  prmcipat  fubjcft  of 
the  narrative :  '  And  Jcfus  anfwerihg,  faid,  A  ccr- 
*,taip  man  wept  down  from  Jcrufalcm  to  Jericho 
«,and  fell  amoi^  ^Wcycs,  which  ftrippcd  him  of 
ffai$.  raiment  and  wounded  him,  ^md- departni, 
^  leaving  him  half  dead  *J  The  barc^  rriation  of 
ftteh  a  fccnc  of  diftrefe,  withom  ^ny  artifiiiial  co- 

■  Iburin^ 
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biiring  or  embellifliment  of  words,  is  fufficient 
to  t<»*ch  every  humane  and  benevolent  heart. 
Whp  docs  not  feel  the  moft  tender  cdmpafliptt 
iForthe  unhappy  fufferer,  and  the  kceueft  indigo 
nation  .againft  the  cruel  awhorsof  his  diftrefef 
Indeed;  perfons  capable  of  perpctratfng  fuch  wk- 
Mneis  as  is  here  defcribed,^  are  not  only  lofl:  to  all 
fcnfc  of  j^uftice,  to  evpry  feotiment  of  humanity, 
to  ia  a.m^ni^  degenerated  into  mere  beafts  of 
p«qrj.tlu^  Inre  the  dcftru^ion  ojE^  their  kin- 
dred animals. 

2.  The  parole  goes  on  to  inform  us,  that  thii 
up&|}uwte  traveller,  whofc  deplorable  fituation 
deinsi^d^d  pityjmd  affiftaiicc  from  every  perfon 
who  .beheld  him^  wais,  Ivowcver,  with  a  cruel  in* 
difercnce  and  contetppti  over4ooked  t>y  two  of 
his  o\m  cowjtryoien,  and  perhaps  his  fellow- 
citizens,  who  happeood.to  pais  that  way,  imme- 
diately/after  his"dilaftcr,*  Firft  of  all,  a  prieift 
gouag  up  to  Jerufaiem,  to  perform  the  duties  of. 
his  G^ce,  on  returning  from  it,  happened  to  caft 
hia  eyes  on  this  objeil  of  diftrefs,  or  poffibly  was 
alarmed  at  fpme  4iftftnce  byhis  mifen^hle  gioans: 
But,  inftcad  of  approaching  nearer  to  inquire, 

into 
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into  the  circumfbnces  of  hts  diftrefs,  of  to  kn^ 
his  friendly  aid,  he  turned  awiy  from  him,  and 
continued  his  joorncy.  Soon  after,  a  Lcvitc 
was  travelling  the  fame  road,  Mrhofe  condud:  was 
ftill  more  culpable  j  for  he  came  up  to  him  where 
he  lay,  contemplated  his  wretched  condition,  and 
went  oflF  like  the  other^  without  any  effort  to  re^ 
lieve  him.  What  odious  chara&ers  are  thefc;  pre^ 
fented  here  to  our  view  I  Men  void  pf  humanity 
and  compailion,  unaffcdbed  by  the  fight  of  a  fel- 
low creature  in  the  moft  deplorable  circumftan- 
ces  of  diftrefs,  and,  what  is  worfe,  perfms  of  a 
religious  profeffion,  fcrvants  of  the  Moft  High, 
and  minifters  of  his  fanduary,  ailing  fo  unlike 
that  benevolent  mafter  whom  they  ferved ;  in^ 
terceffors  with  God  for  the  people,  without  any 
feeling  of  their  wants  or  (fiftrefles }  public  teach-* 
crs  of  religion  void  of  charity,  though  one  of  its 
moft  effential  duties  and  principal  ornaments. 
Such  were  the  Jewifli  priefts  in  general,  at  this 
period,  as  reprefented  in  the  gofpel4iiftory  ;  fu- 
perlatively  zealous  in  ritual  fervices,  while  they 
negleded  ^  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  ju- 
*  ftice,  mercy,  and  faith/ 

3.  Farther,  the  parable  reprefcnts,  that  this 
diftreffed  perfon,  fo  lhamefully  negle&ed  and  un- 

pitied 
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jjiticd  by  hid  countrymen,  was  at  laft  gcncf oufly 
•  fclicvcd  by  a  tender-hearted  Samaritan  j  not  only 
a  ftrangcr,  but  an  enemy  to  the  commonwealth 
of  Ifrael.   •  But  a  certain  Samaritan,  as  he  jour- 

*  neyed,  came  where  he  was ;  and,  when  he  faw 
« him,  he  had  compaffion  on  him,  and  went  to 
<  him,  and  bound  up  his  wounds,  pouring  in  oil 

*  and  wine  ;  and  fet  him  on  his  beaft,  and  brought 

*  him  to  an  inn,  and  took  care  of  him.  And  on 
^  the  morrow,  when  he  departed,  he  took  out 

*  two-petice,  and  gave  them  to  the  hoft,  and  faid 

*  unto  him,  Whatfoevcr  thou  fpendeft  more, 

*  when  I  comfe  again  I  will  repay  thee  Be- 
tween the  Jews  and  Samaritans,  we  arc  told, 
there,  was  the  moft  implacable  hatred,  on  account 
of  certain  differ cncis  in  matters  of  religion. 
Though  originally  defcended  from  the  fame  an-* 
ccftors,  worfliippers  of  the  fomc  God,  and  even 
according  to  the  rites  of  Slofes,  yet  they  were 
more  incenfed  againft  each  other  than  againfl  any 
of  the  idolatrous  nations  around  them.  The  Sa- 
maritans were  a  fort  of  fchifmatics  from  the 
Jcwifli  church,  having  erefted  a  temple  upon 
Mount  Gerizim  in  oppofition  to  that  at  Jerufa- 

lem. 
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iem.   *  The  Jews  have  no  dealings  with  the  Si-' 
^  mmtans      laid  tbe  woman  of  that  <^tthtry,  to 
wham  <mr  Lord  appUcd  for  w^t^f  -  tp  drink;. 
They  not  oiAy,  bad  no  civil  intercomic  with  thcnj;^ 
but^  on  all  occafion^  tr^ted  them  a$  eaemtes  of 
God  and  veligion,  which^  we  may  eafily ;  believe^ 
did  aot  fail  to  produce^  on  their  part,  a  recipra^ 
cal  hatred  and.  aniraofity,   B^t^  fo.deep  root^ 
is  the  -priacipleiof  cqmpaJCon  in  the  heart  of  Qsan^ 
that  ca[en.the.'mo(t  contoaded  (e)igioi»>feniiineqtti 
areB0t  aUe^  in  oeiiUiincafic^^tp  liij^refsit^  Tbi^b; 
indeed  may,  acGor4tng  to  their  /native  tett4^cy^^ 
weaken,  by  di^reef^  its  influence^  but  feldooL, 
will  they  preiatly  at  Icsaft,  not  without  the  greatf^ 
eft  ftfUggle,  entirety  to  extinguiih  it.    Tbe  hearty 
will  be  apt  to  recoil,  nay,  to,  rebel  againft  fo  un- 
natural, and  unworthy  a  condud. .  A  ftrocty  tan 
ftance  of  this  we  have  before  us,  in  the  behavioui^ 
of  the  good  Samaritan,  who,  thougli  under  the 
fluenqc  of  thofe  prejudices,  common  to  his  coim«^ 
try  men,  was  yetfo  fenfibly  touched  with  the.|irt* 
fent  fcenc  of  diftref$,  that  he  generpuflly  refci^ 
the  Jew,  and  relieved  an  enemy. .  This  affords  uaa^ 
noble  proof  that  compailioiv  is  natural  tothe  midd 

.      "  '  .of 
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p(  fiian;  arid 'deeply  v^rboght  into'  our  veryvframe 
aodtbttftitulkiii;:  and  that  the  iirft  '  movements 
ofiiliis  bpnevQlcflt  iiifttnS  are'  independent  pf  all 
deliberate  views  oS  intereft,  and  exert  theirifclves 
sweccedi^nlly  to  thofefelfiflir  reflexions,  into  "which 
fome  would ent^dy  refolvc  it.  But  what  i$ 
ctriefiy  ip  be  rcaiarked  for.  onr  aat(;u£lion'is,  .that 
the  coaiiia$oq*of  die  Samaritan  was  not/idle  aod 
)na&ive,  'Vcntiog  .itf^lf  nrerely  in  Bnavailing.  tears, 
or  frmtle&^wi^bes,^  iout  made-  him  exert .  liim&lf, 
(o  the  itftioolt  of  l)i$  powqr-,  fo»  tbe  cdief^and 
cooi^rt  pf  (hi^  unfortunate  fkranger.r  .>How 
frieodly.  and  generous  was  i^e  part  he  adcd  on 
this^occafkin,!  How  feafoQablc  the  reUef  j^which 
he  afforded  i  how  ki^d  and  effedual  the  taififtance 
^^ga^re  him,  every  way  fuited  to  the  circumftan* 
CCS  his  difttcfs,  and  the  .urgency ,  of  .the  -cafe  ! 
Itwas,  ifideed^'  an.in^ee  of  truly  noble  and 
.difixKtpre(tc9(l  gppdnefs,  andaipf  .  this  view  is  qynpha- 
tmHy/ecommcnded  by  our  Saviour,)  |n:  tkt  ap? 
•pliO|^oit<)f  tb'j3  pars^bte.  .  ? 

|)^t,  before  wp^<lyaacc  further  ia^ha.ea[|Jam- 
tioQ  ttf  tfee  parable,  it  may  not  be  iuiprcper  to  re- 
flcft  a.litti^  Qji  t^e  admirable  property  and  deco- 
rum with  ni^iich  the  circumftanccs  of  it  arc  ad- 
juftcd,     prdf  r  to  exhibit  Ac  charafter  of  the 

Samaritan 
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3ainarftan  in  the  moft  favonrablc  fight*  We 
have  already  obfenred,  that  the  man  whofe  4t*> 
ftrefiful  fituatian  is  here  reprefented,  is  fqppofied  to 
be  a  Jew,  an  inhabitant  of  Jenifalem  or  Jericho« 
Had  the  parable  only  reprefimted  one  Jew  or  Sa<* 
maritan  fuccourtng  another  of  the  (ame  country 
and  religion,  it  would  not  have  conveyed  the  iii<r 
ftrudion  defigned  by  our  Saviour.   Or,  had  the 
cafe  been  put  of  a  Jew  fo  gcneroufly  difpofed,  at 
to  have  afforded  relief  to  the  Samaritan  in  diftrdfs, 
neither  would  this  fo  properly  have  anfwered*his 
purpofe,  of  dete&ing  the  erroneous  principlea  of 
this  lawyer  with  regard  to  the  cxercife  of  bene* 
iicence.  He  might  eafily  have  evaded  the  con-* 
vi€tion,  by  allcdging  that  (t  was]  an  a^  of  cx^ 
traordinary  heroic   virtue,  and  which  he  was 
under  no    exprefi  or  formal   obligatioQ  to 
perform  ;  or  poffibly  he  might  have  viewed 
it  in  a  different  point  of  light,  and  even  cenfu* 
red  it  as  highly  improper,  if  not  irreligious^  So 
fatal  a  tendency  hath  blind  zeal,  and  the  fpirtt 
party,  to  root  out'humanity,  and  transfocm  men 
into  mere  lavages,  who  wantonly  riot  in  the  bk>Qd 
of  their  fellow  creatures  f.  But,       the  ca(e  is 

raid 
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kH  by  Qur  Saviour  in  tht  parable^  of  a  Jew  la  the 
utmoft  danger  and  diftrefs,  fuccourcdby  the  kind- 
ne6  of  a  ^amaritan^  it  cpuld  not  fail  to  convince 
the  la^ycr^  in  fpitc  of  jail  his  pfjajudiccs,  that  fuch  a 
liumanc  difpofuion  was  both  morally  cxcdlent 
and  amiable ;  and  how  juft  and  reafonabk  it 
woqld  have  been  for  him,  or  any  othct  Jew,  to 
jmvc  a£lcd.  the  fame  friendly  part  to  a  Satnaritan 
io  like  diftrcfs.     This  leads  us  to  confider, 

4*  The  application  of  the  parable  for  tbc  inftruc^ 
tion^of  the  Iwycr,  apd  what  cffcft  it  had  to  con* 

I  i  vincc 

that  it  was  cuftomary,  upon  an  anniverfary  day^  <  to  ei^* 
Uommumcate  and  qurfe  the  Sams^ritans^  by  the  facred 
'  name  of  God,  by  t&e  glorloiis  writing  ot  the  tables,  and 

*  bydic  curfc  of  the  upptr  and  lower  houfe  of  judgmcnE/ 
They       p«bMcly  taught  in  their  fchools,  *  that  no.lfr^l 

'  •  Htc  (houid  b^ ,  p»t  to  dvath  for  kiHing  a  Gentile^  becauie 
*■  he  watf  net  his  n€ighbo^r^  Tbey  adn^itted,  i^^d^  (ji^et 
'  a  Jew  onght  not  tg  put  a  Gentile  to,  death;,  eitcept  in, 

*  the  csdc  of  open  war ;  bu;t  they  maintained,  at  the  fftnue 
'  dmc  j  that,  if  a  Jew  la,W  ^  Gentile  iix  hazard  of  death,  he 
'  was  ander  no  obHgation  to  fare  liis  life,  though,  it  were 

*  iahispowertpdoit.'  Thrfe ftamcfiU and mhwnan m»xinis^ 
they  tbojaght  ftill  more  binding  upon  them  in  their  con- 
do^ft  towards  the  Samaritans,  whom*  they  viewed  with, 
greater  aycrfipn  than  any  of  the  Qentilcs, 
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vihce  him  of  his  fprmcr  errors,  at  kaft,  to  draw  frojn 
him  an  involuntary  cpnfcffion  of  the  truth.  Our  Sa- 
viour bavipg  finiihed  his  affc£ting  narrative,  p.ut$ 
the  qucftion  to  him,  ^  Which  now  of  the^  three  was 

*  neighbour  to  him,  that  fell  among  the  thieves^?' 
That  is,  which  of  thofe  three  pcrfons,  who.  had 
wiincffed  his  diftrefs,  was,  in  the  moral  fcnfc  of 
the  exprcflion,  and  according  to  the  juft  import 
of  the  diyiiic  precept,  the  poor  man's  neighbour  \ 
Whether  the  Prieft  and  the  Lcvite,  who  palTed  by 
.?fnd  ncgle^acd  him,  although  of  the  (ame  country 
and  religious  perfuafipn  with  him  j  or  the  Sa- 
maritan, yvhoy  though  an  enemy  both  to  the 
civil  and  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  of  the  Jews,  fo 
^eneroully  relieved  andaffiftcd  him  in  his  diftrefs  ? 
This  queftion  was  fo  dirc£t,  and  arofe  fo.  natu- 
rally from  the  circumftances  of  the  parable,  that, 
how  reludant  fpever  to  own  his  conviaion,  he  ' 
was  conftrained,  either  to  be  totally  fiJent,"  of 
to  give  a  dccilive  anfwer  t    *  And  he  faid.  He 

♦  that  fliewed  mercy  on  him  |/  It  was  impofliblc 
to  affert  that  the  Prieft  or  the  Levite  was  his 
neighbour,  whofe  condud,  on  this  occafion,  was 
Jnconfiftent  even  with  their-  own-  notipns,  con- 

tra&ed 
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tradcjd  as  they  .were,  of  brotherly  affcftion.  He 
was  under  a  ncceffity  of  conf effing  the  truth,  and 
confcqiiently  of  admitting  the  reciprocal  obliga- 
tion of  a  Jew  tb  a£l  a  like  generous  and  compaffi- 
onate  part  to  a  Gentile  or  Samaritan  in  like  cir- 
cumftances.    There  is  indeed  no  difpofition  of 
mind  mdre  worthy  of  our  eftccm,  or  more  attrac- 
tive of  our  love  and  aiFedtion,  than  that  univer- 
fal  and  difinterefted  benevolence  by  which  we 
lharc  in  the  joys  andfufferin^s  of  our  fellow  crea- 
tures.   To  aft  under  the  influence  of  this  divine 
principle,  is  moft  becoming  us  as  reafonable  and 
moral  agents;  nor  is  any  thing  more  conducive  to 
our  real  glory  and  felicity.  When  fuch  an  amiable 
ciiaraftcr  is  delineated  in  the  faithful  page  of  the 
hiftorianj  though  in  the  moft  diftant  ages  of  an- 
tiquity, nnich  more  when  we  fee  it  exhibited  in 
real  life,  it  is  natural  for  the  heatt  to  take  part, 
and  to  be  fmitteil,  in  the  riioft  powerful  manner,, 
with  the  love  of  goodhcfs.    We  become  immedi- 
ately fenfible  of  a  fecret  attachment  to  the  per- 
sons who  are  poffcfled  of  it  ;  we  efteem  and  reve- 
rtncc  them  as  public  bencfaftors ;  we  find  our- 
felvc§  deeply  intereftcd  In  the  fuccefs  of  their  ge- 
nerous undtrtakiiigs  ;  and  we  cannot  help  fuffer- 
ing  with  them  in  their  diftreffes :    *  For  a  good 

*  man 
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*  man  fomc  would  even  dare  to  die*  So  natural  Is 
the  rcfpca  and  veneration  we  feel  for  fuch  charac- 
ters, that  even  thofe  of  the  moft  fclfifh  difpofi- 
tions,  when  not  blinded  by  pcrfonal  prejudice  or 
fomd  prefent  intereft,  rauft  approve  the  beneficent 

*  a^Wotis  of  fuch  generous  fpirits,  who  fecm  to  live 
only  for  the  good  of  mankind.  And  fo  power- 
ful and  irrefiftible  is  the  force  of  truth,  efpcctally  in 
matters  of  moral  ol^^tlon,  when  fairly  prefented 
to  the  mind,  and  (ubmittcd  to  the  decifion  of  rea- 
fon  and  confcience. 

From  this  beautiful  and  affeding  parable,  thus 
itiuftrated,  feveral  important  inflrudions  may  be 
fairly  deduced,  and  appear  to  be  comprehended 
under  its  general  defign. 

h  we  may  hence  learn  whom  we  ought  to 
regard  as  our  neighbours  and  brethren,'  agreeable 
to  the  true  fenfe  and  fpirit  of  the  divine  law.  To 
put  the  queftion,  as  the  lawyer  did,  *  Who  is  my 

^  neighbour  ?'  is,  in  other  words,  to  aik  what  pcr- 
fons  are  intitled  to  our  fympathiy  and  afliftance, 
^hen  their  fituation  requires  it ;  and  whofe  fricnd- 
fliip,  humanity,  and  proteftioh,  we  have  a  right  ta 
cxped,  when  in  firailar  diftrefs  ?  Wc  arc  here  taught 
that  this  appellation  is  not  to  be  confined  to  our 
particular  friends^  or  acquaintance,  far  lefs  to  our 

Idndrcd 
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kindred  and  relations ;  to  thofc  who  arc  of  the 
£ime  religious  fentiments  with  ourfdvcs,  fuch  as 
are  members  of  the  fame  ciyil  fociety,  and  the 
fame  cotintry ;  but  that  all  mankind,  cren  ftrangers, 
nay,  enemies  themfelvcs,  are  included  under  the 
divine  precept:  In  a  word, that  human  nature  in 
diftrefs  is  a  proper  objed  of  our  pity  and  con^ 
paffionate  aiC(lance,as  often  as  we  have  opportu- 
nity, and  are  able  to  afford  relief.  This  parable 
is  excellently  adapted  to  deted  and  cxpofeto  juft 
ccnfure,  that  falfc  Tpecics  of  Chriftiad  charity 
which  is  circumfcribed  within  the  narrow  circle, 
which  nature  or  accident,  private  intereft,  or  per* 
fonal  obligation,  have  drawn  around  us  ;  and  e- 
fpeciaJly,that  confined  and  contraded  fpirtt  which 
a  divcrfity  of  fentimcnt  in  matters  of  region 
is  apt  to  infpire.  The  good  Samaritan  lent  his> 
friendly  aid  to  the  diftrefled  Jcw^  without  bark- 
ening to  any  of  thoife  pecvift  and  invidious  reflec- 
tions which  a  party-fpirit  would  naturally  have 
fuggeftcd  to  check  the  generous  principle  in  his 
breaft.  He  was  influenced  by  no  mercenary  mo- 
tives, no  felfifli  or  interefted  views.  He  couid 
not  flatter  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  any  recom-^ 
penfe  or  reward  in  this  prefent  life,  unlefs  it  was 
the  generous  plcafurc  of  doing  good,  and  ading 

agreeably 


agreeably  to  the  didiates  of  duty  and  confciericeV 
His  condud  was^'  in  allrefpeds,  noble  and  difmte' 
rcfted,  and  worthy  of  imitation. 

2.  Th$  parable  ferves  alfo  to  mftrud  us  as  to 
the  nature  of  that  love  we  owe  to  our  brethren 
of  mankind^  and  what  eSe£ts  it  ihould  produce 
in  our  conduft  for  their  advantage : '  The  end  of 

*  the  commandment  is  charity*,  fays  Paul,  *  out  of 
^  a  pure  heart,  and  of  a  good, conference,  ?md  of 

*  faith  unfeigned  Wherever  this  divine  princi- 
ple reigns  in  the  heart,  and^  forms  the  inward^ 
temper,  it  will  ihew  its  influence^  not  mefely  in, 
foothing  words  and  empty  profeilions^  but  in  ac- 
tual endeavours  to  relieve  the  diftreffcd*  Neither, 
will  it  evaporate  in  fruitlefs  fighs  and  wifhes^  but 
prompt  us  to  do  them  real  fervices,  and  the  bed 
in  our  power.   *  If  a  brother  or  fifter  be  naked 

*  and  deftitute  of  daily  food,  and  one  of  you  fay 
^  unto  them.  Depart  in  peace,  be  ye  warmed  and 

*  filled  }  notwithftandijig  ye  give  them  not  thofc 

*  things  which  are  needful  to  the  body,  what  doth 

*  it  profit  f?*  To  the  fame  purpofe  the  appftle 
Peter  exhorts  Chriftians, «  Above  all  thrags,  have 

*  fervent  charity  among  /yourfelves  J.'   And  a- 

gain^ 
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jjaini  *  Sec  that  yc  lovc  one  another  with  a  puM 
f. heart  fervently.'    Farther-,  as  our  love  muft  be 
fincerc  and  without  diffimulation,  fo  it  ought  to 
he  no  Icfs  purged  from  vanity  or  oftcntation.  lu 
the  condufl:  of  the  charitable  Samaritan,  we  fee  no-r 
thing  of  the  fpirit  of  the  Pharifees,  ^  who  did  their 
f  ahns  before  men  to  be  leen  of  them.*  Such  mean 
and  mercenary  views  tarnilh  the  beauty  and  de- 
pretiate  the  value  of  beneficent  anions,  render- 
ing them  fpecious  and  fplendid  appearances  of 
goodnefs,  while  they  are  indeed  nothing  more  thai^ 
facrifkes  to  vanity  and  felf-applaufe.  For  this  rea- 
fon  our  S^iviour,  in  the  fdre-cited  paffage^  recom- 
mends unaffefted  modefty  and*  humility  as  necef- 
fary  to  ftamp  a  real  excellence  on  our  deeds  of 
charity  ;  for  while,  under  this  comely  veil,  they 
iie  concealed  from  the  view  of  men,  they  fhinc 
with  brighter  luft re  in  the  ' eyes  of  God,  who 
juiJgeth  not  according  to  the  outward  appearance, 
but  looketh  on  the  heart  and  reins.  *  Therefore*, 
fays  our  Lord,  *  when  thou' doeft  thine  alms,  do 
^  not  found  a  trumpet  before  thee,  as  the  hypo- 
f  crites  do  in  the  fynagpgues,  and  in  the  ftreets, 
f  that  they  may  have  glory  of  men :  Verily  I  fay  unto 

*you, 


C  «5<?  ) 

« you,  tbcy  have  their  reward.  But  when  thoq 

<  doeft  alms,  let  not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy 

<  right  hand  doth,  that  thine  alms  may  be  in  fecret ; 
^  and  thy  father  which  fceth  in  fecret,  himfdf 

•  (hall  reward  thee  openly 

Again,  the  example  of  the  ^ood  Samaritan,  exr 
hibited  in  the  parable,  teaches  us,  that  our  charityr- 
ihould  not  only  be  a^iye,  but ,  exeit  itfelf  fuit^ 
able  to  the  circumftances  of  our  brethren,  and  al- 
ways in  proper  fcafon  for  their  advantage.  Fo^ 
inftance,  is  our  neighbour  i^  prof|)erity  I  We 
fhould  rejoice  with  him*  U  lie  in  adverfity  ?  We 
fliould  weep  with  him.  Is  he  ignorant?  W« 
(hould  inftrufl  him«  Is  he  living  in  a  profligate 
and  vicious  courfe  of  lifef  We  muft  eiideavpor 
to  reclium  l^irn*  In  a  word,  whatever  we  can  da 
to  footb  the  miferies,  relieve  the  diftrefies,  and  air 
leviate  the.  cares  of  our  fellow  creatures,  or,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  improve  their  virtue  wd  i&-r 
creafe  their  happinelk,  is  all  comprehended  under 
the  general  precept  *  of  loving 'our  neighbour  at 

♦  ourfelves ; ' '  As  we  have  opportunity,  therefore^ 
^  let  us  do  good  to  all  men  f  * 

Laftly,, 

*  Matth.  vi.  2.3.  4.      t  Ga]L  vi.  la 
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Laftly,  The  parable  is  intended  to  inftruft  u$, 
(hat  we  ought  not  to  be  weary  of  i?^ell--oing,  but 
Iboukl  continue  our  gqod  offices  to  thofe  who 
ftsgid  in  need  of  them,  as  long  as  their  fituation 
requires  it,  Of  this  generous  perfeverancc, 
free  from  all  impatience  or  repining,  the  Satna^ 
titan  was  an  eminent  cxaniple.  He  not  only 
catered  upon  his  bt:neyoIcnt  work  with  zealj 
and  C3i^cjrted  bimfclf  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power 
for  the  prefent  relief  of  this  qnfortunate  ftranger, 
but  rnads,  %hfi  bel^  proyifton  he  cpuld  for  b.ia  fu- 
ture recovery.  How  unlike  in  temper  and  charac« 
ter  to  thpfe^defcribed  by  the  prophet,  ^  whofe  good- 
^  nefe  is  as  the  moj  nmg  cloud,  an4  the  early  dew, 
*  which,  ctuickly  paffcth  away  ?*  The  Igve  of  ma* 
ny  is  of  fq  unftc£^dy  a  natutr,  that  it  foon  waxeth 
cold  after  ih^  firft  tranfport  is  over,  and,  like  a 
flalh  of  lightning,  it  blazes,  aj7d  is  extinguiflicd  in 
a  moment.  The  view  of  any  feene,  or  objeft  of 
diftreb,  while  immediately  under  their  eye,  will 
perhaps  touch  ihem  in  a  very  fenfibic.  manner, 
and  infpirc  them  with  generous  fentimcnts 
and  fcfoliitjons  ;  but  the  impreffionis  fodn  loft,  a- 
itiidft'  thofe  vain  am ufe meats  and  purfulis  by  which, 
they  arc  fo  much  cngroffed.  It  is  a  common  and 
%  very  pernicious  effeft  of  profperity  upon  the 
K  k  mindji^ 


(  ) 


mtnd,  that  it  is  apt  to  produce  a  certain  caltouf; 
ncfs  and  infcnCibility  of  heart,  to  the  diftreflfcs  of 
mankind :  *  They,'  fays  the  prophet,  *  that  lie  upon 

•  beds  6f  ivory,  and  ftrctch  themfclves  upon  their 
^  couches,  and  eat  the  lambs  out  of  the  mtdft  of 
^  the  flock,  and  the  calves  out  of  the  midft  of  the' 
^  ftall,  that  chs^nt  to  the  found  of  the  viol,  and 
« invent  to  themfclves  inflruments  of  mufic,  that 

*  ^  drink  wine  in  bowl3,  J^nd  anoint  thcmfelyes  with 
*!  chief  ointments,  arc  not  grieved  for  the  afflic- 

*  tions  of  Jofcph  ^/  It  might  be  of  grc^t  ufe, 
therefore,  to  foften  the  heart  and  hunianize  the 
foul,-**to  infpire  that  tendernefs  and  fenfibilitjr 
which  nature  diftates,  and  religion  enjoins,  if  tbofc 
who  abound  in  riches  could  condefcend  to  vifit, 
fonietimes,  the  abodes  {of  diftrefs,  and  ferioufly 
contemplate  tbofe  <omplicated  miferies  to  which 
fuch  numbers  of  their  fellow-creatures  are  (ub^ 
jeded,  almoft  without  mtermifnon.  What  fenti- 
ments  of  gratitude  to  God,  and  compafiion  to  their 
affli&ed  brethren,  might  not  fuch  a  view  of  ha-* 
man  wretchednefs  excite  in. their  hearts?  ^  It  is; 
f  better^'  fays  Solomon,  *  to  go  to  the  houfe  o4 

*  mourning, 

f  Amps  yi-  4*  5.  6. 


*  motiiming,  than  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  feafting,  for 
that  is  the  end  of  all  men,  and  the  living  will  lay 

'  it  to  his  heart.   Sorrow  is  better  than  laughter^ 

*  for^  by  the  fednefs  of  the  countenahce,  the  heart  is 

*  made  better.   The  heart  of  the  wife  is  in  the  , 

*  houfe  of  mourning  ;  but  the  heart  of  fools  is  in 

*  the  hoiife  of  mirth  "^.^ 

Let  us  all  be  perfuaded,  according  to  the  cx^ 
hortatton  of  our  SavioUr  to  the  Jcwifli  lawyer,  to 

*  go,  and  do  likewifc.*  Let  us  imitate  an  example 
which  we  muft  approve  and  admire.  Let  us  re- 
gard every  man  as  *  our  neighbour*  who  ftands  in 
need  of  our  affiftanccj  and  every  man  as  our  bro- 
« thcr*  who  partakes  df  the  lame  nature,  and  who  is 
cxpofcd  to  the  fame  calamities,  and  capableof  at- 
taining the  fame  cverldfting  felicity  with  ourfclVcs. 
Particularly,  let  lis  exclude  every  malignant  fenti- 
mcut  of  bigotry  and  party-zeal,  which  has  a  ten- 
dency to  contraft  our  fouls  j  and  harden  our  hearts 
into  an  inrcnfibiiity  towards  our  whole  fpecies,  ex- 
cept a  little  feleft  numbel-,  whofe  difpofitions  and 
VicWs  are  fo  rriuch  ak'n  to  out  own,  that  our  love 
to  them  is  but  fclf-love  rcflc£led»  Let  us  never 
fv^rget  the  kindred  that  fubfifts  between  man  and 
Mm  J  and  carefully  to  . cbcrifh  tbat  benign  inftinft, 

bx 

*  Eeclcf.  vii,  2.  3.  4.^ 


(.  260  ) 


by  which  «  he  who  fefliioneth  our  hearts  ajikc/ 
hath  ftrongly^conncftcd  us  together. 

To  conclude,  what  a  variety  of  powcrfiil  ttio- 
t'lves  prefentthemfclvcs  to  our  view,  in  ordef  to 
engage  us  to  cultivate  fuch  a  benevolent  temper, 
and  purfuc  fo  kind  and  generous  a  condufl:,  as  is 
recommended  in  this  beautiful  parable  ?  Suffer  m6 
at  prefcnt  to  mention  only  the  example  oiF that  di- 
vine teacher  himfclf  who  enjoins  it.    What'  the 
good  Samaritan  is  reprefented  to  have  done,  ^or . 
a  Jew  fallen  into  the  deepeft  diftrefs,  our  Saviour 
hath  virtually,  and,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  done  for 
mankind  In  general.    Hence,  fomc  pious  writers 
have  viewed  this  parable  as  an  allegorical  reprc-  ' 
fentation  of  his  merciful  interpofition,  in  order  to 
fave  us  from  everlafting  death,  and  reftore  us  to 
immortal  life  and  happinefs.    Zacharias  fpeaks, 
in  fimilar  termst  of  this  fpiritual  and  eternal  re- 
demption, in  that  beautiful  Hymn  of  praifc,  which 
he  uttered  in  the  near  profpeft  of  its  full  accom- 
pliflimcnt :   '  Blcffcd  be  the  Lord  God  of 
*  rael ;  for  he  hath  vifited  and  redeemed  his  pco- 
♦pic;  and  hath  raifcd  up  an  horn  of  falvation  for 
^  us  in  the  houfe  of  his  fcrvant  David :  That  we 
«  fhould  be  favcd  from  our  enemies,  and  from  the 
«  hands  of  all  that  hate  us^, — ^That  he  would  grant 

*  unto 


26i  y 

j     ^  unto  us,  that  we  being  delivered  out  of  the  handft 

*  of  our  enemies,  might  fcrve  him  without  fear,  in 

*  holincft  and  righteoufnefs  befofe  him  all  the 

*  days  of  our  life  ^\  Was  not  our  Saviour^s 
whole  time  fpent  in  doing  good  to  the  fouls  and 
bodies  of  men  j  in  healing  their  difcafes,  helping 
their  in&rmities,  and  relieving  their  manifold 
wants'?  And,  as  his  life  was  devoted  totbefervice 
of  mankind  ;  fo  his  death  was  a  voluntary  facri- 
fice  to  the  juftice  of  God,  for  the  remiflion  of 
their  fins.  Ought  not  fuch  an  example  to  have 
the  force  of  a  thoufand  arguments  to  .engage  us 
to  a  conftant  imitation  of  it  ?  Hence,  the  love  of 
Chrift,  manifefted  in  the  work  of  our  redemption, 
is  not  only  urged  as  a  *  motive  }*  but  held  forth  as 
a  *  rule*  to  dncSt  the  exercife  of  our  charity  and 
bcneficcn\:e.  *  This  is  my  commandment,  *  fays 
he, « that  ye  love  one  another,  as  I  have  loved 
*^ypu  f     or  as  it  may  be  rendered,  <  becauft  I 

*  have  loved  you/  *  Walk  in  love,*  fays  the  apo- 
ftlc  Paul,^  as  Chrift  alfo  hath  loycd  us,  and  given 
'  himfelf  for  us,  an  oficring  and  a  facrifice  unto 

*  God  of  a  fwect  fmeliing  favour  J/  Can  we 
Aiffer  ourfclves  to  be  infcnfibie  to  the  dlftrelTes  of 

our 

•  Luke    68.  69.  70,  71.  74.  75.    f  John  xv.  12. , 
X  Ephef.  V.  2. 
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otir  brethren,  or  refiifc  our  friendly  affiftattce  tot 
their  relief,  when  vre  confider  what  our  Saviour 
hath  done  and  fuffered  foi*  the  human  race  ?  Docs 
it  become  us  to  make  atiy  invidious  or  partial  di- 
ftinftions  in  the  exercife  of  our  benevolence  and 
charity,  when  we  rcfled  upon  the  boundlefs  ex-^ 
tent  of  his  grace  and  mercy  ?  Can  we  indeed  fliut 
up  our  bowels  of  compaffion  from  thofe  fof  whom 
Chrift  condcfccndcd  to  fhcd  his  precious  blood  ? 
Should  we  not  rather  account  it  our  grcatcft  honogr 
to  be  *  workers  together  with  him/  in  promoting 
the  temporal  and  eternal  happinefs  of  out  fellow 
creatures  ?  efpccially,  when  wc  confider,  thfat  all 
mankind  were  involved  in  the  fame  guilt,  expo- 
fed  to  the  fame  dangers,  from  which  wc  arc  deli- 
vered by  the  grace  of  the  gofpel.  T!ie  example 
of  Jefus,  the  merciful  and  compaffionatc  Saviour 
of  the  world,  if  kept  clofcly  in  view,  would, 
under  the  influences  of  the  divine  fpirit,  form  our 
hearts  into  that  benevolent  temper  and  dtfpofi- 
tion,  which  is  the  diftinguilhing  mark  of  his  fin- 
cere  difciples  on  earth,  and  will  conftitutc  an  effcn- 
tial  part  of  their  felicity  in  heaven  j    *  And  now 

*  abidcth  faith,  hope,  charity,  thefe  three  >  but 

*  the  grcatefl:  of  thcfe  is  charity  J.* 

TItE 
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PARABLE  OF  THE  GENEROUS  MASTER 
AND  THE  UNFORGIVING  SERVANT 


IIJ  the  context,  our  Saviour  cautions  his  hearers 
agairtft  giving  juft  ground  of  offence  to  any 
perfon  whatever,  and  efpecially  to  good  men ;  bc- 
cattfc,  being  under  the  particular  protedion  of  di- 
tinc  providence,  the  injuries  done  to  them  will 
Be  punifhed  by  their  heavenly  Father,  as  if  done 
to  Wmfclf.  He  proceeds  to  point  out  the  duty 
of  fueh  a$  meet  ivith  unmerited  H!  ufege  from  the 
world;  againft  which  neither  innocence,  nor  vir- 
tue itfelf  can  be,  at  all  times,  a  fufficient  fecurity. 
He  cxprefsly  pitohlbits  alf  thoughts  of  revenge,  or 
*  iccompenfing  evil  for  evil,*  on  their  part.  He 
enjoins,,  on  the  contrary,  forgivcnefs,  as  the  no- 
blcft  viSory  and  triumph  they  can  poflibly  obtain. 

With 

*  Matth.  ch.  zviii.  23.  to  the  end. 
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With  thi$  view,  he  prefcribes  fome  exteUeot 
rules  of  condu&  to  be  obferved,  in  ca£b  of 
difputes  or  quarrels,  all  of  which  have  a  plain 
tendency  to  promote  peace  and  reconciliation. 
The  apoftle  Peter,  whofe  charafter  in  ^he  gofpel- 
}iiftory  is  ftrpngly  marked  by  a  certain  inqietuoT 
fity  of  temper  and  fbrwardnefs  in  declaring  his 
fentiments,  mixed  with  great  integrity,  propofos 
an  objedion,  in  the  form  of  a  queftion,  which,  no 
doubt,  he  thought  nice  and  difficult  to  be  folved; 

*  Then  caqie  P^ter  ?ind  faid,  Lord,  how  ofteu 
^  ihall  my  brother  offend  againft  me  and  I  forgive 

*  him  ?  Ti\\  fcven  times  ?*  .  Having  profited  f<\ 
far  by  our  Savioyr's  former  ipftru£tions,  |[ecord<^ 
ed  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  this  ^fpel,  as  to  be  fen^ 
fible  that  he  ought  not  to  meditate  revenge  for 
every  offencp,  ai^d  th^t  he  was  bound,  at  leaft,, 
to  fprgive  injuries  to  a  certain  extent,  be  wants, 
to  know,  in  the  next  place,  if  this  general  precept 
admits  of  limitationSj^  and  what  they  ^irc  ?  l|ow 
often  we  fliould  forgive  thofe  who  perfift  in  doing 
ps  injury,  and  fecm  to  t^ikc  encouragement  from- 
pur  patience  and  clemency  to  repeat  their  offen-. 
CCS  ?  The  Applllc,  no  doubt,  thca^ght  that,  if  he 

C0UI4, 

*  Vcrfc  21. 

* 


(   2<J5  ) 


could  bring  himfdf  to  forgive  an  offender  of  fo 
ungenerous  a  difpofitlon^  no  lefs  than  feven  dif. 
Cerent  times,  he  Ihould  certainly  fulfil  the  utmoft 
demand  of  the  law,  which  then  left  him  at  liber- 
ty to  take  bis  revenge.    Our  Saviour  anfwers 
the  queftion  in  terms  quite  fithilar,  putting  a  great 
definite  for  an  indefinite  number ;  •  1  fay  not  un- 
•to thee,  until  feven  times,  but  until  feventy  times 
•  feven      This  is  a  tacit  ccnfure  on  Peter's  difpo- 
fition,  which,  though  radically  good,  was  ftill 
imperfe&and  defedive  ;  he  had  not  yet  learned 
the  full  extent  of  his  mafter's  divine  doftrine ; 
for,  while  he  feemed  to  boall  of  it  as  a  great  at- 
tainment in  Chriftian  virtue,  that  he  was  ready 
to  forgive  injuiies  to  a  certain  degree,  yet,  by 
fixing  the  predfe  'point,  beyond  which  he  was  not 
to  go,  he  betrayed  a  difpofition  to  lay  up  injuries 
ip  his  memory,  and  to  take  foiue  future  occafion, 
when  farther  provoked,  to  wreck  his  full  vcn- 
gcaocc  on  the  oftenciers.  This  breathes  fomcthing 
of  the  fame  fpirit,  with  that  of  the  common 
maxim,  wluch  fpeaks  of  forgiving,  but  pot  for- 
getting aft  injury ;  an  unworthy: fcntiment,  which 
amounts  to  do  more  than  a  bare  fufpcnfion  of  re- 
L  1  vcngc 

•  ♦  Ycrfe 
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ycngc  till  a  more  favourable  opportunity  C)ccur8. 
But  our  IblclTed  Lord  inculcates  a  quite  differenif 
dodtrihe,  and  prefcribcs  a  rule  of  condufl:  of  the 
moft  generous  and  exalted  nature.  He  tells  thecn^ 
that  no  retaliation  o^  injuries,  either  in  deed  or 
in  purpofe,  is  at  all  allowable  by' the  laws  of  his 
^  kingdom  ;  but  that  his  fubjeds  are  bound  to  for- 
give  as  often  as  they  are  injured,  and  their  ene- 
mies difpofed  to  terms  of  reconciliation  {  that  they 
ought  td  render  good  for  evil,  which  has  a  power** 
ful  tScd  to  foiFten  the  moft  obdurafe  oiffc'nders, 
and  difarm  their  refentrocnt^  That,  in  fo  doing,' 
they  would  approve  themfelvcs '  the  gcnuirfc  off- 
fpring  of  God,'*  who  is  flow  to  wrath,'  and  ready 
*  to  forgive  who  is  good  even  to  the  evil  and 
unthankful.  '  ' 

In  order  to  illuftrate  and  inforce  thcfe  impor- 
tant inftrudions,  our  Saviour  introduces  a  moft 
beautiful  parable,  in  which  two  oppofite  charac- 
tiers  are  fairly  delineated  and  placed  in  a  compa- 
rative point  of  view  ;  namely^  tfiafof  a  placableand 
forgiving  difpofitiori,  and  that  of  an  unmctcifur 
and  unrelenting  temper,  under  inUinous  ufagc  • 
from  the  world.   From  this  conttWl,  the  excel- 
lence of  the  one,  and  the  'odioufnefs  of  the  other^  ' 
appears  in  the  ftrorigeft  light.    The  narrative  is 


(  ) 

fimple  and  natural,  and  cloathed  with  circum* 
ftanqcs  adapited  to  the  chara£ter8  reprefented. 
,  The  parable  may  be  naturally  divided  into  the 
following  parts  :  Ttpfl^  The  amiable  clemency  of 
a  fooft  generous  matter  to  an  infolvent  debtor,  is 
fet  in  oppofition  to  the  cruel  and  unrelenting 
con^ud  of  this  very  pcrfon  afterwards  to  one  cf 
iiis  fcUow-fcrvants,  who  owed  him  only  a  fmall 
iUm,  but  was  unMbl<e  to  pay  it.   The  Second^  re- 
jn-efents  the  matter's  juft  rcfcntiiient  of  this  new 
offence,  as  fooh  as  he  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
;  which  he  exprctfed,  by  recalling  his  former 
indemnity^  and  retaliating  on  himfclfthc  ungenc-^ 
rojis  treatment  he  gave  to  his  fcUow-fcrvant. 
The  Liaji  contkihs  the  moral  of  the  parable; 
whichi.  by  fair  dedudlloni  inculcates  the  ncccflity 
of  forgiving,  thofe  who  have  injured  us,  if  we 
would  obtain  fbrgivcricfs  of  our  heavenly  Fai- 
ihcr.. 

We  fliall  begin  with  taking  notice  of  the  feve- 
h\  ci^cumftanccs  here  mentioned,  which  ferve  to 
enhance  the  clenifcncy  of  this  generous  matter. 
He  is  reprefented  as  i  prince  of  great  power 
and  affluence,  having  many  fcrvants  in  different 
offices  of  truft  and  honour,  accountable  to  him 
for  thcii"  raanagcuicnt.    Oiie  of  thofe  who  had 

the 


the  care  of  hi«  revenue,  we  arc  told,  had  cm- 
bezded  it,  to  indulge  a  riotous  an^  ikcniioug 
life,  and  defrauded  his  Lord  of  a  fum  no  lefs 
than  ten  thoufand  talents.  His  generous  «iafl«r 
had  long  exercifcd  patience  and  compaflion  to- 
^rds  him,  which  he  ungratefully  abufed  to  pur- 
fue  bis  extravagant  courfes ;  and,  at  length,  in- 
creafed  his  debt  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  there  was 
no  hope  of  his  being  ever  abte  to  difdvarge  it. 
Aft^r  a  full  inquiry  into  the  matter^  this  equi- 
table mader  expreifes,  in  ftrong  terms^  a  jitft  in- 
dignation at  the  conduA  of  this  unfaithful  ftcw- 
ard,  iflues  an  immediate  order  for  removing  htm 
from  his  office,  and  proceeding  againft  hioa  Ac- 
cording to  the  utmod  rigour  of  juftice. 

This  determination,  however,  was  not  abfolufe^ 
but  coni^tional,  as  appears  from  the  fequct :  His 
Lord  intended  to  alarm  his  guilty  mind  with  the 
apprehenfion  of  his  jud  wrath,  and  to  give  hin& 
an  opportunity  to  follicle  that  mercy  which  he  was 
difpofed  and  refolved  to  grant.  The  puhilhment 
here  denounced  was  indeed  fevere,  but  not 
greater  tha'p  he  delerved,  fand  might  have  been 
inflided  in  its  utmod  extent,  without  smy  reflec' 
tion  on  the  candour  or  juftice  of  his  offended 
xnafter.   He  had,  without  doubt,  a  title  to  all 

which 
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wfaidi  this  infolv«nt  debtor  poflefled,  as  he  had 
been  guilty,  not  inertly  of  miftakej  or  mifmanage- 
ACQt,  but  of  fraud  and  injuftke,  and,  for  what 
he  was  unable  to  pay,  might  have  deprived  him 
efbis  liberty;  and,  according  io  the  cuftom  of 
the  Afiatic  naticHis,  where  the  fcene  of  the  parable 
is  laid,  might  have  fold  him  and  all  his  houfe  for 
fi«ves« 

But  we  are  informed,  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
parable,  thfit  this  fevere  denunciation  had  th^ 
intended  efieflt  on  the  gjuihy  perfon^  and  brought 
him  to  a  thorough  cpnvidlion  of  his  fooljOi  con- 
iuSt.  Scnflblc  of  his  matter's  power  to  execute 
the  fentence  in  its  utpioft  rigour,  he  humbly  fues 
for  mercy,  and  follicits  a  reprieve,  with  ,many 
promifes  of  difcharging  the  debt  during  that  in- 
dulgence. In  what  an  amiable  light  is  the  be- 
haviour of  this  noble  and  generous  prince  repre- 
fcnted  on' this  afFedling  occafion!  *  Then  the 

•  Lord  of  that  fervant  was  moved  with  compaf- 

•  fion,  and  loofcd  him  and  forgave  him  the  debt*/ 
The  fimplicity  of  this  unaffcdled  dcfctiption,  is 
far  beyond  the  moft  artificial  colouring  and  im- 
beBi&mcnt  of  ftylc.   It  is,  indeed,  the  very  Ian* 

'  guage. 
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guage  of  nature,  and  fets  the  agreeable  and  affec- 
ting fcene  immediately  before  our  eyes.  The 
pride  of  riches  had  not  rendered  him  pallous,  or 
infenfible  to  diftrefs,  even  that  which  flowed  from 
vice  and  folly.  His  pity  was  not  prevented  or 
reftrained  by  too  quick  a  refentment  x>f  the  injii*' 
ry  he  had  faflained  through  the  mifmanagement 
of  his  unfaithful  fervant.  On  the  contrary^  his 
heart  dilated  a  conduct  tar  more  fuitable  to  his 
feelings  as  a  man,  and  to  his  dignity  as  a  prince. 
The  convii^ed  criminal  had  only  (bllicited  a  re- 
prieve ;  but  he  geheroufly  granted  him  a  full  par- 
don :  •  He  forgave  him 

.2.  Let  us  next  view  the  unworthy  chara^er 
which  (lands  in  full  contraft  to  that  now  rcprc- 
fented,  as  it  is  exhibited  in  the  after  behaviour  oi 
this  fame  man,  to  whom  fo  much  liad  tieen  for-^ 
given,  towards  a  fcllow-fervant,  who  was  indebt- 
ed to  him  oiily  for  a  fmall  fum,  but  was  unable 
to  difcharge  it.  The  tinrclcntiiig  and  pcremj 
ptory  tone  with  which  he  demands  payment,  dif- 
covers  a  heart  void  bf  every  humane  and  tender 
feeling;  for  it  is  faid  ^  that  he  laid  his  hands  on 

*  him  and  took  him  by  the  throat,  fayiitg^  Pay 

*  me  what  thou  oweft  *  j*  thus,  adding  violence  to' 

•  Vcrfe  «  8: 
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his  threatn'ings,  and  audacloufly  ufurping  the 
power  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  he  himfelf  becomes 
the  executioner  of  the  law.  Who.  does  not  feel 
indignation  at  this  cruel  procedure,  as  an  infult ' 
on  humanity  itfelf  ?  How  feelingly  is  the  fubmif- 
fion  of  the  infolvent  debtor  reprefcnted  in  the 
next  vcrfe  !  *  He  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  be- 
*  fought  him,  faying,  Have  patienCfe  with  me  and 
^  1  will  p^y  tlice  all  This  circumllance  great- 
ly aggravates  th?  cruel  condudl  of  his' rigid  cre- 
ditor, and  ftrongly  marks  the  hardnefs  and  infen- 
fibility  of  iiis  heart.  Had  he  provoked  his  anger 
by' the  language  of  ingratitude  or  abufe,  this  fe- 
verity  might  have  found  an  excufe  j  but  this  was 
fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  the  meeknefs  and 
fubmiffion  of  his  deportment,  under  the  cfFeds  . 
of  fo  cruel  an  outrage,  are  very  aiFeSing,  and 
might  have  difarmed  the  moft  deadly  malice  or 
refcntmcnt.  All  this,  however,  did  not  avail  to 
fpften  hi^  relcntlefs  creditor;  for  it  is  added, 
'  that  he  would  not ;  but  went  his  way,  and  caft 
[  him  into  prifon  until  he  Ihould  pay  the  debt 
This  is  a  ftriking  portrait  of  thofe  mercilefs  cre- 
ditors, who,  from  a  principle  of  dire  revenge,  and 

often 
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often  without  the  leaft  profped:  of  advantage  to 
themfelves,  mflid  the  moft  cruel  fufiierings  on 
their  infolvent  debtors,  in  many  refpefts,  worfe 
than  even  death  itfelf. 

Farther,  the  generous  fhare  which  the  reft  of  his 
fellow-fervants  took  in  his  fufferings,  is  another 
beautiful  incident  in  the  parable,  and  reprefented 
in  a  very  affcding  manner  ;  ^  WJien  his  fellow* 
^  fervants  faw  what  was  done,  they  were  very 
f  ferry  *  They  felt  his  diftrefs  as  if  their  own,  and 
mingled  their  friendly  tears  with  his«  Such  a 
fcene  pf  fympathetic  forrow  muft  have  made  an 
impreilion  on  any  man,  not  deftitute  of  every  &>ft 
and  tender  palfion,  or  who  had  not,  in  a  manncrt 
laid  afide  his  very  nature.  But  we  find,  that 
fieither  their  compalEod  nor  their  importunity, 
which  it  is  prpbable  they  would  u(e  op  t^is  occa« 
fion,  had^the  leaft  in^uenct  (o  foften  the  rigpur 
of  this  inhuman  creditor.  Their  laft  refoutte 
was,  therefore,  to  report  the  cafe,  with  pnc  con-^ 
fent,  to  their  cpmmon  mafter,  from  whofe  ^ell 
known  juftice  and  humanity  they  had  reaibh  to 
expert  a  fuitable  redrefs.  And  this  expedient 
was  not  tried  in  vain ;  which  naturally  leads  us 
tp  confider, 

♦  Vcrf.  jJT. 


Tht  mafter's  jiift  fefentment  of  this  heiv  Und 
^ravated  offence :  ^  I'ben  his  Locd,  after  be 
^  kad  called  him,  faid  unto  him,  O  thou  wicked 
^femntj  I  forgave  thee  all  that  debt  becaufc 
^  thou  defiredft  me ;  fhouldft  not  thou  alfd  have 
^  had  co'mi)affion  od  thy  fellow-fervant,  even  a$ 
'  I  had  pity  on  thee  *  ?'  How  noble,  how  gene- 
rous,  the  fenti-iients  exprefied  in  this  fhort^  but 
feverc  tcfwrdof !  He:  paitits  his  cruelty  and  oppref- 
fioxi  in  the  ftrongeft  colours  ;  particularly  remind- 
ing him  6f  the  different  treatment  he  had  met 
with  from  him^  when  he  ftood  indebted  for  a  * 
much  larger  fum  i  how  generouily,  when  foUicited, 
he  grahted  him  a  i'efpite  from  the  execution  of 
juftice }  nay,  beyond  his  expcfliationi  freely  rc- 
raittcd  the  wholfc  debt.  He  lirges,  with  great 
force  and  propriety,  how  ftrongly  the  reniem* 
branee  of  his  own  wretchednefs.  When  formerly 
fupplicating  for  mcrcy^  in  the  mbft  abjcfit  terms, 
fiiottld  have  infpired  him  with  fcritimcnts  of  com^ 
pal^on  for  his  fclloW-fervant,  in  circumftanccS  fo 
iTimilar ;  and  that  the  repofe  iand  fecCirity,  with  all 
6ther  advantages  he  had  reaped  from  his  niafter's 
demchcy,  otr^ht  to  have  fuggcfled  a  fimilar  con-^ 
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du&  to  hts  fellow-fenrant,  when  in  like  manner 
fubjeded  to  his  power.  The  mafter  having 
thus,  in  the  ftrongeft  light,  fet  his  guilt  before 
him^  revokes  his  former  indulgence,  and  infills 
on  the  mod  rigorous  exa£kion  of  the  law.  This 
change  of  meafures  towards  this  hard*hearted 
fervant,  affords  no  juft  ground  of  refledKHi  <m 
the  condud  of  the  mafter ;  nor  is  it  liable  to  the 
charge  of  inconftancy  or  injuftice,  when  fhfe  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  eafe  are  duly  confidered.  Be- 
caufe, 

ly?,  The  difcharge  formerly  granted  to  this 
unfaithful  (leward,  was  evidently  under  a  tacit  or 
implied  condition  of  future  obedience  and  good 
behaviour.  It  was  a  fufpenfion  ol  punifhrnent 
for  the  trial  of  the  lincerity  of  his  repentance ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  with  a  fixed  purpofe  of 
affording  him  the  full  cffe£b  of  a  complete  in- 
demnity, upon  his  fulfilling  fo  reafonable  a  coo* 
dition.  It  is  proper  to  be  obferved,  that  thte  re- 
miffion  ot  punifhrnent  by  a  king  to  a  rebeUious 
fubje£t,  or  even  of  a  mailer  to  an  undutiful  fer- 
vant,  is  a  dMFerent  thing  from  the  difcharge  of  a 
private  debt.  When  this  is  done  by  a  volunta- 
ry deed  of  the  creditor,  all  obligation  to  make 
payment  immediately  ceafes,  and  the  chtim,  how- 
ever 
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cver  ^  to  itfdfy  is  entirely  cancdied.  But,  in 
iSit  cafe  <^  remitting  puniflimenti  it  muft  always 
be  regulated  by  confiderations  of  a  public  and 
fiolittcal  nature.  Every  a&  of  oblivion  or  indem- 
nity granted  by  a  fovcreign,  muft  fuppofe  the 
ficiture  allegiance  of  thofe,  in  whofe  favours  it 
is  pafled,  to  be  the  condition  ol  enjo)ing  the  be- 
nefit of  it;  becaufe  every  offence  committed  a- 
gamft  him,  is  more  properly  an  injury  to  the  date 
<y  kingdom  over  which  he  prefides.  He  cannot» 
therefore,  confiftcntly  cither  with  his  own  digni- 
ty, or  the  public  lafcty,  remit  the  punifliment  of^ 
the  bw,  nor  rcftore  the  guilty  to  their  forfeited 
privileges  upon  any  other  terms  }  elfe  royal  cle- 
mency would  be  almoift  ever  abufed,  and  its  true 
dcfign  or  purpofe  defeated, 

9dfyy  It  is  no  Icfs  agreeable  to  equity  and  ju- 
&ice,  to  punifh  thofe  offenders,  with  greater  feve- 
^^ty,  who  take  encouragement,  from  a  former  a£t 
of  indemnity,  to  renew  their  injurious  or  treaibn- 
able  pra&ices.  This  is  what  the  honour  and  fe- 
curity  of  the  ftat^,  and  the  fupport  of  civil  autho- 
rity, often  require }  So  that  fuch  heinous  offend- 
ers may  be  laid  to  Suffer,  tho'  indircdly,  for 
their  paft  crimes,  when  they  are,  in  a  manner,  re- 
newed by  abofing  the  mercy  qr  indulgence  ex- 

ercifed 
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crcifi»l  towards  tbctn*  In  fuch  a  cafe,  to  punt^ 
wUh  a  rctrofpefi;  to  offenceg,  of  the  iamc  sistfurf 
already  remitted,  can  be  no  imputation  on  the 
vifdom  and  juilice  of  any  government.  As  to  the 
wicked  feryant  in  Pur  parable,  bis  new  oftaif$ 
was  fo  provoking,  as  to  deferve  the  fevere  pu* 
pifhment  here  denoi^nced,  even  without  any  re^ 
/erehce  to  his  former  crimes,  f  The  Sang,'  fgyf 
Chryfoftpm,  f  did  npt  falfify  his  promife  of  for? 
^  givenefs  ^  but  this  wicked  fervant  t^imfelf^  by  a 
^  fubfequcnt  deed^  defeated  the  purpofcs  of  bis 
f  clemency/ 

Thu$  we  have  confidered  the  parable  in  its  U* 
teral  fcnfe,  s^s  exhibiting  two  charaders  the  moft 
pppofite  to  each  other  ;  the  one  truly  amiable  and 
worthy  pf  imitation,  (he  other  extremely  odiouy 
and  deteflable.  Indeed^  there,  is  np  diiplay  of 
virtue  more  amiable  in  it&If,  nor  more  benefi- 
cial in  its  confequences^  than  that  of  a  forgiving 
.  and  compaifionate  difpofition,  which,  inftead  of 
retaliating  real  injuries,  does  not  rigoroufly  inlift 
on  jufl:  and  legal  rights,  when  it  wpuld  i^ue  in 
the  ruin  and  deftrudtipn  of  others.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  ho  bad  quality  of  the  heart  more 
hateful  in  itfelf,  nor  more  hurtful  to  fockty,  thitn 
rancour  and  implacable  refentment,  under  real 

or 
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0:  fiq^pofed  injiirits,  or  cvea  want  of  lenity  and 
mpidbranoa  bf  fpirit.  One  of  thia  illiberal  caft 
p£  mtpd^  wili  always  infill  on  tbt  utndoft 
raands  of  lav  und  juftice,  without  the  lead  ab^tq^ 
ment,  on  account  of  the  indigence  of  otherst* 
Wbilehe  regulates  his  conduft  by  th^  firi£);  let- 
ter^  without  any  refpca  to  the  ffxrit  and  defigfi 
oftbc  hw,  he  render^  it  an  inftrument  pf  hit 
pruclty  and  oppr<^lIion,  and  gratifies  his  private 
irefentnient^  even  under  the  pretext  of  confcience 
find  duty.  The  cries  of  the  pgor  and  indigent 
ire  as  mufic  to  his  car  }  and  fomttioieSy  withoi^t 
tbc  l^a^t  profptd  of  advantage  to  himfelf,  be 
wantonly  riotsi  in  the  mifery  of.  his  fellow  crea* 
fures,  the  cffe^  of  his  own  inhumanity. 

But,  if  the  exercife  of  clemency  and  modera* 
tion,  oi  mcekneis  and  forbearance,  under  unpro- 
voked injuries  from  our  brethren  of  mankind,  is 
an  objeft  fo  amiable  to  behold,  how  much  mose 
glorifius  does  it  appear,  when  we  fee  it  manifcfted 
in  the  condufi;  of  the  ever  bleifed  God  towards 
hi^  guilty  creatures,  who  are  fUU  offenditig  an4 
provoking  him  ?  To  compare  thefe  two  cafes  to- 
gether, is  the  principal  defign  of  the  parable,  that, 
from  fo  great  an  example  of  patience  and  long- 
fuflFering  towards  ourfelvcs,  wc   may  learn  to 
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restate  oar  condaft  towards  our  offendiog  bre- 
thren, and  in  what  manner  we  ihould  behaTC 
under  the  injorious  ufiige  we  receive  from  them  { 
which  leads  us  diredly  to  illuftrate  the  moral  of 
the  parable,  viz.  That  the  exercife  of  mcrcf  and 
forbearance,  on  our  part,  to  our  tellow-crcatur^i 
is  one  neceffary  condition  of'  our  obtaning  6n:< 
givenels  from  our  heavenly  father,  to  whofe  ju^i^ 
we  are  continually  obnoxious  by  our  daily  offcpc(9 
agsunft  him.  The  argument  is  founded  on  the 
analogy  of  the  two  cafes,  and  proceeds  by  fai|i;; 
dedudion  from  the  leffer  to  the  greater,  which  ^ 
a  Ipecies  of  reafcming  equally  clear  and  co];ivi8h 
cio^.  Let  us  then  take  a  view  of  the  difparity 
of  the  two  cafes  fu{qpofcd  in  the  parable,  in 
TcXpe&  of  the  parties  injured^  the  nature  and 
confequences  of  the  offences  committed,  ;md  t}ie 
incapacity  of  the  offenders  to  make  a  full  and  ,a« 
dequate  latisfadion. 

The  charaders  of  the  parties  injured  or  offend^ 
ed  merit,  in  the ^rjl  place,  our  attention,  as  .this  is 
an  cffential  point  in  eftimating  the  guilt  a^d  the 
nature  of  offences.  In  this  view,  our  offences.a- 
gainft  God  will  appear  more  heinous  than  our 
offences  againft  our  brethren*  Our  prcfumpta- 
ous  tranfgreffions  of  the  divine  law,  betray  not  on* 
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If  want  of  loyalty  to  our  fupreme  lord  and  fove- 
reign,  whofe  dominion  is  univerfal,  but  alfo  wznt 
of  affedion  to  our  heavenly  Father,  to  whofe 
bounty  we  are  indebted  for  ^  life,  and  breath,  and 
^  all  things.'  His  unlimited  authority  is  implied  in 
the  charader  and  title  of  king,  his  extenfive 
beneficence  in  that  of  a  father :  So  that  our  un-  ' 
provoked  oflFences  agsunft  him  carry  in  them,  both 
the  infolence  of  rebellion,  and  the  bafenels  of  mr 
gratitude,  and  confequently  muft  be  confidered 
as  in  the  higfaeft  degree  criminal.   However  ex- 
ited fome  men  are  above  others,  on  account  of 
birth  or  fortune,  of  natural  or  acquired  endow- 
ments;  yet,  in  refpe£k  of  the /infinite  greatne& 
and  excellencies  of  the  fupreme  lord  of  heaven 
and  earth,  they  all  ftand  upon  a  level,  and  the 
mod  important  diftindions  of  human  life  are  be* 
fore  him  ^  Ids  than  nothing  and  vanity/    As  the 
elevation  of  the  hills  and  mountains  above  the 
forfade  of  the  earth,  is  of  no  confideration  in  com- 
puting its  diftance  from  the  fun,  or  even  the  near- 
eft  planet,  fo  the  trivial  advantages  which  exalt 
the  greateft  of  mankind  above  the  meaneft,  when 
compared  with  the  tranfcendant  dignity  of  the 
fiipreme  Being,  and  the  unborrowed  ludreofthe 
divine  perfedions,  difappear  at  firfl:  view.   He  is 

indeed 


indeed  the  greatcft  and  beft  of  beings,  in  xfikotd 
all  perfections  meet  as  in  their  proper  centre,  and 
firom  whom,  all  the  creatures  derive  not  only  their 
exiftence^  but  thofe  Tarious  kinds  and  degrees^ 
excellence  by  which  they  are  diftinguiflied  from 
one  another.  In  a  word,  fovereigns  and  fubje&s, 
princes  and  people,  the  richeft  and  pooreft  <^ 
mankind,  are  alU  without  exception,  the  work- 
manfliip  of  God's  Almighty  power  and  goodnefs, 
the  fubjefts  of  his  righteqjis  government,  and 
accountable  to  the  fame  tribunal  of  infinite  ju- 
ftice,  for  their  condud  and  behaviour  in  this  pre- 
fenthfe. 

How  effedually  would  fueh  exalted  notions  of 
the  divine  glory  ^d  excellence^  and  fuch  humili- 
ating views  ^of  .our  own  meannefs  and  indigence,* 
fttbdue  that  fooliih  pride,  which  intoxiestc^  un* 
thinking  minds  with  Vifionary  ideas  df  own 
greatnefs  and  importance,  inflames  their  paffions 
on  every  occafioiYof  real  or  fuppofcd  ofiTence^  and 
at  the  iame  time  hardens  their  hearts  aga'mft  all 
meafures  of  peace  and  reconciliation  ?  .  Is  it  poffi- 
l)le,  while  we  refieft  that  the  fupreme  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth  treats  his  undmifiil  and  rebelli- 
ous fubjeds  with  fo  much  lenity  and  indulgence, 
that  we  fliould  think  ourfelves  at  liberty  fo  re- 
venge 
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fcagc  the  injuries  and  provocations  wc  meet 
Wkh  from  our  brethren  with  an  unrelenting  fevc- 
rity  ?  Ought  not  fa  great  an  example  to  t^^ach  us 
meeknefs  and  moderat'ion,  not  only  to  ab- 
ftain  from  «  rendering  evil  for  evil,*  but '  to  over- 
« eoaK  their  evil  with  good  ?'  Thus  we  (hall  ap- 
prove  ourfelvcs  to  be  ihc  children  of  our  Father  in 
heaven, «  who  maketh  his  fun  to  r  fe  on  the  evil 

<  and  on  the  good  ;  and  (endeth  rain  on  the  juft 

<  ^nd  the  ynjuft.' '  For  if  ye  love  them,  -  as  our  Sa- 
viour adds,  *  that  love  you,  what  reward  have  ye  ? 
*  Do  not  cvcc  th?  Publicans  the  fame?  Be  ye 
V  therefore  perfeft,  as  your  Father  which  is  in  hca- 
^  vcn  is  perfed 

2»  The  parable  fuggefts  another  circuinftancc 
pf  difparity  between  the  two  cafes,  arifing  from 
the  nature  and  number  of  the  offences  com*^ 
mitted.  The  s^mount  of  the  dan\age  we  fuftain 
thro4ighthe  injufticeofoqr  brethrcn,.is  computed 

the  trifling  fum  of  *  a  hundred  pence  •/  Where- 
as our  offences  againfl:  God  are  fo  many  in  num- 
ber, and  their  guilt  fo  great,  as  to  conditute  a 
debt  of  no  lefs  than '  ten  thpufand  talents,'  It  is 
trv^9  indeed,  that  the  Almighty  ruler  of  the  uni- 
N  n  verfi; 

*  ^atth.  5.  45,  46.  ^8. 
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vcrfc  can  receive  neither  profit  from  our  fcrvices, 
nor  prejudice  from  our  ingratitude  and  liccntiouf: 
nefs.  Here  the  analogy  between  the  two  cafes 
muft  fail ;  becaufe  the  guilt  of  our  offences  a- 
gainft  God  can  never  be  cftimated  by  the  con- 
fideration  of  any  lofs  or  real  damage  which  he 
has  fuftained,  or  may  fuftain,  through  our  mifcon- 
duft.  It  is:  therefore  in  a  figurative  fenfe  only 
that  fins  arc  reprefented  as  *  debts,^  and  fmners 
thcmfclves  as  *  debtors  to  God  ;*  as  in  thcfe 
words  of  the  prayer  taught  by  Jefus  to  his  difci- 
pics,  f  Forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our 
debtors/  As  he  is  our  creator  and  continual  beiK- 
faftor,  we  owe  him  all  fcrvicc  and  homage  to  the 
utmoft  of  our  faculties  ;  and,  when  we  fail  in  the. 
difcharge  of  thcfe  indifpenfible  obligations,  wc 
become  debtors  to  his  juftice,  and  obnoxious  to 
punifliment.  Though  we  cannot,  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  hurt  his  intereft,  or  fully  his  honour  by  our 
offences,  yet  we  may  contra^  the  fame  guilt, 
and,  by  wilfully  infulting  his  fovcrcign  authority, 
and  trampling  on  his  righteous  laws,  may  dif- 
cover  the  fame  cripiinai  difaffedtion  to  his  go- 
vernment as  if  it  were  really  poffible  to  injure  or 
difhonourhim.  The  impotency  of  our  affaults  adds 
much  to  our  folly,  but  takes  nothing  from  our 

guilt* 
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^liiit.  Eliphaz,  in  the  book  of  Job,  thus  defcribes 
the  wicked  man  :  *  He  ftretcheth  out  his  hand 

*  againft  God,  and  ftrengthening  himfelf  againft 

*  the  Almighty,  he  runneth  upon  him,  even  oh 

*  his  neck,  upon  the  thick  boflcs  of  his  buck  - 

*  Icr  Is  then  oiir  heavenly  Father  fo  ready  to 
forgive  innumerable  offences  which  are  daily 
committed  againft  him?  and  fliall  we  inftantly 
take  fire  at  every  infult  or  injury  we  occafiorial- 
ly  meet  with  from  our  fellow-creatures,  *  who 

*  arc  of  like  pafTions^  and  infirmities  with  oiir- 
felvcs  ?    Has  he  gracioufly  promifed  *  to  blot 

*  our  iniquities  out  of  the  book  of  his  remem- 

*  brance,*  when  we  fihcerely  repent  and  reform 
our  coriduflt  ?  and  fliall  we  record  in  pur  memo- 
ry, as  with  a  pen  of  iron,  the  offence^  done  a- 
gainft  us,  in  oder  to  catch  fome  favourable  op- 
portunity that  may  offer  to  revenge  them  ?  How 
tinlike  fliould  we,  by  fuch  a  conduct,  difcover  ouf- 
fcl  vcs  to  be,  to  that  God  whom  we  profefs  to  honour 
and  ferve  ?  How  unworthy  of  his  favour,  or  even 
of  his  demcncy  ?  With  tvhat  countenance  could 
We  follicit  that  mercy  to  ourfelvcs,  which  we  refufe 
to  others  r  Could  we  cxpcft  any  other  treatment  at 

the 
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the  divine  tribunal,  than  what  this  unfaithful  feN 
vant  is  reprcfentcd  to  have  met  with  from  his 
generous,  but  juftly  incenfed  maftcr^  who  not  on- 
ly revoked  his  former  pardon,  butinfliftcd  on  him 
that  fevere  punifhmcnt,  which  this  new  oficncCj 
joined' to  his  former  crimes,  fo  juftly  defervcd  ? 

3.  Another  remarkable  difference  in  the  tw6 
cafes  fuppofed  j  is  rn  refpefl:  of  the  inabilty  of  the 
debtors  to  make  full  fatisfaflioh  for  what  they 
owed.  In  both  cafes,  it  is  rcprefented  as  a  debt 
fo  great,  and  difproportionatc  to  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  the  debtors,  that  no  profpeft  remain- 
ed of  their  being  able  to  difchargc  it.  But, 
even  in  this  refpeft,  a  great  difference  may  be 
obferved  ;  in  the  one  cafe,  only  a  high  degree 
of  improbability  is  fuppofed,  fo  as  to  exclude  all 
reafonable  hope  of  compenfating  the  lofs  or  in- 
jury }  whereas  an  abfolute  impoflibility  of  making 
reparation  is  neceffarily  implied  in  the  other.  In- 
deed, to  talk  of  repentance  as  an  adequate  fatif- 
faftion  to  public  juftice  for  paft  offences,  is,  even 
in  human  government,  an  abfurdity  :  How  much 
more  in  the  cafe  of  ofiences  againft  God,  the  fu* 
preme  ruler  of  the  univerfe  ?  The  being  and  pre- 
fcrvation  of  the  ftate  itfelf  may  fomctimes  make 
it  exepdient  for  earthly  princes  to  pardon  rebel- 
lious 
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lious  fubje&s,  on  terms  far  ihort  of  a  thoroygti 
repeoUoce,  and  to  wink  at  crimed  which  cannot 
bela&ly  punilhed*  Thu$,wjbien  treaion  orfadion 
become  too  powerful  for  the  laws  to  curb  in  any 
kingdom,  unfound  in  its  conftitutlon^  or  weak  in 
its  adminlftration^  fuch  conditions  of  obtaining  par- 
don and  protedion  may  become  highly  proper, 
and  even  neccffary.  But  no  fuch  confiderations 
an  influence  the  conduft  of  the  fupreme  go- 
vernor,  nor  enter  into  his  councils.  He  is  a 
lawgiver  who  is  *  able  tofave  andtodeftroyj'  his 
plan  of  government  is  like  himftlf,  the  *  fame 
*  yeftcrday,  to  day,  and  for  ever  and  admits  of 
no  temporary  expedients  as  a  check  or  barrier, 
againft  the  folly  or  perverfenefs  of  mankind.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  carried  on  in  one  invariable 
courfe  of  wife  and  righteous  adminiftration,  and 
will  continue  fo  to  be  until  all  the  great  and  im- 
portant ends  of  it  are  fully  accomplifhed .  When, . 
in  our  reafonings,  therefore,  we  apply  the  nuxims. 
and  mcafurcs  of  human  government  to  the  ad- 
miniftration of  the  everlafting  and  univcrHil  king- 
dom of  God,  and  argue,  by  way  of  analogy, 
from  the  one  to  the  other,  we  muft  deviate  great- 
ly from  truth,  and  bewilder  outfelves  m  vam  and 
empty  fpeculations . 
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Upon  the  wlxole,  when  wc  fcrioufly  rcfleflt  ofi 
that  immcnfe  load  of  debt  we  have  contraftcd^ 
and  arc  unable  to  difchafge ;  that  it  is  impolTiblc 
to  wafli  out  the  ftain  of  paft  guilt  by  the  tears  of 
repentance,  or  to  compcrifatc  for  fotmer  viola- 
tions of  the  divine  law  by  the  merit  of  future  o- 
bcdicncc:  That,  on  the  other  hand,  God  is  pro- 
pitious  to  the  truly  penitent,  for  the  fake  of  an 
atonement  not  our  own,  but  mercifully  provided 
for  us,  and  accepted  in  our  behalf ;  how  juft  and 
equitable  muft  the  divine  procedure  appear  in 
excluding  the  unmerciful  from  (haring  of  his  mer- 
cy, and  fufpending  or  withdrawing  the  benefit  of 
that  indemnity  publiflied  in  the  gofpel,  on  the 
reafonable  terms  of  forgiving  thofe  who  trefpafs 
againft  us  ?  *  So  likewife  lhall  my  heavenly  Ea- 

*  ther  do  alfo  unto  you,  if  ye  from  yoUr  hearts 
*' forgive  not  every  one  his  brother  their  trcfpaf* 

*  fcs  *  :*  Or,  as  it  is  expreffed  in  another  chapter, 
«  For  if  ye  forgive  men  their  trefpatfes,  your  hea- 

*  venly  Father  will  alfo  forgive  you;  but  if  ye 
'  forgive  not  men  their  trefpaffcs,  neither  will 

*  your  Father  forgive  your  trefpaffcs  f/  Again, 
in  that  beautiful  form  of  prayer  which  our  Lard 

hatb 

*  Verf.  55,  f  Cl1ap.vi.14.15. 
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tiath  prcfcrlbed  as  a  pcrfeSl  model  for  our  devo* 
tion,  he  teaches  us  to  inforcc  our  prtinon  for  pari 
don  to  ourfclvcs  from  this  very  plea,  *  For^ve 

*  our^debts  as  we  fbrgWe  our  debtors  ^*  As  of- 
ten, therefore,  as  we  offer  up- this  petition  to  our 
heavenly  Father,  we  foleir>nty  renew  this  condi- 
tion, and  put  the  forgiveoefs  of  our  fins  upon 
that  iffue.  Accordingly,  oiir  Saviour,  in  another 
part  of  his  divine  fermon,  reprefents,  in  the  ftrong"- 
eft  terms,  how  unacceptable  all  outward  afts  >of 
homage  and  worlhip  are  to  God,  which  are  not 
accompanied  with  this  Inward  temper  and  quali- 
fication in  the  worfliipper :  *  If  thou  bringeft  thy 

*  gift  unto  the  altar,  and  there  remembercft  that 

*  thy  brother  hath  ought  againft  thee,  leave  there 
f  tHy  gift  before  the  altar,  and  go  thy  way  j  firft 

*  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother,  and  then  come  and 
'  otfer  thy  gift  f.*  His  apoftles,  after  him,  teach 
the  fame  doftrine,  and  iilforce  the  duty  of  bro- 
therly love  and  forgivenefs,  from  the  fame  inte- 
rcfting  motive;  *  Put  on,*  fays  Paul,  *  as  the  e. 

*  left  of  God,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels  of  mer- 
'  cy,  kindnefs,  humbleners  of  mind,  meeknefs, 
i  long.fuffering,  forbearing  one  another,  and  for- 

*  giving 

^  Matth.  vi.  Ill  f  Matth.  V.  23.  24. 
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^  giving  one  another  in  love }  if  any  man  have  a 
^  quarrel  ^g^nft  any,  even  as  Chrift  forgave  you, 
*  fo  alfo  do  ye  We  (hall  conclude  with  the 
beautiful  words  of  the  fon  of  Syrach  to  the  lame 
porpofe ;  ^  He  that  revengeth  fhall  find  venge- 
^  ance  from  the  Lord,  and  he  will  furely  keep 
^  his  fms  in  remembrance.  Forgive  thy  neigh* 
<  bour  the  hurt  that  he  hath  done  unto  thee,  £> 
^  fhall  thy  fins  alfo  be  forgiven  nrfien  thou  pnjf 
^eftV 

*  C6(].  iiit  12.  131         t  Ecclefiaft,  zjnrtij.  t^j^ 
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PARABLE  OF  THE  COVETOUS 
RICH  MAN*. 


THE  occafion  of  our  Saviour's  delivering 
this  parable  is  here  particularly ,  related : 

*  One  of  the  company  faid  unto  him,  Mafter, 

*  fpeak  to  my  brother,  that  he  divide  the  inhcri- 

*  taiice  with  mef  .*  It  is  not  faid,  whether  he  had 
any  legal  claim  upon  his  brother's  poflel&on,orIfhc 
bafely  intended  to  defraud  him  of  what  juftly  be- 
longed to  him,  and  meant  to  employ  our  Savi-  * 
cur's  influence,  cither  in  the  way  of  authority  or 
perfuafion,  to  patronize  his  avarice  and  injuflice. 
This  laft  fuppofuion  is,  however,  the  moft  pro- 
bable, both  from  our  Lord's  abfolute  refufal  of 
interpofmg  in  the  affair,  and  from  the  friendly 

O  o  caution 
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caution  which  he  fubjolns :  '  And  he  (aid  untcy 

*  him,  Man,  who  made  me  a  judge  or  a  divider 

*  over  you  ^  ?'  In  thcfe  words,  Jefus  intimates^ 
that,  neither  on  this  occafion,  or  any  other,  would 
he  affume  a  legiflativc  authority,  to  alter  the  efta- 
blifhed  rules  of  fucccflion  to  property,  or  a  judi- 
eial  power  to  decide  in  any  queftion  relating  to 
matters  of  civil  right :  That  he  came  into  the 
world  upon  a-quite  diflFerent  defign;  not  to  teach 
men  how  to  amafs  riches  and  wealth  upon  earthy 
but  how  *  to  lay  up  trcafures  in  heaven,  where 

*  neitheii  moth  nor  ruft  doth  corrupt,  and  where 

*  thieves  do  not  break  through  nor  fteal/  He 
therefore  rejefils  the  propj>faI,  as  altogether  fo* 
reign  to  his  chara£ber  and  mifliony  leaving  the 
,inan  to  profeeute  his  claim,  whatever  it>^might  be, 
before  the  ordinary  tribunals  eltablifhcd  for  thoTe 

»  purpofes. 

We  may  juftly  infer  from  this  anfwer  of  our 
Saviour,  that  the  fame  rules  ah^l  maxims  by  which 
he  conducted  himfclf  as  a  public  teacher  of  reli- 
gion, were  intended  to  direft  all  thofe  who  ad  in 
riie  facred  character  under  his  authority  and  com-* 
miffion  ;  to  point  out  the  true  and  important 

defigit 
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•defign  olF  their  office,  which,  in  all  their  miniftra- 
tions,  they  ought  to  keep  conftantly  in  vicw^ ' 
while  matters  of  civil  right  arc  left,  on  the  fame 
footing  as  he  found  them,  to  be  determined  by 
principles  of  natural  equity,  and  to  ftand  on  the 
bafis  of  human  laws  and  conftitutions.  There 
xiannot  be,  therefore,  a  greater  proftitution  of  bis 
religion,  nor  a  gr offer  pcrverfion  of  its  defign, 
than  to  make  it  an  engine  of  ftate-policy,  or  fub- 
fcrvient  to  the  jiurpofcs  of  avarice,  ambition,  or 
any  other  worldly  paffion.  The  gqfpel  is,  on  the 
contrary,  intended  to  eradicate  from  our  hearts 
thofe  corrupt  lufts  which  difturb  the  peace  of 
feciety,  and  *  war  againft  our  fouls.* 

The  moral  of  the  parable  is  prefixed  to  it  in 
the  form  of  a  ferious  caution  to  this  man  and  all 
of  a  fimilar  difpofition  :  *  Take  heed  and  beware 
*  of  covetoufnefs  f  .*  The  doubling  or  repeatihg 
the  exprcffion  implies  the  importance  of  the  ad- 
vice, and  how  difficult  a  matter  it  is  to  comply 
with  it,  as  this  inordinate  paffion  for  riches  is  fo 
prevalent  among  men,  and  often  conceals  itfclf 
under  the  name  and  appearance  of  feveral  refpefl:. 
able  virtues.    By  covetoufnefs  is  here  to  be  un- 

derftood^ 
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derftoodi  an  immoderate  love  of  riches^  how.lawr 
fully  focvcr  acquired  ;  fuch  a  defire  of  wealth  as 
can  never  be  fatisfied,  but  perplexeth  the  mind 
with  rcftlcfs  anxiety,  firft  to  acquire,  and  thea  to 
fccure  the  advantages  of  life  againft  all  difaftrous 
accidents*  When  every  new  acceffion  of  riches 
fcrvcs  only  to  incrcafe  the  appetite  j  when  diiap** 
pointment  robs  us  of  the  enjoyment  of  what-wc 
poffcfs }  when  we  feek  wealth  with  no  other  view 
but  to  hoard  it  up  as  an  ufelcfs  treafure,  ox  to 
laviih  it  away  in  riot  and  extravagance ;  and,  c- 
fpecially,  when  we  are  fo  engroffed  by  thofe  cares 
and  purfuits  as  to  render  our  hearts  callous  and 
infenfible  to  every  fentiment  of  humanity  and 
public  fpirit.  Thcfe  are  •  all  the  natural  and 
ftriking  indications  of  a  worldly  mind,  againf^ 
which  -the  fpirit  of  this  parable  is  ftrongly  and 
particularly  levelled.  Our  Saviour  enforces  his 
injundion  by  a  very  powerful  reafon  :  *  For,*  (ays 
he,^  a  man's  life  confiftethnot  in  the  abundance 
<  of  the  things  which  he  poffcffcth/  In  the  pa- 
rable of  the  Sower,  already  confidcred,  he  had 
reprefcnted  this  worldly  temper  as  a  great  ob- 
ftruftion  to  religious  improvement,  by  choking 
the  good  feed  ;  and,  confequcntly,  as  highly  cri- 
minal and  oflfenfive  to  God.   In  this  parable,  he 

points 
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points  out  the  folly  and  abfurdity  of  this  pailion, 
cvcri  without  regard  to  a  future  ftate;  becaufe, 
however  fucceftful  we  may  be  in  the  acquifition 
of  wealth^  it  neither  can  prolong  life,  on  which 
our  pofleiCon  depends,  nor  fccute  to  us  the  com- 
fortable  enjoyment  of  it  while  it  lafts. 

I.  He  affirms,  that  affluence  is  by  no  means 
neceflary  to  life,  nor  has  the  power  of  lengthen- 
ingitout  to  any  diftant  period.  The  wants  of 
nature  are  few  and  moderate ;  a  little  will  ea(i)y 
fupply  them.  A  ftate,  only  a  degree  beyond  po- 
verty itfclf,  will  afford  abfolute  neceffaries  j  and 
a  very  fmall  addition  will  afford  moft  of  the  real 
conveniencies  of  life ;  for,  as  to  thofe  wants  and 
paffions,  which  are  merely  fiftitious,  and  grafted 
6n  nature  by  the  hand  of  luxury,  they  cannot 
fairly  come  into  the  account.  At  any  rate,  the 
whole  wealth  of  this  world,  though  accumulated 
and  put  into  the  poffeflk)n  of  one  man,  could  not 
avail  to  ranfome  his  lite  from  the  power  of  death, 
nor  even  to  purchafe  a  rcprivc  for  a  fmgle  mo* 
mcnt  beyond  the  appointed  period.  *  Who  feeth 
^  not  that  wife  men  die,  likewife  the  fool  and  the 
^  brutifli,  and  leave  their  wealth  to  others  f  Nay, 

how 
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how  often  do  we  fee  men,  by  hafteoing  to  be 
xichy  haften  prematurely  to  their  graves  ;  falling 
victims  to  immoderate  labour,  and  anxious  ibl- 
licitude. 

This  leads  us  to  obfcrve,  2dfyj  That  wealth 
and  affluence  are  no  lefs  unneceflfary  to  the  com- 
fortable enjoyment  of  life,  than  to  the  fupport  of 
hfe  itfcif ;  for  that  depends  on  health  of  body 
and  contentment  of  mind.  The  hoarding  up  of 
wealth,  without  any  view  of  enjoyment,  is  no  o- 
ther  than  a  voluntary  poverty.  On  the  other  hand^ 
riotous  and  diforderly  living,  brings  on  difeafes, 
andhaftens  the  approach  of  death.  But  the  labours^ 
of  honeft  induftry  contribute ,  to  the  health  and 
▼igour  of  the  body,  and  confequently  to  prolong 
life  itfcif.  Thus  Solomon  fays,  in  praife  of  wifr 
dom  :  ^  Length  of  days  are  in  her  right  hand, 
^  and  in  her  left  hand  are  riches  and  honour  *J 
And  again,  *  The  labour  ^  the  righteous  tendeth 
f  to  life ;  but  the  fruit  of  tne  wicked  is  finf 

But,  farther,  contentment  with  our  lot  is  ftiil 
lefs  to  be  confidered  as  a  neceifary  concomitant 
pf  opulepce ;  bccaufc  this  muft  always  depend  on 

the 
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I'fhe  proper  balanAc  of  the  mind  itfelf,  and  the  due 
proportion  between  our  dcfire$  and  jpoffcflions. 
When  a  man's  wiflies  exceed  his  acquifitions,  and 
his  tafte  aad  appetites  want  the  means  of  being 
gratified,  be  cannot  enjoy  contentment  j  which  i& 
often  the  cafe,  where  there  is  the  greateft  abun- 
dance of  outward  bleifings.  Nothing,  indeed,  is 
more  certain,  neither  is  it  difficult  to  account  for 
it :  Riches,  by  means  of  an  overheated  imagina- 
tion^  and  the  influence  of  public  example,  create 
many  new  wants  and  d.efires  unknown  to  nature, 
the  gratification  of  which  requires  much  labour 
and  anxiety ;  and  the  more  frequently  they  are 
gratified,  they  incrcafe  the  more  j  whereas  mo- 
deration of  appetite,  and  temperate  indulgence, 
yield  us  the  full  and  undifturbed  enjoyment  of 
what  we  poflcfs.  .  In  this  fenfe,  the  words  of  the 
Pfalmift  are  to  be  un4crftood,  when  he  fays,  *  A 

•  little  that  a  righteous  man  hath,  is  better  ^than 

*  the  riches  of  many  wicked  ^/  But,  from  the- 
ory and  fpcculation,  we  may  appeal  to  fad  and 
experience,  for  confirming  this  truth.  It  is  even 
grown  into  a  proverbial  faying,  That  contentment 
W  more  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  palaces  of  the 

Jgrcat, 
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great,  than  in  the  cottages  of  the  poor.  Could 
wc  look  beyond  the  pageantry  of  outward  great- 
ncfs,  which  dazzles  the  vulgar  eye,  and  view  the 
real  ftatc  of  their  minds,  how  often  would  wc  fee 
reafon  to  pity  thofe  whom  we  now  envy  ;  and  to 
contemn  that  fplcndor  which  ferves  only  to  con- 
ceal the  chagrin  and  difcontent  which  preys  up- 
on their  fpirits,  from  which  the  moft  indigent 
and  dependent  are  ufually  exempted  ?  Fromi  all 
thefe  confiderations  taken  together,  we  fee  how 
juft  the  affirmation  of  our  Saviour  is,  that  *  a 

•  man's  life  confiftcth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the 

*  things  which  he  poflefleth.' 

Let  us  proceed  to  confider  the  parable  itfelf,  in 
which  the  charaScr  of  that  man  who  trufteth 
« in  uncertain  riches,*  as  his  happinefs,  is  finely 
delineated.  While  he  doats  on  his  wealth,  he  h  at 
the  fame  time  diftrcffed  with  thofe  anxious  cares 
which  opulence  naturally  brings  along  with  it. 
The  parable  contains  a  ftriking  proof,  in  the  way 
of  example,  that  riches  are  neither  neceffary  to  life 
itfelf,  not  to  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  it. 
The  cxtenfive  projeds  which  this  rich  man  had 
planned  for  himfclf  by  means  of  his  great  wealth  ; 
the  fanguinc  hopes  he  entertained  of  making 
them  effcftual  j  the  prcfumptous  fccurity  he  in- 
dulged 
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dalgcd  of  loAg  life  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  la- 
bour^ and,  laftly,  the  fatal  difappointment  of  all 
his  fchetneS,  arc  here  reprefented  in  the  moft  live- 
ly and  aflFefking  manner.  The  parable  begins 
with  an  account  of  his  wealth  and  riches :   *  The 

*  ground  o{  a  certain  rich  man  brought  forth 

*  plentifully        The  original  word  fignifies  '  a 

*  large  and  extenfive  territory.*  He  is  fuppofed 
to  have  had  a  whole  region  or  principality  as  his 
property ;  and  there  is  no  infinuation,that  he  came 
not  lawfully  to  the  poffeffion,  either  by  inheritance 
ftouVihis  anceftors,  or  by  his  own  prudent  CECono- 
my  and  induftry.  His  fields  were,  by  nature,  fer- 
tile, and  rendered  (till  morefo  by  diligent  culture 
and  improvement :  So  amply  had  the  divine 
biefling  rewarded  his  care  and  indudry,  that  the 
extraordinary  produce  of  that  year  thought  g^ea^ 
difficulties  upon  him,  and  embarralTed  his  fitua- 
tion.  Accordingly,  the  ftate  of  his  mind  upon 
this  occafion,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  was 
affc^ed  by  this  unexpeded  acccfTion  to  his  for- 
mer opulence,  is  dcfcribcd  in  a  very  natural  man- 
ner :    •  And  he  thptight  within  himfelf,  faying, 

*  What  fhall  I  do,  becaufc  I  have  no  room  where 

P.  p  *  to 
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♦  to  beftow  my  fruits  ^  V  This  fhcws  that,  as  Ws^ 
riches  incrcafcdjfo  his  cares  increafcd  in  proportion 
Could  the  moft  indigent  wretch,  who- knows  nor 
where  to  find  the  next  meal,  cxprefs  hinifelf  lit 
more  anxious  terms?  It  is  indeed  a  lively  por- 
trait of  a  worldly-minded  man,  labouring  under 
riie  load  of  too  much  wcahh  f  and  more  perplex- 
ed to  fccurc  aiid  beftow  his  riches,  than  others  to 
obtain  them ;  fo  foolifli  it  is  for  peribns  of  this* 
temper  and  difpofition  to  imagine  that  any  degree 
of  wealth  whatever  will  put  an  end  to  their  cares,, 
and  cftablifli  the  peace  aixi  tranquility  of  their 
minds. 

The  parable  next  hiforms  us  what  v^as  the  re- 
fait  of  his  anxiety,  and  what  projefts  he  formed 
for  fecuring  his  wealth,  and  fetting  his  mind  at 
cafe.  After  much  perplexing  thought,  he  came 
at  length  to  thi-s  rcfolution,  that  he  would  enlarge 
his  granaries,  fo  that  they  fhould  contain  his  ex- 
traordinary abundance  r  *  And  he  faid.  This  will 

*  I  do,  I  will  pull  down  my  barns,  and  build 

•  greater,  and  there  will  I  beftow  all  my  fruits  and 

•  my  goods  f*  There  certainly  was  nothidg 
blameable  in  this  rcfolution  ;  it  was  a  wife  and 

reafonable 
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KaTonabJc  mcafurc  for  laying  up  in  fafcty  -what 
God  had  fo  liberally  bcftowed  upon  him.  Pru- 
dence and  occononiy  in  niana^ing  the  gifts  of 
providence,  i»  no  Icfs.our  duty^than  induftry  and 
diligence  to  acquire  them,  as  by  this  means  they 
become  more  extenfively  ufef ul  to  ourfclves  and 
and  others.  Our  Saviour,  after  feeding  the  mult;i- 
Uide  in  the  wildernefs  with  miraculous  bread,  or- 
dered the  fragments  to  be  carefully  coUeded, 
and  kept  as  a  fund  of  providon  for  bimfelf  and 
his  difciplcs,  while  it  lafted ;  thereby  not  only  in- 
ftrufting  us,  that  we  muft  not  depend  on  extra- 
ordinary inearis  of  fubftftence,  when  our  own  in- 
duftry and  labour  arc  able  to  fupply  us,  but  al- 
fo^  that  we  ought  to  manage  with  frugality,  and^ufe 
yith  moderation,  the  gifts  of  providence,  that  there 
may  be  fome  provifioq  for  futurity,  when  diftrefs 
and  infirmity  overtake  us.  Thus  Jofcph,  when 
intrufted  by  Pharaoh  King  of  Egypt  with  the  fu- 
preme  direction  of  public  affairs,  wifely  availed 
hinifelt  pf  the  extraordinary  increafc  during  the 
feven  years  of  plenty,  and  laid  .up  a  fufficient  ftorc 
againft  the  feven  years  of  famine,  which  he  knew 
were  to  fucceed.  Since  the  rich  man's  faulty 
therefore,  did  not  lie  in  enlarging  his  barns  and 
flore-houfes,  in  order  to  fecure  his  crop  againft 
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difaftrous  accidents,  it  may  be  proper  to  'nquipe 
tirhcrein  he  was  blameable,  and  for  \vhat  rcafon 
he  is  cenfured  as  a  fool  in  this  parable.  And, 

1.  He  difcovcrs  much  arrogance  and  vanhy 
in  the  manner  of  cxpreffing  his  purpofe  and  rct 
folution.  He  fpeaks  of  his  riches  as  his  abfolutc 
and  independent  property    *  My  fruits  and  my 

*  goods.'  1  hey  were  fo,  undoubtedly,  in  rcfpeft 
of  men  ;  but,  in  rcfpccl  of  God,  they  were  a  gift, 
and  a  truft  for  which  he  was  accountable.  But, 
how  common  a  thing  is  it  for  the  rich  and  weal- 
thy to  forget  their  dependence  upon  God,  and 
to  fay,  ^  My  power  and  the  might  of  mine  hand, 
«  hath  gotten  mett  his  wealth  Hence  Agur  ad- 
drcflcs  God  in  thefe  words  :  *  Give  me  ncithey 

*  poverty  nor  riches,  left  I  be  full  and  deny  thcCj^ 

*  and  fay,  who  is  the  Lord  f  ?' 

2.  But,  farther,  as  this  rich  man  forgot  the  true 
fource  from  whence  his  riches  flowed,  fo  he  vain-: 
ly  imagined  that,  after  he  had  got  all  his  wealth 
laid  up  in  his  new  capacious  granaries,  he  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  any  accident  whatever,  and 
was  fecure  of  plenty  for  the  time  to  come.  But, 
how  foollfh,  nay,  how  impious  are  fuch  thoughts  as 

thde, 
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thcfe,  as  if  we  could  poffefs  any  thing,  more  than 
we  can  acquire  it,  independently  of  the  will  of  the 
fupremc  difpofer  of  all  things  ?    *  The  Lord  gi- 

*  veth/  fays  Job,  *  and  the  I^ord  taketh  away/ 
How  often  do  we  fee  the  truth  of  this  obfcrva* 
lion  verified  in  human  life,  that  *  riches  take 

*  unto  themfelves  wings,  and  fly  away,  like  an 

*  eagle,  towards  heaven  ?*  By  a  variety  of  circum- 
ftances,  which  human  wifdom  could  not  prevent, 
nor  even  forefec,  the  mod  wealthy  have  been  re^ 
duced  to  fuddcn  and  unexpefted  poverty,  while 
others  are,  in  the  fcripture-phrafe,  *  filled 
«  with  hid  treafure.^;'  that  is,  enriched,  as  in  a 
moment,  without  any  previous  care  or  labour  of 
their  own.  A  devouring  fire,  a  defolating  temped, 
a  tremendous  earthquake,  may,  in  the  fhorteft 
interval  of  time,  *  turn  fruitful  fields  into  a  bar- 

*  ren  wildernefs,'  or  may  confume  their  produce, 
together  with  thofe  repofitorics  in  which  they 
were  thought  fecure  againft  every  danger, 

A$  a  further  proof  of  his  folly,  we  may  add  the 
vain  hopes  he  entertained  of  being  exempted 
from  all  future  care  and  anxiety  about  his  riches, 
to  embarrafs  hi^  mind  in  the  enjoyment  of  them, 

Thi$ 
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This  i$  another  ftrong  indication  of  his  charadiciry 
that  he  foolifhly  imagined,  that,  by  the  executioqi 
of  his  mighty  projcfts,  he  fljould  not  only  fecurp 
poflcffion,  but  alfo  permanent  fatisCadion  to  him* 
fclf.   He  feems  not  to  have  once  rcflefted,  that 
be  who  incrcafeth  richer,  increafcth  forrow.  lie 
loft  the  enjoyment  of  what  he  prcfently  had,  in 
the  dazzling  profpeft   which  hope  fct  before 
hijn.   This  is  a  very  common  eflfeO:  of  worldly 
paflions,  when  not  reftrained  or  regulated  by  mo* 
ral  aqd  religious  principles.    The  objeds  which 
excite  them,  promife  much  happinefs  at  a  dif- 
tancc  ;  but,  the  nearer  they  approach,  the  mojre 
they  diminiih  to  our  view,  and  difappoint  ouf 
hopes.  Thus,  the  flavc$  of  covetoufnefs  and  am- 
bition, facrifice  their  prefcnt  eafe  and  tranquility, 
in  contemplation  of  pleafures  tp  come  ;  and  are, 
for  the  moft  part,  rewarded  with  difappointmcnt, 
if  not  with  bitter  remorfe.    Like  the  cafe  of 
Pyrrhus  King  of  Epirus,  who,  after  relating  to  his 
faithful  friend  and  counfellpr  Cineas,  the  great 
projed  he  had  formed  of  finifhing  hig  vi&oric$ 
by  the  conqiueft  of  Sicily,  Africa,  and  many  o- 
tber  countries,  was  afked  by  him,  *  What  ihall 
<  we  do  then  ?  Then,  fays  the  prince.  We  fliall 
^  live.  We  may  live  juft  now,  fays  the  other.'  So 
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tariable  is  the  tafte,  fo  fluduating  are  the  paf* 
fionsof  nitn,  and  fo  liable  to  be  turned  from  their 
ofual  courfe  by  cafual  and  unforefeen  circum- 
ftanccs,  that  we  may  fafely  affirm,  that  he  who 
doth  not  enjoy  what  he  now  poffcffcs,  will  never 
find  himfelf  fatisfied  with  any  future  acquifitions. 

But,  from  what  kind  of  gratifications,  which 
bis  riches  were  to  procure  him,  did  he  expeO:  fo 
much  happinefs?  The  parable  points  out  his 
whole  plan  :  *  Soul,  take  thine  cafe,  eat,  drink, 
'  and  be  merry  He  had  nothing  farther  in 
view  than  to  indulge  bis  fcnfual  appetites,  and  to 
make  his  houfe  a  conftant  fcene  of  riot  and  diffi- 
pation.  Thus,  we  often  may  fee  the  moft  infa- 
tiable  avarice  conjoined  in  the  fame  character 
with  the  moft  diffipated  voluptuoufnefs.  He 
thought  he  had  provided  for  the  happinefs  of  his 
foul  ;  but  he  had  only  *  made  provifion  for  the 
•ftefli,  to  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof/  He  miftook, 
alas  !  the  gratification  of  the  one,  which  we  en- 
joy in  common  with  inferior  animals,  for  the 
nobler  and  more  refined  pleafures  of  the  other, 
which  are  a-kin  to  the  joys  of  a;ngels  and  fuperior 
intelligences.   It  was  no  part  of  his  fcheme  to 

lay 
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lay  out  any  part,  of  his  fubftance  in  prometiog, 
the  int€rcft8  of  piety,,  virtue,  and  fcicnce  in  the 
world,  cbje£U  of  the  greateft  imporfiance^  be<aufe 
evidently  connedled  with  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  happincfs  of  mankind.  He  fcems  not  to  have 
propofed  to  himfelf  the  exalted  pleafure  of  feed- 
ing*  the  hungry,  dothing  the  naked,  and  of  be- 
ing *  a  father  to  the  poor/  But,,  if  riches  are; 
in  any  refpedk  truly  valuable,  beyond  affording  us 
a  decent  maintenance,  and  a  fupply  to  our  ncccf- 
fary  wants,  it  is  chiefly  on  this  account,  that  they 
increafe  our  power  of  doing  good,,  .and  open  up 
an  extcnfive  field  for  the  exercife  of  the  nobielt 
and  moft  ufcful  virtues.  But  the  plan  which  this 
roan  had  formed  for  being,  happy,  was,  mean  and 
fclfifli,  difcovexed  a.  heart  cq.ually  dcftitute.  of 
love  to  God  and,  benevolence  to  mankind^;  the 
particiilar  malignity  of  whicli,  in  the  latter  view 
of  it,  is  the  fubjc£l  of  another  parable,  to  be.  af- 
terwards confidered. 

But  the  greateft  inftance  of  folly  and  abfurdi- 
ty  that  entered  into  hiis  fchcme  of  hapjMnefs,  and 
on  which  all  depended,  was,  that  he  thought  him- 
felf fure  of  long  life,  both  for  finilhing  his  ex- 
tcnfive projcds,  and  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  la- 
bours.    This  f^ems  to  be  the  principal  thing 

implied 
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implied  in  the  general  fentiment  here  expreffed, 
viz.  *  Ths^t  a  man's  life  confiftcth  not  in  the  a- 

*  bundance  of  the  things  which  he  poffclTtth.* 
Though  his  views  and  expeftations  had  been  well 
founded,  and  his  pfan^  in  other  refpe£ks,  rational 
and  confiftent,  yet  the  uncertainty  of  human  life, 
was  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  defeat  the  whole,  cither 
by  preventing  the  execution,  or  cutting  him  off 
from  the  enjoyment.  He  reflcftcd  not  on  this 
material  circumftance,  but  vainly  flattered  him- 
felf  with  the  hope  of  *  long  life,  and  feeing  many 

*  days/  without  which,  all  his  fine  projefts  would 
vaniih  into  fmoke.  This  is  emphatically  repre- 
fented  in  the  20th  verfe :  *  But  God  faid  unto 

*  him.  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  foul  fliall  be  re- 
^  quired  of  thee  ;  and  then  whofe  fliall  thofe  things 

*  be  which  thou  hafl:  provided  ?*  While  his 
mind  was  bufy  in  the  contemplation  of  his  vari- 
ous and  extenfive  fchemes,  and  in  contriving  how 
to  carry  them  fpeedily  into  ea^ecution,  he  was. 
cut  oflF  by  a  fudden  and  unqxpeded  fl:rokc,.  The 
manner  of  exprcfling  this  peremptory  decree  of 
heaven,  is  truly  grand  and  fublime,.  becoming 
the  majefty  of  that  Almighty  Sovereign, '  in  whofc 
^  hand  is  the  breath  of  all  mankind.*  He  who, 
'm  the  beginning,  faid,  «  Let  there  be  light,  and 
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^  there  was  light,'  faid  to  this  man,  *  This  night 
^  thy  foul  fliall  be  required  of  thee.'  Life  itfdf, 
with  all  the  comforts  of  it,  is  the  gift  of  God's 
goodnefs,  and  may  be  recalled  at  his  pleafure : 

*  He  is  the  God  of  our  life  and  the  length  of  our 
^  days.    He  killeth,  and  he  maketh  alive  :  He 

*  giveth,  and  he  taketh  away  }  and  who  may  fay 
^  untQ  him.  What  doft  thou  ? 

Again,  the  terms  of  the  fentence  pronounced 
^gaind  this  worldly  man,  feem  to  intimate  how 
reluftantly  he  would  part  with  his  riches  ind 
poffeffions.    *  O  death,'  fays  the  fon  6f  Syrach, 

*  how  bitter  is  the  remembrance  of  thee  to  a  maii 
^  that  liveth  at  reft  in  his  pofFcfTions  !'  He  who 
keeps  his  heart  difengagcd  from  the  world,  and 
has  death  habitually  in  view,  is  ever  r6ady  to  o- 
bey  this  fummons ;  he  chearfully  rcfigns  his  foul 
into  the  hands  of  his  God  and  Saviour,  '  know- 

*  ing  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  is  com- 

*  mitted  to  him/  But  the  life  of  this  worldly- 
minded  man  is  reprefcnted  as  torn  from  him  by 
violence,  and  yielded  up- with  the  utmoft  reluc- 
tance. In  the  fame  grave  with  himfelf  all  his 
favourite  fchcmes  and  projefls  were  buried : 

*  The  wicked,'  fays  Solomon,  *  is  driven  away 
^  in  his  wickednefs         And,  fays  the  ffalmift, 

*Hi5 
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^.His. breath  gocth  forth,  he  icturrieth  to  his 

*  earth;  in  that  very  day  his  thoughts  perifli;^.* 
And  what  happened  to  the  rich  nian,  in  the  pa- 
rable before  us,  is  verified  in  thoufands  of  in- 
ftances  almoft  every  day.  *  When  they  are  fay-* 
'  ing  peace  and  fafcty  to  themfelves^  then  fuddeii 

*  deftrudion  cometh  upon  them,  as  travail  upon 

*  a  woman  with  child,  and  they  fhall  not  efcape  f  .* 

To  conclude  tliis  point,  his  folly  is  further 
marked,  by  a  ftill  ftronger  cirumftance,  namely, 
that  death  not  only  ftrippcd  him  of  the  poffcffion 
of  his  great  eftate^  bur  transferred  the  property 
to  others,  without  his  confcnt  or  knov^ledge  : 

*  Then  whofe  (hall  thofe  things  be,  which  thou 

*  haft  provided  J  ?*  How  vain  was  all  his  anxie- 
ty and  labour,  to  acquire  fo  precarious  and  fliort- 
livcd  an  inheritance  1 .  and  yet  we  fee  the  fame  fol- 
ly praSifed  by  numbers  every  day:  They  toil 
thcmfelves  both  in  body  and  mind,  in  order  to  z^- 
mafs  riches  for  thofe,  whom  either  they  do  not 
know,  or  for  whofe  benefit  they  leaft  of  all  intend- 
ed them.  Solomon  takes  particular  notice  of  this 
circumftaiice,  as  a  ftriking  proof  of  the  vaaii^y 
of  hoarding  up  riches  through  avarice  and  penu*" 

rv: 
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ty :  •  Yea,  I  hated  all  my*  labour,  which  1  had 

*  taken  under  the  fun,  becaufc  I  Ihould  leave  it 

*  unto  the  man  that  fl\ould  be  after  me  :  Atid 
'  who  knowcth  whether  he  fliallbe  a  wife  man  pr 

*  a  fool  ?  and  yet  ftiall  he  have  rule  over  ail  my 
^  labour  wherein  I  have  laboured,  and  wherein 

*  I  have  Ihewed  myfclf  wife  under  the  fun*  This 
^  alfo  is  vanity  Nothing  fets  this  wretched  paf- 
fionin  a  more  contemptuous  light  than  to  obfervc 
how  often  the  avaritious  labour  for  others,  more 
than  for  themfelvcs,  and  leave  their  pofleilions  to 
thofc  who  feem  to  make  all  p'oflible  hafte  to  get 
rid  of  the  burden  by  an  extravagant  profufion ; 
and  who,  inftead  of  refpefting  the  memory  of 
their  benefadors,  often  revile  them  with  indecent 
contempt  and  fcurrility.  •  Be  not  thou  afr^d,' 
fays  David, '  when  one  is  made  rich,  or  when  the 

*  glory  of  his  houfe  is  increafed  5  for,  whtn  he 
«  dieth,  he  ftiall  carry  nothing  away,  his  glory 

*  fhall  not  defcend  after  him.    Though,  while  he 

*  lived,  he  bleffed  his  foul ;  and  men  will  praife 

*  thee  when  thou  doeft  well  to  thyfelf :  He  fliall 
'  go  to  the  generation  oFhis  fathers,  they  fliall 
'  never  fee  light.    Man  that  is  in  honour  and 

*  underftandeth  not,  is  like  the  beads  that  perifli  f 

Whatever 
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Whatever  fchcmcs  men  may  contrive  for  aggrail- 
dizing  themfelves  and  their  families  after  their 
death;  though  they  (hould  take  every  fecurity 
devifed  by  human  wifdom  for  perpetuating  their 
honour  and  pofleifions,  and  tranfmitting  them  to 
pofterity,  Hill  they  ought  to  remember,  tliat  the 
Moft  High  ruleth  not  only  in  the  kingdoms,  but 
in  the  families  of  men,  and  that  he  is  the  fupreme 
difpofer  of  all  things.  '  There  are  many  devices 
^  in  a  man's  heart;  neverthelefs  thecounfelof  the 
■  Lord  (hall  (land.    He  raifeth  the  poor  out  of 

*  the  duft,  and  lifteth  the  needy  from  the  dung* 
^  h'lll,  that  he  may  fet  him  with  princes,  even  with 

*  the  princes  of  the  people.   The  Lord  maketh 

*  poor,  and  maketh  rich.  He  bringeth  low  and 
^  lifteth  up  ;  for  the  pillars  of  the  earth  are  the 

*  Lord's,  and  he  hath  fet  the  world  upon  them 
How  vain  the  thought,  *  that  their  houfcs  (hall 

*  continue  for  ever,  and  their  dwelling-places  to 

*  all  generations  ?'  How  often,  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  his  providence,  does  God  make  it  ap- 
pear that,  in  this  cafe,  as  in  many  others,  *  the 

*  wifdotn  of  the  world  is  fooliflinefs  with  God  ?' 
He  not  only  knows  how  to  defeat  the  bcft  laid 

fcheracs 
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i<;bciftes  of  supbjtlpa .  and  vain^^lory,  but  even  t6 
render  tbe^l  cooduclve  tp  impov^ri^i  t^cir  ,po« 
ferity,  and  fink  rthem.iQto  great^r  obfcurity  And 
indigenee  :  •  TJtv=xc  is  no  wifdpm,  or  counfel,  or 
•.underftanding  againft  the, Lord 

.The  parable  coxicliides  with  the  fame  moral 
fentimcnt  wlxich  is  prefixed  tp  it,  but  e^iprefTcd 
in  diSereat  words  :  *  So  is  hcthatlayeth  up  trca- 
^  fares  for  bi^elf,  and  is  jiot  rich  towards  Godf  / 
Such  a  fool  is  every  man  who  a&s  upon  tbe  £^nic  j 
principle, .  and  purfues  the  iame  plan  of  b^ppi- 
neis  with  tbe  rich  .man  here  defcribed.  Such 
perfons  are  faid  to  lay  up  treafures  for  themfelves } 
that  is,  merely  for  the  gratification  of  tbdr  feo- 
fual  appetites.    They  confider  their  body  as  their 
only  felf,  and  tbe  prcfent  world  as  their  all ; ,  as 
if  they  had  no  connexion  with  any  other  ftate  of 
being  after  this  life.   Whereas,  if  felf  is  rightly 
confidered,  that  man  is  only  wife  and  prudcst 
who  layeth  up  treafures  in  heaven,  which  arc 
neither  fubjcd-  to  inward  corruption  nor  out- 
ward violence ;  becaufc  it  is  to  make  provifion  for 
the  happinefs  of  the  immortal  foul,  the  nobleft 
part  of  our  nature  ;  they,  and  they  only,,  arc  rich  | 

towards 
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tb^x^s^  God,  that  is,  in  the  judgment  of  God^ 
ithlcii  is  always  according,  to  truth.  The  rich 
man,  in  the  parable  before  us,,  however  wealthy 
and  opulent  be  appeared*  to  bo  in  the  eyes  of  the 
uTorld,  yet,  in  t\ic  fight  of  God,- he  was  poor  and 
indigent  an  pbjed  not  of  envy,,  but  of  pity, 
while  dcftitute  of  thofe  hid  treafures  of  wifdom 
and  righteoufnefs,  which  are  *  the  true  and  du- 
?  rablc  riches*  ot  the  foul.  Thus,  fays  the  Spirit 
of  God  to  the  church  of  Laodicca,  •  Becaufe  thou 
^  Ikjcft,  I  aai  rich,  and  incrcafed  with  goods,  and 
f  have  need  of  nothing  ;  and  knoweft  not  that 
^  thou  art  wretched,  and  mifcrable,  and  poor, 
^  and  blind,  and  naked  :  I  counfel  thee  to  buy 
f  of  riic  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou  mayeft 
^  be  rich,  and  white  raiment  that  thou  mayeft  be 
^  cldthed,  and  that  the  fliame  of  thy  nakednefs 
f  may  not  appear 

On  the  whole,  the  treafures  and  riches  of  this 
world,  however  well  fecured,  in  our  apprehenfion, 
againft  all  accidents,  are  ftill  moft  uncertain  in 
themfelves,  and  we  muft  at  length  leave  them  be- 
bind  us,  to  be  poffefTed  by  others.  But,  happy 
are  they  who  are  in  earneft  to  fccure  an  inheri- 

tancQ 
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tance  above,  which  is  incorruptible  and  fadeth 
npt  away.  Such  perfons  may,  with  the  ftri&cft 
truth  and  propriety,  addrefs  themfelves  in  the 
manner  this  rich  fool  did,  without  any  juil  rea- 
fon :  ^  Soul,  take  thine  eafe,  for  thou  ha(i  goods 
♦  laid  up  for  many  years,'  even  for  eternity  iu 
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THE 


PARABLE  OF  THE  UNJUST  STEWARD*. 


E  may  obferve  in  the  gofpcl-hiftory,  that 


▼  ▼  our  Saviour  was  not  only  ready  to  im- 
prove every  cafual  hint  in  convcrfation,  or  any 
new  event  reported  to  him,  for  the  inftruftion  of 
his  hearers,  but  he  alfo  fkilfully  contrived  many 
beaudful  parables  and  fimil'itudes,  taken  from 
common  life,  with  the  fame  defign.  The  great 
point  which  he  kept  always  in  view,  was  to  ex- 
pofe  e;rroneous  principles,  and  to  illuftrate  and  in- 
fprcc  thofc  capital  truths,  the  knowledge  and  be- 
lief of  which  are  cffcntially  conncfted^  with  our 
duty  and  happiness.  In  this  parable  our  Saviour 
dcUneates  a  chara£ter,  not  merely  culpable  in  a 
certain  degree,  but  highly  profligate  and  crimi- 
nal.   What  he  fecms,  however,  to  have  chiefly 
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in  view,  is  not  fo  much  to  point  out  the  guilt  attiJ 
deformity  of  fuch  a  charaftcr,  as  to  recommend 
one  particular  circunlft^nde  in  the  condufl:  of  the 
fteward,  which,  feparately  confidered,  is  laudable 
and  worthy  of  imitation.    In  the  worft  charac- 
ters, fomcthing  praifc-worthy  may  be  frequently 
obferved  ;  and  an  aftion,  culpable  in  itfclf,  may 
admit  of  fome  commendation,  cither  in  refpeft  of 
the  motive  from  which  it  proceeds,  or  the  pru- 
,dence'ihd  ingenuity  tiritfh  which  it  is  cbndaded. 
Our  Saviour  here  points-  out  to  us  how,  fomc- 
times,  we  may  draw  important  inftru£tion  froia' 
the  example  even  of  bad  men  as  well  as  good  ^ 
for,  as  we  are  bound  to  avoid  the  failings  and 
imperfeQions  of  the  one,  fo  we  ought  to  imitate 
what  is  laudable  in  the  condudt  of  the  other. 
Solomon  fends  the  fluggard  to  the  induftrious 
ant  to  learn  diligence  and  forecaft.    And,  in 
like  manner,  our  Saviour  inculcates,  in  this  pa- 
rable, the  fame  inftruftion,  from  the  prwrdcnt  at- 
tention and  concern  of  the  fteward  to  fecure  a 
fubfiftence  fer  himfelf  when  he  fbould  be  dif- 
miffed  from  his  office.  In  this  circumftancc  oniy, 
he  is  propofed  as  a  pattern  for  our  imitation,  that 
we  may  learn  from  it  the  importance  of  provi^ 
ding,  while  opportunity  in  thi$  life  remains,  for 

that 


(   315  ) 

tliat  everlafting  ft  ate  that  before  us.  The  ar^ 
gumcnt  is  fouaded  on  the  fuppofed  analogy  be- 
tween the  two  cafe?,  and,  by  way  of  inference, 
proceeds  from  the  lefs  to  the  greater.  This  is 
tbc  true  moral  and  dcfignof  the  parable,  and  it  is 
to  be  extended  no  farther.  The  anxiety  and  con- 
cern of  this  man  for  his  future  fupport,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  a  thoughtlcfs  indifference  about  his  fi- 
tuation  hereafter,  was  furely  commendable ;  but 
not  the  meafures  he  purfued,  and  the  means  he 
employed  for  fccuring  the  purpofe  he  had  in  view. 
Toilluftrate  this  point  of  wifdom,  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  parable  are  excellently  contrived. 

The  ^rjl  thing  to  be  confidered  is  the  charac- 
ter and  office  of  the  perfon  who  is  the  principal 
fubjeft  of  it,  and  his  criminal  behaviour  in  the 
difcharge  of  that  truft  reppfed  in  him  :  *  There 

*  was  a  certain  rich  man  which  had  a  fteward, 
^  and  the  fape  was  accufed  unto  him,  that  he  had 

*  wafted  his  goods  Hp  was  the  fteward  of  a 
great  man,  and  had  the  management  of  his  whole 
tftate,  received  his  rents,  and  was  accountable 
for  them  to  his  mafter.  His  office  was  both  ho- 
nourable and  lucrative  j  and,  in  faithfully  di& 

charging  . 
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charging  it,  he  might  have  reafonably  hoped  for 
a  fuitabk  reward.  All  mankind  (land  in  a  fimi* 
lar  relation  to  God,  though  appointed  to  diffc* 
rent  degrees  of  truft  and  honour.  This  is  a  truth 
frequently  inculcated  in  holy  fcripture,  as  of  great 
importance  to  be  kept  in  conftant  remembrance ; 
and  yet  how  apt  are  the  rich  and  the  wealthy  to 
forget  it,  or,  at  leaft,  to  difrcgard  it  in  their  con- 
du£l!  as  plainly  appears  from  thar'  licentious  a- 
bufe  of  the  gifts  of  providence,  whicVi,  among 
them,  fo  generally  prevails.  *  When  men  acquire 
riches  by  their  own  prudence  and  induftry,  they 
are  ready  to  fay,  *  My  power  and  the  might  of 
<  my  hand  hath  gotten  mc  this  wealth.'  They 
think  themfelves,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  difpofc 
of  them  as  they  pleafc,  provided  they  fpend  only 
what  is  their  own,  and  CL*nunit  no.  diredl:  injufticc 
with  regard  to  others.  But,  did  they  feribufly 
confider  that  they  are  only  *  ftewards  of  the  ma- 
i  nifold  grace  of  God,'  and  not  abfolute  proprie- 
tors ;  that  they  are  under  a  ftrifl:  obligation  to 
difpcnfe  his  bounty  according  to  his  will,  and  for 
the  purpofes  of  his  beneficence ;  that  they  (hall 
be  called  to  an  account  of  their  management,  and 
"have  their  ftewardftiip  taken  from  them,  it  would 
eflfeftually  cure  them  of  that  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance 
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gaftce  which  aire  produ6:iVc  of  fo  m^ny  calamities 
to  themfelvcs  and  otbcfSk  This  ftcward,  in  the 
parable  before  us,  fcems  to  have  been  otie 
thofc  thoughtlcfs  difljpated  creatures  whp  never 
allow  thcmfclvcs  to  refleft  whofc  property  it  is 
which  they  poflcfs,  or  what  the  iffue  of  fuch  a 
courfe  of  liccntioufnefs  muft  be.  Hence  it  was 
that  *  he  wafted  his  mafter's  goods he  em- 
bejafclcd  and  mifapplied  them  to  purpofes'  of  his 
own,  but  quite  oppofite  to  the  intention  of  the 
fiipreme  proprietort  He  is  not  accufed  of  fordid 
avarice,  or  laying  up  his  wealth  in  an  ufelefc 
maoiner,  like  the  flothful  fcrvant  in  another  pa- 
rable, but  of  fooliih  prodigality  and  extrava- 
gance ;  or,  as  the  Apoftle  James  expreiTes  it^ 
*  confuming  it  i^on  his  lufts/  Both  thefe  cha- 
raQers  are  highly  criminal  in  the  fight  of  God, 
and  juftly  chargeable,  though  in  different  refpeds, 
with  the  guilt  of  unfaithfulnels  to  their  truft  ;  the 
pne,  by  omitting  to  do  his  matter's  will,  and 
the  other,  by  acting  in  dircft  contradiction  to  it. 
The  unjuft  ftcward.  was  intitled  to  a  decent  main- 
tenance while  he  continued  in  his  mailer's  fervicej 
land  even  to  have  made  provifion,  by  a  prudent 
peconoiny,  againft  future  accidents,  or  the  infir- 
mities of  age.   Such  a  conduct  would  have  been 

juft 
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juft  and  commendable  i  biit,  inftead  of  this^  for^ 
gctful  of  his  duty,  and  every  moral  obligation,  he 
thought  of  nothing  except  the  prcfent  moment, 
and  how  to  gratify  his  fenfual  appetites,  though 
at  the  expence  of  honour  and  juftice,  and  even 
of  his  own  bcft  intcrefts.  How  many,  who  pof- 
fcfs  riches  in  the  greatefl:  abundance,  feem  to 
copy  after  his  bad  example  ?  Like  the  rich  man, 
in  the  former  parable,  they  confider  their  wealth 
merely  as  a  fund  for  fupporting  their  luxury  and 
extravagance,  and  entirely  at  their  own  difpofal. 
Without  Gontroul,  they  range  the  fields  of  plea- 
furc  J  and,  without  interruption,  they  rove  from 
one  fcenc  of  gaiety  and  amufcment  to  another, 
*  fecking  reft,  and  finding  none  •/  Their  imagi- 
nations are  continually  at  work  to  find  out  new 
ways  of  expence,  wafte,  and  diflipation.  Nay, 
mfatuated  by  their  foolifli  and  hurtful  lufts,  like 
this  unjuft  fteward,  they  exhauft  likewife  the  fund 
itfelf,  from  which  they  are  fupplicd  with  the  means 
of  gratification,  and  fink  at  laft  under  the  weight 
of  poverty  and  indigence.  Prodigality,  therefore, 
is,  in  the  firft  place,  an  a£l  of  injuftice  to  God, 
as  it  is  a  Sacrilegious  attempt  to  deprive  him  of 
his  right  of  property  to  ferve  purpofes  of  their 
own,  even  in  oppofition  to  his  declared  will  and 

inten? 
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intention.  It  is  alfo  an  aft  of  injuftice  to  the  podr 
and  indigent  of  our  brethren,  who  have  an  un- 
doubted claim  upon  us  for  a  certain  portion  of 
thofe  good  things  which  the  divine  bounty  hath' 
committed  to  us  to  difpenfe.  It  is  injuftice  to 
Ibcicty  in  general,  as,  by  this  means,  we  caft  our- 
felves  uponi  the  public,  and,  inftead  of  relieving  it 
of  a  part  of  the  burden  of  fupporting  the  necef- 
fitous,  we  increafe  it  by  in  ^idditional  load  of  our 
own  ;  thus,  depriving  thofe  who  are  reduced  to 
poverty  through  Unavoidable  misfortunes  or  in- 
curable infirmities,  of  that  portion  of  the  public 
charity  which  juftly  belongs  to  them.  We  may 
fikewife  add,  that  men,  by  diffipating  their  fub- 
ftance  in  the  many  diflfercnt  ways  of  luxury  and 
extravagance,  commit  the  grcateft  injuftice  as 
well  as  cruelty  to  their  own  families,  whom  the 
law  of  nature,  as  well  as  religion,  lays  us  under 
indifpenfible  obligations  to  provide  for. 

idfy^  The  parable  next  acquaints  us  with  his 
mafl:er's  calling  him  to  an  account  for  his  un- 
faithful management  of  his  truft,  and  difmiffing 
him  from  his  fervice  :  *  He  called  him,  and  faid 

*  unto  him.  How  is  it  that  I  hear  this  of  thee  ? 

*  Give  an  account  of  thy  ftcwardfliip,  for  thou 

*  maycft 
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«  maycft  be  no  longer  fteward  Hereby  he  |eU 
him  know,  that  he  expcdcd  a  more  dutiful  be- 
haviour from  ^im^  and  was  greatly  difiappc^t- 
ed  in  his  hopes.  Hf  exprefTes  a  generous  con- 
oem,  mixed  with  a  juft  indignation,  that  he  muft 
difmiis  him  from  an  office  which  he  had  fo  un-» 
worthily  difcharged,  as  no  longer  defervingfo 
important  a  truA.  The  unhappy  delinquent  has 
nothing  to  plead  in  his  own  defence,  nor  once 
attempts  to  make  an  apology  for  bis  conduS; 
on  the  contrary,  by  his  filence,  he  virtqally  con- 
fefics  the  charge  brought  againit  hip,  not  fo  much 
as  prete;iding  to  offer  any  thing  in  alleviation  of 
guilty  or  in  arrcft  of  judgment.  He  flood 
CQnvi^d  already  by  tfee  judgment  of  his  own 
con&ience,  which  infli^mly  ratified,  or  rather  ^n- 
^ipi^cdy  the  fenfence  of  condeuuiation  pafled  up- 
on him. 

When  we  lay  afide  the  figure,  and  view  this 
part  of  the  parable  in  its  true  meaning,  it  muft 
be  uddcrftopd  as  chiefly  referring  to  that  awful 
day  of  r^compcnfc,  when  our  Lord  and  Matter 
^1  aSfume  the  charado:  and  office  of  a  judge, 
f^r  th?  diilributipfi  of  rewards  and  puni^imenp 

to 

•  Vcrfc  t. 
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to  his  fcrvants.    Somctioics,  iqdced,  in  the  ordL^ 
nary  courfe  of  his  adininiftration,  *  he  putteth 
*  down  one,  and  fctteth  up  another  ;*  he  brlng- 
eth  about  the  mod  furprifing  revolutions,  in  the 
circumftances  of  families  and  particular  perfons, 
often  by  means  fo  cafual  and  unexpeded,  as  to 
flicw,  in  a  ftriking  manner,  the  fovereign  and  ab- 
folutc  dominion  of  his  providence.     But,  fincc 
thefe  changes  and  viciilitudes  happen  promifcu- 
oully  to  good  and  bad  men,  they  are  more  pro- 
perly *  an  alteration'  of  the  nature  and  quality  of 
•the  truft  repofcd  in  ihem,  than  *  a  formal  revoca- 
^  tion*  of  it ;  and  therefore  fall  not  dircdly  under 
the  view  of  this  parable.    It  is,  ftridly  fpeaking, 
at  the  hour  of  death,  that  every  man  is  difchar- 
gcd  from  his  truft,  and  called  to  an  account  of 
his  management.    The  period  of  our  prefcnt  life 
is  the  period  of  our  iflewardihip  ;  and  it  depends 
folcly  on  the  pleafure  of  the  Almighty,  Jn  whate- 
ver manner  the  fientencc  fcall  be  executed  a- 
gainft  us :  «  Give  an  account  of  thy  ftewardfhip*", 
fays  he  to  this  unjuft  ftcward.   '  This  night  thy 
^  foul  fhall  be  required  of  thee,'  faid  he  to  the 
xovctc^us  rich  man  in  the  former  parable.  The 
.  decree  was  fixed  and  irreverfible  j  no  further 
fjpace  for  repentance  and  retrieving  their  paft  mif. 

S  f  condufl 
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confluft  couM  poffibly  be  granted,  nor  any  plea 
of  compaffioa  admitted.  In  fine,  as  death  if  to 
all  a  dif^hargc  from  their  ilewarddiip,  fo  their 
diliTiiflion  is  in  order  to  take  their  trial,  before  a 
tribunal  from  which  there  lies  no  appeal.  The 
lofs  of  thcT  ftcwaruih»p  is  not  the  whole  pimiih* 
nitnt  inflidled  on  the  gu'^ty,  but  will  be  follow- 
ed by  intolerable  anguifli  and  endlefs  mifcry. 

^dlj/j  1  he  p4rablc  goes  on  to  inform  us  how 
extrernely  perplexed  and  uncafy  the  unjuft  ftew- 
ard  was,  when  the  fentencc  of  difmiffion  was  in- 
timated to  him,  and  what  meafures  he  took  tofc- 
cure  hirafelf  aguinft  future  want  and  poverty  ! 

*  Then  he  faid  within  himfelf,  what  (hall  1  do? 

*  For  my  Lord  taketh  ftom  me  the  lleward- 

*  fcip  ^/  He  Was  now  fen fible,  though  too  late, 
.  of  the  ruinous  ftate  of  bis  afiairs,  and  no  doubt 

felt  a  concern,  and  employed  an  attention  about 
his  prefent  unhappy  condition,  which,  if  timely 
bcftowed,  would  have  eflfeftually  prevented  it. 
He  fets  himfelf  in  earned  to  think  by  what  means 
he  may  fubfift  hereafter,  and  contrives  a  plan  for 
that  purpofe,  more  the  refuU  of  worldly  wifdom 
than  of  virtue  aiid  honcfty :  *  I  cannot  dig*,  fey8 

he, 

.  ♦  Vcrfcs. 
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he.   But  why  could  he  not  apply  himfelf  to  fomc 
method  of  honcft  labour  and  indufiry,  which 
would  have  been  both  lawful  and  laudable  ?  He 
does  not  plead  in  cxcufc  the  infirmities  of  fick- 
ftefs  or  of  old  age.    The  truth  was,  doubtlefs, 
that,  by  his  riotous  living,  he  had  fo  enervated  the 
ftrengthof  his  body,  and  the  vigour  of  his  mind, 
as  to  render  himfelf  incapable  of  any  neccflary 
exertion.    Effeminacy  and  voluptuoufaeft  natu- 
rally fink  tnen  into  languor  and  inaftivity,  fo  that 
they  cannot  extricate  themfelvcs  from  the  ca- 
lamities which,  either  through  misfortune,  or  in 
confcquence  of  their  own  irregular  conduft,  may 
bcfial  them :  Whereas  thofe  of  an  oppofite  cha- 
raftcr  and  difpofition,  of  fober  manners,  and  virtu- 
ous deportment,  often  retrieve  their  affairs,  w  len 
almoft  defperate,  by  means  of  that  induflry  and 
diligence  which  their  virtue  enables  them  to  ex- 
ert.  He  goes  on  ;  *  lb  beg  1  am  afliamed.' 
This  was  the  language  of  pride,  as  the  other  was 
of  floth.  Though  poor,  he  was  afliamed  to  confcfs 
his  poverty.    In  one  view,  indeed,  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  be  alhamed  of  his  poverty,  as  it  was  the 
cficfl:  of  his  folly,  and  the  confequence  of  liccn- 
tioufnefs.    But  this  confideration  fcems  leaft  of 
all  to  have  affe£ted  him.   It  appears  that  he  was 

iiQt 
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not  afliamed  of  hisinjuftice  iti  defrauding  his  kmi 
^nd  generous  jnafter,  but  only  of  difcovering 
his  inJigence  by  apply rng  to  others  for  relief. 
This  was  a  falfe  Ihame,  and  fbewed  that  no  pro- 
per fenfe  of  his  guilt  haid  yet  pierced  his  heart* 
.Thus,  men  who  are  addicted  to  criminal  pka- 
fures,  will  have  no  fcruple  to  commit  the  bafcft 
adions,  to  facrifice  every  principle  of  honour  and 
juftice^and  even  of  humanity,  in  order  to  gratify 
•  their  vile  affcdtions  they  feel  little  or  no  cora- 
punftion  for  the  villany  they  have  perpetrated; 
and  are  touched  only  with  that  defervcd  infamy 
,and  reproach,  which  a  difcovery  of  their  wickcd- 
nefs  cannot  fail  to  produce. 

^tily.  The  parable  proceeds  to  unfold  the 
fchemc  of  this  unfaithful  Itcward  for  preventing 
thofe  difagreeablc  confcqucnces  to  himfelf.  Af- 
ter much  thought  and  perplexity,  he  formed  his 
refolution  at  length,  which  was,  to  fecure  an  in- 
tereft  in  the  friendfliip  and  good-will  of  his  ma- 
fter^s  tenants  before  he  fliould  be  turned  out  <rf 
his  office,  by  making  confiderable  abatements 
of  the  debts  which  they  owed  for  their  pofleflions : 
'  I  am  refolved  what  to  do,  that,  when  I  am  put 
•  out  of  the  ftewardfliip,  they  may  receive  me  into 
^  their  houfes*   So  he  called  every  one  of  his 

« lord's 
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*  lord*s  debtors  unto  him ;  and  faid  to  the  firfl:,How 
'  much  oweft  thou  unto  my  Lord  ?  and  he  faid, 

*  An  hundred  racafures  of  oiK  And  he  faid  unto 
*him.  Take  thy  bill,  and  fit  down  quickly,  and 

*  write  fifty.  Then  faid  he  to  another,  And  how 

*  much  oweft  thou  i   and  he  faid,  An  hundred 

*  mcafures  of  wheat ;  and  he  faid  unto  him.  Take 
'  thy  bill  and  write  fourfcorc  We  have  here 
his  whole  fcheme  fet  before  us,  which  was  equal- 
ly unjuft  and  diftionourable.  It  was  a  high  ag- 
gravation of  his  former  guilt,  to  conclude  his  fcr- 
vice  by  a  new  aft  of  fraud  and  perfidy.  His  for- 
mer prodigality,  though  one  continued  aft  of  in- 
juftice  to  his  mafter,  yet  might  be  more  ow- 
ing to  negligence  than  any  direft  intention  to 
defraud  :  It  being  almoft  ever  the  cafe  with  per- 
fons  who  follow  licentious  courfes,  to  fuffer  all 
bufincfs  committed  to  their  management  to  run 
into  difordcr,  and  commonly  without  any  benefit 
to  thcmfelvcs;  But,  in  this  fcheme,  deep  contri- 
vance and  defign  evidently  appear ;  a  direft  in- 
tention, in  this  extreme  diftrefs  of  his  affairs,  to 
avail  himfelf  of  an  artful  and  diflioneft  tranfac- 
tion.  So  naturally  does  one  crime  make  way  for 

another 
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miothcr  more  atrocious  ;  and  fo  ready  are  bad 
mtn  to  attempt  fecuring  the:nfelves  againil  the 
hurtful  confequences  of  their  profligate  behaviour^ 
by  new  a&s  of  wlckednefs,  even  more  dajriflg  and 
prefu  nptuous  than  any  formerly  committed.  The 
firft  ftep  to  injuftice  or  vice  of  any  kind  is,  therer 
fore,  carefully  to  be  guarded  againlt ;  becaufe  the 
progref$  towards  the  mod  flagitious  crimes,  bow- 
ever  flow,  and  perhaps  imperceptible  at  firft,  ii 
certain  and  unavoidable  in  the  iflue. 

But,  farther,  this  fcheme  was  no  leis  mean  and 
contemptible,  than  criminal.  He  was  afliamied 
to  beg  ;  and  yet  he  propofcd  to  live  amopg  hi? 
inferiors^  in  a  ftate  not  leis  dependent,  and  in 
forae  refpcfts  more  humiliating  than  that  of  the 
ordinary  mendicant,  who,  from  hbufc  to  houft, 
foUicits  the  public  charity.  He  was  in  danger 
every  day  of  being  hurried  out  of  doors  into  the 
open  ftreeta,  and  reduced  to  that  fame  abjed 
condition  which  he  is  fo  anxious  to  avoid  :  For 
what  gratitude  could  he  cxpeft  from  perfons  who 
had  no  fcruple  to  avail  themfelves  of,  bis  frau4 
and  injuftice  to  their  common  matter?  They  were 
parties  in  his  guilt,  and  abettors  of  his  ccime,  in 
whpm  no  confidence  could  be  placed.  Men,  it 
is  commonly  iaid,  love  the  treafon  and  hate  the 

traitor. 
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traitdr«  Indeed,  experience  (hews,  that  none  ard 
more  ready  to  accufe  and  detcft  the  guilty  than 
<hofe  who  have  been  partners  in  the  crime,  or 
partakers  otthc  profit.  So  fbolifli  it  is  for  mentd 
think  of  l)ui!ding  ufeful  aflbciations  upon  bafe  and 
unworthy  printiples,  orto  found  d>ligations  of  gra* 
titude  on  a£ts  of  villany  and  injuftice.  It  is  virtue  and 
beneficence  alone  which  can  give  one  an  intereft 
m  the  efteem  and  good-will  of  mankind  ;  where- 
as every  wicked  confpiracy  and  combination  for 
diflloncft  purpofes,  will  be  diffolved  a3  foon  a$ 
the  parties  have  no  longer  any  profpcd  of  f cap- 
mg  advantage  from  its  fuccefs. 

Sthly^  The  parable  next  informs  us  what  were 
the  ientiments  and  opinion  of  the  mafter,  when 
he  %as  informed  of  this  ingenious  but  criminal 
device  of  his  fcrvant :  *  And  the  Lord  commend- 
«  cd  the  iinjuft  fteward,  becaufe  be  had  done 
*  wifely  ^/  It  is  obvious,  that  this  approbation 
is  entirely  confined  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  con- 
trivance, and  docs  not  extend  to  the  diflioneft 
means  by  which  he  propofed  to  accomplifli  it'} 
for  he  ftili  gives  him  the  title  of  the  *  unjuft  ftew- 

*ard/ 
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^  ard/  Were  we  to  underftand  it  in  any  other 
fcnfe,  it  would  be  giving  fanftion  to  a  moft  com* 
plicated  fchcme  of  fraud  and  injuftice,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  inconfiftent  with  the  moral  in*- 
ftruflion  intended  by  the  parable.  It  is  orily  faid, 
that  he  commended  the  unjuft  fteward,  becaufc 
he  had  done  '  .wifely,*  that  is,,  for  himfelf.  Tho' 
he  could  not  fail  to  be  provoked  at  his  knavery, 
yet,  in  fome  degree,  he  approved  of  his  forccaft 
and  contrivance,  which  was  fo  artfully  adapted 
to  the  defperate  (late  of  his  affairs ;  as  if  he  had 
faid,  *  I  muft  commend  fuch  a  man  as  this,  who 

*  knows  how  to  do  well  for  himfelf,  in  a  cafe  of 

*  fuch  extreme  diftrefs ;  and  how  to  improve  a 

*  prcfent  opportunity  for  his  future  advantage, 

*  while  it  remains  within  his  power  :*  For  he 
adds,  *  The  children  of  the  world  are  wifcr  in 

*  their  generation  than  the  children  of  light/ 
This  is  a  general  obfervation  on  the  condud  of 
men,  occafioped  by  the  dextrou^s  management 
of  the  unjuft  fteward.  He  divides  them  ii)tq  two 
claifes,  namely,  <  the  children  of  the  world,  and 

the  children  of  light that  is,  good  and  bad 
metiy  here  denominated  from  the  different  ob- 
je£ts  of  happinefs  which  they  purfuc.  The  lat- 
ter arc  called  '  the  children  of  the  world  be- 

caufe, 
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^  caufc  the  great  end  of  all  their  aSions  and  de^ 
figns,  is  to  fccurc  riches,  honours,  and  pleafures, 
in  this  prefcnt  life,  in  preference  to  the  happinefg 
of  their  iannoftal  fouls  in  the  world  to  come. 
They  love  this  world,  and  the  things  of  it,  more 
than  heaven,  or  the  things  which  are  above,. 
On  the  other  hand,  good  men  ?ire  called  «  the 
^  chiidcen  of  light,'  becauQ:  they  have  a  jufter 
Knowledge  and  tafte  of  happinefs ;  '  They  fctk; 
<  firft  the  kingdom  ot  God  and  its  righteoufncfs,^ 
^d  other  things  only  in  fubordi  nation  to  this 
main  purfuit.  In  fhort,  men  are  denpmins^ed 
the  children  of  light,  or  the  children  of  tlie  world,, 
from  the  leadmg  objcft  of  their  affeclions,  thp 
governing  principles,  and  general  tenoi[  of  theix 
actions.  Agreeably  to  this ^  we  are  to  undcrftand 
the  general  rcflcdtion  here  made  by  our  Savio-ur 
on  the  conduft  of  good  and  bad  men,  and  th^ 
prcfereiKe  he  fecms  to  give  to  the  laft  abpve  the 
firft,  in  point  of  prudence  ar.d  w  fdom,  k  is  qf 
the  nature  of  all  proverbial  fayings,  which,  the* 
for  the  raoft  part,  and  in  general,  true,  yet  ftd-. 
init  of  particular  exceptions.  For  inftanoe,  fomc 
there  have  been,  and  we  hope  tlierc  are  {lill  to  be 
found,  perfons  of  fuch  eminent  piety  and  virtue, 
^hat  they  fcem  to  exert  themfclvcs  in  working  out 
Tl;     *  their 
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their  felvatlon  with  a  zeal  and  ardour,  with  a  prfl- 
dencc  and  circumfpedion,  not  inferior  to  theu- 
fual  wifdom  and  diligence  of  worldly  men  in  pro- 
fecuting  their  fccular  intcrcfts.  They  huftand 
their  time  to  the  beft  advantage  ;  they  embrace 
opportunities  of  religious  improvement  with  a- 
lacrity  and  judgment ;  and,  in  all  they  do  or  dc- 
fign,  feem  to  have  heaven  in  their  eye.  To  bor- 
row the  beautiful  exprcffion  of  the  Pfatmift, 

*  They  go  from  ftrength  to  ftrength  *  or,  to  life 
the  eiiiphatical  words  of  our  Saviour,  *  The  king- 

*  dom  of  heaven  fuflFers  violehce,  and  the  violent 

*  take  it  by  force  -|- an  cxprciEon  only  applicable 
to  fuch  pcrfons.  On  the  other  hand,  among  the 
children  of  the  world,  are  there  not  many  who 
conduS  their  different  fchemcs  of  worldly  bap- 
pinefs,  without  the  leaft  degree  of  wifdom  and 
prudence,  and  confequcntly  are,  for  the  molt 
part,  difappointed  of  their  aims  ?  Still,  however, 
our  Saviour's  general  maxim  holds  true,  ^nd 
ftands  confirmed  by  fa6k  and  obfcrvation,  that  the 
far  greater  part  of  thofe  who  fc^k  nothing  high, 
cr  than  the  enjoyments  of  this  prefcnt  world,  dif- 
cover  greater  care  and  attention,  afl:  with  more 
wifdom  and  prudence,  and  exert  themfelves  with 
more  diligence  and  ihduftry,  than  good  men  ge- 
nerally 

♦  Pfal.  Jzzxiy.  7.         f  Matth.  xi.  la. 
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kehdiy  do  in  inanagibg  their  fpiritoaliind  ever- 
lafting  cohcerns. 

Having  thus  ez[^laitied  the  true  meaning  of  the 
aphbrifm  here  expreifed^  and  linder  what  reftric- 
tioi)s  it  to  be  underftood,  we  fliall  conclude 
with  pointing  out  thofe  leffons  of  \^ifdbiti  we  may 
darive  from  the  tonduft  of  the  unjuft  ftcward, 
and  the  men  6f  the  ^drld  in  gcnerd.  Wifdom 
confifts  not  only  in  making  choice  of  a  proper 
objcflt  of  purfuit,  conformable  to  Our  general 
fcbcme  of  haj^incfe  in  view,  but  in  feleding  the 
fitted  ti^eails  of  attaining  it»  together  with  dili- 
gcQce  and  perfcvcrence  in  applying  then^ ;  in  iklll 
and  iagacity  to  iipprove  incidental  advantages ; 

finally^  in  not  fuffcring  ourfclvcs  tb  be  divert- 
ed from  our  views  by  occafional  alluremeata, 
or  difcouraged  bjr  linforefeen  and  uneitpeded  dif- 
ficulties. Tbcfe  things  arc  well  undctftodd,  and 
fticcefsfuHy  pradifcd  by  the  children  of  the  world, 
in  conduding  their  fecular  aSaiirs  ;  and,  in  thefe 
rrfpcSsi  they  arc  patterns  worthy  of  imitation  to 
the  children  of  light,  in  the  management  of  their 
fpiritual  intercfts;  What  pity  is  it,  that  fuch  wif- 
dom and  a£^ivity  ihould  be  applied  only  to  fuch 
trivial  purpofcs  as  the  fecuring  the  precarious  ad- 
vantages ot  this  prcfent  life !  or,  that  good  men, 

who 
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vfJso  are  in  of  true,  and  eterlaftlng  hapf^intlii 
ihould  be  fo  generally  excelled  in  prudeooey  2t« 
ttotion,  and  indttflry^  m  their  various  .p«rfuk8| 
by  the  men  of  the  world  I 

This  naturally  leads  to  the  confidcratiOn  of  the 
trud  moral  of  the  parable,  wUcb  is  contamcd.in 
the  9th  tcrfe  5  <  Make  to  yourfclves  frknds  of  the 
^•Mammon  of  unrighteoufnefei  that,  when  ye  iaU^ 
f  they  may  receive  you  into  cverlafting  habita- 
'  •  tiofts  To  Inforce  this  important  duty,  feems 
to  be  our  Saviour's  principal  ddigti  in  the  coo* 
trivance  of  this  parable.  The  unjuft  flcward,  in 
order  to  provide  a  future  maintenance  for  himfelf 
when  he  (bould  be  turned  gMt  of  his  employment^ 
endeavoured  tO'  fecure  an  intereft  in  the  friend* 
ihip  of  his  mafler's  tenants,  and  a  comfortable 
retreat  in  their  houfes,  by  a  iisafonable,  though 
an  unjnftiiiable  ad  of  liberality  to  tbem^  as  al- 
ready reprcfcnted.  Although  we  are  not  called 
to  imitate  him  in  his  fraud  and  injuilice,  yet  we 
are  here  inftruded,  in  general,  that  we  ought  to 
lay  nut  our  worldly  fubftance,  with  a  view  to  pro- 
mote our  future  and  everlafting  bapptnefs  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.    To  fecure  the  good<^wiIl  of 

the 
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the  t<!tia!iM».  was  a  wife  and  proper  ^pedle^t  id 
his  prefont  diftreftful  fituation,  and  afforded  fom^L 
heif>e  of  reficf )  but,  to  fe^ure  an  inteiteft  in  th£ 
frieildfhip  of  God,  is  of  infinitely  greater  conftf- 
quence  to  oor  true  happincfi.  As  the  wafte  of 
ricbcSy  in  gratifying  our  vicious  lufts,  will  be' 
fciowed  by  the  fevereft  puniihment  in  a  future 
(late  of  retribution  ;  fo  we  are  aflured,  that  a  wife 
and  proper  applieation  of  them  for  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  good  of  mankind,  will  be  crowned 
with  the  higheft  honours  and  rewards  in  his  hea« 
venly  kingdom*  This  is  frequently  incukated 
in  holy  fcripture,  in  order  to  excite  us  to  a£i:s  of 
pety  and  beneficence :  *  Blefled  are  the  dead, 
'  which  die  in  the  Lord,  that  they  may  reft  from 
■  their  labours,  and  their  works  do  follow  thcm^/ 
But  this  point  is  difcuffcd  more  fully  in  the  pa- 
rable of  the  Rich  Man  and  Lazarus,  which  is 
fubjoined.  In  fhort,  the  cunning  device  of  the 
unjuft  fleward,  however  fuccefsful,  could  only 
fecare  to  him  a  temporary  habitation  and  a  pre- 
carious fubfiftence ;  whereas,  the  method  here 
pointed  out  by  our  Saviour,  of  employing  our 
worldly  fubflance,  cannot  fail  to  f(?cure  an  cver- 

lafting 
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lading  habitation  in  the  immediate  prefcncebf^ 
God.  He  calls  the  riches  of  this  \^orld  ^  tht 
*  Mammon  of  unrigbtedafnefs,'  6t  of  decdt/  as 
the  original  word  properly  fignifics;  efpecially 
\vhen  procured  by.  injiiftice,  or  fquandcrcd  iii 
hixury  and  voluptuoufnefs,  in  oppofuion  to  tbc 
true  riches^  which  God  will  gracioufly  bfeilow  oii 
his  wife^nd  faithful  fervants. 

In  fine,  the  proper  management  of  money  in 
the  way  of  commerce,  with  a  view  to  profit,  i$ 
the  great  ftudy  and  bufmcfs  of  the  children  of ^ 
this  world.  For  this  purpofe,  .many  different 
fchemes  are  contrived,  and^  various  arts  put  in 
praftice  every  day>  which  are  all  the  rcfult  of 
worldly  wifdom  and  policy.  They  lend  it  out  to 
iatcreft,  depofite  it  in  public  funds,  barter  it  for  ' 
goods  from  different  countries ;  they  willingly 
cxpofe  it  to  perils  by  fea  and  by  land,  and  all  with 
a  view  of  increafing  their  weakh.  This  is  the 
great  objeft  of  their  attention',  which  they  never 
lofe  fight  of.  As  the  maxims  of  worldly  wifdom 
point  out  the  moft  effcftual  ways  of  promoting 
our  fccular  intercfts,  fo  the  precepts  of  rcligioa 
inftrud  us,  with  greater  clearncfs  and  certainty^ 
how  to  make  riches  and  other  worldly  advantages 
conducive  to  future  and  evcrlafting  happincfe.  It 
*    ,  '  .is 
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is  owing,  therefore,  to  the  want  of  dae  attention 
to  the  rules  of  religion,  or  of  a  proper  difpofition 
to  comply  with  them,  that  the  children  of  light 
fo  generally  fall  fliort,  in  point  of  wifdom  an^  di- 
\  ligence,  as  to  the  manner  of  conducing  their  re- 
fpeftivc  purfuits. 

To  conclude,  notwithftanding  thi$  jul^cenfurc 
which  our  Saviour  paffes  on  the  general  conduft 
of  mankind,  in  the  management  of  their  tempos 
ral  and  fpiritual  concerns,  it  ftill  remains  a.  moft 
certain  irpth,  that  the  pra^icc  of  religion  i«  our 
trueft  wifdom  j  whereas, '  the  way  of  wicked  men 

*  is  their  folly or,  as  St  Paul  emphatically  ex- 
prcffes  it,  *  The  wifdom  of  the  world  is  foolifli- 

*  ncfs  with  (God.*  It  is  only  in  a  partial  and  li- 
mited fenfe  that  the  children  of  this  world  are 
deemed  wifer  than  the  children  of  light ;  for,  it 
the  whole  complex  cafe  be  conCdered,  and  if  the 
tendency  and  cffcds  of  thofe  different  kinds  of 
wifdom  are  duly  compared,  it  will  evidently  ap- 
pear,  that  the  advantage  is  on  the  fide  of  religion: 
f  Wifdom,'  fays  our  Lord,  ^.  is  juftified  of  her 

*  children  f  /  The  wifdom  of  the  world  is,  at  beft, 
taken  up  about  minute  and  inconfiderable  objeft?, 

the 
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!  the  conveniencics  oS  a  ihort  and  tranfitorylife^  in 
which  it  is  often  difappointed  of  fuccefsr^  But  the 
wifdom  of  religion  teaches  us  how  to  fecure  the 
happinefs  of  our  iminortal  fouls,  when  this  world, 
and  the  fafliion  thereof^  bath  pafled  away ;  it 
makes  us  ^  wife  unto  falvation/  The  former  is 
a  Ihor^ghted  wifdom  that  fees  but  a  little  way, 
and  regards  only  a  prcfent  and  temporary  tntercft : 
The  latter  takes  in  a  larger  compafSj^  an  exten- 
five  profped  into  futurity,  enables  us  to  form 
juft  eftimate  of  objeds  conncdcd  with  our  true 
intereft,  to  prefer  *  the  things  which  are  not  feen, 
'  and  are  eteroalp  to  thofe  which  are  feen  and  are 
^  temporal/  In  .fine,  death  is  the  final  period  of 
all  worldly  felicity,  and  *  the  beginning  of  for- 
<  rows'  to  wicked  men ;  but,  the  righteous,  it 
is  a  iafe  and  fhort  paflage  to  eyerlafting  reft,  and 
introduces  them  into  the  immediate  prcfencc  of 
God,  which  is  the  completion  of  their  hopes  aod 
their  happinefs.  Our  Saviour,  therefore,  intends 
no  general  enc9a}ii^m  on  worldly  wifdom  and 
prudence,  when  he  makes  this  juft  reflection  on 
the  conduft  of  mankind,  but  merrly  to  caution 
good  men  againft  that  cpldncfs  and  languor,  tbat 
indolence  and  inaftivity,  which  they  are  too  ready 
to  indulge  in  matters  of  fpiritual  concern,  apd 

to 
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to  Itir  OS  up  to  diligence  and  perfeverence  in  the 
fervicc  of  God,  that^  when  we  fhall  be  called  to 
give  an  account  of  our  ftewardfhip,  we  may  be 
received  into  thofe  evcrlafting  manfions  of  glory 
and  felicity  above,  which  our  divine  mafler  hath 
{nrepared  for  his  wife  and  faithful  fervants. 


V  ^  THE 


C  338  ) 


THE 

PARABLE  OF  THE  RICH  MAN  a!4p 
LAZARUS^ 

WHETHER  this  difcourfc  pf  our  Savi. 
our  18  to  be  coniidered  as  a  parable  or 
hiftory,  or  a  mixture  of  both,  is  not  materiali  as 
to  the  excellent  inflrudions  we  may  receive  from 
it.  That  it  does  not  refcmble  mod  of  his  other 
parables,  in  which  fpiritual  things  are  reprefcnted 
by  (imiUtudes  taken  from  objeds  oi:  fenfe,  is  a- 
bund^ntiy  plain  ;  for  there  is  110  fidiilitude  here 
ufed,  but  all  the  circumftances  appear  to  point 
I  out  a  real  tranfadion,  At  the  fame  time,  it  can- 
not properly  be  viewed  as  the  narrative  of  an  hi- 
ftorical  fafl ;  becaufe  this  fuppofition  will  not  a- 
grce  with  the  converiation.  related  between  A- 

braham 
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bf^lblm  in  heaven^  and  the  Rich  Man  in  helL 
This  circumftancc  is  evidently  fidlitious,  contH- 
ved  merely  to  inforcc  and  illuftrate  the  moral  of 
the  pstrable*  Therefore,  inftead  of  callitig  it  a  pa- 
rable, in  the  ftrift  fenfe  of  the  word,  or  the  hi- 
ftory  of  two  perfons  of  diflferent  condition  and 
charader,  it  may  be  confidercd  as  more  properly 
a  general  dcfcription  of  the  different  ftatc  of  good 
and  bad  men  in  a  future  world  j  brought  into  the 
form  of  a  facred  drama.    This  is  evidently  the 
principal  incident  in  the  allegory  j  and,  for  the  fake 
of  introducing  it  with  propriety,  the  previous  nar* 
tativjc  has  a  place.    The  converfation  between 
Abraham  and  ^he  rich  man  is  funilar  to  that  be- 
tween God  an4  Satan  in  the  book  of  Job,  and 
to  be  viewed  in  the  fimc  light,  as  contrived  to 
Convey  the  intended  inftruftion^  through  the  help 
of  the  imagination,  in  a  more  lively  and  forcible 
manner  t  And,  as  that  feigned  circumftance  in 
.  the  book  of  Job,  is  confcftcnt  with  the  truth  of 
his  hiftory  in  general  4  fo  this  funilar  reprcfcnta- 
tion  in  the  parable  before  us,  will  equally  agree 
^\th  fuppofing,  that  oar  Saviour  might  have  had 
two  particular  perfons  in  his  eye,  who  aSually  li- 
ved in  fuch  different  circumftances  as  are  hiCve 

defer  ibed, 
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dcfcribed^  it  not  being  ufual  in  parables  to  infe^ 
the  names  of  pcrfons 

It 

♦  It  muft  be  acknowledged,  however,  that  the  other 
fuppodtion,  that  no  fuch  reference  was  intended  by  our 
Saviour,  but  only  a  general  reprel'entation  of  the  future 
ffate  of  good  and  bad  men,  feems  more  probable.  When 
beth  cafes  are  duly  confide  red  and  compared  together, 
they  are  diOimilar  in  other  refpeds ;  for*  not  only  is  Job 
defcribed  as  a  real  perfon  by  his  name,  his  country,  and 
relations,  but  alfo  by  his  fmgular  lofFes  and  (ufFerings^ 
which  are  related  with  fuch  circumftances  as  can  only 
agree  with  hiftorical  fads.    Belides,  the  reality  of  his  ex- 
idence  in  that  early  period,  as  a  man  of  eminent  piety 
and  virtue,  is  farther  confirmed  by  the  mention  made  of 
him  in  the  book  of  Ezekiel,  chap.  ziv.  14.  in  conjundiofi 
with  Noah  and  Daniel,  as  being  fimilar  in  their  charac- 
ters and  difpofitions.    In  truths  the  account  of  Job's  tri- 
als and  fufferings,  which  he  indured  with,  fo  much  pa- 
tience, is  fo  lingular- and  extraordinary  in  all  refpeds,  as 
will  not  correfpond  with  the  hiftory  of  any  other  perfon 
whatfoever,  of  whom  we  have  any  knowledge  or  infer- 
matio'n ;  whereas  the  reprefentatk>n  of  the  different  con* 
ditions  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus  in  the  parable,  is 
quite  agreeable  to  the  general  itate  of  mankind  in  a  date 
of  probation^  and  is  confirmed  by  daily  experience  and 
obfervation.    To  this  we  may  add,  that,  if  the  charader 
of  Job  were  merely  fiditious,  and  his  fufferings  ideal  and 

imaginary, 
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It  is  more  material  to  obfervc,  that,  as  the  p^pra- 
bles  of  the  l*oft  Sheep,  the  Loft  Piece  of  Money, 
and  the  Prodigal  Son,  are  defigned  to  fet  before 
us  the  grace  of  the  gofpel  to  the  truly  penitent ; 
fo  this  is  intended  to  *  reveal  the  wrath  of  God 

*  from  heaven,  againft  all  ungodlinefs  and  un- 

*  righteoufnefs  of  men.*  Here  our  Saviour,  as 
it  were,  draws  afide  the  veil,  and  gives  us  a 
profpcft  of  the  invifible  worlds  and  of  the  ftatc 
of  good  and  bad  men  hereafter,  in  confequence 
of  their  behaviour  in  this  prefent  life.    He  had, 

ia 

imaginary,  with  what  propriety,  or  to  what  purpofe  are 
his  piety  and  patience  recommended  to  us  in  facred  fcrip- 
lare,  as  a  pattern  for  our  imitation  ?  There  is  but  httle 
weight  in  the  objeftioni  that  the  rich  man  bears,  no  par- 
ticular name  or  defignation;  whereas  the  poor  man  is 
fpoke  of  as  a  particular  perfon  of  a  known  and  frequent 
appellation  among  the  Jews,  when  we  confider,  th;it  the 
name  ^  of  Lazarus  lignifies  one  that  needs  the  help-  of 
God,  and  is  deftituie  of  humam  aid,  and  confeqiiently, 
may  denote  a  beggar  in  general,  or  any  perfon  in  the  af- 
fliftcd  condition  bf  Lazarus.  This  parable  feems  to  re- 
ferable that  of  the  good  Samaritan,  which  is  related  as  a 
matter  of  fadt,  and,  in  its  principal  circumftances,  might 
have  literally  happened,  withe -^t  any  neceffity  of  fuppo- 
fing  a  reference  to  a  particular  cafe. 
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ih  the  former  parable,  reprefcntcd  that,  the  pta^ 
fofc  wafting  of  riches  for  the  purpofes  of  luic'ury 
and  voluptuoafncfs,  is  an  unjuft  alienation  of 
our  matter's  property,  and  a  (hameful  breach  of 
truft  J  and  therefore  muft  expofe  men  to  fcvere 
punifhment  in  the  world  to  come.  In  this  parable^ 
he  carries  the  argument  ftill  farther,  and  fliews, 
by  a  kind  of  moral  pidure,  drawn  in  the  ftrongeff 
colours,  that  hard  heartednefs  and  uncharitable- 
nefs  towards  the  poor,  the  want  of  mercy  and 
compaflion,  are  alone  fufGcient,  without  any  othef 
guilt,  to  fink  men  into  evcrlafting  perdition}  and, 
on  the  contrary,  that  poverty  and  affliftion  on 
earth  from  the  hand  of  God,  when  fuftained  with 
a  pious  refignation  and  fonitude,  will  be  reward^ 
ed  with  eternal  fcFicity  in  the  world  to  came.  In- 
ftcad  of  treating  this  fubjcft  in  the  way  of  didac- 
tic reafoning,  he  points  out  two  ftriking  objeds, 
and  fcts  them  full  in  our  view,  in  proof  of  the 
h&.  On  the  one  hand,  a  wicked  man  loaded 
with  wealth,  and  wallowing  in  fenfual  pleafure  id 
the  prcfcnt  life,  but  mifcrablc  and  wretched  in 
the  next ;  on  the  other  band,  a  good  man,  op- 
prcffed  with  poverty  and  complicated  affliSion 
here,  at  death  tranflated  to  perfe£l  and  never- 
ending  blifs* 
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Brjl^  we  have  here  rcprcfentcd  the  different  con- 
dition and  circumftanccs  of  thefc  two  pcrfons  who 
arc  the  fubjcftsof  the  parable:  '  There  was  a  cer- 
tain rich  man,  which  was  clothed  in  purple  and 
'  fine  linen,  and  fared  fumptuoufly  every  day 
This  (hort  account  is  intended  merely  as  a  defcrip-i 
tionof  his  luxury  and  opulence,  both  as  to  drefs 
and  table,  and  not  as  a  cenfure  for  taking  the  ufcof 
that  plenty  which  providence  had  beftowed:  It  is 
the  waftc  and  abufc  of  riches,  that  is  rcprefented 
in  the  parable.  Ais  it  is  not  fuppofcd  that  he  pro- 
cured his  wealth  by  oppreffion  or  injuftice,  he 
had  a  right  to  fiipport  himfelf  and  family,  in  a 
manner  fuited  to  the  ftation  and  dignity  which 
he  held  in  focicty.  It  was  not,  therefore,  his  crime 
that  he  was  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and 
fared  futTiptubufly  ;  for,  when  this  is  not  the  ef' 
fcit  of  mcie  vanity  and  hurtful  profufion,  it  is 
allowable,  and  appears  to  be,  in  fomc  degree,  ne- 
cefrary,toprefervc  the  proper  diftindions  of  rank, 
without  which,  civil  fociety  would  be  apt  to  run 
into  confufion.  The  criminal  part  of  his  cha- 
raftet  was,  thill  he  made  his  riches  fubfervicnt 
only  to  the  gratification  of  his  fenfual  pafllons, 

with. 
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without  the  Icaft  confidcration  or  feeling  for  the 
nccelEties  of  others.  While  he  fpared  no  cx- 
pence  in  adorning  hitnfelf,  his  fervants,  and  de^ 
pendents,  with  gay  apparel,  he  never  thought  of 
clothing  the  naked :  Nor,  while  he  fared  fumptu- 
oufly  every  day,  did  he  think  of  the  wants  of 
the  poor,  or  of  feeding  the  hungry.  He  dvcr-^ 
looked  even  Lazarus,  though  laiid  at  his  gate, 
and  daily  expofed  to  his  view.  Thus,  *  his  tabic 
*  became  aTnare  to  him,'  being  covered  with  a 
]u:ii:urious  profu(ion|  without  true  hofpitality. 
His  liberality  was  void  of  charity,  and  his  out* 
ward  fplendor  a  mere  gilded  cpver  to  the  bafe*. 
nefs  and  deformity  of  his  fouU 

The  parable  next  exhibits,  by  vay  of  coQtrafty 
a  very  different  fcene  ;  a  pious  man,  in  the  moft 
deftitute  and  afiiided  circumftances,  not  only 
fo  indigent  as  to  have  no  property  of  his  own, 
but  fo  enfeebled  in  bis  body,  tfy  diftrefs  and  in- 
firmity, that  he  was  incapable  of  fupporting  him- 
fdf  by  the  honeft  labour  of  his  hands,  or  even 
to  walk  about,  from  one  plaqe  to.  another,  to  fol-. 
licit  relief  from  t^e  humane  and  compaffipnate. 
It  is  (aid,  ^  That  he  was  laid  at  the  rich  man's 
^  gate  full  of  fores**.  His  cafe  was  truly  pitiable, 
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9^4  ip^ght  well  have  melted  the  hardcfl  heart  in* 
tofentiments  of  compallion*    It  i$  added,  ^  That 
*  the  dogs  pamc  aqd  licked  his  fores/  Which 
may  either  be  copfidcred  as  a  further  proof  of 
his  hclplefe  condition,  qr  perhaps  a  tacit  cenfurc 
of  the  negled  and  infenfibility  of  the  rich  man, 
who  «,adc  np  attempt  to  alleviate  the  pain, 
or  foQth  the  diftrefe  of  this  wretched  fupplicant, 
Twocircumftances  are  here  mentioned,  which 
render  the  condudt  of  the  rich  man  highly  crimi- 
nal: Firjlj  That  La?arus,  an  objeft  of  great  di- 
ih-efs,  was  e^ery  day  in  his  view,  fo  that  he  could 
not  plead  ignorance  of  his  deplorable  fituation, 
PcrfiDns  of  a  benevolent  and  charitable  difpofition, 
take  pleaf^re  in  going  to  the  houfe  of  mourning, 
in  order  to  fympathiCe  with  the  afflicted,  and  af^ 
fbrd  them  every  poflible  relief.    But  they  are 
hardened  to  ari  extreme  degree,  who,  like  the 
pricft  and  Lcvitc,  in  a  former  p^irable, .  or  like 
this  rich  m^n,  can  turn  their  eyes  from  fuch  an 
objcft,  or  Hop  their  ear?  againft  the  cry  of  di- 
ftiefs  ! .  Secondly^  The  behaviour  of  Lazarus  was 
fo  remarkably  hi^mble  and  iiiodeft,  ihat  he 
would  have  been  contented  with  the  fmalleft  re- 
lief :    \  He  defired,  only,  to  be  fed  .with  the 
^  Crugabj  which  fell  from  the  rich  man*5  tabic  / 
X  X     ^  yet 
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yet  this  fmall  pittance,  the  portion  of  dogs^  wi^ 
not  bcftowed  upon  him.  Like  Job,  he  fuftain* 
ed  this  load  of  diftrefs  'with  a  becoming  (Uencc 
and  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God  j  neither  corti- 
plaining  of  the  fcverity  of  his  fate,  nor  inveigh- 
ing againft  the  inhumanity  of  the  rich  epicure, 
who  every  day  faw,  and  every  day  forgot  him. 
How  unlike  was  his  humble  and  modeft  behavi- 
our to  that  of  thofe  numerous  and  importunate 
mendicants  who,  fromidlenefs  and  profligacy,  are 
beggars  by  trade  ;  and,  in  order  to  cxritc  d>m* 
paflion,  are  at  pairis  to  ict  forth  their  real  or  fifih» 
tiQUS  diftrcfles  with  many  words  and  much  often-r 
tation  ? 

The  fccond  part  of  iht  parable  fets  before 
us  the  different  ftate  and  condition  of  thefe 
two  perfons  in  the  world  to  come  ;  and  here  a 
very  fuddcn  rcverfe  of  circumftances  is  prefented 
to  our  view.  The  poor  man,  in  reward  of  his 
piety  and  patience,  is  tranflated  to  a  ftate  of  eter- 
nal and  unchangeable  felicity  :  The  rich  man, 
on  the  contrary,  in  juft  puniflimcnt  of  his  fenfu- 
ality  and  uncharitablcnefs,  is  plunged  into  intole- 
rable and  endlefs  mifery. '  Previous  to  the  open- 
ing of  thi3  awful  fcene,  it  is  obferved,  that  both  had 
died  Death,  which  is  the  common  lot  of  man- 
kind, favours  not  the  rich  man  for  his  riches, 

nor 
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hor  overlooks  the  poor  man  for  his  poverty, 

*  Ojbc  dicth/  (ays  Job,*  in  his  full  ftrength,  being 

*  wliolly  at  eafe  and  quiet ;   his  breads  are 

*  full  of  milk,  and  his  bones  are  mbiftened  yUrith 

*  marrow :  Another  dieth  in  the  bitterncfs  of  his 

*  foul,  and  iicver  eatcth  withpleafure  j  they.fliall 
'  lie  down  alike  in  the  diift^  and  the  dud  ihall  co- 
Vvcrtbem^/  We  are  told,  that  the  beggar 
dki  firft.  The  Almighty,  cotnpafTiohatihg  his 
diflreis,  which  found  no  pity  or  help  from  man, 
was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  intcrpofe  for  his  relief, 
by  taking  him^  from  a  world  of  forrdw  and  fuffer- 
ing,  to  hiihfelf :  Thus  a  fpeedy  end  Was  put  to  all 
his  calamities  ;  and  he  who  could  find  no  other 
Ihcltef  and  place  of  fccurity,  was  hid  in  the 
graven  where  the  wicked  ccafe  from  troubling, 
and.  where  the  weary*  are  at  reft/  It  is  alfo. 
to.  be  obfervcd,  that  no  mention  is  made  of  the 
burial  of  Lazarus;  Perhaps  he  was  '  buried  with 

*  the  burial  of  an  afs  f  ,*  as  was  predidcd  of  Jchoia- 
kim,  without  mourning  and  lamehtatipn;  or 
thrown  into  fonie  obfcure  grave  Without  cere- 
mony or  delay.  Nay,  it  is  well,  if  an  unfeeling 
worl  d,  who  fuffered  him  to  ftarve  while  alive, 

did 
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did  not  leave  his  body  expofed,  to  become  tit 
prey  of  beafts  when  dead.  On  the  other  hii^^ 
it    faid  of  the  rich  man,  thai  he  *  dicdi  affd  wai 

*  buried and  it  is  natural  to  fuppofc,  that  Kii  fune- 
ral wad  cbnduSed  with  great  pamp  aiid  Q>ten- 
dor  ;  his  remains  conveyed  to  a  ftately  fep^lchrc 
by  a  numerous  train  of  friends,  and  there  dfe^- 
fited  with  all  the  folemfi  honours  ufually  paid  to 
diftinguilhed  mortality;  that  the  fcalpturcd  monu- 
ment would  proclaim  his  grcatnefs,  atrd  adorn  his 
memory  with  many  falfe  and  falfbifie  praifes. 
This  was  all  the  advantage  and  diftindion  trfcich 
his  riches  could  procure  him  after  his  deiith$ 
but  all  this  was  of  no  avail  to  render  hinof  hiippy  ^ 
in  a  future  /ftiite,  as  the  fequel  of  tbe  parable 
ihows*  But,  how  triffing  and  ?nfignificam  aB'Ais 
outward  fhow  and  pageantry,  eotnpared  tnth 
the  honours  conferred  on  the  poor,  but  pioUS  beg- 
gar, immediately  after  his  death  f  A  guard  of  an- 
gels, who  arc  *  miniftring  fpirits  to  the  hcifsof  fal- 

•  vatiorr,*  was  difpatched  from  heaven  to  conduflt 
his  difembodied  foul  to  the  ceteflial  manfions  of  the 
blefled.  It  is  recorded  inhiftory,  that  AmafisKingof 
Egypt  had  his  triumphal  chkriot  drawn  by* Kings 
whom  he  had  conquered  and  taken  captive :  A 
high  infult  indeed  to  royal  dignity^  and  even  the 

fights 
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rights  of  faiiminitj.  But  this  eingeUc  proce^od 
in^oQOttr  of  Lassaxus,  is  inBnitely  more  magbU 
fieeat,  aad  ootflunes  every  fcene  of  worldly  fplen* 
dor  that  was  ever  exhilHted  on  e^rth.  And 
yfct  ^  this  honour  have  all  the  faiats,'  when  God 
is  graciouily  .plcafed  to  dtfmifs  them  from  their  > 
l^ars  and  fuffefings,  in  order  to  receive  the 
glorious  reward  of  their  faithful  fervices.  It  is 
added,  that  *  he  was  carried  by  the  imgds  intO' 

*  Abrahafiot's  bofom.'  The  Jews>  we  are  told^ 
bad  three  ways  of  expi?effing  the  happihefs  of 
go^d  men  after  dea^b:  <  They  ^o  to  the  garden 
Vof  £deii^  or  t?o  the  throiae  <rf  glory ;  or^  as  hcr^^ 

*  fti  the  bofom  of  Abraham/  This  kft,  whicb 
our  Saviour  makes  ufe  of^  Agai^  m  geiiei^I^ 
that  they  are  admitted  H^to  the  company  and  ki^ 
lowibip  of  thaft  emifieAt  pafcriarch,  to  paptake  of 
his  jglory  and  felicity  in  the  heavenly  ftate#  The 
phrafe  carries  im  it  sm  evident  alludon  to  the  an- 
cient caftpm  obferved  at  feafis  am^ong  the  Jew^ 
and  other  nations^  where  the  moft  favowed  guefi: 
fat  xKHt  the  maAer,  and  leaned  on  his  breafi:^ 
So  ^John^  the  helov'ed.  difciple,  we-  are  told,  kan-^. 
ed  on  the  bofom  of  .J^fas  wb<n  at  fupperj 
aod«by  this  diitinguifiied  mark  of  refpedt^we  find 
him  defcribcd  in  the  account  which  the  fame  E- 

WBgelift 
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Vtogdift  gives  of  our  Lord's  interview  with  hiit 
difciples  at  the  fea  of  Tiberias^  after  his  rcfurrcc- 
tbn:  And,  agreeably  to  this,  our  Saviour  cat* 
prefles  the  future  felicity  of  the  righteous  by 

<  their  fittitfg  down  with  Abraham;  and  Ifaac,  and 
•  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  And  the 
apoftle  Paul,  by  a  like  periphraiis,  ^  He  hatfal 

<  faifed  us  up  together,  atid  made  us  fit  together 
« in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus  f 

The  parable  having  thus'  opened  iip  to  u^a 
profpe&  of  the  Jnvifible  world,  and  the  condition 
of  thefe  two  perfons,  fo  very  different  from  thdr 
former  circumftances  while  on  earth,  proceeds,  iii 
the  form  of  a  beautiful  dramatic  fcene^  to  relate 
a  fuppofed  converfation  betvs^een  Abraham  iti 
heaven,  and  the  rich  man  in  hell.  The  fubjeS 
of  it  is  the  eternal  anid  unchangeable  duration  of 
the  happinefs  of  the  righteous,  and  the.mifery  of 
the  wicked,  in  that  ftate  of  fin^l  retribution  to 
which  death  tranflates  every  man.  Inftead  oi 
inculcating  this  dodrine  by  mere  authority,  or 
deducing  it  from  principles  of  abftrad  rcafoning/ 
our  Saviour  puts  the  arguments  into  the  mouth 
of  Abraham,  in  anfwer  to  an  earneft  fuj^ica- 

tioff 
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tion  of  tlic  rich  man  for  a  Tittle  refpitc,  or  a  fmall 
alleviation  of  his  ejctrcmc  anguifli.  Here,  wc 
find  this  ftriking  fcene  delineated  in  a  lively  and 
pifturcfque  manner ;  and  we  are  ready,  by  9  na- 
tural ill  ufioi>,  to  fjincy  ourrdvcs  prefcnt  at  this 
interview,  and  to  hear  all  that  paffcd  between 
therfl.  The  fcene  opens,  with  propriety,  by  a 
general  account  of  the  intolerable  fufferings  of 
this  wretched  man  :  *  In  hell,  he  lift  up  his  eyes, 

*  being  in  torment  This  is  the  firft  intimation 
we  have  of  him  after  his  death  and  funeral ;  from 
which,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  he  died  as 
thoughtlefs  and  infenfible  as  he  lived  ;  but  now, 
at  laft,  awakened  from  his  dream  of  pleafure  by 
the  feeling  of  mifery,  he  began,  for  the  firft  time, 
to  fcflcft  on  his  bad  condu£t  in  life,  when  it 
could  not  avail  him,  but  ferved  only  to  augment 
his  mifcry  and  increafe  his  defpair.  Wc  are  told, 
^  that  he  faw  Abraham  afar  off;  and  Lazarus  in 

*  his  bofom/f  Here  arc  two  circumftances  men- 
tioned, which  could  not  f^il  to  quicken  the  pain- 
ful fcnfc  of  his  gwn  condition,  i^r/?,  This  view, 
diftant  and  imperfeft  as  it  was,  of  the  celeftFal 
ftate;  would  naturally  excite  in  his  bread  the  bit- 
'       '  tercft 
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tereft  refledions  on  the  lofs  of  fo  mocfli  felidtf 
as  he  might  have  enjoyed,  but  wfaidi  now  itvr^ 
impoffible  ever  to  recover*  *  There  fliall  be  wccp- 

*  ing  and  gnafiiing  of  teeth/  fiiys  our  Saviour, 

*  when  ye  fliall  fee  Abraham,  ifaac,  aind  Jacob, 
>^  and  aH  the  prophets  in  the  kingdom  of  Godt 
«  and  you  y ourfcl vcs  thr uft  out  idly^  H  is  pro»4 
heart  would  rankle  with  envy,  when  he  law 
jsarust  whom  he  (o  muqh  overlooked  and  d^fpi? 
fed  on  earth,  now  exalted  tp  fuch  hopoiir  and 
happinefs  with  Abraham  in  heaven.  Envy  i^ 
one  of  the  tpoft  tormenting  paffions  of  the  biimaq 
mind,  and,  no  doubt,  will  be  one  great  ingredi- 
ent of  that  cup  of  wrath,  the  dregs  whereof  the 
wicked  fliall  wring  out  and  drink*  On  &cicg 
Abraham  afar  off,  he  ventures  to  make  a  rcqucft 
for  fome  rdicf,  if  ever  fo  fmajl,  of  his  picfcnt  nu- 
fery,  prefumingon  the  merciful  dilpoikioo  of  that 
eminent  faint;  ^  And  he  cried,  9iid  &ida  F/lther 
^  Abraham,  have  mercy  on  me,  and'ftio^  l^a^^a- 
<  rus,  that  he  may  dip  the  tip  of  his  fi|:)ger  ia  wa- 
^  tcr  and  cool  my  tongue,  for  ,j^am  toroicnlcd  in 
^  this  flame  f  /  He  cried  aloud,  uoft  iHJly  ^  in 
^meft,  but  a»  In  extreme  mifery,  xiij^  endea- 
vouring 
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vouring  to  move  his  compaflion.  He  addrefies 
bim  in  terms  full  of  refpedt  and  aflfcftion  ;  though, 
perhaps,  in  his  life,  he  might  be  one  of  thofe  pro- 
fane fcqffers  who  ridiculed  the  cxcii  plary  faith 
and  piety  of  this  eminent  patriarch,  yet  he  would 
now  feem  to  honour  him  as  the  *  father  of  the 

•  faithful,*  and  the  friend  of  God,  and  claim  a  re- 
lation to  him  ;  or,  poffibly,  he  was  one  of  thofe 
profeffed  libertines,  defcribcd  by  our  Saviour, 
who  boaftcd  of  their  being  the  natural  depen- 
dents of  Abraham,  as  a  fufficient  title,  of  itfclf,  to 
the  blcffings  which  were  promifed  only  to  his 
fpiritual  feed, «  who  do  tKe  works  of  Abraham  ;* 
that  is,  who  walk  in  the  footfteps  of  his  faith  and 
obedience.  How  amazingly  is  the  fc^ne  reverfcd ! 
he  who  fhewcd  no  mercy  to  others,  is  now  re- 
duced to  the  ncccflity  of  fupplicating  mercy  for 
himfelf.  His  particular  requeft  is,,  that  Abraham 
would  fend  Lazarus,  *  that  he  may  dip  the  tip  of 

*  his  finger  in  water,  and  cool  hi§  tongue,'  It  is 
to  be  remarked,  that,  though  he  is  fain  to  feck' 
relief  by  the  hands  of  Lazarus,  who  h^d  former- 
ly foUicited  his  pity  in  vain ;  yet  he  fecms  aflia- 
med  to  make  his  application  diredly  to  Lazarus 
tiimfelf,  but  he  begs  Abraham  to  employ  him 
gn  fo  merciful  an  errand,  not  doubting  his  ready 

Y  y  obedience 
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obedience  to  fo  great  an  authority.  This  cir- 
cumftance  not  only  (hows  the  deep  fenfe  he  had 
of  his  own  demerit,  but  alfo  a  full  conyiQion  of 
the  benevolent  difpofition  of  Lazarus,  who,  now. 
that  he  is  exalted  to  ^  ft  ate  of  happinefs,  could 
Xiot  be  fuppofed  to.  retain  any  fentiiiients  of  ha- 
tred or  revenge  againft  him,  Lazarus,  though 
he  recolleftcd  the  cruel  treatment  which  he  had 
received  from  this  wretched  man,  in  tlie  days  of 
his  profperity  on  earth,  could  fuSer  no  abatement 
of  his  prefent  felicity,  nor  feel  any  other  emotion, 
but  that  of  generous  pity ;  \yrhcreas,  the  rich  man 
could  not  rcfled  on  the  inhumanity  of  his  con- 
duQ:,  without  feeling  an  incrcafe  of  mifery.  Plato 
thus  dcfcribc«  the  angulfli  of  wicked  men  in  a 
future  ftate :  *  They  arc  coininually  raving,'  fays 
he,  *  on  thofc  whom  they  had  murdered  or  in-- 
<  jured,  calling  on  them  to  forgive  tl^em  the 
*  wrongs  which  they  had  done  them/  The  fa- 
vour which  this  unhappy  man  requefted  of  A- 
braham,  was,  in  our  view,  a  very  humble  one, 
and  the  leaft  that  xould  be  afked.  It  may  be 
thought,  however,  a  great  favour  from  the  hand 
of  Lazarus,  to  whom  he  had  refufed  the  crumbs 
that  fell  from  his  table.  He  docs  not  prcfumc 
to  dSk  a  total  relief  from  his  prefent  mifcry,  or 

that 
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that  the  duration  of  it  might  bc[  fliortened,  far 
fcfs  to  be  admitted  to  lie  in  the  boforo  of  AL  ra- 
ham  as  Lazarus  did  j  for  he  knew  that  thcfc  re* 
qucfts  were  impoifiblc  to  be  granted  ;  he  foUiciU 
only  a  momentary  refpitc,  '  a  drop  of  water  to 

*  cool  his  tongue  the  fmallcft  boon  that  he 
could  pofTibly  aik  ;  but  even  this  was  not  to  be 
obtained. 

The  parable  proceeds  to  inform  us  what  an* 
iwer  Abraham  made  to  the  importunate  requefl: 
of  the  rich  man  :  •  But  Abrzdiam  faid,  Son,  re- 
^  membef  that  thou  in  thy  lifetime  receivedft  thy 

*  good  things,  and  Lazarus  eVil  things  ;  but  now 
'  he  is  comforted,  and  thoti  art  tormented 
Here  it  may  be  obfcrvcd,  that,  though  he  re- 
jefted  his  petition  as  a  thing  impoffiblc  to  be 
granted,  yet  be  docs  it  in  terms  of  civility  as  well 
as  candouir.  He  does  not  difdain  to  fpeak  to  him 
as  one  unworthy  of  notice,  or  below  his  regard  2 
He  docs  not  revile  him  in  opprobrious  language, 
nor  infult  over  his  mifery  with  cruel  contempt. 
On  the  contrary,  he  gives  him  the  kind  appeilation 
of  Son,  though  he  . had  fliown  bimfclf  unworthy 
of  that  titles  and  forfeited  all  claim-  to  the  privw 

leges 
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leges  which,  by  a  proper  behaviour,  he  mighf 
have  reaped  from  it.  In  like  manner,  it  is  faid 
of  Michael  the  archangel,  when  he  contended 
with  tlie  devil  about  the  body  of  Mofes,  *  that 
^  he  durft  not  bring  a  railing  accufation  ag^unfl: 

*  him  that  is,  he  could  not  allow  hunfelf  to  ufe 
that  fort  of  contumelious  language,  after  the  man- 
ner of  earthly  difputants,  as  being  quite  unfuita- 
ble  to  the  purity  of  his  angelic  nature,  and  un- 
becoming the  dignity  of  his  eicalted  chara6ler  as 
a  miniftcr  of  God's  prefcnce.  But^  though  A- 
braham  difraiffes  his  requeft,  yet  he  condefcends 
to  aflign  the  particular  reafons  of  his  rcfufal.  He 
puts  him  in  mind  of  the  profperity  and  affluence 
he  had  enjoyed  during  his  former  ftate,  and  which 
he  had  fo  unworthily  abufed :  ^  Remember  that 

*  thou  in  thy  lifetime  rcceivedft  thy  good  things 
or,  as  it  may  be  read,  *  the  good  things  of  thy 

*  lifetime,  or  of  this  life/  This  was  all  the  por- 
tion he  fought  for,  preferring  temporal  enjoy- 
ments to  thofc  infinitely  better  things,  *  which 
^  are  not  feen,  and  are  eternal/  But,  as  he  had 
not  received  thefe  gifts  of  providence  with  thank- 
fulnefs  to  God,  but  abufed  them  to  his  difhonour^ 
fo  he  could  not  hope  to  be  rewarded  as  a  faith- 
ful ftcward  of  the  divine  bounty.    On  the  other 

hand, 
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hand,  Abraham  reminds  him  of  the  former  cdh-^ 
dition  of  Lazarus,  which  had  been  no  lefs  re* 
markably  unfortunate  and  affli£ted,  than  his  had 
been  profperous  aiid  happy :  ^  And  likewife  La-^ 
^  *  zarua  evil  things,*  from  the  fame  hand  which 
bcftowed  good  things  on  thee.    *  Shall  we  re- 

*  ccive  good,*  fays  Job,  *  from  the  hand  of  God, 
*and  fliall  we  not  receive  cvil^?*  Again,  A-^ 
braham  does  not  fay  that  Lazarus  received  *  his 

*  evil  things,*  but  evil  things  in  general ;  by  which 
cxprclEon  may  be  undcrftood,  that  thofe  grievous 
calamities  were  not  the  confequences  of  his  own 
folly  and  vice,  but  immediately  inflitled  by  the 
hand  of  God,  for  the  exercife  of  his  faith  and 
piety,  and  had  been  accordingly  received  by  La- 
zarus with  due  reverence  and  fubmiflion. 

Farther,  Abraham  haying  compared^  their  for- 
mer flatc  together,  fcts  before  him  the  ftrange 
revcrfe  of  their  prefent  circumftances  :  *  But  now 

*  he. is  comforted,  and  thou  art  tormented.*  How 
beautifully  are  they  contrafted  together  ?  *  Thou 

*  in  thy  lifetime  receivedft  tfiy  good  things,  but 

*  now  thou  art  tormented :  Lazarus  receivedft 

*  evil  things,  but  now  he  is  comforted.*  By  com- 

paring 
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paring  the  two  cafes  together,  and  placing  ihc 
,one  ill  oppofition  to  the  odier^  he  diTpIays  the 
rightcou$  jtidgmenc  of  God  in  rewarding  the  pc* 
ty  of  Lazarus  with  fo  great  bappinefs,  in* 
Siding  on  the  other  a  punifhment  adequate  M 
his  aggravated  gnilt.    *  Seeing,'  fays  the  apoftlc^ 

*  it  is  a  righteous  thing  with  God  to  reeompenfe 
^  tribulation  to  them  that  trouble  you  ;  and  to  you 

*  who  are  troubled,  reft  with  us  ;  when  the  Lord 

*  Jefus  flial!  be  revealed  from  heaven  with  his 

*  mighty  artgels,  in  flaming  fife,  to  take  vcn- 

*  gcancc  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and 

*  that  obey  not  the  gofpcl  of  our  Lord  Jefus 

*  Chrift  In  a  word,  both  of  them  had  their 
choice^  according  to  their  different  taftc  and  dif- 
pofition ;  the  rich  man  preferred  the  gbod  things 
of  this  life,  though  at  the  hazard  of  everlafting 
perdition  ;  Lazarus,  on  the  contrary,  like  Mofes^ 
preferred  a  ftatc  of  afflided  piety  to  all  the  *  ples- 

*  fures  of  fin,  which  are  only  for  a  fcafon,*  in  the 
profpeft  of  everlafting  happincfs  hereafter, 

Abraham  goes  on  to  inform  him  that,  as  he 
had  no  right,  in  point  of  jufticc,  to  demand  if,' 
ifior  reafon,  in  the  way  of  favour,  to  exped  it,  fo' 

fi 
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wa^,  in  itfelf,  impoifible  to  be  granted  :  ^  An4 
f  befidcs  all  this/  fays  he,  '  between  us  and  you 

*  there  is  a  great  gulf  fixed  j  fo  that  they  which 

*  would  pafs  from  hence  to  yoo,  cannqt  j  neither 

<  can  they  pafs  to  us,  that  would  come  from 

<  thence  The  general  meaning  and.  import 
of  which  exprelfions  is,  that  the  future  ftatc  of 
retribution  is  eternal  and  unchangeable,  both  as 
to  rewards  and  puniflimcnts.  Firjl,  I'hc  happi- 
nefs  of  the  righteous  h  a  fixed  and  permanent 
ilate  of  blifs,  without  interruption  and  without 
end :  *  They  that  would  pafs  from  hence  to  you^ 

*  cannot/  Nothing  can  be  more  ftrongly  cxprcf- 
fcd  than  the  argument  fuggcftcd  in  thcfc  words, 
fiamely,  that,  though  compaffion  might  difpofc 
him  to  hearken  to  bis  requeft,  or  Lazarus  to  un- 
dertake this  office,  yet  it  was  impoifible  to  pafs 
the  boundary  fixed  by  the  irrevcrfible  decrees  of 
heaven  between  the  regions  of  blifs  and  the 
gloomy  manfions  of  defpair  and  mifery,  the  fepa- 
ratlon  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  be-, 
ing  fixed  and  eternal.  To  fuppofe  any  interrup- 
tion or  diminution  whatever,  any  temporary  fuf- 
l^enfion  of  th^  happinc](s  of  the  righteous,  even 
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of  the  fliortcft  duration,  is  confiftcnt  neither  with 
the  faithfulncfs  nor  holinefs  of  God.  On  the  Ot 
ther  hand,  it  is  no  lefs  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  a 
wicked  and  wretched  man,  fliut  up  in  the  prifon 
of  hell,  fhould  be  admitted,  even  for  a  moment, 
into  the  manfions  of  the  bleflcd,  or  could  taftc 
of  thofe  pleafurcs  which  are  at  God'sr  right  hand 
for  evermore.  The  apoftle  Paul  fays,  *  Without 
•  holinefs  no  man  fhall  fee  the  Lord  *  The 
^  unrighteous  fhall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
«  God  f Which  expreffions  imply  not  only  an 
exclufion  firom  happinels,  in  cbnfequence  af  a  po- 
fitivc  decree,  but  an  utter  incapacity  of  it  on  their 
part.  In  a  word,  as  a  ftate  of  tpal  and  difcipline, 
neceffarily  fuppofes  an  interchangeable  fcene  of 
good  and  evil,  of  pleafure  and  pain  ;  fo  a  ftate  of 
final  retribution  muft  fuppofe  a  continued  and 
ftniform  fcene  of  happinefs  or  mifery.  Where 
there  is  no  change  of  charader,  there  can  be  no 
change  of  ftate  j  becaufe  happinefs  and  mifery, 
in  their  general  nature,  muft  refult  from  virtuous 
and  vicious  difpofitions,  forming  the  inward  tem- 
per and  conftitution  of  the  foul :  *  He  that  is  un- 
^  juft,  let  him  be  unjuft  ftill }  and  he  that  is  filthy, 

•let 
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^  let  hiin  be  filthy  ftill ;  and  he  that  is  rightfcous^ 
^  let  him  be  righteous  ftill  j  and  he  that  is  holyi 

*  let  him  be  holy  ftill  ^.^ 

Thf".  rich  man  having  failed  \h  this  rcqueft^ 
ventures  to  prefer  another,  in  Uhich  he  was  not 
roorc  fuccefsful :  *  Then  he  faid,  I  pfa^  thee, 

*  therefore,  fathtr  Abraham,  that  thou  virouldft 
'  fend  him  to  my  father^s  houfe^  for  I  have  five 

*  brethren,  that  he  may  teftify  unto  them,  left 

*  they  alfo  com-  ihto  this  place  of  torment  f  /  The 
former  favour  he  fupplicated  for  himfelf  j  this  has 
the  appearalicc  of  a  difmterefted  Concern  for  his 
brechreo.  He  appears  anxious  to  prevent  their 
falling  into  the  fame  mifcry  with  himfelf,  and  be- 
ing ihut  up  in  the  fame  pit,  ^  wherein  is  no  wa- 

*  ter,^  and  out  of  which  there  is  no  redemption. 
Affection  and  cohcerti  for  the  Welfare  of  thofe 
With  whom  nature  has  intimately  connected  us^ 
is  a  principle  fo  deeply  wrought  into  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  human  foul,  that,  next  to  the  defire 
of  our  own  hapjpinefs,  it  is  the  ftrongcft  and^thc 
moft  difficult  to  be  eradicated^  of  all  our  natural 
paffions  :  This  wicked  and  wretched  man,  there- 
fore, is  fuppofed  to  feel  it  in  a  very  confidcrablp 

Z  z  degree^ 
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degree,  even  after  he  had  got  the  better  of  tittf 
other  principle.  It  may  be  obferved,  however^ 
that  he  fpeaks  only  of '  brethren/  not  of  children  i 
fo  that,  having  no  offspring  of  his  own  to  pro- 
vide for,  his  cruel  treatment  of  Lazarus,  and  his 
unfeeling  neglcft  of  his  ma^nifold  wants,  receives 
.  from  this  circumftance  a  further  and  peculiar  ag- 
gravation. The  care  of  children,  inculcated  by 
nature,  and  enforced  by  religion,  is  indeed  a  com- 
mon, but,  at  the  fame  time,  a  wretched  cxcufe, 
pled  by  many  for  fhutting  up  their  bowels  of  com- 
pafGon,  and  with-holding  their  charitable  relief 
from  the  poor  and  indigent.  Thefe  inftiAdlive 
feeUngs  for  our  offspring  have,  under  the  gui- 
dance of  reafon  and  confcience,  a  natural  ten-* 
dency  and  influence  to  give  us  a  fcnfibility  of 
heart,  and  to  cherifh  every  kind  affeftion  towards 
ethers  ;  whereas  a  perfon  void  of  natural  affecj 
tion,  is  a  monfter  of  his  fpecies,  aind  uhfufcepti- 
blc  of  every  humane  and  virtuous  feeling.  The 
nobleft  and  moft  generous  affcdions,  thofe  of 
love  for  our  country  and  benevolence  to  man- 
kind in  general,  arie  fo  far  from  being  incompa- 
tible with  the  ftrongeft  attachments  of  private 
Iricndfliip  and  natural  relation,  that  wc  fee  them 
often  meet  in  the  fame  charaSer.   Every  wife 

and 
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an4  virtuous  man  will  confider  *  his  family  as  an 
effential  part  of  the  great  family  of  mankind,  cqn- 
neftcd  with  it  by  the  tic  of  duty  and  of  intcrcft. 
He  will  therefore  fympathife  with  public  and  pri- 
vate diftrefs,  and,  by  bearing  his  fhare  of  the  ge- 
neral burden,  wi'l  find  his  own  intereft,  and  the 
welfare  of  his  family,  mod  cftcaually  fecured. 
Befides,  as  poverty,  and  other  calamities,  arc  in- 
cident to  ail  men,  without  diftinftion,  feeing  no 
prudent  oeconomy,  nor  the  moft  careful  induftry, 
can  be  a  fufficient  fecurity  againft  them  ;  fo,  by 
compaflionating  and  relieving  the  neceffities  of 
others,  we,  as  it  were,  lay  up  a  fund  of  fympa- 
thy  and  friendftip  for  ourieiyes  and  families, 
when  we  may  ftand  in  n?ed  of  their  affiltance. 
■  1  have  been  young,  and  now  am  old,'  fays  the 
Pfahnift,  «  yet  have  I  never  feen  the  righteous 
^  forfaken,  nor  his  feed  begging  bread :  He  is 

*  ever  merciful,  and  lendeth,  and  his  feed  is  ble(- 

*  fed  <  The  generation  of  the  upright  Qid^l 
^beblcffedf. 

But,  to  go  on  with  the  parable  ;  perh?ips  thiis 
concern  of  the  rich  man  for  his  bret^iren  on 
earth,  may  be  accounted  for  on  a  different  fupr 

pofuion^ 
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pofition,  in  a  confiftcncy  with  the'  decorum  of 
the  parable.    If  thefe  bad  been  the  companions 
of  his  criminal  plcafures,  aflbciatcs  in  his  extra- 
vagant courfts,  and  originally  fcduccd  by  his  ex- 
ample, it  was  natural  for  hiqi  to  wifli  their  dc- 
ftruftion  might  be"  prevented,  left  their  prefcncc, 
'  in  that  Itate  of  puniflimcnt,  fliould  Jncrcafchis  mi- 
fery.  What  anguilh and  vexation  of  fpirit  would 
he  not  feel,  in  refleding  that  he  not  only  had  ruined 
his  own  foul,  but  contributed  greatly  to  the  ruin  of 
others,  and  particularly, of  thofe  whom  nature  had 
recommended  to  his  Iptcial  care  and  affcdion? 
The  dtfign  of  this  rtqucll,  in  behalf     his  bre- 
thren, was  to  put  a  flop  to  their  licentious 
courfct,  by  being  made  acquainted  with  the  mi- 
fery  whjch  had  btfalltn  himiclf.  1  bis  favour  al- 
fo  is  rcfufcd  him  :    *  Abraham  f;.ith  unto  him, 

*  I  hcy  have  Mpfcs  &nd  the  prophets,. let  them 

*  hear  them*  The  rich  man  renews  his  rcqucft 
with   greater  eiirntftnefs   in  the  next  vtrle ; 

*  And  he  faid,lSay,  father  Abraham,  but,  if  one 

*  went  unto  them  ire  m  the  dead,  they  will  re- 

*  pent  f To  which .  Abraham  replies,  in  Itiil 
ftrongcr  terms  of  rcfufal:  *  And  be  faid  unto  him, 
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<  If  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  ncU 
^  ther  will  they  be  perfuaded  though  one  rofc 
f  from  ths  dead  By  which  periphrafis  the 
fcriptures  of  the  Old  reftament  arc  plainly 
meatit  as  the  only  (landing  revelation  of  the  will 
of  God  before  our  Saviour's  appearance,  and  as 
carrying  fufEcient  evidence  of  a  future  retribu-* 
tion  to  men,  accordingvto  their  dcfcrt.  We  may 
juftly  add,  that,  if  thofe  facrcd  writings  under  the 
Mofaic  difpenfation  are  iiifEctent  to  convince  us 
pf  this  important  dodrinc,  much  more  arc  the 
words  of  Abraham  applicable  to  the  revelation 
of  the  gofpel,  which  is  faid  to  have  '  brought  life 
^  and  immortality  to  light  |/  on  account  of  the 
clcarnefs  and  ccrtajnty  of-its  difcoveries.  We 
may  therefore,  with  ftronger  reafon,  affirm-,  that,  if 
fuch  as  live  under  the  difpenfation  of  the  gofpcl, 
will  not  hear  Chrift  and  his  apofties,  neither 
would  they  be  perfuadcd,  though  one  flibuW  rife 
from  the  dead,  and  inculcate  this  doftrinc  of  a 
ftate  of  future  rewards  and  punilhments.  Wc 
arc  not,  however,  to  extend  the  meaning  of  thcfc 
words  fo  far,  as  if  fuch  an  extraordinary  event 
inight  not  produce  a  full  convidion  of  this  im- 
portant 
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portant  truth,  and  even  operate  a  happy  change 
in  the  minds  of  fome  particular  perfons,  who  had 
refifted  the  evidence  of  the  written  word.  Their 
meaning  only  is,  that  it  would,  make  no  fuch  ef- 
fedual  and  falutary  impreilion  on  the  bulk  of 
mankind  ;  and  though  it  might,  po  doubt,  pror 
duce  fome  immediate  alarm,  and  fome  awful  re- 
fiedion^  in  many  perfons,  yet  thefe  impreiBons 
would  not  be  durable  and  permanent,  but  be 
quickly  effaced  by  the  revival  of  their  former 
paffions.    Nay,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that, 
when  the  firft  tranfport  of  amazement  and  fear 
was  over,  they  would  return  to  the  purfuit  of 
their  criminal  pleafures,  with  as  great  avidity,  and 
as  little  relu£tance  as  ever.    Such  is  the  com- 
mon effc£t  of  violent  impreflions,  from  external 
caufes,  on  the  minds  of  men  \  they  are  more  apt 
to  fufpend  than  fubdue  thei^  ruling  'pailions; 
Like  a  river  pbftruded  in  its  courfe,  v^hich  foou 
Qverflows  its  ufual  boundaries,  breaks  out  with 
increafed  force  and  rapidity,  and  (weeps  away 
all  before  it.   By  this  reply  of  Abraham,  we  are 
inftrufted,  that  the  conveyance  of  divine  truths 
by  means  of  a  (landing  revelation  from  heaven, 
authenticated  at  its  firft  promulgation,  by  a  train  of 
imqueftionable  miracles,  is  a  more  efifcftual  me- 

thocl 


(hod  of  conveying  religious  inftruQion,  and  movt 
adapted  to  the  circutnftanccs  of  mankind  in  ge- 
neral, than  the  conftdnt  repetition  of  one  and  the 
fame  miracle  in  every  fuccecding  age,  or  to  e- 
Vcry  individual ;  as  this  argument  feems  neccf- 
farily  to  require.  Here  then  the  antithefis  lies, 
namely,  in  pointing  out  the  fuperior  advantages 
of  the  former  above  the  latter  ;  and  this  indeed 
may  be  decided  by  undoubted  fail  and  experi- 
ence in  fimilar  cafes,  which,  of  all  kinds  of  rca« 
foning,  affords  the  ftrongeft  conviftion. 

What  eflFefts  did  the  many  miracles  wrought 
by  the  hands  of  Mofcs  and  Aaron  produce  in 
Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians  in  general?  The  im- 
|)reffion,  though  ftrong  and  violent  at  firft,  yet 
quickly  vaniflied,  and  ferved  only  to  harden  their 
hearts  more  and  more.  Balaam  was  not  reft  rain- 
ed from  accepting  the  wages  of  unrighteoufncfs 
by  the  awful  appearance  and  admonition  of  an  ' 
angel,  though  he  at  firft  hcfitated.  The  children 
of  Ifrael  in  the  wildernefs  were  fupported  and 
protedcd,  for  the  fpace  of  forty  years,  by  a  con- 
tinued train  of  miracles,  yet  ftill  went  on  in  the 
fame  courfe  of  murmuring  and  rebellion  againft 
God.  Had  not  the  Jews,  in  our  Saviour's  time, 
this  very  miracle  wrought  before  them,  in  the 
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rcfurredlon  of  La^ariis  from  the  dead,  znd^l 
remained  in  obftinate  unbelief  and  impenitence^ 
as  before?  Thus,  we  are  told  by  the  Evangc- 
lift  John,  chap.  xi.  45.  46.  «  i'hen  many  of  the 
«  Jews  which  came  to  Mary,  and  had  fccn  the 
« things  which  Jefus  did,  believed  on  him  :  But 

*  fo'me  went  their  way  to  the  Pharifces,  and  told 

*  them  what  things  Jefus  had  done/  And  ft  i» 
immediately  added,  '  Then  gathered  the  chief 
'  priefts  and  the  Pharifces  a  council,  iaind  faid, 

*  What  do  we  ?  for  this  man  doth  many  miracles: 

*  If  we  let  him  thus  alone,  all  men  will  believe 

*  on  him  ;  and  the  Romans  fhalt  come  and  take 

*  away  both  our  place  and  nation  And  it  is  ex- 
prefsly  faid,  in  the  53d  verfc,  *  Then,  from  that 

*  day  forth,  they  took  counfel  together,  for  to 

*  put  him  to  death.' 

A^ain,  did  not  Jefus  hirpfelf,  who  taught  the 
doftrine  of  the  foul's  immortality,  and  a  future 
ftate  of  reti^ibution,  arife  from  the  ^ead,  of  which 
the  Jewifli  rulers  had  the  moft  undoubted  evi- 
dence ?  Here  then  was  the  very  proof  demanded^ 
in  the  cafe  before  us  ;  feeing  his  refurredion  was 

not  only  a  confirmation  of  his  divine  miffion  in 

.  general. 
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general^  but  of  tins  capital  do^rine  iniparticular. 
^  For/  feys  St  Paul,  '  if  there  be  no  refurredion 
^of  the  dead,  then  \&  Chrift  not  rifcn }  tjiey 
^  which  are  fallen  afleep  \n  Chrift  are  pcriflied  V 
We  fee,  at  the  f^me  time,  that  it  produced  no 
penitent  cgipvi^ipn,  no  falutary  impreffion  oq  their 
mind$,  as  appears,  from  the  various  attempt 
they  made  to  invalidate  the  teftimony  of  the  A- 
poftl^  at  firft,  and  afterwards  to  prevent  their 
publiihing  il  abroad  ^o  the  worlds  Thf  more 
they  laboured,  however:,  to  difprove  jt,  the  evi- 
dence fhonc  the  brighter;  and  the  more  the 
witnefif^s  were  pcrfccuted,  they  fpqke  with  great- 
er bpldncfs,  and  the  more  fucccfsful  they  were  in  ; 
gainipg  profclytcs  tp  the  faith  of  the  gofpcL  In 
ftiort,  their  Jcwifla  adverfaries,  while  they  cnde^- 
vourcd,  by  every  method  of  violence  and  fraud, 
to  fubyert  the  evidence  of  our  i.oijd*s  refurrec- 
tiouj^  .coujkl  not .  difbclieve  it  thcmfciy^s  ;  •  byt 
ljiewc4  plajinly,  by  their  conduds  th.atthey  wilful- 
ly fliut.  their  cye$  ^gainfl:  ^he  tr:uth,  and  refilled 
their  owa  CQUvidtions^  in  order  to,  coippafs  their 
vicked  defigns  with  lefs.  oppofuipn  from  con- 
fdencc^  What 'ground  then  have  >ye  tp  think 
A  a  a.        .   '  that 
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that  the  teftitqony  of  one  rifen  from  the  dea4 
would  have  any  better  eStSt  oji  fach  as  are  no^  | 
perfuaded  by  the  ordinary  means  of  a  ftanding 
revelation,  which  God  hath  appointed  for  the  | 
purpofe  of  religious  inftru£iion?  A  racficngcr 
from  the  invifible  world  could  not  teach  the  doc-  I 
trine  of  a  future  ftatc  of  rewards  and  pumOi-^ 
mcnts  with  greater  certainty,  nor  inculcate  the 
pra^ical  improvement  of  it  with  greater  authority, 
than  what  is  reyraled  concerning  it  in  the  holy 
fcriptures.   Befides,  would  not  the  frequent  ap-  | 
pearanc^s  pf  fuch  extraordinary  mcffengers  at 
length  ceafe  to  have  any  effed  at  all  on  the  bulk  j 
of  mankind,  as  we  fee  with  refpeft  to  uncommon 
phaenpmena  in  the  natural  world,  when  they  be-  I 
come  familiar  to  our  obfervation  I  Nay,  fuch  a 
con{(ant  and  uninterrupted  ir.tercourfe  between 
the  vifible  and  invifible  world,  as  fuch  a  fchemc 
of  inftr^aion  mull  fuppofe,  would  ferve  rather 
to  eftablifh  men  in  infidelity,  and  to  make  the 
whole  evidence  of  religion  from  miracles  appear 
a  cheat  and  delufion.   The  teftimony  of  a  wit- 
neft  from  the  dead  would  very  foon  be  borne 
down  by  the  influence  of  fenfual  appetites,  when- 
ever the  firft  alarm  was  over.   Such  f^dJ^n  and 
violent  impreifions^n  the  mind,  the  effed  of  oc- 
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^fibhad  paffions^  are  ufualiy  of  ihbrt  contrnnancej 
and  are  apt,  like  elaftic  bodies,  to  recoil^  and  pro- 
duce a  contrary  c&&.  To  conclude^  a  ftandtng 
r^yeUiJon  is  not  only  a  furer,  but  a  more  natural 
n^thod  of  communicating  rtligioua  inflfudion* 
This  renders  religious  iaith,  founded  on  moral  e« 
videbct  atid  inquiry,  an  ad  of  real  virtue  and 
pcobity  of  mind  i  whereas,  to  bclieVe  on  mere 
fcnfiblf:  pl^oir,  is  rather  a  fort  of  compulfion  than 
peribafion^  and  is  neither  intitled  to  commen- 
dation nor  reward.   Hence  our  Saviour  fays  to 
the  Apoftle  Thomas,  ^  Becaufe  thou  haft  feen 

*  me,  thou  haft  believed. :  Blefled  are  they  t;bat 

*  have  not  fcen^  and  yet  have  believed*/ 

Many,  other  moral  iind  religious'  rcflcdiiona 
may  be  juftly  deduced  from  this  parable,  as  com- 
prebended  inrithin  the  general  ^efign  of  it«  And, 

Firfiy  We  may  hence  fee  how  falle  a  rule  it  is 
to  eftimatc  the  happinefs  or  mifery  of  particular 
perfons  by.  their  outward  circumftances  in  life. 
According^  to  this,  f^andard,  who  would  have 
Tcrupled  to  pronouiice  the  rich  man  the  happieft, 
and  Laaarus  the  moft:  wretched,,  of  mankjnd? 
Ihis  decifiop.  ho>vcycr,  is  founded  on  a  partial 

view  . 
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view  of  the  cafe,  and  is  fiar  diftant  from  truth.  Irf 
order  to  form  a  right  judgment,  we  muft  take; 
both  worlds  into  our  view,  and  look  beyond  thef 
,  conclulion  of  the  prcfcnt  fcene;  We  arc  apt  to 
behold,  with  adipiration  and  envy,  the  man  who 
is  •  clothed  with  purple,  and  fairs  fumptaoofly  c* 
*  very  day  ;*  his  outward  pomp  and  fpldndor, 
his  wealth  atid  power,  dazzle  the  eye^  and  enter 
into  bur  idea  of  his  ehara£ter  and  of  his  haj^tneft. 
But,  when  the  cnrtain  is^  removed,  and  death  ftiips 
him  of  th6fe  adventitious  ornaments,  we  fee  him 
as  he  is ;  biit  till  then  we  Judge  in  the  dark.  No 
man,  therefore^  is  to  be  accounted  happy  or  mi-^ 
ferable  before  his  death,  which  unalterably  fixes 
our  condition,  accordmgto  our  defert.  The  wic^ 
ked  rich  man  was  deftined  by  the  righteous  judge 
of  all  the  earth  to  everlafting  mifery,  but  the 
pious  and  humble  Lazarus,  to  perfed  and  endlcfs 
happinefe. 

adljfj^  The  parable  fuggefts  much  comfort  and 
encouragement  to  good  men,  to  enable  them  to 
fttftain  their  prefent  trials,  to  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed, with  a  becoming  reiignation  and  forti- 
tude«  Here  they  are  affured,  that  a  glorious 
change  of  ftate  ihall  take  place  immediately  after 
death }  for  there  <  remaineth  reft  to  the  people  of 

«  God. 
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*<Jod  V  *  They  (hall  hunger,  no  nioici  Ojcij^bisf .. 

*  thirft  any  fnore.  God  (h^l  wipe  away,  all  tear$ 

*  from  their  cyps  f.'  When  their  mortal  bodies 
are  laid  in  the  .duft,  their  fouk  (ha}l  be  condu&ed» 
by  attending  angels,  to  the  maniions  of  the  blef- 
fcd,  <tofit  down  with  Abraham^I&ac,  and  Jacob, 

*  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven/   Many  who  now  ' 
behold  with  negled,  or  aggravate  by  oppreffion, 
their  fufferings,  will  have  caufe  to  envy  their  fu- 
ture glory  and  felicity. 

LaJ^fy^  It  alfo  contains .  an  awful  and  feriouG  . 
admonition  to  the  rich  and  great,  againft  throw*. . 
ing  away  their  wealth  in  luxury  and  riot,  while  * 
they  negle£b  the  important  duties  of  charity  and  " 
beneficence  to  the  poor.   This  is  the  chref  pokit « 
of  moral  inftruftion  intended  by  the  parable. 
The  rich  man  is  not  accufcd  of  acquiring  his  for- 
tune by  fraud  and  injuftice,  though  we  often  fee 
avarice  and  voluptuoufncfs  conjoined  in  the  fame 
charafter.   His  crime  lay  in  the  want  of  charity 
and  mercy  to  the  poor,  andhis  neglcfting  to  fup- 
ply  them  out  of  his  abundance.    On  this  account 
he  was  adjudged  to  cvcrlafting  mifcry,  without 
the  Icaft  hope  of  deliverance,  to  fuffcr  the  tor- 
ments 


*  Heb.  ir.  9, 
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menti  of  <  the  worm  which  dieth  not,  and  of  thai 

<  fire  which  (hali  never  be  quenched/  Did  the 
rich  pofleffors  of  the  earth  feridufly  teOcGt  that 
^riches  profit  not  in  the  day  of  death,  and  that 
they  fliall  carry  nothing  with  them  of  ail  that  they 
poflefled ;  that  not  only  cruelty  and  oppreffion^ 
but  even  cold  indifierence  and  infimfibility  to  the 
wants  of  the  poor,  are  crimes  to  be  puniihed 
at  the  divine  tribunal  ;  that  only  works  of 
charity  and  beneficence  are  tntitled  to  a  glorious 
recompcnfe  of  reward,  they  would  ftrenuoufly 
endeavour  ^  to  make  friends  to  themfelvcs  of  the 
«  Mammon  of  unrighteoufneis,  that,  when  they  . 

<  fiul,  they  may  be  received  into  everlafting  habi-* 
« tations/ 
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T  H  * 

PAtlABLE  Of  theTEN  VIRGINS*. 


THIS  excellent  parable  is  to  be  found  only  in 
this  Evangelift;  and,  if  it  was  fpoken  by  our 
Saviour,  immediately  after  his  difcqurfc  in  the 
prtcecding  chapter,  as  fecms  probable,  it  is,  with 
great  propriety,  added  to  illuftratc  and  enforce  the 
important  inftru&ion  which  it  contains.  Having 
carncftly  enjoined  a  conftant  attention  to  our 
whole  conduS,  and  an  unremitting  diligence  in 
fulfilling  the  duties  of  ourChriftian  profeffion,  as 
the  bcft  preparation  for  meeting  with  him  when 
he  ihall  come  to  judge  all  mankind,  fo  as  to 
fliarc  in  the  honours  of  that  glorious  day,  he  fub- 
joins  this  parable,  in  order  to  (hew  the  folly  and 
danger  of  neglefting  this  great  concern,  whether 

through 
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through  dilatoryAuid  inadive  refoluttons,  or  fee? 
blc  and  fruitlrfs  efforts  in  the  bft  period  of 
life,  from  the  vain  hope  of  retrieving  our  paft  mif- 
conduft.   Two  oppofite  charadcrs  arc  h?rc  de- 
lineated, and  placed  in  a  comparative  view ;  the 
one  denominated « wife,'  the  other  *  foolifh,*  fronx 
the  different  preparajion  which  they  made  for- a 
marriage-feaftj'to  which  both  were  invited.  The 
former  manifefted  their  wifdom,  by  taking  pro- 
per mcafurcs  to  make  themfclycs  ready  for  that 
folcmnity;  tht  latter  difcovcred  their  foUy  by 
their  negligence  ?ind  inattention  till  the  oppor- 
tunity was  loft,   The  wife  virgins,  therefore, 
were  admitted  as  acceptable  guefts,  into  the  mar. 
riagc-chamber  i  but  the  foolilh  were  excluded.  ■ 
There  is,  in  this  parable,  an  allufion  to  the  u- 
fjial  manner  of  folcmnizing  marriages  among  the 
Jews.  On  thefc  occafions,  we  arc  told,  the  bride- 
groom, accompanied  with  ten  felcd  companions, 
came  late  in  the  night  to  the  houfe  of  his  bride, 
where  flic,  being  alio  attended  with  an  equal 
number  of  female  friends,  waited  his  arrival. 
Upon  notice  being  given  of  his  approach,  her 
ten  virgin  companions  wint  forth,  with  lamps  ia 
their  hands,  to  uflicrhim  into  the  marriage-cham- 

ber, 
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tcr,  where  the  nuptial  rites  were  celebrated  with 
great  pomp  and  magnificence.  Now,  thcfc  virgins, 
the  friends  and  companions  of  the  bride,  that  is, 
the  church  of  Chrift,  may  naturally  fjgnify  the 
coUcdivc  body  of  profcffing  Chriftians,  who  at 
fume  that  name  as  the  . outward  figiX  of  their  re- 
ligion, and  who  publicly  avow  their  belief  and 
cxpcflation  of  Chrift's  '  fecond  conung,  as  the 
*  ara  of  their  glory  and  felicity/'  But,  how  uiiUed 
foever  they  may  be  m  their  public  prokffion  q{ 
this  faith  and  hope  before  the  world,  (hey  differ 
widely  as  to  the  mcafurcs  they  purfu^,  the  de- 
gree of  concern  they  difcover',  and  the  ^eal  and 
adivity  which  the)  exert  in  order  to  prepare  for 
that  important  event.  The  para^bie  exiiibics  a 
true  rcprcfcntatioq  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
Chriftian  church,  in  which  a  misturc  of  finccre 
^nd  unfound  profcflors  will  always  be  fou^d.^ 
To  point  out  the  difference  between  thefc  tyro  cha- 
rafters,  viz.  of  firch  as  are  in  carnclt  to  fecurc  their 
future  happinefs,,and.of  fuch  as  are  ciu'c.cls  and 
indifferent  about  the  concerns  of  their  immortal 
fouls  i  to  difphy  the  wifdom  ot  ihe  cnc,  and 
the  folly  of  the  other,  in  rcfpcd  of  the  confe- 
(lucnces  of  their  different  conduft,  is  the  prin- 
cipal defigi)  of  the  parable  before  us. 

B  bb  Let 
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I/?,  Let  us  view  thofc  circumftanccs  in  thei^: 
condud  in  which  they  agreed.  The  foolilh, 
as  well  as  the  wife,  carried  their  lamps  in  their 
hands,  which,  by  an  cafy  figure,  fignifies  a  public 
and  open  profcffion  of  the  gofpcl,  as  diftirtguiflicd 
from  avowed  infidelity,  or  even  indifference  about 
religion.  But  \n  this  they  differed,  that  the 
lamps  of  the  wife  were  furniflied  with  oil,  and  fo 
fitted  for  giving  light ;  whereas  the  lamps  of  the 
foolifti  were  either  quite  empty,  or  had  not 
enough  to  ferve  them  for  any  confiderablc  time. 
Perhaps  tKey  might  contain  what  was  fufficicnt 
to  make  them  blaze  for  a  fliort  ti  i  c ;  but  they  had 
no  refcrve-  for  recruiting  theip  when  exhauftcd, 
if  the  bridegroom  fhould  delay  his  cou.ing  longer 
than  they  expefted.  The  wife  virgins,  on  the 
contrary,  having  provided  thcmfel yes  before-hand, 
were  enabled  to  trim  their  lamps,  on  the  firft  no- 
tice of  his  i»pproach,  and  to  attend  him  into  the 
nuptial  chamber,  which  was  immediately  fct  open 
for  his  admilTion,  together  with  his  chofcu  friends 
and  companions. 

•  By  this  fignificant  allufidn,  the  cffential  difference 
between  the  religious  profcffion  of  a  fincere  Gbrir 
ftian,  and  that  of  a  ii^ere  formalift  or  hypocrite,  is 
ftrongly  marked.  They  ffow  from  very  different 

principles, 
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principles,  and  arc  produ£live  of  dlfFcrent  cffeds.  . 
The  profcffion  of  the  one  is  founded  on  a  ge- 
nuine faith,  a  full  conviftion  of  the  truth  and  di- 
vine orijgjoal  of  the  gofpcl,  as  the  only  effedual 
means  for  conducting  us  to  everlafting  happincfs. 
With  him,  therefore,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  con- 
fciencc  and  moral  obligation  to  avow  his  belief, 
which  he  fupports  with  dignity  and  fortitude,  in 
the  uniform  pra£iice  of  all  Chriftian  virtues.  The . 
profcfEon  of  the  other  is  a  matter  of  mere  form, 
dn  occafional  conformity  to  prevailing  cuflom  and 
example  ;  or  perhaps  is  affumed  from  principles 
of  policy  and  prudence,  with  no  other  view  than 
to  avoid  prefent  inconvenienciesj  and  to  procure 
fome  worldly  advantagrs.     The  religious  pro- 
feffion  of  a  fincere  Chriftian  may  well  be,  com- 
pared to  a  lamp  provided  with  oil,  which  fhincs 
with  a  pure  flame,  and  by  this  means  is  of  the 
grcatcft  benefit  to  mankind i   fOur  Saviour,  in 
allufion  to  the  fame  figure,  exhorts  his  difciples, 

*  Let  your  light  fo  fliine  before  men,  that  they 
«  may  fee  your  good  woi'ks,  and  glorify  your  fa- 

*  ther  which  is  in  heaven  And  to  the  fame 
purpofc  the  apofllc  Paul :    *  That  ye  may  b.c 

*  blamelcfg 
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*  blamclcfs  and  harmlefs,thc  fons  of  God  ^Ithoilt 

*  rebuke,  in  the  midft  of  a  crooked  and  pcrvcrfe 
'  generation,  among  whom  ye  Ihinc  as  lights  in 

*  the  world  Again,  the  religious  proferffion  of 
one  who  hath  received  the  gofpcl  as  *  a  faithful 

*  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,*  will  of 
ceucfc  be  ftcady  and  permanent,  not  fubjcft  to 
thofc  chatigeg  and  interruptions  which  affefl:  the 
condud  of  thofe  pcrfons  who  have  no  fixed  prin- 
ciples  of  faith  and  virtue  to  fupport  their  public 
prof^on.  It  is  eafy  for  them,  in  times  of  tran- 
quillity, to  exprefs  a  flaming  zeal  for  the  intcrcfts 
of  religion,  and  to  make  a  (hew  of  fingalar  piety } 
but,  as  our  Saviour  has  told  us  in  a  former  para- 
ble, •  when  trouble  and  perfccution  arifcth  be- 

*  caufe  of  the  word,  by  and  bye  they  are  oflfcndcd, 

*  becaufe  they  have  no  root  in  themfclvcs  f 
their  profeflion,  like  a  lamp  almoft  empty,  foon 
dies  away,  and  is  at  laft  totally  cxtinguiflicd. 
Perfohs  of  thid  chara£ter  have  not  a  fufficicnt 
ftock  of  religious  principles  or  afFeftions,  to  bear 
them  up  under  the  trials  ot  religion  with  beco- 
ming fortitude  and  conftancy,  nor  to  make  them 
difchargc  the  duties  of  it  with  fpirit  and  afiivity. 


•  Phil.  iu  iS' 
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idiy^  The  ncut  thmg  to  be  obfervcd  in  ihe  pa- 
tabic,  is  the  common  fault  both  of  the  wife  and 
foolifli  virgins,  which  fervcs  farther  to  mark  the 
divcrfity  of  their  charafters.    It  is^  faid,  ^  that, 

*  while  the  bridegroom  ta^-ricd,  they  all  flumber- 
^  cd  and  flcpt  Eren  good  mcny  while  itl 
this  imperfed  (late,  and  furroanded  with  the 
temptations  of  the  world,  are  bat  too  apt  occafion- 
ally  to  grow  remifs  and  inattentive  to  their  fpi ritual 
concerns,  and  to  fllsicken  their  diligence  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  God,  Hence  that  iieceflary  cautiori 
which  our  Saviour  gave  to  his  difciples  :  '  What 

*  I  fay  unto  you,  I  fay  unto  all,  Watch  f  arid 
elfewhcre, '  Watch  and  pray  that  ye  enter  not  into 

*  temptation  ;  the  fpirit  indeed  is  willing,  but  the 

*  flefli  is  weak  |/  So  requifite  is  it  to  keep  the 
foul  awake,  as  it  were,  by  frequent  a£ts  of  devo- 
tion and  religious  meditation.  By  keeping  thcfc 
ftriking  objects  habitually  in  view,  and  often 

'  contemplating  the  profpects  of  eternity  which 
thcgofpel  fcts  before  us,  we  may  efFeftually  pre* 
vent  that  fatal  lethargy  from  ftealing  upon  our 
minds.  The  bcft  of  uicn  have  great  rcafon  to 
beware  of  flunibcring  or  remitting  their  former 

diligence 
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diligence  and  attention ;  becaufe  this  rdaxafion^ 
of  mind,  frequently  indulged,  may  iflue  at  lad  in 
a  dead  fleep,  or  fuch  a  ftate  of  infenfibtlity,  that  nd- 
thing  but  the  found  of  the  laft  trumpet  fhall  be 
able  to  awaken  them  :  *  Be  watchful,  and  ftrcngth-* 

*  eh  the  things  which  remain,  and  are  ready  to 

*  die  The  reprefentatidn  of  thefe  things  in  the 
fixth  vcrfe  is  very  ftriking  :  *  At  midnight  there 
'  was  a  cry  made,  Behold  the  bridegroom  co- 

*  meth,  go  ye  out  to  meet  him.*  In  like  manner, 
the  approach  of  the  fupreme  judge  ot  the  worlds 
announced  by  the  voice  of  a  celeftial  herald,  wilt 
affeft  the  minds  of  men  fiiitably  to  their  hopes 
Or  fears  refulting  from  it,  either  with  Joy  and  ex- 
ultation, or  with  grief  and  defpair;  Thus,  in  a- 
riother  place,  our  Saviour  defcribes  the  different 
feelings  of  good  and  bad  men,  in  the  near  pi^o- 
fpcft  of  that  awful  event :    •  Mens  hearts  failing 

*  them  for  fear,  and  for  looking  after  th'ofe 

*  things  which  are  coming  oti  the  earth  ;  for  the 

*  powers  of  heaven  fliall  be  fliakcn  f.'  But,  ad- 
dreffing  himfclf  particularly  to  his  difciples,  he 
adds,  *  And  when  thefe  things  begin  to  come  to 

'paf^, 
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}  pafs^  then  look  up  and  lift  up  your  heads,  foi? 
f  your  redemption  draweth  nigh/ 

The  parable  goes  on,  •  Then  all  thofc  virgins 
^  arofe  and  trimn.td  their  lamps:*  That  is,  both 
the  wife  and  the  foolifli  were  at  laft  awakened, 
and  endeavoured  to  put  themfelves  in  the  beft 
order  for  accompanying  the  bridegroom  into  the 
marriage-chamber,  and  fliaring  the  honours  of 
that  important  day.  This  naturally  leads  us  to 
confider, 

^dlyi^  The  extreme  diftrefs  to  which  thefoolifh  * 
yirgins  were  reduced  for  want  of  oil  to  recruit 
their  lamps,  and  |hc  vain  attempt  which  they 
made  to  procure  a  fupply  in  the  prefent  exi- 
gence. This  is  emphatically  reprcfented  in 
their  application  to   their  wifcr  companions : 

*  And  the  foolilh  faid  unto  the  wife,  Give  us  of 
f  your  oil,  for  our  lamps  are  gone  out.    But  the 

*  wife  anfwercd,  faying,  Not  fo^  left  there  be  not 

*  enough  for  us  and  you  j  but  go  yc  rather  to 

*  them  that  fell^  and  buy  for  ypurfclves  Thefc 
words,  ftrippedof  their  figurative  drefs,  contain  a 
moft  important  inftruftion,  namely.  That,  ais  the 
moft  plaufible  appearances  of  virtue  and  piety, 

with- 
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without  finccrity,  will  qot  avail  us^  in  the  great 
day  of  judgment  and  inquiry  }  fo  it  will  be  im- 
pofliblc  to  fupply  the  )vant  of  pcrfonal  holincfs 
by  the  merit  of  others  transferred  to  us.  This 
anfwer  of  the  wife  virgins  to  the  fpoliOi  prQv<s$ 
the  abfurdity  of  the  doftrine  of  fupererogation 
maintained  by  the  church  of  Rome,  as  if  good 
men  could  purchafe  admiflion  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  by  ^he  merit  of  their  good  works^ 
not  only  for  thcmfelves,  but  even  for  others  who 
purfue  their  finful  courfes  to  the  end  oiF  life.  This 
capital  (lock  of  fuperabundant  merit  being  dc- 
pofited  with^  the  chui^ch,  as  in  a  general  bank,  is 
retailed  every  day  to  the  moft  profligate  finncrs 
in  pardons  and  indulgences,  at  certain  rates,  to 
the  great  emolument  of  the  priefts,  but  to  t;he  ut* 
ter  fubverfion  of  all  true  piety  and  virtue  among 
the  people.  Thus,  by  a  moft  impious  and  Stocking 
commerce,  the  falvarion  of  immortal  fouls  i) 
bartered  for  worldly  gain,  and  the  deluded  vo* 
taries  of  fupcrftition  arc  fatally  encouraged  and 
hardened  in  their  fins.    But,  alas  I  how  vain  and 
foolifh  are  all  fuch  devices  for  the  fecurity  of  our 
future  happlnefs !  *  What  can  a  man  give  in  ex- 
*  change  for  his  foul     C^in  he  purchafe  its  eter- 
nal redemption  by  money,  or  find  any  thing  ade- 
quate 
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quate  to  its  value  ?  Surely  not :  And  nothing  can 
fcrve  more  fully  to  Jetecl  fo  daring  an  impoflurc, 
ahd  to  expofc  the  futility  of  fuch  dangerous  pre- 
tenfions,  than  this  parable,  confidered  in  its  true 
fpirit  and  import.  The  wife  virgins  entertained 
no  fuch  flattering  thoughts  of  thcmfelves,  as  if 
they  were  polTeffed  of  fuperfluous  merit,  ot  could 
poiSbly  transfer  it,  if  they  had,  to  fupply  the  de- 
ficiency  of  other*  perfons  :  *  Not  fo,'  faid  they, 
'  left  there  be  not  enough  for  us  and  you.'  In 
which  anfwcr,  there  is  to  be  obferved  a  becoming 
modefty  in  edimating  their  own  virtue,  that  mo* 
•dcfty  and  humility  which  is  infeparable  from  real 
merit  *  For  the  beft  of  men  are  always  the  moft 
h^mble  and  diffident  of  themfelves,  becaufc 
moft  fenfible  of  their  own  defedb  and  imperfec- 
tions. After  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  ap- 
prove themfelves  to  God,  they  ftill  account  them- 
felves unprofitable,  and,  in  many  refpeds,  unduti- 
ful  fervants.  Their  hopes  of  acceptance  are 
founded  on  the  mercy  of  God,  and  the  infinite 
merit  of  that  divine  Saviour,  '  who  ever  liyeth 
^  to  m^ke  interccffion  for  us.* 

In  this  anfwer  of  the  wife  virgins,  there  is  to  be 
obferved  alfo,  a  charitable  delicacy  or  decorurai 
in  exprcffing  their  fentiments,  with  refpedk  to  tjxt 
C  c  c  condufi^ 
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condufl:  of  their  foolifli  companions.  Infte^d  of 
upbtaiding  them  witii  ncgligcnct  in  not  providing 
for  thcmfclves,  or  giving  any  hint  which  might 
occaiion  defpair,  thej^fu^gcit  the  bjcil  advice  which 
their  cafe  will  admit  of :  'Go  ye  rather  to  them 
f  that  fell,  and  buy  for  your fclves/  'Ihis,  indeed, 
fomc  undcrftand  as  fpoktn  ironicz^lly,  well  know- 
ing  it  to  be  an  impoffihle  thing :  But  fucb  feverc 
ridicule  is  not  fo  confiftent  with  the  charaftcr  of 
humility  afcribed  to  the  wife  virgins.  In  truth, 
the  extreme  folly  of  wicked  men,  in  negkfling 
the  concerns  of  eternity,  is  mprc  properly  a  fub- 
jcft  of  ferioqs  expoftulation  and  benevolent  pity, 
than  of  cruel  mocking  and  bitter  reproaches,  e- 
fpccialty  when,  as  fuppofed  in  tlie  parable,  they 
arc  fully  convinced  of  their  criminal  negligence, 
and  dcfirous,  if  poffiblc,  to  retrieve  it.  Such  kind 
of  ridicule  favours  more  of  pnde  and  inhumanity, 
than  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs  ; »  for  '  fools  only 
*  make  a  mock  of  fin  At  the  fame  time,  the 
advice  of  the  wife  virgins  is  not  to  be  fo  literally 
underftood,  as  if  they  meant  to  give  the  foolilh 
any  pofitive  encouragement  of  fuccefs  in  fyc^i  an 
expedient  j  for  the  event  plainly  fhewed,  thajt  the 

time 
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[mc  of  making  provifioil  Was  clapfcd,  and  the 
opportunity  loft  for  ever.  But  they  feem  un- 
willing  to  pafs  any  ralh  or  fcvere  judgment  in 
this  cafe,  leaving  that  fevere  refledibn  to  the  af- 
ter experience  of  the  foolifli  thcmfelves;  and,  in 
fo  doing,  they  give  a  ftriking  proof  of  tlicir  pru- 
dence and  humanity,  as  well  as  of  their  piety.  As 
Jrcpentaricc,  when  fmterc,  is  never  too  late,  while 
the  door  of  mercy  ftaiids  open, it  \t  highly  prefump- 
tuous  to  confign  every  late  penitent,  without  ex- 
tcption,  to  cverlafting  mifery,  anticipating,  by  our 
rafli  judgment,  the  fentencc  of  the  fuprem'e  judge* 
Where  appearances  of  contrition  are  favourable^ 

*  charity  thinketh  no  evil,  but  hopcth  all  things, 

*  and  belicvcth  all  things.'  The  fruitlefs  attempl 
made  by  the  foolifli  virgins  to  iupply  their  lamps 
With  oil,  when  awakened  by  the  laft  fummdnst  to 
attend  the  bridegroom  into  the  martiage-chamberj 
iSj  however^  plainly  defigncd  to  point  out  the  fol- 
ly and  danger  of  deferring  our  preparation  till 
the  laft  period  of  life;  And  th\i  naturally  intro- 
duces the  laft  branch  of  the  parable^  namely, 

41  The  different  Fate  atid  condition  of  thd 
wife  and  foolifli  virgins,  in  confequcncc  of  theit 
different  conduft,  as  above  defcribed;  We  arc 
told,  that,  while  the  foolifli  went  to  buy,  the 

bride- 
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bridegroom  came ;  and  they  that  were  ready, 
went  '  in  w.th  hi:n  to  the  marriage,  and  the  door 

*  was  fliut  "^Z  By  which  expreffion,  the  unalter- 
able condition  of  good  and  bad  men  in  a  future 
ftatc  is  clearly  (ignified.  The  door  was  Ihut, 
both  to  fccure  thofc  that  were  within,  and  to 
exclude  fuch  as  were  without.  The  facred  fcrip- 
tures  affure  us,  that  the  gate  of  heaven,  though 

*  ftrait  and  narrow,*  yet  is  ftill  accefliblc  to  all  who 
drive  to  enter  in ;  but,  at  that  interefting  period  to 
which  the  parable  refers,  it  will  be  for. ever  bar- 
red againft  the  flothful  and  impenitent :  '  And 

*  there  Ihall  in  nowifc  enter  into  it  any  thing  that 

*  defileth,  neither  whatfocver  worketh  abomina- 

*  tion,  or  maketh  a  lye,  but  they  that  are  writ- 

*  ten  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life  f.*  Thus  the 
foolifli  came  too  late;  and  foUici^ted  in  vain  for 
admiffion.  Nor  Icfs  vain  and  prefumptuous  are 
the  hopes  of  fuch  as  pcrfcvere  in  a  vicious  courfc 
of  life,  ftill  relying  on  the  mercy  of  God,  which 
they  have  fo  Jong  abufcd  ;  or  of  thofc  who  ex* 
pefl:  to  be  admitted  at  laft,  through  mere  grace 
and  favour,  in  direft  contradldion  to  the  rood 
exprefs  declarations  of  the  word  of  God,  and  the 

politivc 
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pofitivc  terms  of  the  gofpel-covenant.  But  wc 
may  learn,  from  the  defervcd  fate  of  the  foolifc 
virgins,  that  no  iaiportunity,  how  earneft  focver, 
no  tears  of  repentance,  liowever  unfeigned,  will 
avail  to  flop  the  courfe  of  juftice,  or  hinder  the 
fuprcme  judge  from  pronouncing  the  irreverli- 
ble  decree  that  they  Ihall  never  enter  into  his 
•   reft.   *  Becaufe,*  fays  God,  *  I  have  called,  and 

•  ye  have  refufcd,  I  have  ftrctched  out  my  hands, 
'  and  no  man  regarded  me  ;  I  will  laugh  at 
'  your  calamity,  I  will  mock  when  your  fear  co- 
^  meth  ;  when  your  fear  cometh  as  defolation, 

*  and  deftruftion  as  a  whirlwind  The  ftout- 
cft  heart  will  tremble,  and  the  moft  hardened 
finner  iland  abaihed,  when  he  fhall  hear  this  tre- 
mendous declaration  from  the  throne  of  judge- 
ment. 

To  conclude,  this  parable  is  evidently  intend- 
ed to  convey  this  moft  important  inftruftion,  and 
to  enforce  the  pradice  of  it,  namely,  that  the 
care  of  our  fouls  is  that  *  one  thing  needful/  to 
which  all  our  other  cires  Ihould  be  poftponed 
and,  made  fubfervient ;  that  we  ought  to  ftore 
our  minds  with  juft  fentiments  of  religion  and 
virtue,  and  to  replenifli  our  hearts  with  pious  and 

benevolent 

•  Prov.  i.  24,  25.  26.  27. 
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benevolent  afFcftions.  This  only  can  give 
itrength  and  ftability  to  a  religious  profeflion^ 
fo  that,  like  a  lamp  full  of  oil,  it  will  not  only 
<hirte  With  a  bright  fplendor  before  the  world, 
but  maintain  its  luftre  till  the  flame  of  lite  itfelf 
fliall  be  extinguiflied  :  •  The  path  of  the  juft  li 
«  as  the  tnorning  light,  that  fliineth  more  and 
«  tnor6  until  the  pcrfeft  day  ^/  On  the  other  ' 
h^nd,  a  religious  profcflion,  linfupporfed  by  the 
true  principles  and  fteady  pradice  of  Chriftian 
virtue,  rcfembles  a  lamp  without  a  fufficient  pro- 
vifion  of  oil,  that  muil  foon  fail,  and  leave  us  in 
the  dark,  bewildered  in  our  courfe,  when  we 
(land  mofl:  in  need  of  light  and  direftion.  Hovr 
powerful  and  interefting  is  the  motive  fubjoined 
by  our  Saviour !  *  Watch j  therefore,  for  ye 

*  know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour  whcreiii 
<'the  Son  of  Mart  cometh  f  /  In  another  place, 
by  an  eafy  figure,  it  is  faid,  *  That  he  (hall  come 

*  as  a  thief  in  the  night  |/  when  men  are  lead 
CJcpcfting  it,  or  prcpaf-ed  for  itk  This  is  daily 
Verified,  as  appears  from  that  want  of  attention 
and  concern  which  men  generally  difcover  ill 
J)reparing  for  the  approach  of  death  j  iFor  what 

the 
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fhe  day  of  judgqient  will  be  to  mankind  in  ^tr 
ncral,  the  day  of  death  is  to  every  individual.  It 
is  the  final  period  of  his  probs^lionary  ftate,  and 
fixes  his  condition,  as  to  happinefs  or  niifcry,  for 
ever.  The  general  judgment  is  only  the  publif 
and  formal  annunciation  of  whj^t  is  virtually  don? 
at  the  hour  of  death.  If,  then,  are  all  uii- 
ccrtain  when  this  final  fummons  may  reach 
wc  ought  to  giye  the  fame  itttention  to  our  conr 
du£l  as  if  ^ycry  day  were  to  be  oyr  l^ft,  *  j^nd 

*  the  judge  (landing  before  the  door/  *  Fyr,' 
fays  Paul,  *  yet  a  little  while,  and  he  that  lhall 
f  come,  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry,  and  behold 
f  his  reward  is  with  him  We  (hall  conclude  with 
the  beautiful  words  of  our  Saviour,  which  feem  to 
have  a  plain  allufion  to  the  parable  before  us,  and 
may  be  confidered  as  a  further  enforcement  of  its 
moral  :  *  Let  your  loins  be  girded  about,  and 

*  your  lights  burning  j  and  ye  yourfelvcs  like  unto 

*  men  waiting  for  their  Lord  when  he  will  return 

*  from  the  wedding,  that,  when  he  cometh  and 
^  knocketh,  they  may  open  unto  him  immedi- 
*ately.    BlefTed  arc  thofe  fervants  whom  the 

*  Lord  when  he  cometh  fhall  find  watching  j  vc- 

*  rily 
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*  rily  I  fay  unto  you,  That  he  (hall  gird  himfelf, 

*  and  make  them  fit  down  to  meat,  and  will 
«  come  forth  and  ferve  them.    And,  if  he  fliatl 

*  come  in  the  fecond  watch,  or  come  in  the  third 

*  watch,  and  find  them  fo,  bleflcd  are  thofe  for- 
«  vints.    And  this  know,  that  if  the  good  man 

*  of  the  houfc  had  known  at  what  hour  the  thief 

*  would  come,  he  would  have  watched,  and  not 

*  fu£Fered  his  houfe  to  be  broken-  through.  Be 

*  ye  therefore  ready  alfo,  for  the  Son  of  man 

*  Cometh  at  an  hour  when  ye  think  not 

♦  Luke  xH.  35. — 41, 
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THE 


PARABLE  OF  THE  TALENTS*. 


THfS  parable  may  be  viewed  as  a  further  il- 
luftration  and  enforcement  oi  the  moral  of 
thdrfonner  one.^  The  fame  objeft  is  here  pre- 
fcntcd  in  a  diflFercnt  point  of  light,  in  order  to 
make  the  deeper  tmpreifion  on  our  minds.  Both 
refer  to  the  fame  important  event,  and  inculcate 
that  preparation  which  is  neccffary,  on  our  part, 
for  meeting  the  fupreme  Judge,  fo  as  to  come  off 
with  honour  and  applaufe  before  his  auguft  and 
impartial  tribunal*  The  former  parable  pointed  out 
the  indifpenfible  ncceffity  of  pcrfonal  holincfs ;  of 
acquiring  the  principles  of  fincere  piety  and  virtue, 
in  full  ftrengthand  vigour.  This  is  dcfigned  to  fliow 
D  d  d     .  the 
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Ac  great  importance  of  exerting  thefe  prmcipFer^ 
with  diligence  and  adivity,  in  the  difchargc  of 
thofe  practical  duties  and  obligations  which  rt- 
fult  from  our  Chrifliaii  profcliioit.  The  inward 
culture  and  difciplinc  of  the  heart  muft  always 
be  accompanied  with  a  careful  attention  to  our 
outward  conduct,  as  affording  mutual  aid  and' 
fupport  to  each  other.  Without  good  principles- 
and  d.fpofitions  of  inind,  even  oiirbeft  aftions^ 
in  appearance,  will  be  void  of  merit  and  virtue  f 
and  without  adlivity  in  fulfilling  the  duties  of  our 
Chriftiaw  profeflion,  no  confiderable  proficiency 
in  true  hpUnefs  can  be  made  ;  becaufe  it  is  only 
by  frequent  exercifc  that  the  inward  principles 
and  habits  of  goodnefs  are  ftrengthencd  and  im- 
proved. Accordingly,  the  prefcnt  patable  is  in- 
fended  by  our  Saviour  to  expofe  the  folly  and 
danger  of  a  folitary  and  inactive  piety,  when  fc- 
parated  from  that  beneficence  to  our  brethren  of 
mankind  which  is  fo  efFcntial  a  part  of  true  re- 
ligion, under  every  difpenfation,  and  particularly 
holds  fo  high  a  rank  in  that  of  the  gofpeL 

There  are  four  general  points  into  which  this 
parable  may  be  divided,  namely,  The  truft  cont- 
mitted  to  the  fervants  by  their  common  matter, 
their  different  conduS  in  the  difchargc  of  it,  a- 

greeaUc 
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jgtccablc  to  their  diflFerent  tempers  and  difpofitions; 
(the  account  pf  their  management  taken  by  thdr 
lord  at  his  return  ;  and,  la/lly'f  The  diftribu- 
tion  of  rewards  and  punifhmcnts  according  to 
ihcir  r^^ipeSive  dcferts. 

,   17?,   As  10  the  nature  df  the  truft  itfdf.  It 
is  here  ^-eprcfcnted,  that  the  mafter  of  «  family, 
vhen,  upon  a  particular  occafion,  he  was  obliged 
to  travel  to  a  far  country,  called  his  Servants  to- 
gether, and  delivered  to  them  afum  of  money, 
whidi  he  divided,  according  to  his  plcafure,  in  dif- 
ferent proportions,  -as  a  fk)ck  to  trade  wi^h,  and 
improve  during  hi«  abfence,  being  fuHy  refolved 
t#  inquire  exadly  into  their  management  as  foon 
-as  he  retwneid.    How  naturally  does  this  point 
out  tihe  relation  which  we  all  (land  in  icy  God ! 
He  is  our  fujMrcme  Lord  and  Mafter,  whom,  by 
all  the  tics  of  duty  and  g-ratitude,  we  are  bound 
to  fcrvc.  From  him  we  derive  our  being  at  firft, 
»and  alltbofe  noble  powers  and  faculties  by  which 
we  are  exalted  above  the  infci^ior  creatures.  To 
each  of  us  he  hath  affigned  our  ftation  in  life,  and 
prefcribed  our  particular  work  and  fcrvicc  to  be 
performed.    We  are  therefore  to  confider  ail 
our  endowments,' whether  of  mind  or  body,  nafru- 
fid  or  nccjuired,  and  «11  the  opportunities  we 

have 
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have  of  exerting  them,  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  good  of  mankind,  as  that  truft  he  hath 
com<nitccd  to  us,  and  for  which,  as  bis  fervaius 
and  ftewards,  we  are  accountable  to  hmi }  and, 
fo  far  as  we  manage  it  wicii  hdeHty  and  diligence, 
we  ad  a  dutiful  and  upright  part,  and  may  ex- 
pect a  bountiful  reward. 

The  diflFcrent  number  of  talents  committed 
to  each  of  the  fcrvants,  may  naturally  fuggcft 
thoic  different  degrees  of  power  and  inflo- 
'  ence^  of  wealth  and  riches,  and  other  like  advan- 
tages, which  we  fee  fo  varioufly  diftributed  a? 

.  mong  the  different  ranks  and  orders  of  men. 
To  one  fervant  he  gave  five  talents,  to  another 
two,  and  to  another  one,  and  from  each  he  ex- 
peded  an  increafe  in  proportion  to  the  number 
received.  This  divcrfjty,  a$  to  the  gifts  of  nature 
and  providence,  is  perfedly  fuited  to  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things,  and  wifely  contrived  for  difplayiflg 
the  beauty  and  harmony  of  God's  moral  govern- 
ment }  while  his  juftice,  holding  the  equal  balance 
in  his  hand^  demands  no  fervices  difproportioned 
to  the  faculties  or  advantages  he  bath  bellowed. 
Thus,  thcchMrch  of  Chrift,  like  a  body  confift- 

/mg  of  mai.y  members,  is  cemented  and  ftrength- 
cned  l?y  the  united  influence  of  their  various 

powers 
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powers  and  operations  :  Ffom  which  be^utiftil 
analogy,  the  apoftlc  urges  the  indifpcnfible  duty 
and  obligation  of  exerting  ourfelvfes  with  dili-i 
gence  and  aftiyity  in  that  particular  ftation  affign- 
ed  us  by  divine  providence,for  promoting  the  good 
of  the  whole.   «  For,  as  we  have  many  members 

♦  in  one  body,  and  all  members  have  not  the  fame 

*  office;  fo  we,  bang  many,  arc  one  body  in  Chrift. 

♦  Having  theii  gifts,  diftcring  according  to  the 

*  grace  that  is  given  to  us,  whether  prophecy,  let 

•  lis  prophecy  according  to  the  proportion  of 

♦  faith ;  or  miniftry,  let  us  wait  on  our  minifter- 
.  ^  ing}  or  he  that  teacheth,  on  teaching  j  jor  he 

*  Chatexhorteth,on  exbortatiop;  He  that  giveth, 

♦  let  him  do  it  with  fimplictty  j  he  that  ruleth, 

*  with  diligence }  he  that  flicweth  mercy^  with 

*  chearfulncfs  V 

The  Jicond  divifion  of  the  parable  relates  to  the 
different'  management  of  this  truft  by  the  fev^ral 
fcrvants,  as  in  the  1 6th,  1 7tb,and  )  8th  verfe$.  Two 
of  them  s^^ed  widely  and  honeftly,  and  were  fuc- 
ceisful  in  their  bufinds.  Vielnring  it  as  a.tcdft  of 
great  importance,  they  confider ed  fidelity  |n  i^c 
difcharge  of  it,  not  only  as  their  duty,  but  thdr 
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fmnbur  and  intereft*  Tbey  were  ambitmi, 
therefore,  of  fecuring  the  approbation  and  favour 
of  their  mafter,  as  the  fureft  means  of  promoting 
their  own  happineft  ;  becaufe,  from  his  bounty, 
they  had  ground  to  expcSt  the  moft  generous  re- 
ward. <  They  went  and  traded  with  tbc  fame,'  and 
found  the  maxim  of  the  royal  Preacher  verified^ 
^  that  the  hand  of  the  diligent  makech  rich/  We 
are  told,  that  he  who  received  five  talents  gained 
five  more,  and  that  he  who  received  two,  gained 
alio  other  two.    Their  gain  and  increafe  were  in 

-  cxaQ,  prbportion  to  the  number  intruftedto  them 
V  in  (lock  from  their  Lord  ;  which  ihtws  tb^  wif- 

dom  .and  equity  of  that  eftabliflied  rule  of  bis  ju- 
dicial procedure,  ^  That  unto  whomfoever  mucb 
*  is  given,  of  him  fhall  iruch  be  required/  *  U 
« there  unrighteoufnefe  with  God  ?  God  forbid 

-  *  Shall  not  the  judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  ^? 
He  requires  no  fervices  above  the  reach  of  our 
faculties;  no  improvements  beyond  the  means 
and  opportunities  conferred  upon  us.  Though 

.  fcrhGdy  free  in  the  diftribution  of  hi«  favours, 
yet  he  is  ftridly  juft  and  equitable  in  his  de- 
viands. 


^  JLuke  xiL  48, 
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In  another  parable,  to  the  fame  purpofe,  re- 
corded by  the  evangelift  Luke  there  is  a  confi- 
derable  variation  to  be  obfervcd  in  fcveral  ctr- 
cumftances.  The  number  of  fervants  is  fuppofed 
to  be  ten,  to  each  of  whom  he  delivered  onc^ 
pound,  to  trade  with  during  his  abfence  ;  but^ 
though  their  truft  or  ftock  was  the  fame,  yet  their 
fucccfs  is  fuf^fed  to  be  very  different.  One 
gained  ten  pounds,  and  another  five,  by  their  in* 
duftry  and  diligence ;  whereas,  in  this  parable, 
as  a  different  number  of  talents  was  delivered  td 
the  feveral  fervants,  fo  their  gain  was  in  propor- 
tion to  what  they  received.  Accordingly,  the 
allignment  of  the  rewards  to  the  faithful  fervantg 
in  Luke's  parable,  is  expreffedin  different  terms, 
and  is  regulated  by  a  different  proportion  from 
that  in  this  parable  of  Matthew,  as  ihall  after- 
wards be  takqn  notice  off/ 

I« 

*  Chap.  xix.  1  a.  fte« 
f  it  bath  been  a  queftion,  whether  the  parables  in 
Luke  and  in  Matthew  are  to  be  conddered  as  the  fame, 
and  repeated  only  with  fome  variation  as  to  the  circnm* 
ftances,  which  is  evidently  the  cafe  with  refped  to  fome 
of  the  refty  which  are  to  be  found  in  different  Evange* 
lifts.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  greater  part  of  Luke*s 

parable 
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In  one  circutnftance^  indeed,  both  parables  a« 
gree,  viz.  as  to  the  condud  of  the  un&ithful 
fervant  who  did  not  improve  the  money  dcli- 
▼ered  to  him  ;  in  each  this  fa£l  is  reprefcrite4 
almoft  in  the  fame  words.  While  the  two  faithful 
^nd  diligent  fervants  laboured  with  zeal  and  fuc* 
cefs  in  their  occupation,  this  man  a&cd  a  very 
contrary  part.  Inftead  of  following  their  iau^ 
dable  example,  ^  he  went  and  digged  in  the 
•earth,  and  hid  his  l»ord's  money*}*  or,  as  ' 
Luke  reprefents  it^  ^  he  kept  it  laid  up  in  a  | 
*  napkin/   It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the 

undutiful 

parable  bean  a  ftronger  refemblance  to  that  of  the  cruel 
and  unjuft  hu{bandmeD»  in  .the  21ft  chapter  of  Matthew, 
than  to  tliis  under  confideration ;  and  that  thofe  circnm* 
ftanceSy  in  which  they  feem  to  agree,  are  very  different* 
A  different  fentiment  is  deducible  frofQ  thena,  though 
the  general  inftrudlon  in  both  is  fimiiar,  and  the  one  cor- 
roborative of  the  other,  as  will  appear  in  confidering  the 
laft  divifion  of  the  parable,  where  it  will  naturally  fall  in 
aur  way.  But,  what  puts  it  out  of  .doubt  that  they  are 
different  parables,  having  a  different  objed  in  view,  if, 
t^at  tkfj  were  fpoken  by  our  Saviour  on  two  differeet 
occafions  i  That  in  Luke,  before  he  came  to  Jemialein; 
but  this  in  Matthew,  aft«r  his  coming  (here,  and  a  litde 
before  his  paiEon. 

♦  Verfc  18. 
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undutiful  fcrvant  in  the  parable  before  us,  is  he 
who  received  only  one  talent  from  his  mafter, 
and  had  the  leaft  truft  repofcd  in  him.  'Ihis  is 
a  circuniftance  of  great  propriety,  c^nd  well  a» 
daptcd  to  the  general  dcfign  of  the  parable.  By 
this  we  are  inftrufted  that,  as  we  may  be  un- 
faithful in  the  management  of  a  kfltfr,  as  well  as 
a  greater  truft,  fo  the  want  of  better  opportu- 
nities and  advantages  for  exerting  ourfelves  in 
the  fervice  of  God  and  mankind^  will  not  bp  fu- 
ftained  before  the  tribunal  of  heaven  as  a  fuffi- 
cient  cxcufe  for  not  improving  thofc  which  we 
are  poffeffed  of ;  that  we  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
aclivc  and  diligent  in  fulfilling  the  duties  of  that 
particular  ftation  which  providence  hath  affigned 
to  us,  as  the  proper  fplierc  for  the  difp'ay  of  our 
virtue  to  the  grcatcft  advantage,  if  we  expeO: 
the  approbation  of  our  Mafter  in  heaven,  or  to 
(hare  in  his  promifed  rewards. 

But,  let  us  confider  a  Uttle  the  particular 
crime  charged  againft  tliis  unfaithful  fcrvant  : 
lie  is  not  accufcd  of  profufely  lavifiiipg  away  his 
uiafter*S'  money  in  vice  and  folly,  which,  no 
doubt,  would  have  increafed  iu  guilt,  but  of 
*  hiding  his  talent  in  the  earth  fuffering  it  to 
F«main  unemployed,  and  thereby  \o  become 
E  e  e  ufclefd . 
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ufclcfs  to  himfclf  and  others.  His  guilt  confift-» 
cd  more  properly  in  floth  artd  indolence,  than 
in  direfl:  injuftice ;  for  he  rcftored  the  talent, 
not  in  the  leaft  diminifficd  in  its  value,  to  the 
rightful  owner.  This  is  another  beautiful  au 
cumftance  for  inforcing  the  moral  inftrudion  of 
the  parable.  Our  Savipur,  inftead  of  heightening 
his  guilt,  fuppofes  every  foftenjng  circuinftancc 
that  could  tend  to  alleviate  the  charge  againft 
him,  By  this  we  arc  inftruftcd,  that,  not  oniy 
^n  extravagant  profufion  of  the  gifts  of  provit 
dence  in  luxury  and  dilEpation,  but  alfo  an  ufc- 
lcfs hoarding  them,  from  avarice^  ot  even  inac- 
tivity, renders  us  obnoxious  to  the  divine  dif. 
plcafure,  and  that  both  of  them  are  a  pcrverie 
abufe  of  his  goodnefs,  as  well  as  a  breach  of 
truft  repofed  in  us  that,  merely  abftaining 
from  afts  of  glaring  injuftice  and  «  wicked  lewd- 
*  ncfs,*  through  a  certain  indolence  of  temper, 
will  not  fupply  the  place,  fior  entitle  us  to  the  re- 
ward of  adive  virtue  and  btntficence.  In  a 
word,  that,  if  (ut  h  as  arc  called  to  aft  in  the 
narrower  fpheres,  and  lower  departments  of  Wit^ 
will  be  juftly  condemned  for  not  improving  the 
inferior  advantages  they  have  enjoyed,  much 
iporc  guilty  will  thofe  be  foiiod,  who  have  bu- 
ried 
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ned  better  talents,  and  retidered  them  ufelefs  to 
the  world,  through  an  inglorious  eafe  an  lan^^ 
guor.    And  ftill  morie  atrocious  is  the  guilt  of 
thofe  who  proftitute  the  nobleft  faculties  of  the 
mind,  and  the  greateft  advantages  of  fortune, 
foi  purpofcs  equally  difbonourable  to  God,  and 
hurtful  to  their  fellow-creatures. 
The  third  branch  of  the  parable  relates  to  the 
account  taken  of  their  management  by  their  ma-^ 
fter  at  his  return.    Thofe  two  fcrvants  who  ap- 
proved their  diligence  and  fidelity  in  the  difcharge 
of  the  truft  committed  to  them,  are  firit  called  tp 
give  an  account  of  their  condu£l:«    And  we  find 
that,  though  the  one  had  gained  five  talents,  and 
the  other  only  two,  he  commends  them  both  in 
the  very  fame  terms,  and  to  each  of  them  affigns 
the  fame  reward  :  •  His  Lord  faid  unto  him.  Well 

*  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  fervant,  thou  haft 
'  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make 

*  thee  ruler  over  many  things ;  enter  thou  into 

*  the  joy  of  thy  Lord  |.'  This  teaches  us,  that  the 
rewards  of  the  golpel  will  be  conferred  on  the 
faithful  and  induftriouSj  rather  in  proportion  to 
the  uprightnefs  of  their  hearts  and  aQivity  of  their 

zeal. 


f  Vcrfc  21.  a  J. 
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zea] ,  in  i  m proving  the  advantages  they  ha ve  cftjoycci 
than  according  to  the  real  extent  or  a&ual  amourit 
of  their  fervices : '  For/ fays  Paul,  *  where  there  is 
«  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted,  according  to  what 
'  a  man  hath,  and  not  according  to  what  he  hath 

*  not  ^.^  And,  on  the  other  hand,  .that  neither 
good  intentions  nor  pious  difpofitions  in  general, 
will  avail  us  in  the  fi^ht  of  God,  unlefs  accom- 
panied with  honeit  and  active  endeavours  to  do 
his  holy  and  acceptable  will.  In  Luke's  parable, 
already  quoted,  where  each  fervant  is  fuppofcd 
to  have  received  the  fame  fum  from  their  maflcr, 

^  but  to  have  made  a  diflferent  degree  of  improvc- 
mcnt,  a  different  fcntiment,  though  entirely  con- 
fiitcm  with  the  former,  is  fuggeftcd:  <  Then 
«  came  the  firft,  faying.  Lord,  thy  pound  hath 
«  gained  ten  pounds  j  and  he  faid  unto  him, 
« "Well,  thou  good  fervant,  becaufe  thou  hafl 
«  been  faithful  in  a  very  little,  have  thou  autho- 

*  rity  over  ten  cities.  And  tlie  fecond  came, 
«  faying.  Lord,  thy  pound  hath  gained  fivepoundsj 
«  and  he  faid  likewife  to  him,  Be  thou  alfo  over 

*  five  cities  |.'  In  the  one  parable,  we  fee  the 
two  induftrious  fervants  are  reprefented  as  equal- 

.  ♦  2  Cor.  viii.  12.  t  Luke  xix.  i6. — 19. 
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ly  diligent  in  their  rcfpcftivc  trufts,  and  therefore 
were  entitled  to  the  fame  commendation  and  re- 
ward. But,  in  the  other,  where  a  greater  degree 
of  induftry,  under  the  fame  advantages,  is  fuppo- 
fcd  to  produce  greater  fucccfs,  we  fee  the  re- 
ward affigned  t%  each  bears  a  proportionable  re- 
fpcft  to  his  diRgcncc  and  improvement.  This 
is  the  uniform  doftrinc  of  holy  fcripture  on  this 
fubjeft,  which  repeatedly  affures  us,  that '  men 

*  will  be  judged  according  to  their  works  ;*  *  and 

*  that  God  will  render  to  every  man  according  to 
'  hisdecds/  In  both  parablcs,thc  terms  in  whichthc 
mafter  afligns  their  reward,  bear  a  plain  allufion  to 
the  praftice  of  generous  and  equitable  princes,  who 
advance  tb  higher  offices  of  power  and  trufl  fuch 
as  have  honourably  acquitted  themfelvcs  in  low- 
er departments.  In  like  manner,  the  fupreme 
Lord  and  judge  of  all  will  regulate  his  judicial 
procedure;  he  will  confer  his  rewards  on  his 
faithful  fefvants,  with  a  due  confideration  of  the 
means  and  opportunities  of  religious  improve- 
ment which  they  have  enjoyed,  of  the  degrees 
of  labour  and  induftry  they  have  exerted,  and 
the  attention  and  prudence  with  wliich  every  one 
has  conduded  his  fpiritual  concerns.  Superi- 
or degrees  of  holinefs  will  be  crowned  with  fu- 

perior 


pcrior  degrees  of  glory  and  felicity  hereafter } 
but,  at  the  lame  time,  the  honours  of  the  cele- 
ftial  kingdom,  however  different  in  order  and 
degree,  will  totally  ciccludc  pccvifli  envy  and  dif- 
content  from  every  bread.    Nay.  this  variety 
and  gradation  in  the  fcalc  of  happinefc  will  prove 
conducive  to  the  greater  pcrfcftioii  and  felicity 
of  the  whole  body  :  Like  a  lamp  confifting  of 
many  different  branches,  which,  when  fliiniog  all 
together,  not  only  cad  forth  a.  more  extejniive 
fplendor,  but  each  fingle  light  (hincs  with  a 
brighter  flame :  •  There  is  one  glory  of  the  fun/ 
fays  the  apoflle,  *  another  glory  of  the  moon,  and 
^  another  glory  of  the  ftars ;  for  one  ftar  differ* 
^  eth  from  another  in  glory.    So  alfo  is  the  re- 
•  furre&ion  of  the  dead        By  which  beauti- 
ful variety  and  fubordination  of  luminaries,  the 
glory  of  the  celeftial  firmament,  like  that  of  the 
earthly,  will  be  rendered  more  ilriking  and  corn- 
pleat.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  confidcr  the  apology 
which  the  ilothful  fervant  makes  for  himfclf, 
when  called  to  give  an  account  of  his  condud.  He 
affumed  at  firft  an  air  of  boldneis,  as  if  he  had  done: 
nothingamifs.  *  Lohere,'  lays  he,  *  is  that  which 

*is 
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*  is  thitic/  Nay,  he  even  fecmsto  vaunt  of  it  aa 
a  piece  of  merit,  that  he  had  not  fquandcred  away 
hifi  talent,  but  had  carefully  fecured  it,  and  was 
now  ready  to  rcftore  it  to  the  rightful  proprietory 
He  docs  not  think  proper,  •however,  to  reft  his 
defence  folely  upon  this  point ;  but  endeavours 
to  recri annate,  by  a  mod  infolent,  as  well  as 
groundlcfs  accufation  of  his  matter,  by  way  of 
further  excufe  :  ^  Lord,  1  knew  thee,  that  thoii 
'  art  an  hard  man,  reaping  where  thou  haft  not 

*  fown,  and  gathering  where  thou  haft  notftraw* 
^  ed;  and  I  was  afraid,  aiid  hid  thy  talent  in  a 

*  napkin  But  upon  what  part  of  his  Lord's  con* 
duft  could  he  form  fo  unjuft  and  unworthy  an  o*- 
pinion  of  hi^  charader  ?  It  was  no  oAcr  thah^ 
the  language  of  ingratitude  and  difcontent  Sow* 
ing  from*  the  malignancy  of  his  own  heart, 
and  wa3  moft  injurious  to  the  honour  of  his  ge^ 
ncrous  matter.  1  bus,  the  predominant  evil  paf- 
fions  of  men  have  great  iptiucnce  in  forming 
their  notions  ql  God  and  rcUgibn: '  1  hou  thought- 

*  eft  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  a  one  as  tliy- 

*  fclf  |/  Perfons  devoted  to  fmful  and  fenfual 
plcafures,  arc  ready  to  entertain  licentious  princi- 

pics, 
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pies,  with  regard  to  the  divine  mercy^  as  if  it 
were  fo  extenfive  as  to  favour,  or  at  leaft  to 
vink  at  the  follies  and  vices  of  mankind.  Thofe, 
on^e  contrary,  of  a  morofe  and  pecvifli  difpofi* 
tion,  and  who  are  fretted  with  envy  and  difcon- 
tent,  or  borne  down  with  languor  and  indolence 
of  fpirit,  regard  every  talk  enjoined  them,  every 
demand  of  labour  or  cxcrtioi^,  a$  an  infupporta* 
ble  burthen.  They  are  apt  to  confide  their  ta- 
ientS|  and  the  opportunities  they  enjoy  of  difplay* 
ing  them  ufefully,  as  a  cruel  impofition  upon 
them,  and  an  obftru£lion  to  their  bappinels. 
Perfons  of  this  temper  of  mind  arc  no  Icfe  dit 
pofed  to  mifrcprefent  the  jufticc  of  the  fuprcme 
Being,  and  to  accufe  him  of  partiality  in  the  dif^ 
tribution  of  his  favours  to  mankind.  The  wretch* 
ed  apology,  put  into  the  mouth  of  this  wicked 
fervant,  which  is  equally  void  of  trqth  and  can- 
dour,  is  exaftly  fuited  to  his  charaftcr  and  diljpo- 
tion,  as  defcnbed  in  the  parable*  He  falfeiy  al- 
ledges,  that  his  mailer,  in  bcRowing  his  g'ft^s 
was  iparing  and  parrimonious,  but,  in  his  de- 
mands of  fcrvice,  was  cxatt  and  rigorous  :  So 
that,  even  wlien  he  had  given  little,  he  cxpcflcd 
exorbitant  returns.  He  judged  it,  therefore,  his 
wifeft  courfc  to  nik  uotiiing,  but  to  reftorc  his 

*  talcnd 
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tafehi  entire  and  undiminilhed,as  he  had  received 
it.  There  is  not  a  mdre  falfc  and  groundlcCi  mifre- 
prefimtation  of  religion^  more  diflionourablc  to 
Gtod,  or  mdlrc  deftlruaive  to  the  intercfts  of  real 
gooUnel^,  than  to  point  out  his  fervice  as  an  into- 
lerable flaveryyand  bis  commandments  as  a  grie- 
vous  impofitiont    Such  partial  and  illiberal  views 
uf  religion  cannot  fail  to  cramp  the  adivity  of 
the  foul,  to  overfpread  us  with  a  melancholy 
gk>om^  and  to  tie  up  our  hands  from  doing  good. 
The  parable  proceeds  to  fet  before  us  the  trial  and 
condemnatiOQ  of  this  unfaithful  fervant,  when 
the  offended  maftcr  examines  into  the  merits  of  his 
defence,  and  turns  the  falfe  and  frivolous  preteqces 
he  bad  adduced,  againft  himftif :  <  Thou  kneweft 

*  that  I  reap  where  1  fowed  not,  and  gather 

*  where  I  have  not  ftrawed :  1  hou  oughteft  there-  x 

*  fore  to  have  put  my  money  to  the  exchangers, 
'  and  then  at  my  coming  I  might  have  received 

*  my  own  with  ufwy  ^/  Here  are  pointed  out 
two  ways  in  which  he  might  have  improved  his 
taknt,  cither  by  trading  with  it  as  his  fclbw- 
fcrvants  had  done,  or  lending  it  on  ufury  to  o« 
thcr«,  from  whom  he  might  have  received  it  a# 

Fff  gain. 
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gain;  together  with  a  pt-opcr  compenfation  for  th6 
loan.  Although  his  indolence  might  be  an  cb^ 
jcftion  to  the  firft  method,  it  could  be  none]  to 
the  laft.  Both  thefe  ways,  however,  he  wilfully 
neglcfked,  and  fo  juftly  merited  that  fcntencc  of 
condemnation  here  denounced  againft  him  : 

*  Take,  therefore,  the  talent  from  him,  and  give 
« it  unto  him  that  hath  ten  talents,  and  call  yc 
«  the  unprofitable  fcrvant  into  outer  darknefs, 

*  where  fliall  be  weeping  and  gna(hing  of  teeth 
This  fcvere  ccnfurc  here  pronounced,  and  imme- 
diately  inflided,  is  exprefled  both  negatively  and 
pofuively.  The  negative  part  confifts  in  depri- 
ving him  of  the  talent  itfelf,  which  he  had  ihame- 
fully  ncglcftcd  to  improve,  and  giving  it  to  him 
who  had  the  ten  talents.  He  difpofcd  of  the  ta- 
lents formerly  as  *  a  mafter,and  now  as  a  judge'. 
He  takes  the  talent  from  the  former,  as  a  puniih- 
tncnt,  and  befiows  it  on  the  latter,  as  an  addition- 
al reward.  *  For,'  he  adds,  ^  to  every  one  that  hath, 

*  fhall  be  given,  and  he  (hall  have  abundance ; 
^  but  from  him  that  hath  not,  (hall  be  taken  a- 

*  way,  even  that  which  he  hath  f /    Plainly  in- 
timatingi  that  fuch  as  carefully  improve  the  ad- 
vantages 

•  Vcrfe  28.  30-  t  Vcrfc  19. 
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vantages  which  they  poffefs,  and  the  means  they 
enjoy  of  being  ufeful,  may,  with  good  rcafon,  ex- 
peQ:  more  cxtenfivc  opportunities  of  doing  good, 
and  confcqucntly  to  obtain  a  more  glorious  re- 
ward to  themfclves.  Their  virtues  naturally  im- 
prove by  cxercife  ;  nor  (hall  there  be  wanting,  in 
the  courfe  of  divine  providence,  important  occa- 
fions  of  difplaying  them,  to  the  glory  of  God^ 
and  the  good  of  mankind.  Let  us  appeal  to  fa£t 
and  ohfcrvation  in  proof  of  it/  How  often  do 
wc  fee  aftivc  and  difintcrefted  beneficence  re- 
warded, even  in  this  life,  with  an  incrcafc  of  pro- 
fpcrity  and  affluence  :  And,  on  the  other  hand^ 
nche&  transferred  from  their  penurious  poffeffors, 
or  their  poftcrity,  to  others,  who  employ  them  for 
honourable  and  ufeful  purpofes^  agreeably  to  the 
intention  of  the  fupreme  Giver,  and  the  nature  of 
the  trufl  rcppfcd  in  him.  *  There  is,*  fays  Solo- 
nion^  *  that  fcattereth,  and  yet  increafcth,  and 
*  there  is  that  wilhJioldeth  more  than  is  meet ;  but 
<  it  tcndcthto  poverty.  The  liberal  foul  (hall  be 
^  made  flat  ;  and  he  that  viratcreth,  lhall  be  wa- 
^  tered  himfelf 

But 
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But  the  principal  part,  bo^h  of  the  ttn^^ 
and  puniihments  afligned,  refers  to  a  future  (laic^ 
.  as  the  concluding  fcene  of  God's  moral  govern- 
ment, from  which  religion  derives  tcs  moil,  power- 
ful fandions*  The  parables  of  the  gofpel  all 
terminate  in  that  point,  and^are  intended  to  im- 
pxefs  our  minds  with  a  ferious  belief  of  th<;oi>  \ 
to  point  out  to  us  the  effectual  means  of  avaldtdg 
everlafling  mifery,  and  attaining  eternal  bap^- 
nefs  in  the  world  to  come*  Our  Saviouir,  in  es:- 
preiling  the  pofitive  part  qf  the  puniihmcilft. 
Hides,  as  it  were,  infcnfibly  out  of  the  figure  iofo 
the  thing  fignificd,  which  fcryqs  as  a  key  to  the 
whole.  It  hath  been  oilen  obfcrvtd,  that  the 
facred  writers  ufually  reprcf^nt  the  future  happi-! 
nefs  of  the  righteous  under  the  metaphor  ot 
light>  and  tb(  mifcry  of  wicked  men  under  that 
of  darknefs.  '  Light/  fays  the  Piklmift,  *  is 
^  fown  for  the  righteous,  and  gtadncis  fqr  tti^ 

*  upright  in  heart  The  unfaithful  fervant  is 
here  condemned  to  be  *  caft  into  outer  darknefs, 

*  where  lhall  be  weeping  and  gnafliiijg  of  teeth  f  / 
As  light  is  a  natural  emblem  of  joy  and  felicity, 
fo  darknefs  is  a  natural  figure  of  a  itate  the  molt 

difmal 
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0fiDSi  %ta  tfifcoiirdrafii.  TbtSs,  the'\^icked  are 
rcfj^refented  as  not  only  excluded  for  ever  from 
tbc  fodiety  of  4fec  bleflfcd  aboyfe,  and  fr6m  all  par- 
ticfps^oh  of  their  bappincTs,'  but  alio  a«  I'acked 
Uhd^t  the  ifiguift  of  unwaiTing  remorfe  and 

'  As  a  further  enforcement  of  thU  important 
firuth,  our  Saviour  concludes  the  chapter  with  a 
fl¥ikthg  dcfci'iptiori  of  the  glorious  appearance  of 
the  ftprcme  judge ;  the  dccifive  fentence  he  will 
pronounce,  according  to  the  real  charaders  and 
defcrts  of  tncn,  together  with  the  chief  grounds 
Uj^ri  yhich  their '  acquittal  or  '  Cohdetnnation 
WiH  proceed.  He  particularly  informs  us,  that 
fiheif  improving,  or  negleding  to  improve 
the  opportunities  of  doing  good  which  arc 
afforded  them,  will  be  a  chief  point  of  inquiry 
-  ]ydlqrc  that  aUguft  tribufial.  *  Then  fiiall  the 
^  King  fay  unto  them  on  his  right  hand,  Come, 
^  yc  bleffed  of  my  father,  inherit  the  kingdom 
^  prepared  for  you,  from  the  foundation  of  the 
^  world.    Fcfr  I  was  an  hungred,  and  ye  g^ave 

*  mc  meat }  I  was  thirfty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink  ; 

*  I  was  a  ftrangcr,  and  ye  took  me  in  ;  naked, 
^  and  ye  clothed  me ;  I  was  (ick,  and  ye  vifited 
^  me ;  I  was  in  prifon,  and  ye  came  onto  me. 

Verily 
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^  Verily  !  fay  unto  you.  in  as  much  as  ye  have 
^  done  it  unto  one  of  the  Icaft  of  thcfc  roy.br^* 
*  thren,  ye  have  dpnc  it  unto  me  This  is  a 
motive  to  beneficence  fuScient  to  outweigh  all 
the  prefent  advantages  of  (ocdid  av^rice^  or  the 
fugitive  pleafures  of  an  unrcftraincd  fenfuality^ 
It  opens  up  to  us  a  profped  of  happine&  as  a  re- 
compenfe  for  «  our  labour  of  love/  infinitely  be- 
yond the  merit  of  our  poor  fervices,  but  fuitabic 
to  the  dignity  and  munificence  of  tl^e  bountif^nl 
rewarder. 

To  conclude ;  The  leading  point  of  inftruSioi^ 
in  the  parable,  is  to  caution  us  againft  idlenef^jt 
or  fpending  our  days  in  an  inglorious  indplence 
and  inadiyity,  Idlcncfs  is  the  ruft  of  the  mm4, 
and  one  pf  the  greatcft  obftrudlions  to  intclleftu- 
al  or  moral  improvement ;  It  is  the  natural  foil 
of  many  hurtful  vices,  and  renders  the  bcft  qua- 
lities and  difpofitions  of  the  heart  ufelefs  and  in- 
fignificant.  Time  is  an  cftate  which,  if  rightly 
cultivated,  will  produce  the  richcft  fruits  to  re- 
pay our  diligence  and  labour  j  but,  if  ncglefted, 
will  become  like  the  vineyard  of  (jhe  (luggard 
pientioncd  by  Solomon,  which  W2^s  '  alt  growxi 

<ovci; 
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*  over  with  thorns/  and  other  noxious  weeds. 
In  ihort,  the  idle  and  llothful  are  mere  cumber- 
crs  of  the  ground,  fit  fcuel  for  the  fire  which 
fliall  never  be  quenched.  If,  therefore,  we  lofc 
time,  we  lofc  eternity.  If  we  lofe  a  part  of  time, 
even  this  is,  in  its  confcquence,  an  eternal  lofs, 
A  day  loft  on  earth  may  be  confidefed  as  an  age 
loft  in  heaven  :    *  For  what  a  man  foweth,  that 

*  fliall  he  alfo  reap.    He  that  foweth  fparinglf 

*  fliall  reap  alfo  fparingly  ;  and  he  which  foweth 
'  bountifully  (hall  reap  alfo  bountifully  Let 
the  advice  of  Solomon,  then,  with  which  I  fliall 
fliut  up  all,  be  attended  to,  and  followed  with 
care:  «  Whatfoever  thy  hand  findcth  to  do,  do 
'  it  with  thy  might ;  for  there  is  no  work,  nor 

*  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wifdom,  in  the 

*  grave,  whither  thou  gocft  f/ 

•  Gall.  y\.  7.  I  Ecclcf.  Ix.  10. 
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PARABLES  OF  the  LOST  SHEEP,  trili 
LOST  PIECE  OF  SILVER,  and  the 
PRQDIGAL  SON*. 


THESE  three  parables  were  fpoken  by  our 
Saviour  on  the  fame  occafion,  and  with  a 
defign  to  illuftrate  and  inforce  the  fame  moral 
iftftruftion,  as  we  learn  from  the  context.  Wc 
are  informed,  in  tlie.  two  preceeding  ?erfes^  that 
many  <  publicans  and  fmners/  that  is,  pcrfons  of 
bad  fame  and  loofe  manners,  attended  bis  public 
teaching,  from  a  laudable  defire  of  being  inftrud- 
ed,  and  that  they  met  with  a  favourable  recep- 
tlon  from  him.  This  conduct  of  his  gave  great 
oflFence  to  the  ^  Scribes  and  Pharifees,'  a  fuper- 
ciliotts  fet  of  men,  who  thought  they  flood  in  no 

need 
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heed  of  inftruSion  thcmfclvcs ;  and  therefore, 
hot  only  defpifcd  his  teaching,  but  reproached 
bis  charitable  endeavours  to  reform  others^  as  a 
blcmifh  in  his  charadcr  and  his  pretenfions  to 
virtue  and  fandity.    Our  Saviour's  apology  for 
himfclf  in  thcfe  three  parables,  difcovcrs  a  depth 
of  wifdom  and  difcernment,  a  fublimity  of  fenti- 
inent,  and  an  energy  of  cxpre(Son,  that  is  truly 
admirable.    He  expofes  the  weakncfs  of  their 
bbjcftions,  not  indeed  by  any  dire£l  and  formal 
difcuflion  of  them,  but  by  averting  the  generous 
motives  of  his  conduft,  together  with  the  bappy 
confequenCes  vsrhich  might  flow  from  it.  lie 
particularly  infifts,  that  the  reformation,  even  of 
the  moft  profligate  fmners,  fuch  as  the  publicans 
generally  were,  was  an  objeft  of  great  importance, 
not  only  to  the  happincfs  of  the  perfons  them- 
fclves,  but  to  the  glory  of  God,  and^  in  fomc 
fenfe,  conducive  to  the  felicity  of  the  blefled  a- 
bove  *;  that  the  profccution  of  tliis  benevolent 
defign  iVas  a  truly  divine  employment,  in  which 
he  co-opefatcd  with  his  heavenly  Father,  *  who 
*  hath  no  pleafurc  in  the  death  of  the  wicked,* 
but  fejoicts  in  their  recovery  and  happfnefs.  To 
jliuftrate  and  confirm  this  comfortable  truth,  is  the 
genuine  df  fign  of  thefe  three  par^ibles,  now  un* 
G  g  g  dcr 


0 


(   4^8  ) 


dcr  our  confidcratlon,  as  a  powerful  and  encou- 
raging motive  to  repentance,  in  order  to  promote 
the  falvation  of  their  immortal  fouls.  We  (hall 
therefore  confider  them  feparately  in  all  their 
circumftanccs,  as  leading  to  the  fame  important 
point  of  inftruftion. 

The  firft  thing  is  the  reprcfentation  of  the  un- 
happy ftate  of  every  man  before  his  converfion 
to  God  and  goodnefs,  and  while  he  remains  un- 
der the  dominion  of  fm, 

I  •  He  is  compared  to  a  loft  fheep,  which  ha? 
gone  aftray  from  the  fhecpfold,  and  from  under 
the  careful  eye  of  the  faithful  flicpherd.  This  is  a 
very  natural  image  of  the  cafe  before  us,  and 
frequently  ufed  by  the  facred  writers.    *  I  have 

*  gone  aftray/  fays  David,  «  like  a  loft  fliccp, 

*  feek  thy  fcrvant  More  hecdlefs  than  the 
ftraying  animal,  the  flave  of  vitious  lufts  breaks 
through  thofe  facred  inclofures,  where  '  God 

*  feeds  the  people  of  his  pafture,'  and  wanders, 
without  fear  or  reflcdion,  amidft  the  dangerous 
precipices  of  vice  and  folly,  in  hazard  every  mo- 
ment of  evcrlafting  perdition.  Like  a  loft  flicrp, 
he  has  neither  ability  nor  inclination  to  return  to 

the 
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the  «  great  Shepherd  and  Bifliop  of  fouls/  He 
is  cxpofcd  to  every  bead  of  prey,  that  is,  as  the 
figure  muft  fignify,  to  the  hoftile  r^ilaults  of  Sa- 
tan, that '  roaring  lion,  who  goes  about  fceking 
<  whom  he  may  devour,'  in  whofe  fnarcs  he  is 
unhappily  caught,  and  unable  to  extricate  him- 
felf.  Thus,  many,  through  mere  folly  and  inat- 
tention, are  led  at  firft  into  the  paths  of  vice,  and 
become  every  day  more  thoughtlcfs  and  prcfump- 
tuous  a$  they  advance,  and  go  on  blindfold  to 
deftruftibn.  The  habits  of  vice  grow  infenfibly 
more  and  more  inveterate,  and  almoft  inconquer- 
able.  Any  tranficnt  conviftions  and  good  re- 
folutions  which  ftart  up  during  the  fliort  inter- 
vals of  rcfltftion^  when  the  rage  of  appetite  fub^ 
fides  alter  indulgence,  become  *  like  the  morn- 
^  ing  cloud  and  early  dew  that  paflcth  away.- 
This  is  fignificantly  exprcffed  in  fcripture,  by 
^  their  hearts  being  hardened  through  the  deceit- 
*  fuUicfs  of  fin  and  to  this  ftate  of  extreme  cor- 
ruption a(id  depravity,  all  who  are  erflavcd  to 
iLufual  appetites  are  gradually  advancing,  in  pro- 
portion as  coafciencc  lofes  its  controlling  power 
9nd  influence  over  their  minds. 

Thua 
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Thus  far  the  fimiHtudc  m  the  parable  is  plain 
and  hitclligiblc,  and  fufEcicntly  warranted  frorq 
the  facred  fcripturcs.  Wc  mu(l  beware,  there- 
fore, of  ftrctching  it  any  farther,  by  fuppofmg  a 
r^fcmblancc  in  every  particular  circymftancc 
which  a,  licentious  imaginaition  may  fuggeft.  This 
is  an  abufe  of  fcripture-mctaphors,  which  deftroys 
their  beauty,  and  conveys  no  folid  inftrudtion  to 
the  hearers*  The  growing  inattention  and  ma- 
nifold hazards  which  accompany  a  vicious  and 
diffolute  coqrfc  of  life,  are  the  only  points  of  rc- 
fcmblance  plainly  intended  by  our  Sayiour,  when 
he  compares  jin  impenitent  finncr  ;o  a  loft  (beep. 
Wc  muft  not,  however,  infer  from  i^,  that  the 
want  of  confidcration  in  rational  and  intelligent 
creatures  is  as  free  from  gi|ilt,  as  the  hcedleffnefs 
pbfcrvable  in  that  fpecies  of  animals  from,  which 
the  (imilitude  is  taken.  It  is  natural  to  them  to 
be  void  of  fear,  and  never  to  fcp  danger  till  they 
feel  it.  But  very  different  is  the  cafe  of  thofc 
whom  our  Ss^viour  charafterife^  as  loft  flieep.  It 
is  by  confent  and  choice  that  they  go  aftray  from 
God,  and  wandcf  iri  the  dangerous  paths  of  Sn 
and  folly.  Reafon  and  confcicncc  uf\ial!y  make 
a  long  and  vigorous  refiftance  ;  and  it  is  only  by 
a  frequent  and  continued  mdulgence  oi  Anful 
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paffions  that  they  arrive  at  the  deplorable  ft  ate 
dcfcribcd  here.  This  fpiritual  blindnefs  and 
hardnefs  of  heart,  the  natural  effeft  of  bbftinatc 
jind  wilful  impenitence,  is  fo  far  from  leffening 
their  guilt,  that  it  greatly  aggravates  It,  and  is  in- 
deed a  ftriking  proof  of  their  extreme  corrup* 
tion  and  degeneracy ;  that  the  difeafc  has  infeft- 
ed  the  very  vitals  of  the  foul,  and  is  become  in- 
curable, unlefs  by  an  extraordinary  interpofition 
of  the  faving  power  s^nd  grace  of  God. 

2.  The  next  parable  of  the  loft  piece  of  filver, 
by  a  change  of  figure,  reprefents  the  fame  ob- 
je£k  in  a  fimilar,  yet  different  point  of  light.  Here 
the  primaeval  dignity  of  the  foul,  in  its  original 
ftate,  is  compared  to  a  piece  of  filver,  having  the 
image  of  the  great  Sovereign  of  the  univerfeftamp- 
cd  upon  it.  ^  God  made  man  upright,*  bearing  re- 
femblance  to  himfelf  in  his  intelleflual  and  moral 
attributes,  capable  pf  an  cndlefs  progrefs  to- 
wards pcrfeftion.  But  man,  being  left  to  the 
freedom  of  his  will,  and  in  the  hands  of  his  own 
counfcl,  degenerated  from  the  reditude  of  his 
nature,  fo  that  his  original  glory  is  departed 
from  him.  in  this  ftate  of  moral  corruption,  he 
is  compared,  in  the  parable  we  are  nbw  confider- 
ing,  to  a  piece  of  beautiful  coin^  for  a  time  loft 

in 
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in  the  duft  of  the  earth,  where  its  former  luftre 
is  mifc-rably  tarnifhed,  and  its  value  dimlnifbed* 
Such  is  the  fatal  influence  of  fenfual  paflions,  when 
they  lord  it  over  the  higher  and  nobler  powers 
of  the  foul,  to  deface  the  divine  image  after  which 
we  were  created :  •  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity 
^  againft  God;'  it  not.onlylofes gradually  all  rc- 
femblance  to  his  fpiritual  nature  and  excellencies, 
by  grovelling  in  the  pleafurcs  of  fin,  but  has  the 
image  or  mark  of  the  bead  (tamped  upon  it ;  A 
metamorphofis  more  (hocking  to  the  intcllc£lual 
eye,  than  all  thofe  corporeal  ones  feigned  and 
finely  painted  by  the  poets  of  antiquity,  to  the 
the  eye  of  fcnfe.  We  find  the  fame  fimilitudc  of 
deb^fcd  coin  ufcd  in  the  facred  fcripturcs  in  other 
places,  to  exprefs  the  corruption  and  degeneracy 
of  the  heaven-born  foul,  through  the  prevalence 
of  vicious  appetites  and  paffions.  •  How  is  (he 

*  gold  become  dim,'  fays  the  prophet,  ^  how  is  the 
<  moft  fine  gold  changed  ^  V  *  Thy  filver  is  be- 
«  come  drofs,  and  thy  wine  mixed  with  water  f  .* 

*  Reprobate  filver  (hall  men  call  them,  becaufe 

*  the  Lord  hath  rtjedcd  them  J.*  Lajlly^  As  a 
piece  of  coin  that  is  loll  in  the  duft  of  the  earth, 

is 
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Id  of  no  value  till  found  and  purified  ;  fo  the  human 
foul,  until  it  be  fanftificd  and  renewed  by  the  Spi- 
rit of  God,  is  loft  to  God  and  the  noble  purpofes 
of  its  being,  and  incapable  of  rclifliing  its  proper 
happinefs*  '  Except  a  man  be  born  again,** fays 
our  Saviour,  '  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of 
^God^/ 

3.  In  the  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  which 
follows,  the  fame  charadcr  is  delineated,  with  a 
greater  variety  of  intcrefting  circumftances.  An 
affedionate  father  is  reprcfented  as  having  two 
fons,  of  very  different  charafters  and  difpofitions  : 
The  elder,  of  a  grave  and  decent  deportment, 
free  from  the  vices  of  fenfuality,  but  of  a  morofc 
and  peevifli  temper,  full  of  pride  and  felf-conceit, 
and  extremely  partial  to  his  own  merit  and  virtue. 
The  younger,  who  is  the  principal  figure  in  the 
parable,  is  defcribed  as  licentious  and  unruly,  ad- 
difted  to  fcnfual  plcafures,  and  impatient  of  the 
order  and  difciplinc  of  his  father's  houfe.  He 
accordingly  forms  the  rcfolution  of  becoming  his 
own  mafter,  and  demands  his  portion  of  the  fa- 
mily.eftate,  to  which  he  thought  himfelf  entitled, 
and  was  willing  to  quit  all  claim  of  future  rever- 

fion. 
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fion.  Tbe  indulgent  fatber  was  pleafed  to  com^ 
ply  with  his  fon's  rcqueft,  however  foolifli  it  ap- 
peared,  and  to  leave  him  to  the  counfels  of  hii 
own  heart. 

The  parable  goes  on  to  inform  us,  that  this  in- 
fatuated youth,  full  of  the  deceitful  hope  of  un- 
reftrained  enjoyment,  and  flattering  himfelf  witli 
an  unbounded  freedom  in  the  indulgence  of  his 
licentious  paflions,  immediately  forfakes  his  fa- 
ther's houfcy  and  goes  into  a  far  country,  in  queft 
of  that  happinefs  he  was  fo  eager  to  enjoy.  But 
what  was  the  ilTue  of  fuch  a  rafh  and  imprudent 
refolution  ?  This  is  ftrikingly  rcprcfcnted  in  the 
14th,  15th,  and  16th  verfcs.  I  here  we  fee  that, 
inftead  of  liberty,  he  found  flavery,  the  moft  ab- 
jed  and  intolerable  ;  that,  in  place  of  happinefs, 
he  felt  pinching  want  and  poverty  ;  his  golden 
dream  of  pleafure  vaniflied,  and  fubftantial  mifcry 
fuccceded.    He  was  foon  reduced  to  the  fad  nc- 
ccflity  of  hiring  himfelf,  for  mere  fubfiftcncc,  fo 
a  tyrannical  mafter,  and  doomed  to  fpin  out  a 
wretched  life  in  the  mcaneft  drudgery,  and  with 
the  hardcft  fare.    At  length,  the  feeling  of  fuch 
complicated  diftrefs  opened  his  eyes,  and  infpircd 
him  with  the  happy  refolution  of  returning  to  his 
father's  houfe,  aiid  cafting  himfelf,  as  a  fmccrc 

penitent, 
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penitent,  upon  his  mercy  and  coinpaffion.  Sad 
experience  had  taught  him  the  vanity  of  all  his 
former  fchcmes  and  purfuits.  And  no  Icfs  de- 
ceitful will  every  one  of  a  like  difpofition  find 
the  picafures  of  fin.  They  pro.Tiife  much  enjoy- 
|i>ent  at  a  diflance,  but  ilTue  in  difappointment 
and  rcmorfe.  A  life  of  vice  is,  at  beft,  a  ftatc 
of  llavery  and  bondage,  and  as  fuch  is  always 
dcfcribcd  in  facrcd  fcripfUrc,  Wicked  men  arc 
called  *  the  fervants  of  fin,  and  a  people  laden 

*  with  iniquity.'  Beautiful  are  the  words  of  Zo- 
phar,  in  the  book  of  Job,  to  this  purpofe  ; 

Though  wickcdncfs^  be  fweet  in  his  mouth  ; 

*  though  'ac  hide  it  under  his  tongue  j  though  he 

*  fpare  it,  and  forfakc  it  not,  but  keep  it  {{ill  with- 

*  in  his  mouth  i  yet  his  meat  in  his  bowels  is 

*  turned,  it  is  the  gall  ot  ^fps  within  him/  Thus, 
the  *  wicked  wprkcth  a  decfjitful  work For  the 
Eippiembrance  of  criminal  pleafures  Ilingeth  like 
9n  adder,  and  preys  on  the  very  vitals  of  the  foul. 

The  charader  of  tlie  prodigal  delineated  in  this 
parable,  is  very  frequent  in  the  world,  and  drawn 
from  rcaHife  and  manners.    '1  he  pernicious  in- 
ftuencc.  of  youthful  pa{rionj5  to.  lead  men  aftray 
H*h  h  from 

^  Iqh  XX.  13.-1,% 
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from  the  path  of  duty  and  happ'mcfs,  when  un: 
rcftrained  by  reafon  and  CQnfcicnce,i8  here  reprci 
fenied  in  the  moft  interefting  manner.    In  that 
early  period,  thofe  habits  qf  virtue  or  vice  are 
ufually  CQntrafted,  which  form  and  mark  the 
charaSer  of  pcrfons  for  life.  The  tide  pf  fenfual 
paeons  runs  high,  and  threatens  to  bear  down 
all  oppofition ;  the  rage  of  appetite  is  increafcd  by 
'indulgence  j  the  reftraints  of  reafon  and  religion 
become  every  day  more  feeble,  till  at  laft  the  do- 
minion of  fin  prevails  over  the  whole  man,  and 
his  only  ftudy  is  «  to  make  provifion  for  the  flefh, 
^  to  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof/  In  fliort,  the  love  oi 
pleafurc  is  the  fatal  rock  on  which  the  young 
and  thoughtlef3  are  apt  to  make  ftiipwreck  pf  their 
fouls ;  it  is  the  great  fpurce  of  thofe  vices  and 
corruptions  that  abound  in  the  \vorld.  Alas !  what 
numbejrs  of  fpolifh  prodigals  may  we  obferve 
afling  the  fame  part,  and  reducing  themfelves 
almoft  to  the  fame  mifery  here  defcribcd,  wafting 
the  portion  of  good  things  they  have  received 
from  God  in  riot  and  licentioufnefs.   Happy  they 
who,  from  a  fcnfe  of.  danger  and  diflrefs,  are  at 
length,  like  this  thoughtlcfs  youth,  penetrated 
with  fliame  and  remorfc,  convinced  of  their  folly 
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&nd  guilty  and,  with  him,  refolve  to  return  to  God 
and  the  pradice  of  virtue. 

The  fecond  thing  reprefented  in  the  parable, 
is  the  folicitude  and  tender  concern  of  our  hea- 
venly father,  to  reclaim  (inners  from  their  vicious 
courfes,  and  favc  them  from  everlafting  perdi- 
tion, 

1//,  He  is  compared  to  a  faithful  (hepherd,  ever 
watchful  for  the  fafety  of  his  flock.  When  one 
of  them  ftrays  from  the  foidj  he  goes  in  queft  of 
the  thoughtlefs  wanderer  ;  and  having  found  it, 
he  endeavours  to  reduce  it  with  his  friendly 
crook,  and  to  replace  it  among  the  reft  of  the 
flock.  All  this  is  beautifully  reprefented  in  the 
5th  and  6th  vcrfes.  This  is  a  metaphor  frequently 
ufed  in  fcripturfe,  to  exprcfs  the  tender  pity  and 
concern  of  the  Father  of  mercies  for  impenitent 
linners  :    *  The  Lord  is  my  fliephcrd,  I  ftiall 

*  not  wanti  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  grtren 

*  paftures  5  he  Icadeth  me  befide  the  ftill  waters. 

*  He  reftorcth  my  foul :   He  leadcth  me  in  the 

*  paths  of  rightcoufriefs  for  his  name's  fake  ^/ 

*  He  fliall  feed  his  flock  like  a  Ihcpherd/  faith 
Ifaiah,  '  he  (hall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm, 

'  and 


•  PfaL  xxiii.  i.  2.  j. 
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«  and  carry  them  in  his  bofom,  and  (hall  gently  lead 

*  thofe  that  arc  with  young  Agreeably  to  which 
prediftion,  our  Saviour  is  called  *  the  good 

*  fliepherd,  who  giveth  his  life  for  the  flock  \ 
and  fays  of  himfclf,  that  he  is  comp  *  to  fcek  and 

*  to  fave  that  which  is  loft  |/  The  fame  comfort- 
able truth  is  taught  in  the  fecond  parable  by  t&e 
folicitous  concern  and  continued  diligence  of  the 
woman  who  carefully  fought  and  recovered  the 
piece  of  filver  coin  which  was  loft.  The  two 
cafes  fuppoted  are  quite  fimilar,  and  defigned  to 
enforce  the  fame  important  iaftrudion,  namely, 
that  God  is  not  only  willing,  bi^t  affectionately  de* 
firous  <  that  all  men  fhouldbefaved,'and  come  to 

*  the  knowledge  of  the  truth/  He  is  reprcfcnt- 
cd  as  fo  deeply  interefted  in  the  recovery  even  of 
one  Ibul  that  is  ready  to  perifh,  as  for  a  time 
fecmingly  to  negleft  the  care  of  thofe  who  arfc  in 
no  fuch  hazard  ;  in  a  word,  as  exerting  his  ut- 
moft  diligence  to*  prevent  it,  as  if  he  had  no  other 
objed  of  attention  ;  nay,  rejoicing  in  the  fucccfe 
of  his  labours,  as  if  fome  real  acceiTion  of  honour 
and  felicity  did  accrue  to  himfclf  from  it.  All 
this  is  fpokcn  of  God  *  after  the  manner  of  men/ 

and 
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and  according  to  the  ufual  operation  of  human 
poffions ;  but  is  not  to  be  undcrftood  in  the  ftria 
and  literal  fcnfc  of  the  words.  By  this  variety 
of  rcprefentation,  the  fame  important  truth  is  not 
only  conveyed  in  a  more  acceptable  manner  to 
men  of  di&rent  capacities,  but  is  niore  deeply 
fixed  in  their  minds.  The  fame  thing  is  con- 
firmed by  many  exprcfe  declarations  aud  promi- 
fes  in  holy  fcripture.  «  As  I  live',  faith  the  Lord 
God,  *  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  the 

*  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way 

*  and  live  :  Turn  yc,  turn  ye,  from  your  evil 

*  ways  ;  for  why  will  ye  die,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael  *  ?' 

*  Let  the  wicked  fprfake  his  way,  and  the  un- 

*  righteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return 

*  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon 

*  him  }  and  to  our  God,  for  ho  will  abundantly 

*  pardon  f.* 

^dfy.  The  fame  comfortable  truth  is  pointed 
out  in  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  fon.  The  fimi- . 
lltude  purfued  through  the  whoie  oi  it,  is  ftill 
more  ftriking  and  natural,  anipunting  to  an  al- 
moft  literal  dtfcripti..n ;  allowance  being  made 
for  ihofe  adventitious  circumflanccs,  which  arc 
added  merely  for  heightening  the  colouring,  and 

placing 

•  Ezek.  xxxiii;  1 1.  f  Ifaiah  h.  7. 
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placing  the  objedis  in  the  flrongefl;  point  of  vicw^ 
The  benevolent  Father  of  mankind  is  here  re- 
prefented  as  feeling  all  the  bowels  of  a  tender- 
hearted parent,  rejoicing  in  the  une^{^&ed  re- 
turn of  an  undutiful  fon,from  a  life  of  licentiouf- 
nefs  and  diilipation,  which  had  reduced  him  to 
extreme  want  and  mifery.  On  leaving  his  father's 
houfe,  in  order  to  give  full  fcope  to  his  vicious 
paffions,  this  indulgent  parent  did  not  inftantly 
pafs  a  fentence  of  exclufion  againft  him,  though 
his  difobedience  juftly  deferved  it :  On  the  con- 
trary, he  waited  long,  and  gave  him  time  to  re- 
pent of  his  fooliih  and  criminal  condud. 

The  firft  news  of  the  prodigal's  returning  fil- 
led him  with  an  ecftacy  of  joy ;  for,  *  while  he  was 

*  yet  a  great  way  off,  his  father  faw  him,  and  had 
^  compaffion,  and  ran  and  fell  dn  his  neck  and 

*  kifled  him  Inftead  of  fcvere  reproaches  for 
his  profligate  behaviour,  he  gives  him  the  mod 
aflFeftionate  welcome  :  He  celebrates  his  return 
to  his  houfe  and  family  with  all  the  pomp  and 
fplendor  which  fuited  his  affluence,  amidft  the 
joyful  congratulations  of  his  numerous  friends  af- 
fcmblcd  on  this  happy  occafion.  No  fccnc  can 
be  imagined  more  affefting,  in  which  the  fen- 
der palTions  are  exhibited  in  the  moft  ftriking 

view, 
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View,  and  the  feelings  of  nature  in  the  [brcaft  of 
a  parent  marked  with  the  fineft  ftrokcs  of  ge- 
nuine expreliion !  What  perfon  is  fo  devoid  of 
fenfibllity,  as  not  to  enter  into  the  complicated 
feelings  of  this  affedionate  father  ?  or  what  heart 
fo  impenetrable  as  not  to  participate  of  his  joy,  and 
find  ^imfelf  warmed,  in  fome  degree,  with  the 
fame  generous  fentiments?  who  could  have  re- 
frained from  joining  in  the  congratulations  of 
fym'patbifirig  friends,  and  that  innocent  feftivity 
which,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  was  highly  proper  . 
find  becoming  ? 

But  the  next  branch  of  the  parable  exhibits 
to  us  a  charaSer  very  diflFcrent,  when  contraftcd' 
with  the  former:  Anew  fcene  is  introduced, 
and  the  peevilh'and  fretful  behaviour  of  the  eldeft 
fon  comes  in  by  way  of  epifode,  and  ferves  to 
heighten  the  whole  dcfcription.  That  our  Savi- 
our, in  drawing  this  charafter,  had  an  eye  to  the 
difpoCtion  of  the  Pharifecs,  fo  envious  and  fclf- 
conceited,  feems  more  than  probable,  not  only 
from  the  ftr»king  refemblance  it  bore  to  them, 
but  from  the  evident  dcfign  tuf  the  parable  itfelf. 
The  elder  Ton,  as  before  obferved,  is  reprcfented 
as  free  from  fepfual  vices,  of  a  grave  and  decent 
deportment,  and  in  many  refpefts  very  obfer^ 

'  vant 
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vant  of  his  father's  will  and  commands.  Such 
the  true  charader  of  the  Pharifees,  and  fuch 
the  nature  of  their  rchgious  obedience.   In  thi| 
fort  of  negative  virtue  they  placed  a  great  de^ 
of  merit :  But,  while  they  (tudied  to  preferve  a 
fair  outfide  in  the  fight  of  men,  they  were  ad* 
&&ed  to  vices  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  no  lefs  hate* 
ful  in  the  fight  of  God  than  the  other.  Thqf 
were  at  bottom  a  proud  and  peevifh  fet  of  men, 
full  of  envy  and  malice^  who,  under  a  fpeciouft 
form  of  godlinefs,  indulged  thpfe  unhallowed 
pailions,  nay,  feemed  to  confider  them  js^  the 
moft  diftinguiihed  and  important  virtues.  In 
Ihort,  their  religion  was  without  piety ;  thei^ 
beneficence  void  of  charity  ;  thcir,aflc£lcd  aufte* 
rity  jof  manners  was  ^  mere  cover  to  their  hypo- 
crify,  or,  at  bcft,  an  exchange  of  fordid  pleafure 
for  fubftantial  gain.    Under  the  appearance  of 
ftri£k  mortification  and  fervent  devotion,  they 
carried  on,  with  greater  advantage,  the  bafcft 
fchemes  of  injuftice  apd  fraud*    Here  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  our  Saviour  in  ^is  parable,  inftead 
of  pointing  out  the  manifeft  defeds  of  the  Pharl- 
faical  righteoufnefs,  as  of  no  more  account,  or  ra- 
ther more  criminal  in  the  fight  of  God  than  the 
avowed  iicentioufnefs  of  the  Publicans  j  be  takes 
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a  different  method,  and  with  great  propriety  ill* 
fifts;  that,  even  admitting  the  truth  of  their  pre- 
tenfions  to  diftinguiflicd  merit,  from  this  partial  o^- 
bcdience,  they  could  have  no  reafon  to  beoflfended 
with  his  benevolent  endeavours  to  reform  fmner^ 
of  the  mod  pofl  gatc  character ;  that  there  was,  in 
reality,  no  competition  or  interference  of  intereftjs 
m  the  cafe  ;  bccaufe  God,  the  Father  of  all,  wa? 
able  to  reward  both  of  them  in  the  moft  bounti- 
ful manner ;  not  only  thofe  who,  l^ke  the  elder 
fon,  have,  never  deviated  from  their  duty  inrp  li- 
centious courfcs,  but  fuch  alfo  as,  like  the  pro- 
digal, have  forfaken  their  cvii  ways,  and  returned 
to  the  fcrvice  of  God.  In  fhort,  that,  though 
their  claim  to  the  charaftcr  ot  *  juft  pcrfons^ 
*  which  need  no  repentance/  were  ever  fo  wcU 
foqnded,  inftcad  of  mourning  at  the  cordial  re* 
ccptipn  of  the  truly  penitent  by  the  Father  of  ^ 
mercies,  they  ought  rather  to  rejoice  in  their  xc^ 
covcry  ;  becaufe,  every  fuch  event  is  celebrated^ 
through  all  the  regions  of  blifs,  with  the  moft  bcne- 
.  volent  joy  and  triumph.  In  thif  manner  he  rea- 
fons  with  them  in  fomc  former  parables,  and  par- 
ticularly that  of  the  Murmuring  Labpurers.  But, 
to  go  on  with  the  parable.  Thecharafter  of  the 
cl4f  r  Jjrpther  is  Supported  throughout  ivith  the 
I  i  i  moft 
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moft  pcrfcfl:  confiftency.  Every  circumftanccof 
his  behaviour,  every  thing  he  fays  or  does,  gra- 
dually unfolds?  it,  and  indicates  the  prcv^ling  fen- 
timents  and  dil'pofitions  of  his  mind.  How  docs 
he  boaft  of  his  fuperior  merit,  in  not  having 
^  run  into  the  fame  exccfs  of  riot  ?*  How  ungc- 
neroufly  does  he  aggravate  the  guilt  of  his  bro- 
ther's mifconduft  ?  He  not  only  grudges  the  en- 
tertainment given  on  this  joyful  occafion,  as  fu- 
perfluous  in  itfelf,  but  as  difrefpedful  to  him 
who  had  never  o{Fended.  He  rcfufcs  to  join  in 
the  innocent  mirth  of  his  friends,  or  even  to  en- 
ter the  place  where  they  were  affemblcd  for  that 
purpofe.  All  which  is  beautifully  reprcfented  in 
the, 25th,  26th,  and  28th  verfes.  The  parable 
goes  on  to  inform  us,  that  this  indulgent  parent, 
equally  intcrcftcd  in  the  welfare  of  both  his  chil- 
dren, leaves  the  company,  intreats  him,  in  the 
moft  coijdefcending  manner,  to  lay  afide  his 
pecviflmefs  and  difcontent,  and  to  join  in  their 
feftivity  on  his  brother's  account.  But>  inftead 
of  complying,  he  renews  his  groundkfs  com- 
plaints, with  an  air  of  infolencc  and  pride,  and 
even  proceeds  to  charge  his  father,  in  direft  terms, 
with  injufticc  and  partiality  in  his  behaviour 
towards  him.   t  And  he  anfwcring,  faid  to  his 

*  father^ 
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^  father,  Lo,  thefc  many  years  do  I  fervc  thcc^ 
<  neither  tranfgrcffcd  I  at  any  time  thy  com$nand- 

*  mcnt,  and  yet  thou  never  gaveft  me  a  kid  that 
'  *  I  might  make  merry  with  my  friends.  But,  a|B. 

*  foon  as  this  thy  fon  was  come,  which  hath  de- 
^  voured  thy  living  with  harlots,  thou  haft  killed 

*  for  him  the  fatted  calf  His  father  calmly 
hears  all  his  falfe  and  frivolous  objeftions,  and, 
inftead  of  that  fcvere  rebuke,  which  his  petu- 
lant behaviour  deferved,  or  infifting  on  immedi- 
ate obedience  to  his  orders,  he  fatisfies  himfelf 
with  declaring,  in  the  ftrongcft  terms,  his  unfeign- 
ed regard  and  affeQion  for  him.    *  And  he  faid 

*  unto  him,  Son,  thou  art  ever  with  me,  and  all 

*  that  I  have  is  thine :  It  was  meet  that  we 
. '  jfiiould  make  merry  and  be  glad,  for  this  thy 

^  brother  was  dead  and  i^  alive  again  ;  and  was 
^  loft,  and  is  found  f How  beautifully  is  the 
authority  of  a  parent  blended  with  kindnefs  and 
condefcenfion,  in  this  reply  ?  The  fuperior  claim 
of  his  cider  fon  to  favour,  on  account  of  his  for- 
mer behaviour,  is  admitted  ;  yet,  at  the  fame  lime, 
an  appeal  is  made,  very  emphatically,  to  the  feelr 
ings  of  his  own  heart,  if  the  part  he  now  a£led 

in 
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in  repining  at  the  happy  occafion  of  their  nrnh 
and  gladnefs,  was  not  unrcafonablc  and  unnatu- 
ral. For  what  greater  caufc  of  joy  could  be  fup- 
pofrd,  than  the  return  of  an  undutiful  fon  to  his 
father's  houfe  and  government,  in  the  true  fpirit 
of  a  humble  pen!tent  ?  This  unexpcSed,  and 
moll  dcfircabie  event,  ought  rather  to  fill  htm 
with  the  higheii  joy  and  fatisfaftion,  than  excite 
the  Icaft  degree  of  jealoufy  or  envy  in  hisbreaft. 
Aconduft  more  becoming  an  affeftionate  bro- 
ther, and  which  he  mufl:  have  followed,  if  he 
had  hearkened  either  to  the  voice  of  nature, 
the  dlftates  of  reafon,  or  the  precepts  of  religi- 
on. 

This  naturally  leads  us  to  confider  the  religi- 
ous inftruftion  defigned  to  be  inculcated  in  thefc 
three  parables,  viz.  That  the  repentance  of  fin- 
ners  \%  matter  of  the  highefl  joy  and  fatisfaSioa 
to  the  blcfTed  in  heaven.  '  fhis  is  twice  affcrted, 
though  with  fome  difference  oi'  f  xprcHion  :  *I 

*  fay  unto  you.  That  likewife  joy  fhall  be  in  bea- 

*  ven  over  one  finner  that  repenteth,*more  than 

*  over  ninety  and  nine  jufi:  perfons  that  need  no 

*  repentance"^.*    And  again,  verfe  loth,  '  Likc- 

•  wife 


•  Vcrfc  7. 
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*  TVifc  I  fay  unto  you,  There  is  joy  in  the  pre- 
« fence  of  the  angels  of  God  over  on  finner 
f  that  repenteth/    We  are  not,  however,  to 
un4crftand  thefe,  or  fuch  like  exprcffions  in 
facrcd  fcripcure,  as  meaning  that  repentance 
is  preferable  to  innocence  ;  even  in  that  limited 
fetife,  it  is  to  be  underftood  in  the  parable  before 
us,  when  applied  to  the  regular  conduS  of  the 
elder  fon,  compared  with  the  licentious  behavi- 
our of  the  younger.    Such  an  affcrtion  would 
not  be  confiftent,  cither  with  thejufticc  or  holi- 
ncfs  of  God,  or  with  the  nature  and  reafon  of 
things.    It  muft  therefore  be  taken  in  a  qualified 
fcnfe,  like  other  figurative  and  proverbial  fay- 
ings,  our  Saviour  plainly  alluding  to  the  common 
experience  of  mankind,  and  the  ufual  operation  of 
human  paffions.  There  is  nothing  more  frequent 
or  more  natural,  than  to  find  ourfelves  exceeding- 
ly moved  and  affedled  when  we  obtain  what  wc 
did  not  hope  for,  and  recover  the  poffeffipn  of 
what  we  confidered  as  loft  or  defperate.  Our 
joy,  on  fuch  occafions,  rifes  into  a  kind  of  tranf- 
port,  and  often  far  exceeds  the  intripfic  value 
^and  importance  of  the  objc£l  itfelf.   In  order, 
therefore,  to  heighten  our  idea  of  the  unfeigned 
delight  and  fatisfadtion  of  God,  in  the  convcrfioa 
of  finners,  he  is  rcprefentcd  <  after  the  manner 
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^  of  men/  as  feeling  a  more  fcnfible  and  cxquifitc 
plcafurc  in  the  repentance  or  ^  one  finncr/  than 
in  the  continued  and  uniform  obedience  of 
♦ninety  and 'nine'  comparatively  righteous  per- 
Ions,  who,  having  never  gone  aftray  into  fucb 
licentious  courfes,  are  not  in  the  fame  hazard 
of  everlafting  perdition  •  As  we  have  a  higher 
relilh  of  health  after  fickncfs,  and  of  life  after  a 
narrow  cfcapc  from  death  ;  fo,  in  like  manner, 
we  eftimatc  the  value  and  importance  of  exter* 
nal  objcfts,  with  which  our  intereft  is  any  how 
conneded,  by  circumftances  no  lefs  cafual  and 
unexpefted.  Therefore,  though  innocence  and 
pcrfevjering  obedience  be  more  valuable  in  it- 
fclf,  and  more  acceptable  to  God  ;  yet  repent- 
ance, after  a  long  and  great  deviation  from  the 
path  of  duty,is  often  more  aflfcding,  and  excites, 
for  a  feafon,  more  paflionatc  feelings. 

Let  us  next  inquire,  in  what  fcnfe  it  is  that 
all,  heaven  is  faid  to  rejoice  with  fuch  peculiar  fa^ 
tisfaftion  in  the  repentance  even  of  one  (inner, 
who  forfaketh  the  error  of  his  ways,  and  retum- 
Cth  to  God  and  his  duty.  And, 

ly?,  This  joy  in  heaven,  on  fuch  an  bccafion, 
muft  refer  to  God  himfelf,  the  great  Father  of  all, 
in  a  fenfc  confiilcnt  with  the  abfolutc  perfeSion 

of 
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of  his  nature,  and  the  uninterrupted  felicity  he 
enjoys.  It  is  ufual  in  holy  fcripture,  by  way  of 
accommodation  to  our  capacities,  to  afcribetothc 
Supreme  Being,  not  only  the  paffions  and  aflfec- 
tions  t>f  the  human  foul,  but  likcwife  the  members 
and  organs  of  the  body.  But  neither  the  one 
allufion,  nor  the  other,  is  to  be  underftood  lite- 
plly.  In  ftria  propriety  of  language,  he  is  equal- 
ly incapable  of  being  aflFeded  with  joy  or  grief, 
confidered  as  fudden  emotions  of  animal  naturQ 
excited  by  external  objeds,  through  the  medium 
of  our  fenfes.  The  fpiritual  nature  Of  God  is  un- 
fufceptiblc  of  any  fuch  violent  and  occafional  im- 
prcffions;  and  his  perfeft  felicity  admits  of  no  in- 
creafc  or  interruption  whatever. 

The  whole  circumftances  of  the  three  parables 
fcrvc  to  enforce,  in  a  figurative  manner,  this  ge- 
neral fentimcnt,  which  is  frequently  exprefTed 
in  plain  terms,  viz.  *  That  God .  hath  no  plea- 
^  fure  in  the  death  of  finncrs,  but  .that,  they 

*  fliould  return  and  live  :  That  he  is  long-fuf- 

*  fcring  '  towards  them,  not  willing  that  any 
«  fliould  pcrifli ;  but  that  all  fliould  come  to 
^  repentance.*  We  are  here  inftrufted,  that 
the  Father  of  mercies  hath  a  real  complacency 
'  and  fatisfafkion  in  flicwing  mercy  to  the  truly 

penitent; 
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penitent ;  alGfting  them  by  his  grace,  and  con- 
ducing them  fafely  to  thofc  cverlafting  manfions 
of  glory  and  felicity  which  he  hath  prepared  for 
fhcm  in  his  heavenly  kingdom. 

2i//y,  This  joy  In  heaven  muft  be  confidercd  as 
having  alfo  a  particular  reference  to  the  bleiled 
Jrfus,  our  benevolent  Saviour  and  intercefTor  at 
the  right  hand  of  God.  Though  he  is  now  ex- 
alted to  the  throne  of  the  Moft  High,  and  receives 
the  homage  of  angels  and  archangels  ;  yet  he  ftill 
retains  the  human  nature,  and  is  *  not  afhamed  to 

*  call  us  brethren.'  He  bears  an  unfeigned  good- 
will towards  mankind,  and  is  deeply  intereftcd 
in  every  event  conducive  to  their  happinefs.  Wc 
cannot  doubt,  therefore,  that  the  converfion  of 
iinncrs  yields  a  fmccre  joy  and  delight  to  his  be- 
nevolent fptrit ;  efpccially  when  wc  refleft,  that 
this  important  event  is  conneded  with  his  origi- 
nal undertaking,  and  neceffary  to  the  completion 
of  it.    *  Is  he  not  exalted  as  a  Prince  and  Saviour, 

*  ta  give  repentance  and  rcmifUon  of  fins  ?'  Is 
not  *  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  given  unto 

*  him,*  for  this  very  purpofe,  that  he  might 
fave  our  fouls  from  death  ?  Muft  he  not  therefore 
rejoice  to  fee  the  boundaries  of  his  fpiritual  king- 
dom exteiided,  the  number  of  his  faithful  fub- 

jcfts 
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je&s  Increafed,  and  new  trophies  creded  to  the 
praifc  and  glory  of  his  grace  ?  The  converfion, 
c?cn  of  one  (inner  that  rcpcntcth,  is  a  new  gem 
added  to* his  cclcftial  crown:  And  will  not  his 
joy,  then,  be  full,  when  «  all  the  children  of  God 
'  that  ar^  now  fcattcred  abroad,  fliall  be  gathered 
'  together/  and  brought  home  in  fafety  to  their 
Fathci's  houfe  ?  *  Then  cometh  the  end,*  faith  the 
apoftle,  *  when  he  fhall  have  delivered  up  the 
'  kingdom  to  his  Father  ;  that  God  may  be  all  in 
'  all  V 

3(//y,  This  joy  in  heaven  hath  likcwife  a  fpecial 
rcfpeft  to  the  angels,  who  arc  the  immediate  mi- 
nifters  of  the  divine  pre  fence,  as  we  find  cxprefs- 
ly  aflcrtcd  in  the  loth  ycrfc :  *  There  is  joy  in 

*  the  prcfence  of  the  angels  of  God  over  one  fin- 

•  ner  that  repcntcth/  With  regard  to  thefe  be- 
nevolent fpirits,  the  words  may  be  undcrftood  in 
a  more  literal  fenfe,  as  fignifying  a  ftrong  and 
paffionate  fenfation  of  joy,  and  an  acccffion  of  fe- 
licity on  every  fuch  dcfirable  event.  Thefe  words- 
import,  that  thofc  heavenly  mt-fTengers  have  ac- 
ccfs  to  know  what  is  tranfaftcd  on  earth,  and 
are  not  a  little  intcrefted  in  the  concerns  of  man- 

K  k  k  kind  J 
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kind ;  for,  how  could  they  be  fuppofcd  to  re- 
joice, if  they  were  ignorant  of,  or  indifferent  a-  ^ 
bout  the  events  of  human  life  ?  It  is  a  joy  highly 
fuitable  to  their  nature,  and  becoming  their  office 

•  as  miniftering  fpirits,  fcnt  forth  to  minifter  for 

*  them  who  (hall  be  heirs  of  falvation/  This  is 
figuratively  reprcfented  in  the  different  parables, 
by  the  invitation  to  the  friends  and  neighbours  to 
rejoice  in  the  recovery  of  the  loft  fliecp,  the  loft 
piece  of  money,  and  the  return  of  the  prodigal 
fon  to  his  father's  houfe,  with  the  feftivity  induN 
ged  on  that  occafion.  With  what  ecftacy  did  the 
heavenly  hoft  congratulate  the  Saviour's  coming 
into  the  world  for  the  redemption  of  mankind, 
when  they  fung,  in  ftrains  of  celeftial  melody, 

•  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft  ;  on  earth  peace, 

*  and  good-will  towards  men  And  will  not 
heaven  rcfound  with  like  felicitations,  when  one 
is  added  to  the  number  of ,  the  juft  to  participate 
in  their  glory  and  felicity  for  ever  ? 

^thfy^  Further,  can  we  poffibly  doubt,  that 
the  *  Ipirits  of  juft  men  made  perfcd,'  will 
heartily  join  in  this  univerfal  rejoicing,  when  a 
fmner  returneth  to  God,  and  is  reftored  to  the 

hope 


*  Luke  ii.  14. 


(   443  ) 


hope  of  glory,  honour,  and  innmortality,  with 
them  in  his  heavenly  kingdom  ?  The  moft  per- 
fed  benevolence  unites  that  bleflcd  fociety  to- 
gether, and  deeply  interefts  them  in  the  happi- 
nefs  of  their  friends  and  brethren  on  earth, 
^  who  are  fellow-heirs,  and  of  the  fame  body, 
*  and  partakers  of  his  promife  in  Chrift,  by  the 
^  gofpel.*  How  muft  they  rejoice  in  obferving 
their  gradual  progrefs,  and  fteady  perfevcrance 
in  a  courfe  of  piety  and  univerfal  holincfs !  With 
what  fublime  joy  and  tranfport  will  they  congra- 
tulate their  fafe  arrival  in  that  haven  of  cveriaft- 
ing  reft,  *  which  remaineth  for  the  people  of 
^God!' 

We  fliall  conclude  with  two  general  reflexions 
from  thefc  three  par?ibles. 

1 .  The  reprefentation  here  given  of  that  uni- 
verfal joy  in  heaven,  occafioned  by  the  repentance 
and  amendment  of  flnners,  is  a  powerful  motive 
and  encouragement  to  engage  them  to  forfakc 
their  fins  and  return  to  God.  We  are  not  now 
left  in  the  dark  with  regard  to  the  cflicacy  of  fyi- 
(:erc  repentance,  to  obtain  forgivenefs  from  God^  ' 
feeing  *  he  hath  fet  forth  his  Son  as  a  propitiation  ji 
^through  faith  in  bis  blood     and  exalted  him 

*  *i 
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^  at  a  Prince  and  a  Saviouri  to  give  repentance 

*  and  remiflion  of  fins  Here  is  a  ground  of 
hope  which  is  (ure  and  fteadfaft,  fuiEcient  to  bt* 
nilh  every  remaining  doubt  and  jcaloufy  from  our 
thoughts;  becaufe,  the  gofpel  not  only  contait^s 
an  explicit  promife  of  pardon  to  the  truly  peni- 
tent^  but  condefcends  to  fatisfy  us  to  the  par- 
ticular grounds  and  reafons  oi  this  merciful  dif-* 
penfation.  We  are  not  only  affured,  from  the 
plain  defign  and  import  of  thcfe  fcveral  parables, 
that  God  is  willing  to  reftore  them  to  favour,  but 
that  he  rcjoiceth  in  their  recovery,  as  if  a  real 
acceffion  to  his  glory  and  felicity  rcfultcd  from 
that  event. 

2.  The, fame  confideration  fliould  engage  us  to 
promote,  as  far  as  we  have  power,  the  falvation 
of  others.  Is  any  a£t  of  friendfliip  or  brotherly 
love  of  fuch  importance  as  that  which  concerns  and 
has  a  tendency  to  promote  their  fpiritual  and 
everlafting  happinefs  ?  *  He,'  fays  James,  •  which 

*  convertcth  the  finner  from  the  error  of  his  way, 
<  (hall  fave  a  foul  from  death,  and  (hall  hide  a 
^  multitude  of  fins  f  .* 

To 
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To  conclude^  can  any  motive  more  noble  and 
generous  be  fuggefted,  than  the  afTurance  we  have 
from  the  mouth  of  our  Saviour  himfelf,  that,  by 
aAing  fuch  a  benevolent  part  towards  our  bre- 
thren, we  fliall,  in  a  certain  degree,  contribute  to 
the  joy  and  felicity  of  the  blcffed  above  ?  When 
St  Paul  is  Warmly  exhortii^  the  Pbilippians  to 
peace  and  unity,  and  other  Cbriftian  virtues,  he 
addreffes  them  from  this  motive,  •  Fulfil  ye  my 

*  joy  But  here  our  Saviour  carries  the  argu- 
ment to  a  much  greater  length,  when  he  allures 
us,  that,  by  promoting  the  repentance  and  con- 
verfion  of  a  fmher,  we  ihall  fulfil  the  joy  of  the 
blcffed  God  and  Father  of  all,  of  Jefus  the  Me- 
diator of  the  new  covenant,  of  an  innumerable 
company  of  angels,  and  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfcft.  In  a  word,  we  fliall  fulfil  alfo  our 
own  joy  and  felicity :  *  For  they  that  turn  many 

*  to  rightcoufncfe,  fliall  fliine  as  the  brightnefs  of 
«  the  firmament,  and  as  the  ftars  forever  and  e- 
^verf/ 

THE 
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THE 


PARABLE  OF  THE  UNJUST  JUDGE  and 
THE  IMPORTUNATE  WIDOW*. 

nriHIS  parable  has  its  moral  prefixed  to  it,  and 


X  is  plainly  conneded  with  the  fubjed  of 
difcourfe  from  the  20th  verfe  of  the  foregoing 
chapter  to  the  end ;  fo  that  it  may  be  juftly  con- 
fidered  as  a  farther  illuftration  or  inforcement  of 
it.  It  is  to  be  obfervedi  that,  as  the  appointed 
time  of  our  Saviour's  laft  fufferings  drew  nigh, 
he  fpoke  with  greater  clearneis  and  certainty,  and 
with  Icfe  rcfcrve,  of  the  dcftrudion  of  the  city  and 
temple  of  Jcrufalem,  which  fliould  be  accompa* 
nied  with  the  moft  dreadful  calamities  to  the 
whole  nation.  To  this  awful  event,  feveral  of 
the  parables  already  confidered  refer,  being  in- 


tended^ 
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tended  to  warn  them  to  fly  from  *  that  wrath  to 
'  come,*  by  a  timely  and  unfeigned  repentance. 
The  parable  before  us  is  addrcfled  particularly 
to  his  own  difciplcs,  with  a  view  to  comfort  them 
under  the  profpoft  of  thefc  public  and  tremen- 
dous judgments.  He  afliires  them  that  they  ihould 
not  be  involved  in  this  fatal  deftruftion  of  the  e- 
nemies  of  his  kingdom,  if  they  hearkened  to  his 
counfel }  for  that  the.  hand  of  God  would  be  no 
lefe  fignally  manifcfted  in  their  prefervation  than 
in  the  punilhment  of  their  unbelieving  brethren. 
For  this  purpofe,  he  exprefsly  enjoins  them  to 
fly  from  that  devoted  city,  fo  foon  as  the  firft 
figns  of  thefc  tremendous  judgments  fliould  ap- 
pear, which  figns  he  particularly  defcribes.  He 
cautions  them  againft  looking  back  with  regretc' 
to  their  former  habitations,  as  Lot's  wife  did  on 
a  fimilar  occafion,  left  they  Ihould  cxpofe  thcm- 
fclves  to  fome  fimilar  puniflimcnt  j  he  forewarns 
them  that  flight  would  be  their  only  fafety,  and 
that,  if  they  fought  to  preferve  their  lives  by  any 
other  means,  they  would  certainly  pcrilh  in  the 
common  calamity ;  whereas,  by  trufting  to  his 
protcdion,  and  venturing  on  the  fame  bottom 
with  their  brethren  in  more  diftant  parts  of  the 
country,  they  Ihould  be  fccure  from  all  danger. 

This 
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This  promife  was  Ikeralty  falfiHed,  and  made 
good  to  them  ;  for,  wc  arc  informed  by  authen- 
tic hiftory,  that  the  followers  of  Chrlft,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  premonition  here  given,  retired 
in  a  body  from  the  city  before  the  flege  was  be- 
gun, and  fied  to  Pella  and  other  diftaht  places. 
Meantime,  he  exhorts  them  to  maintain  a  con- 
ftant  and  fervent  intercourfe  with  God,  in  the 
cxercifes  of  piety  and  devotion,  in  order  to  pre* 
vent  thai  dejeSion  of  fpifit,  which  the  near  pro- 
fpt&  of  fuch  tremendous  judgments  coufd  not 
fail,  in  a  certain  degree,  to  produce ;  and  to 
cherifli  that  firm  trufb  in  God,  which  is  the  only 
fource  of  joy  and  confoiation,  in  times  of  public 
danger  and  diftrefs*  *  What  time,'  fays  David, 

•  I  am  afradd,  I  will  truft  in  thee  And  again, 
'  God  is  our  refuge  and  ftrength,  a  very  prcfent 

•  help  in  the  time  of  trouble :  Therefore  will  not  we 

*  fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  though 
^  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midft  of  the 

*  fea :  Though  the  waters  thereof  roar,  and  be 

*  troubled ; 
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*  troubled ;  though  the  mountains  lhake  with 

*  the  fwelling  thereof  ^  •(•/    It   is  fufEciently 

evident^ 

•  Pfal.  xlvi.  I.  2.  3i 

f  That  the  moral  of  this  parable,  though  expaefTed  m 
general  terms,  hath  a  particular  reference  to  the  ap- 
proaching dcftruftion  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  abolition  of 
the  Jewifii  hierarchy,  is  evident  from  the  conclufion  of 
the  parable  itfelf :  *  Shall  not  God  avenge  his  own  eleft, 
'  which  cry  night  and  day  to  him,  though  he  bear  long 
«  wit^h  them?  I  tell  you,  that  he  will  avenge  them  fpec- 

*  dily/  By  the  cleft,  ?s  to  be  uncjerftood  the  profefTed 
friends  and  followers  of  Chrift,  who  acknowledged  him 
to  be  the  Meffiah,  and  fubmittcd  to  the  difpenfation  of 
the  gofpel,  as  appears  from  the  parallel  place  in 
Matthew*.  After  enumerating  the  manifold  miferies 
which  would  accompany  that  bloody  fiege,  it  is  added, 
»  Except  thefe  days  ftiall  be  fhortened,  there  fnould  no 
«  flefli.be  faved;  but,  for  the  cleft's  f^xke,  thofe  days  fliall 
«  be  fhortened.'  And,  fpeaking  of  the  falfe  Chrifts  and 
Prophets  who  then  would  appear,  and  ftiew  great  Qgns 
and  wonders,  he  fays,  *  That,  if  it  were  poffible,  they 
«  ihould  deceive  the  very  elieft.*  Agreeably  to  this,  he 
concludes  the  parable  with  a  juft  refleftion  on  the  gene- 
rat  infenfibility  and  impenitence  of  the  Jewifh  nation, 
even  at  the  eve  of  thofe  dreadful  calamities.    •  Never- 

L  1 1  «  therlpfs,' 

•  Chap.  xxiv.  22.  24. 
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ctidciit,  that  ^  praying  alw^ays,  praying  Witlij* 

*  out  ccafing,  continumg  inftant  in  prayer/  and 
fuch  like  cxpreffions,  are  not  to  be  undcr- 

ftoo(i 

*  thclcfs/  fays  he, '  when  the  Son  of  Man  cometh,  (hall  be 

<  find  faith  on  the  earth  that  rs,  when  be  (hall  come  \ti 
the  eharaAer  of  a  judge,  to  avenge  th«  crnel  and  contu- 
melious  ufage  of  himielf  and  his  follower:^,  opcm  that 
gaiky  nation^  will  he  find  fuch  a  feriems  belref  and  im- 
preflSon  of  thofe  awful  judgments  threatened  agstmA  them, 
as  may  fead  them  to  that  unfeigned  repentance*  which 
alone  can  prevent  their  deftrudion.  The  ^ueftion  here 
put>  implies  a  Rrong  negative  \  namely,  that,  fo  far  from 
this  being  the  cafe,  thefe  judgments  (hould  overtake  them 
in  their  impenitence  and  itebcltef*  and  find  them  as 
thoughtlefs  and  unprepared  a<  the  inhabiunu  of  the  old 
world,  or  the  people  of  Sodom,  before  that  fadden  de- 
ftradtion  which  overwhelmed  them.  <  As  it  was  in  the 
'  days  of  Noah,  fo  (hall  it  be  alfo  in  the  days  of  the  Sod 

*  of  Man  ;  they  did  eat  and  drink,  they  married  wities, 

*  they  were  given  in  otorriage,  until  the  day  that  Noah  firft 
'  entered  into  the  ark,  and  the  fiood  came  and  deftroyed 

*  them  all.    Likewife  alfo,  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Lot, 

*  they  did  eat,  they  drank,,  they  bought,  they  fold,  they 

<  planted,  they  builded  ;  but  the  fame  day  that  Lot 
«  went  out  of  Sodom,  it  raiued  fire  and  brimfione  from 
^  heaven  and  deftroyed  theii|  all:  Even  thus  (hall  it  be, 

*  in  the  day  when  the  Son  of  Man  is  revealed  ;f  Luke 

xvit. 
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ftood  of  an  uninterrupted  devotion;  for  th^ 
is  imp(^ble,  nor  of  the  noify  clamour  of  words^ 
M^irbich   i$  indecent  and  .uprpfitable.  SucH 

were 

xvii.  26 — JO.  In  fine,  when'  we  calmlj  reflet  on  the 
flelicate  an^  trying  fituation  of  our  Saviour'^  difciples  at 
(he  time  when  h^  addrefled  this  parable  to  them,,  ant) 
after  fo  particular  and  almoft  a  literal  defcription  of  fuch 
<lriead{til  cakunittes  were  foon  to  take  place ;  when  We 
confider^  on  the  oac  hanid,  the  bre  they  hereto  their  na- 
tive country  and  klnfmen^  according  to  the  flefh,  and, 
on  the  other,  their  juft  concern  for  their  pcrfonal  fafety, 
and  ardent  zeal  for  ihfi  intereft  of  their  re^gion,  we  maj 
caiily  conceive  what  a  confli<St  of  different  paffions  they 
inuft  feel  on  this  occafion,  confiftently  with  fentiments  of 
duty  and  affeftioQ  tp  their  heavenly  Mailer ;  hope  and 
fear  would  alternately  prevail,  and  their  faith  neceffarily 
be  pnt  to  the  fev^reft  trial,  as  to  (he  iiTue  of  fuch  public 
axvd  extenfive  calamities.  In  fuch  an  uniettled  and  fluc- 
tuating ilate  of  finind,  what  tnore  proper  to.e(lab(ilh  their 
inward  repofe  and  tranqutUity,  than  a  freqacnt  corre- 
fpondence  with  heaven,  by  fervent  prayer  and  fuppiica- 
t\ons^  Our  Saviour  affuresthem,  that,  by  thus  coipmiV 
ting  themfelyes  to  God,  and  trolling  in  his  gracious  pro- 
mifes  of  protedion,  both  their  tem^poral  and  eternal  in- 
tereils  fhonld  perfe^ly  fecure;  nay,  that  all  thcfe  pu- 
blic commotions  Ihould  iffuc  at  length  in  the  glory  of 
God  the  fupremc  ruler,  and  the  advancement  of  true  re« 

li^ioa 
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were  the  prayers  of  the  Jewifh  Pbarifees,  againf^ 
which  our  Saviour  inveighs  with  juft  feverity  \ 

*  Wo  unto  you,  Scribes  and  Pharife^s,  hyp^ 

*  critcs,  for  ye  devour  widows  houfcs,  and,  for 

*  a  pretence,  make  long  prayers  ;  therefore  yc 

*  (hall  receive  greater  damnation  |.*  In  another 
place,-  he  alfo  cautions  his  difciples,  *  When  yc 
^  pray,  ufe  not  vain  repetitions,  as  the  Heathen$^ 
^  do ;  for  they  think  chat  they  (hall  he  heard  for^ 
<  their  much  fpeaking  jj/  Nothing  cai)  be  more 
incorififtent  with  the  true  dignity  of  the  fupreme 
Lord  of  the  univerfe,  than  to  fuppofe  him  like 
thofc  haughty  moriarchs  who  indulge  their  pride: 
in  feeing  numbers  pf  poor  dependent  creatures 

X  Matth.  xxiii.  14.  ||  Matth.  vL  7.  ^  :  . 

^gidn  and  righteoufnefs  ainong  m^.  Tbe  proimifes  of 
God,  and  the  decrees  of  his  providence,  are  fo  far  from 
making  void,  that  they  give  additional  encouragement 
and  efficacy  tp  the  fuppHcations  of  his  people  :  «  The  ef- 
«  fedual  fervent  prayer  of  the  righteous  man  availeth 

*  mu<Ji  V  And,  fays  God,  by  the  prophet  ?zekicl,  after 
enumerating  many  promifes  pf  temporal  and  fpiritua( 
blefllngs,  '  I  will  yet>  for  this,  be  inquired  of  by  the  hpufe 
f  of  ICmeli  to  dp  it  for  them  f.' 

^  James  V.  1 5.  f  Chap.  :^xxvi.  37. 
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lying  .proftrate  before  them  j  or,  like  the  unjaft 
judge  in  this  parable^  who  could  only  be  movcij 
^  the  mere  dint  of  importunity,  without  the 
leafl:  confidcr^tion  of  equity  and  juftice.  Th? 
pfEcacy  of  our  prayers  with  God  does  not  con* 
fift  in  any  influence  pf  pcrfuafion,  on  our  part,  to 
render  Rim  more  favourable  to  oiir  rcqiiefts ; 
they  cannot  be  fuppofcd  to  produce  any  change 
pn  Crod,  or  in  the  fixed  plan  of  his  government 
and  adminiftration,  but  only  in  oqrfelves,  by 
preparing  us  to  receive  thofe  bkllings,  which  he 
is  always  more  ready  to  bcftow  than  we  are  dif- 
pofed.  to  aik  them :  *  Be  not  rafli  with  thy  mouth, 

*  and  let  not  tliine  heart  be  hafty  to  utter  any 
^  thing  before  God  j  for  God  is  in  heaven, 
f  and  thou  upon  earth  ?  therefore  let  thy  words 
^  be  fewV    And  he  adds,  <  A  fool's  voice 

*  is  known  by  the  multitude  of  words/  In 
fhort, «  praying  always/  as  it  is  oppofed  to  faint- 
ing or  defpondency  in  times  of  trial  and  -fuffcr- 
ing,  fignifies  carneftnefs  and  perfeverancc  in  our 
prayers  j  that  we  fcould  maintain  a  daily  inter- 
courfe  with  heaVen,  and  not  give  up  our  fuit, 
cy?n  when  providence  feemeth  to  defer  granting 

our 
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our  requefts :  *  Shall  not  God  avenge  bis  own 
^  ckSt  who  cry  unto  him  day  and  nighf ,  thougl^ 
<  he  bear  long  with  them  ?  that  is,  with  hU  c- 
]c6tp  though  he  feeros  flack  <  towards  them,  as  to 
^  the  performance  of  his  promifes/  It  is  added, 
^  I  tell  you,  he  will  avenge  them  fpeedily/  In 
like  terms,  the  Apoftle  Paul  exhorts  the  Ephefi- 
ans :  *  Praying  always,'  fays  he,  *  with  all  prayer 
^  and  fupplication  in  the  fpirit,  and  watching 
*  thereunto  vnth  all  perfeverance  Though 
God  ilands  in  no  need  of  information  from  us, 
as  to  our  wants  and  grievances,  nor  is  moved 
merely  by  the  eameftnefs  of  our  intreaties  to 
change  the  purpofes  of  his  .will,  yet  he  hath  wife- 
ly injoined  perfeverance,  and  even  importunity 
in  prayer,  as  a  neccflary  condition  of  obtaining 
the  bkf&ngs  we  ftand  in  need  pf,  as  will  appear 
more  fully  afterwards; 

In  order  to  recommend  and  enforce  this  im- 
portant duty,  our  Saviour  relates  or  fuppofes  a 
cafe,  which  (hews  the  power  of  importunity  with 
men,  and  infers,  by  analogy,  how  much  more  in- 
flifencc  it  muft  have  with  God  ;  That,  if  evcii 
^n  unjuft  judge  was  prevailed  upon  to  difpenfe 

jufticc 
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juftice  toan  injured  aitd  hclpiefs  widovr,  by  fij 
mean  a  motive  as  to  get  rid  of  her  troublefomc 
applications,  we  may  juftly  conclude,  that  the 
foprcmc  Judge  of  the  world, «  whefe  throne  is 

*  cftablifhed  in  rightcoufnefs,  <  will  more  readily 
hearken  to  the  prayers  of  the  upright,  and  avenge 
iliofe  unprovoked  injuries  that  are  done  to  them 
by  their  cruel  pppreflbrs  ;  In  fhort,  that  the 
i^ufe  of  religion  ihall  triumph  at  laft  over  all 
oppofuion,  under  his  perfcAly  wife  and  righteous 
juiminiftration :    <  The  Lord  reigneth,  let  the 

*  earth  rejoice,  let  the  mukitude  of  the  iflcs  be 

*  glad  thereof  In  this  parable  our  Saviour 
reafons,  by  analogy,  from  the  iels  to  the  greater  ; 
and,  in  this  refped,  it  has  a  particular  fimilicude 
to  that  of  the  generous  mailer  and  unforgiving 
fervant,  already  conlidcred* 

I.  The  firft  tbin|;  to  be  remark,ed  is  the  cha- 
rafter  of  the  judge  or  chief  magiftratcin  this  city : 
<  He  feared  not  God,  neither  regarded  man 

*  The  fear  of  God  is  the  beginning  of  wifdom,' 
lays  Solomon «  Iti^  themoft  powerful  principle 
of  virtuous  condud,  to  z&  under  a  fenfe  of  the 
fupremc  authority,  and  of  the  continual  prefence 

of 
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of  God  ;  it  will  fcrvc  to  bridle  every  corrupt  paf^ 
fion,  and  ftrengthcn  every  good  difpofition  in  the 
heart.  When  magiftrates  rule  in  the  fear  of 
God,  and  confider  themfelves  as  his  deputies 
or  vicegerents,  they  will  adminifter  juftice  with 
a  fteady  and  impartial  hand  ;  they  will  *  dc- 

*  fend  the  poor  and  fatherlcfs,  deliver  the  af- 

*  Sifted  and  the  needy,  and  rid  them  out  of  the 

*  hands  of  the  wicked.*  By  fuch  a  conduS  they 
render  themfelvcs  *  acceptable  to  God,  and  ap- 

*  proved  of  men,'  as  the  greateft  blcffings  to 
civil  fociety.  The  judge  in  our  parable  was  the 
reverfe  of  all  this :  Equally  regardlefs  of  con- 
fcience  and  honour,  *  he  judged  not  the  father- 

*  lefs,  neithefdid  the  caufe  of  the  widow  come  un- 

*  to  him.'  If  the  remifs  and  negligent  difcharge  of 
fo  important  a  truft  for  the  good  of  mankind, 
made  him  deferve  the  charadler  of  an  *  unjuft 

<  judge,'  how  much  more  criminal,  in  the  fight  of 
God,  are  thofc  who,  bafely  perycrting  the  defign 
of  their  delegated  authority,  become  a  terror  to 

*  good  works,  but  not  to  tijp  evil  ?'  This  Solo- 
mon juftly  reprefents  as  one  of  the  greateft  evils 
under  the  fun  :  *  I  faw  the  place  of  judgment, 
« that  wickednefs  was  there,  and  the  place  of 

<  righteoufnefs^  that  iniquity  was  there  ^. 

2.  The 

•  Ecclef.  ill.  i5. 
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|.  The  parable  next  reprefcnfs  the  deplorable 
(rafe  of  a  poor  widow,   who  was  obliged  to 
apply  to  him  for  proteftion  :  *  She  came  to  him, 
^  fay'mg.  Avenge  me  of  mine  advcrfary^.'  Some 
rich  and  powerful  neighbour  taking  advantage 
pf  hCr  weak  and  belplefs  ftate,  as  is  too  frequent- 
ly the  cafe,  had  invaded  her  rights,  and  de- 
frauded her  of  the  fmall  property  which  was  her 
fupport.    How  bafe.and  ungenerous,  Iiow  barba- 
reus  and  cruel,  are  fuch  ^icts  of  oppreffion  ?  It  is 
natural  to  fuppofe,  that  fhe  firfl  endeavoured  to 
obtain  redrefs  according  to  the  forms  of  law  and 
juflice,  but  ths^t  her  poverty  rendered  her  un- 
able p  maintain  her  caufe  againfl:  an  opulent 
competitor.    She  was.  therefore  obliged  to  defift 
from  fuch  a  vain  attempt,  and  to  try  the  cff^d:  of 
a  pcrfonal  application,  when  fhe  had  no  other 
means  of  rcprefenting  her  cafe.    Her  daily  re- 
queft  was,  *  Avenge  me  of  n>ine  adverfary/  She 
did  not  thii:ft  for  revenge  in  ret^iliation  of  the  i|i- 
juries  fhe  had  received,  but  only  defired  that  he 
might  be  compelled  to  reftore  what  he  had  unjufl- 
ly  taken  from  hcr,afd  that  fhe  fliould  be  fecured  a- 
gainfl  any  future  violence  and  oppreffion.  This  de- 
M  m  m  n^and 
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mand  was  mod  juft  and  reafonable,  and  what  no 
judge,  who  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  confciencc, 
of  honour,  or  humanity,  could  rcfufc  to -com- 
ply with.  Indeed,  no  cafe  more  juftly  claims  the 
proteftten  of  civil  power,  than  that  of  poverty 
under  oppreflion  ;  and  magiftrates  are  particular- 
ly  charged  with  the  fafety  and  defence  of  thofc 
who  arc  unable  to  defend  themfelves.  Thus  fays 
God  to  the  rulers  of  Judah :  *  Execute  yc 
« judgment  and  righteoufnefs, 'and  deliver  the 
^  fpoiled  out  of  the  hand  of  the  oppreffor,  and  dp 

*  no  wrong  ;  do  no  violence  to  the  ftranger,  the 

*  fatherlcfs,  nor  the  widow  ^/    And  elfewhcre, 

*  Seek  judgment,  relieve  the  oppreffed,  judge 
^  the  fatherlcfs,  and  plead  for  the  widow  [■/  Nay, 
the  almighty  ruler  of  the  world,  from  whom 
earthly  potentates  derive  their  authority,  pro- 
pofes  his  own  example  for  their  imitation  :  *  A 

*  father  of  the  fatherlcfs,  and  a  judge  of  the  wl- 
«  dow,  is  God  in  his  holy  habitation  J/ 

3.  The  third  thing  reprefentcd  in  the  parable  is 
the  difficulty  and  difcouragement  Ihc  met  with 
from  the  condufl:  of  the  judge  :  *  would  not  for 
«  a  while  ||.'  tie  took  no  notice  of  her  caufe,  but 

connived 

*  Jer  XXI.  la.    t  If-  «•  I7-   t  Pfal.  Ixvlil.  5.   ||  Vcrfc  4^ 
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tontiived  at  the  wrong  done  her  by  her  ungene- 
rous advcrfary  j  nay,  it  is  probable  he  might  even 
frown  upon  hor  for  difturbing  his  repofe  by  her 
frequent  ahd  importunate  applications  for  re- 
drefs.    She  had  no  money  to  btibc  him^  nor 
jntereft  with  any  gfeat  man  to  recommend  her 
caufc,  and  procure  a  patient  hearing,  and  an  im- 
partial trial  at  his  bar.    TJie  condud  of  this 
judge  was  highly  criminal,  and  unworthy  of  his 
charafter  ;  bccaufe,  to  delay  difpenfing  juftice,  is 
in  itfclf  an  a£k  of  great  ihjufticc,  efpccially  in  ca- 
fes ot  violence  and  dppreffion  ;  for^  by  this  means, 
the  wrongs  dcnic  to  the  innocent  are  not  only 
multiplied  and  increafed,  btit  may  foon  become 
irretrievable  by  any  fubfcquent  interpofition  of 
judicial  power.   What  further  add$  to  the  cri-^ 
minality  of  his  condud  is,  that  he  was  confcious 
of  the  juftncfs  of  her  complaints,  while  yet  he 
would  affbrd  her  no  redrefs,  but  turned  a  deaf 
car  to  her  repeated  fupplications.   It  is  natural 
alfo  to  fuppofe,  that  thofe  aSs  of  opprefEon,  un- 
der which  flie  groaned,  were  fo  flagrant  and  no- 
^torioiis,  astobe^nown  to  every  perfon,  fo  as 
to  excite  a  general  comffiifcration  of  her  cafe. 
This  judge,  therefore,  adcd  contrary  to  the  con- 
viaion  ©f  his  oWn  confcicnce,  while,  through 

crimirtal 


criminal  negligence,  he  rcfufcd  the  protcfliidn 
law  to  this  poor  and  hclplefs  widow. 

4.  The  parable  next  give«  an  account  of 
her  prevailing  upon  this  unjuft  judge,  by  the 
mere  din^  of  pcrfeverancc  and  importunity,  at 
lengtli  to  decide  her  caufe  :  ^  But  afterwards  he 

•  faid  within  himfclf.  Though  I  fear  not  God, 

•  nor  regard  man  ;  yet,  becaufe  this  widow  trou- 

•  bleth  lyie,  1  will  avenge  her,  left,  by  her  con- 
« tinual  coming,  (he  weary  me/  Though  he 
was  quite  regardlefs  of  his  charafler,  cither  in 
the  fight  of  God  or  man,  yet  he  felt  an  uneafi- 
nefs  in  beihg  fubjefted  to  her  reftlefs  impartuni- 
fy,  and  refolved  to  get  rid  of  it,  by  bringing  her 
caufe  to  an  iffue.  It  is  well  that  he  did  not,  in 
proud  Wrath,  caft  her  into  prifon,-  both  in  refcm- 
ment  of  the  daily  difturbance  fhe  gave  him^  and 
to  prevent  her  further  clamour  and  importunity, 
as  defpotic  judges  have  fometimes  done.  But 
his  confcieiice,  which  was  ftill  on  her  fide,  rc- 
ftrained  him  from  this  brutal  outrage,  and  in- 
duced him  to  take  a  more  wife  and  equitable 
courfe.  It  is  true,  that  the  motive  from  which 
he  afled  was  mean  and  mercenary  ;  but  the  ef- 
fefl:  produced  was  good,  and  worthy  to  have 
proceeded  from  more  generous  and  noble  con- 

fiderations. 
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nderations.  Soch  are  the  circumftances  of  the 
parable  takeiv  in  a  literal  view. 

Let  U8,  in  the  next  place^  confider  our  Savi- 
our's api^ication  of  it  to  his  prefent  purpofc^  aod 
what  arguments  may  be  deduced  from  it^  to  en- 
gage, us  to  perfevere  in  oiir  earneft  prayers  to 
God,  cfpecially  in  circumftances  of  trial  and  fuf- 
iering  for  rigbteoulntis  fake.  ^  And  the  Lord 
«  faid.  Hear  what  the  unjuft  judge  faith  i  and 

*  fliall  not  God  avenge  his  own  cle£t,  who  cry 
^  unto  him  day  and  night,  though  he  .bear  long 

*  with  them  ?  I  teli  you,  that  he  wUl  avenge  them 
*.fpcedily       When  our  Saviour  here  enjoins 

.  his  difdpies,  in  their  prefent  fituation, '  to  excr- 

*  cife  themfelves  unto  godlinefs/.  by  frequent  and 
fervent  a&a  of  devotion,  and  reprefents  them;  as 

*  crying  day  and  night,'  like  the  opprcffcd  wi- 
dow, to  avenge  them  of  their  adverfarics,  we  ace 
not  to  uixderftand  bis  words  as  encouraging  a 

fpirit  of  revenge  on  account  of  the  injuries  they 
bad  received  from  the  unbcUevipg  Jews.  We 
have  already  (hewn,  that  the  continued  fuppli- 
cation  of  this  hclpkfs  widow  was  only  for  rcdrcfs 
and  protedion,  and  can  be  juftly  extended  no 

farther. 


•  Verf€$  6.— S. 


fimher.  In  like  manner,  when,  in  the  courfe  d{ 
divine  providence^  good  men  are  expofed'  to 
iaHax  trials,  they  may  warrantably  recomnitr^ 
th^ir  catife  to  God,  and  fuppiicate  his  aiJ  and 
^rote£lion.  The  Pialmift  frequently  addreflcs 
God  to  this  purpofe:  <  O  let  the  wickedneis  ot 
^  the  wicked  <^ome  t^  an  end,  but  eftablifh  thoii 

*  the  j«ft      *  Keep  me  as  the  apple  at  the  cycj 

*  hide  me  under  the  ihadow  of  thy  wings,  from 
the  wicked  that  opprefis  me,  from  my  deadly 

*  enemies  Who  coi^ipsUs  me  aboot  f  But,  in  no 
cafe  Whatever^  is  it  lawful  for  us  to  wifh  their 
deftruftion,  in  reveiige  for  the  Wrongs  Wc 
havcf  received  at  their  hands.  Oh  the  contriry, 
we  are  enjoined  by  our  Saviour  *  to  love  our  e- 
«  ncmies }  to  blcfs  them  that  curfc  us  ;  to  do 

*  good  to  them  that  hate  us,  and  to  pray  for 
« them  that  dcfpitcfully  ufe  us  and  perfecute  usf.' 
This  divine  precept  he  nobly  enforced  by  bis 
own  example,  when,  under  the  excruciating  aa- 
guilh  of  the  crdfe,  he  fervently  prayed  for  his 
cruel  and  unrelenting  enemies:  *  Father,  for- 
<  give  them>  for  they  know  not  what  they  do||-* 
In  fin€^  when  our  fufferings  are  conneftcd  with 

the 
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the  cauFe  of  religion,  as  In  the  firft  age  of  tho 
gofpel,  we  ought  to  •  pray  the  more  earneftly/ 
that  our  fplritual  and  eternal  interefts  may  be  fe- 
cured  againft  every  danger  ;  and  that  all  publie 
commotions  and  revolutions  may  iffue  at  length 
in  promoting  the  glory  of  God,  and  advancing 
^hc  interefts  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs  in  the 
world.  This  is  the  great  obje£t  of  the  ardent 
wiflies  and  fupplications  of  the  people  of  God  ; 
and  for  this  they  are  faid  to  *  cry  day  and  night 

*  ufito  God/  that  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  may  be- 
qomc  univerfa],  ^  that  all  men  may  be  blcflled  in 
^  him,  and  that  all  nations  may  call  him  blefi^d/ 

Tp  conclude  this  point;  Though  we  bsivc 
co^tidered  this  parable  a$  baying  a  reference  to 
a  ftate  of  ?rial  and  fuffcring  for  religiori^  as  it& 
primary  ol^eS,  yet  we  may  view  it  in  a  awe 
cxtenfive  light  j  particularly,  as  intended  to 
reft  our  condud  bow  to  maintain  a  fpiritual  war- 
fare againft  thofe  corrupt  lufts,  which,  aided  by 
the  temptations  of  the  world,  «  war  againft  th^ 

*  foul/  Thefe  are  the  great  advcrfarte§  of  God 
and  goodnefs,  and  confequently  of  our  true  bap*^ 
pincfs,  againft  which  our  moft  fervent  prayers 
and  aiSduous  endeavours  ftiould  be  jointly  em- 
plpyed.   If  we  perfevcre  in  watcbfulneft,  fafting, 

and 
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and  prayer,  we  iJiaU  ftrengthened  from  abovo 
to  carry  on  this  holy  warfare  with  progrcffivc 
facce&  Wc  may  reft  aflured,  th^  God  will  at 
length  avenge  us  of  thefe  s^dverfaries,  and  give 
14s  a  compleat  vidory  over  them.  ^  The  God 
^  of  peace/  fays  the  apoftle,  ^  (hall  braife  Satan 
«  qnder  your  feet  fliortly*/ 


THE  SAME  SUBJECT  CONTINUED, 

IN  the  parable  now  before  us,  bur  Saviour  hatl^ 
fhown  the  efficacy  of  importunity  and  pcrfcr 
verance,  in  certain  cafes,  to  obtain  redrefs  of 
wrongs,  with  men  who  are  not  influenced  by 
confiderations  of  juftice  and  equity.  In  another 
parable,  where  he  treats  the  fame  fubjed,  he 
carries  the  argument  from  analogy  ftill  farther, 
by  fhewing  their  fuperior  influence  even  to  the 
nobler  motives  of  friendfhip  and  courtefy,  which 
fliould  unite  mankind  together.  He  reprefents 
the  cafe  of  a  man,  who,  by  this  means,  obtained 
a  favour  from  his  neighbour,  which  he  would 

ao^ 
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£dt  otfcerwifc  have  procdrcd :  *  Aiid  he  faid 
^  unto  them,  Whith  of  you  fliall  have  a  fricndj 

*  and  fliall  go  unt6  him  at  mid-night,  and  fay 

*  unto  him,  friend,  lend  me  three  loaves,  for 

*  a  friend  of  mine,  in  his  journey,  is  come  unto 

*  me,  and  I  Have  nothing  to  fct  before  him? 

*  and  he  from  within  fliall  anfwcr  arid  fay, 

*  Trouble  me  not,  the  door  is  now  fliut,  and  my 

*  children  are  \;^ith  nic  in  bed,  I  cannot  rife  and 

*  give  theie;    I  fay  unto  you,  though  he  virill  not 

*  rife  and  give  him  becaufe  he  is  his  friend,  yeti 
^•%)ccaufc  of  his  importunity,  he  will  rife  and 

*  give  him  as  many  as  he  riecdeth.'  And 
flicn  he  adds  by  way  of  application,  *  Aflc,  and  it 
*^ail  be  given  you  }  feck,  and  ye  fliall  find  ; 

*  knock,  and  it  fliall  be  opened  to  you  Both 
thefe  examples;  of  the  fuccefs  of  importunity  with 
men,  arc  dcfigiaed  to  inftruft  us,  *  that  we  ought 

*  to  coittiniie  iriftant  in  prayer^  to  God,  and  not 
be  difeouraged,  though  he  does  not  immediately 
fcomply  with  our  rcquefts. 

Our  Saviotrr  affurcs  us,  in  this  pafabfe  under 
confi^dcration,  *  that  God  will  avenge  his  chSt^ 
^  thoagh  he  bear  long  with  them  ;*  that  is,  as 
N  ri  n  has 

•  Luke  xi.  j. — 9, 
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has  been  obfcrved,  though  he  may  think  proper^ 
in  the  courfc  of  his  providence,  to  exercifc  their 
patience  by  delaying  to  anfwcr  their  fupplications^ 
This  leads  us  to  confider,  as  the  laft  point  in  tlic 
parable,  what  grounds  of  hope  and  encourage- 
ment we  have  to  perfevere  in  our  fervent  pray- 
ers to  Cod  for  thofe  bleflings  which  he  hath  gra- 
cioufly  promifed  to  bellow,  even  when  he  fccms 
not  to  hearken  at  firft  to  our  rcquefts. 

I.  We  ought  to  confider  that  every  delay  is 
not  to  be  interpreted  as  a  denial  with  men,  and 
much  lefs  with  God.  This  is  an  approved  ma- 
xim of  worldly  wifdom,  not  to  be  foon  difcou- 
raged,  nor  to  flacken  our  diligence  in  purfuing 
any  objeft  of  defire,  on  account  of  obftacles  in 
our  way.  What  unwearied  pains  and  affiduity 
arc  beftowed  by  the  men  of  the  world  to  inli- 
nuate  themfelves  into  the  good  graces  and  opi- 
nion of  thofe  from  whom  thqy  folicit  favours  ? 
what  rcpulfes  and  repeated  denials  will  they  not 
fubmit  to,  rather  than  give  over  their  applications? 
They  will  ftill  flatter  themfelves  with  hopes  amidft 
all  difcouragements nay,  will  put  any  conftruc- 
tion  upon  them,  even  the  moft  improbable,  that 
they  may  not  pafs  for  a  final  refufal.  I'hey  will 
catcrcifc  i^ticncc  for  many  years,  ere  they  defpair 

of 
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pf  fucccfs  or  give  over  the  purfuit :  And  all  this, 
perhaps,  to  obtain  a  favour  of  no  great  impor- 
tance in  itfelf,  or  which  feldom  makes  amends 
for  the  labour  and  expcnce  it  has  coft  them.  But, 
alas!  in  our'addrefles  to  God  for  fpiritual  blef- 
lings,  which  are  effcntial  to  our  happinefs,  wl^at 
impatience,  what  pcevilh  difcontent  are  we  apt 
to  difcover  ?  what  wearinefs  and  faintinpr,  if  we 
do  not  quickly  obtain  our  rcquefts  ?  nay,  how 
foon  do  we  defpair  of  fucccfs j  and  give  over 
our  applications,  if  there  is  a  delay  in  anfwer- 
ing  our  petitions  ?  Like  Jonah,  we  are  ready  to 
think  '  w^  do  well  to  be  angry  with  God,*  if  he 
docs  not  anticipate  our  very  wifties  and  defires. 
From  whence  is  it  that  we  are  fo  importunate 
with  men,  b^t  fo  foon  defift  from  our  petitions 
to  heaven  I  Is  it  not  that  we  are  more  in  earneft 
to  obtain  fecular  advantages  from  men,  than  fpi- 
ritual bleflings  from  God ;  that  we  are  more  dc- 
firous  to  be  avenged  on  our  temporal  adverlarics, 
who  oppofe  our  worldly  intercft,  than  to  obtain 
a  viftory  over  thofc  lufts  and  corruptions  of  our 
hearts,  which  are  the  greateft  enemies  to  our 
true  happinefs  ?  We  afk  the  latter,  as  if  we  were 
altogether  indifferent  whether  we  fucceed  or  not ; 
Yrhcrcas,  we  folicit  the  former  with  unremitting 

ardqr,^ 
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ardor,  and  exert  the  mod  zealous  cndeavouxttci 
obtain  them. 

2,  Importunity  always  is,  and  muft  be  difagrcc- 
ablc  to  men,  not  only  to  the  indolent  and  unjuft, 
as  in  the  firft  parable,  but  even  to  the  fricadiy 
and  humane,  as  in  the  fecond,  though  with  both 
'  ,  it  may  fometimes  prevail ;  but,  with'  God,  it  ne* 
ycr  fails  to  recommend  pur  petitions,  and  is  9, 
previous  condition  ot  our  obtaining  a  favourable 
anfwer.  With  regard  to  earthly  bcnefaflors,  ia 
whom  we  confide,  how  often  does  their  ability 
fall  fhort  of  their  inclination,  or  their  engage- 
ments to  ferve  us?  nay,  bow  often  is  their 
friendlhip  and  fidelity  to  be  fuipeftcd,  even  when 
accompanied  with  the  (Irongeft  prpfeffi</ns  and 
promifes  ?  When,  thcrefoi:e,  we  tcafc  ^hcm  by 
importunity  to  grant  us  any  particular  favour, 
which  we  know  or  iqaaginc  to  be  in  their  power, 
it  muft  be  difpleafing,  bccaufe  we  thereby  indi- 
redlly  upbraid  them  with  want  of  influence  or 
want  of  inchnatipn  to  fcrvc  our  ixiterefts.  But 
unto  God  belongs  almighty  power,  as  well 
as  perfcft  wifdom  and  goodnefs.  Our  manifold 
"grants  and  difficulties  cannot  exhaoft  the  one,  nor 
fct  bounds  to  the  other.  No  pleading  of  ours 
i$  neceiTary  to  perfuade  bim^  or  to  excite  his  kind 
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^^cfli(His, towards  n$  \  for  l>c  h  cwt-mi^rt  r<ja4y 
give  his  heavenly  tlcflings  thm  we  arc  to  ^ 
or  even  to  receive  tbem.  '  If  jetUcn  being  cvij/ 
ftys  oiir  Lorfij  *  l^^iQW  bow  to  .give  gifts  untp 
?  your  children,  how  inuch  more  ^all  your  Fa- 
f  ther,, which  is  in  Ji^aven,  give  good  things  *  j* 
or,  as  it  is  more  pjarticularly  ^^prc^fed;in  the  pa- 
rallci  place  in  Xuke^.^  '  the  holy  Spirit  to  them 
•  that  aik  him  |  ?*    If  at  any  ume>  therefore,  he 
fccins  to  deny  our  requetts,  and  to  with-hold.his 
,^anJ  from  helpirii;  us,  we  ought  ito  intprprct  fiach 
Relays  as  proceeding  from  real  kindnefe  to  us, 
and  as  meant  for  pur  advantage  in  ihc  iffue.  In 
this  view  of  the  matter,  porfeverance  in  prayer 
is  a  dutiful  exprcffion  of  our  firm  confidence  *m 
bis  perfeft  wifdom,  for  determining  ,tbe  proper 
time  of  granting  our  xtqucjfts^  iind^  for  that  i?€a- 
foB,  muft  be  .highly  plcafu^  -and  acceptable  |o 
God.    It  difcovers  a  fpirit  "^f  due  fuljiniflioq  to 
the  wiU  of  God,  and  that  we  w^it,  with  perfod 
r^fignation,  bis  time  for  .bellowing  the  bkffings 
he  has  |uromilcd.    And  this  nat<ir;aJJy  fuggofts 
another  rc^don,  viz. 

3.  Thait  God  Ibnictimcs  delays  19  anfweT  lAkc 

carneft 
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earned  prayers  of  the  righteous,  not  only  when 
he  intends  no  unkindnefi  or  refufal,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  when  he  means  afterwards  to  grant 
their  requefts  with  greater  glory  to  himfelf  and 
greater  benefit  to  them.  There  are  two  remark- 
able  inftances,  to  this  purpofe,  recorded  in  the 
gofpel-hiftory,  to  encourage  our  pcrfeverance  in 
prayer  to  God,  in  circumftances  of  trial  and  af- 
flidion.  The  firft  is  the  cafe  of  the  woman  of 
Canaan,  who  applied  to  our  Saviour  to  heal  her 
daughter,  who  laboured  under  fomc  grievous 
difeafe.  She  implores  his  divine  aid  in  the  mod 
carneft  and  affedtng  manner ;  ^  but  he  anfwcred 

•  her  not  a  word  His  difciplcs,  wearied  with 
her  importunity,  become  advocate^  for  her,  and 
interpofe  their  influence  with  Jefus  in  her  behalf  { 
but  his  anfwer  feemed  rather  like  a  refufal  than 
a  compliance  with  their  defire :  *  I  am  not  fent 

♦  but  to  the  loft  flieep  of  the  houfc  of  Ifracl.* 
The  woman,  inftead  of  being  dlfcouraged  by  this 
repulfe,  perfifted,^  with  ftill  greater  earncftnefe, 
in  her  requeft  ;  but  Jefus  anfwcred  her,  by  re- 
peating a  proverb,  which  plainly  infinuated,  that 
ihe  had  no  right  to  fuch  a  favour,  and  that  to  in- 

fift 
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fift  fo  importunately,  favoured  too  much  of  prc^ 
fumption :  *  It  is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's 

*  bread  and  to  caft  it  to  dogs/  Still  flic  ven- 
tures on  a  reply,  full,  indeed,  of  modefty  and 
humility,  cafting  herfelf  entirely  on  his  compaf- 
fion  and  gcnciofity^  as  her  only  ground  of  hope : 

*  Truth,  Lord  j  yet  the  dogs  eat  of  the  crumbs 

*  which  fall  from  their  mafter's  table/  This  an- 
fwer  was  fo  acceptable  to  our  Saviour,  as  difco- 
vcring  a  ftrong  faith  in  his  power  and  goodncfs, 
that,  without  any  further  delay,  he  granted  her 
requeft  :  '  Then  Jefus  faid  unto  her,  O  woman, 

*  great  is  thy  faith ;  be  it  unto  thee,  even  as  thou 
^  wilt ;  and  her  daughter  was  made  whole  from 

*  that  very  hour/ 

The  fecond  inftance  is  in  the  cafe  of  the  dif- 
ciples,  when  in  the  fame  ftiip  with  our  Saviour 
on  the  fea  of  Tiberias,  recorded  in  the  8th  chap- 
ter of  Matthew,  from  verfe  23d.  There  we  arc 
informed,  that  a  ftorm  fuddcnly  overtook  them, 
fo  that  the  fhip  was  in  danger  of  being  fwallowed 
up  every  moment  by  the  waves,  while  their  Ma- 
iler was  faft  aflccp,  and  fccmingly  infcnfible  of  the 
impending  danger  :  ^  And  his  difciples  came  to 

*  him  and  awoke  him,  faying,  Lord  favc  us,  we 

*  pcrifh/    Our  Saviour  firft  reproves  them  for 

difcovering 
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(drfcovcring  fticb  timidity  and  defpaif,  when  H? 
tlras  embarked  with  them,  and  thlis  betraying 
the  we^nefe  of  thck  fiith  in  his  power  to  fave 
them }  and  *  then  he  arofe,  and  rebuked  the 
windis  and  the  Tea,  and  thefe  was  a  great  calm/ 
Now,  thefc  two  inftahccs  fuggeft  fcveral  im- 
portant reafons,  by  way  of  analogy,  why  divine 
wtfdom  may  fee  proper  to  delay  his  gracious  in- 
terpofiti'on  for  the  rcTifef  of  his  peopld  in  diftrefs, 
m  a  pcrfed  confiftency  with  his  favour  to  thenij 
and  faithfulnefs  to  his  pfomifc^. 

I.  For  the  trial  and  improvement  of  their  fsntK 
and  piety,  and  to  give  them  i  higher  rclith  and 
enjoyment  of  deliverance  after  fiich  extremity  of 
diftrefs.  Had  the  woman  of  Canaan  bbtamcd 
her  requeft  on  her  firft  application  to  our  Savi- 
our, her  humHe,  yet  fleady  faith  in  his  ialnlight/ 
power  bad  not  been  fo  gloriotrily  difplaycd  and 
cxtoHed  as  a  pattern  for  our  imitation.  In  a  fi- 
milar  manner,  Ood  often  deah  with  good  men,* 
when  in' circumftances  of  danger  and  diftrefs; 
he  tries  their  faith  and  obedience ;  he  forms  them 
mto  a  dutiful  temper  of  fubmiflion  to  his  will, 
by  thus  fufpending,  for  a  timfc,  the  execution  of 
his  gracious  dcfigns  towards  them ;  he  trains 
fhcm  up  to  patience  and  perfeverance  in  welNdo- 
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ifig,  and  to  a  firmer  truft  in  his  almighty  power  * 
and  prote&ion.  Such  delays,  therefore,  are  iie- 
ceflary  afts  of  difciplinc  for  the  exercife  of  our 
virtues,  and  the  improvement  of  our  minds  ;  and 
particularly,  by  rendering  us  more  fervent  in  our 
addrcffcs  to  God,  and  more  deeply  fenfiblc  of  the 
value  of  thofe  bleffings  which  we  folicit^  they  have 
a  tendency  to  excite  and  chcrifli  in  our  hearts  a 
more  lively  fcnfe  of  gratitude  to  God,  which  i$ 
the  moil  exalted  principle  of  religious  obedience. 
Beiides,  the  more  we  feel  our  wants,  and  the  more 
convinced  we  are  of  the  importance  of  fucceeding 
in  our  requefts,  the  greater  comfort  and  fatisfac- 
tion  we  will  find  in  the  enjoyment  of  what  God 
at  length  beftows  ;  for  nothing  enhances  a  favour 
more  than  the  difficulty  of  procuring  it. 

2.  The  inftance  of  the  difciples  in  the  ftorm  at 
fca,  fuggefts  another  reafon.why  God  may  fomc- 
times  defer  to  interpofe,  till  the  laft  extremity,  for 
the  deliverance  ot  the  righteous  ;  which  is,  that 
he  may,  on  fuch  occafions,  more  fignally  difplay 
his  power  and  glory.  Our  Saviour,  no  doubt, 
could  cafily  have  prevented  the  tcmpeft  from  a* 
rifmg,*  or  have  checked  its  fury  in  the  beginning  j 
but  he  jchofe  rather  to  interpofe  when  the  danger 
was  grcatcft,  and  the  fituation  of  the  difciples  ap- 
O  0  o  parently 
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patently  deljperate*  By  this  arc  faiftro^^^ 
that  we  ought  never  to  diilrull  the  almighty  po^- 
er  and  protection  of  God,  nor  doubt  of  his  faith- 
fulnefs  and  truths  his  inviolable  attachment  to  the 
intereft  of  good  men,  and  to  the  caufe  of  good- 
nefs,  even  wh^n  his  providence  fecms  to  wear 
the  mod  unfavourable  afpe£);  towards  them.  His 
church  on  earth,  as  the  prophet  Ifaiah  expreflcs 
k,  *  may,  in  like  manner,  be  toffcd  with  the  teai- 
^.  peft,  and  not  comforted,'  and  fecm  ready  to  be 
overwhelmed  ;  but  he  can  in  a  moment  alby  th& 
ilorm^  and  bring  about  a  peaceful  calm:  « la 

*  r ighteoufneft,'  laith  God, « (halt  thou  be  eftablifli- 

*  ed  J  thou  ftalt  be  far  from  opprcifion^  for  thou 
^  ihak  not  fear  ;  and  from  terror,  for  it  (hgU  not 
«  come  near  thee  Though,  therefore,  the  al- 
mighty prote£lor  of  the  righteous,  and  the  faith- 
ful guardian  of  their  beil  interells,  m^y  fecm^ 
Kke  our  Saviour,  on  this  occaiion,  to  be  aflecp^ 
and  inattentive  to  their  diftrcfTes  ;  yet  all  is 'm* 
tended  to  make  them  double  their  importunity,, 
till  the  appointed  time  fhall  come,  when  bis  wif- 
dom  fiiall  think  proper  to  interpofib  effe^uaily  for 
their  relief:  And  we  may  farther  add^  for  thdc 

fupp(ut 
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fupport  and  encouragement,  that  deliverance  is 
often  neareft  at  hand,  when,  to  us,  it  feems  to  be 
at  the  greateft  diftancc.  Thus  the  Jewifli  church 
celebrates  the  mercy  of  God,  in  their  deliverance 
from  the  Babylonifli  captivity:  *  When  the  Lord 
« turned  again  the  captivity  of  Zion,  we  were  like 

*  them  that  dream.   Then  was  our  mouth  filled 

*  with  laughter,  and  our  tongue  with  finging  : 

*  Then  faid  they  among  the  heathen,  the  Lord 

*  hath  done  great  things  for  them.    The  Lord 

*  hath  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  arc 
*glad*/ 

♦  PfaL  cxxvL  I.  3.  3. 
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T   H  B 

PARABLE  OF  THE  PHARISEE  and 
THE  PUBLICAN^- 


AS  the  former  parable  recommends  ferven- 
cy  and  pcrfevcrancc  in  prayer  -to  God, 
for  things  agreeable  to  his  will fo  this  deicribes 
the  charaftcr  of  the  fincerc  worfhippcr,  whofe 
prayers  will  be  heard  with  acceptance.  He  is 
of  a  humble  and  contrite  Ijpirit,  deeply  fcnfible  of 
his  indigence  and  dependence,  of  his  guilt  and 
demerit  in  the  fight  of  God.  Without  this,  per- 
feverance  will  not  avail  us,  but  degenerates  into 
mere  formality,  or  ^  bodily  fervice,  which  pro- 
<  fiteth  little*  or  nothmg,  as  will  appear  in  the 
lequel  of  this  difcourfc. 

The  general  fcopc  or  moral  of  this  parable  it 
prefixed  to  it :   '  He  fpoke  this  parable  to  cer- 

^  tais 


♦  Lufcc  xviii.  9.— 1 5^ 


(   477  ) 

tain  ^bich  traded  in  themfelves  that  they 
*  were  righteous,  and  dcfpifcd  others  |/  ,  That 
our  Saviour  hafd  the  Pharifees  in  bis  eye,  and 
intended  it  as  a  cenfure  on  their  fpiritual  pi^de 
and  uncharitablenefs,  is  abundantly  evident. 
Thefc  were  the  vices-  which  difplayed  themfelves 
in  every  part  of  their  condud,  and  ftrongly 
marked  their  diftinguiihing  charaiEler  and  difpofi- 
cion.  At  the  fiiihe  time,  it  is  to  be  viewed  as  a 
general  defcription  of  thofe  who  proudly  juftify 
themfelves,  and  fuch  .as  hiimbly  condemn  them* 
felves  before  God.  It  fcts  thofe  two  charad:ers 
m  an  oppbfite  and  comparative  view,  in  order  to 
engage  us  to  cultivate  humility  and  charity  as 
the  nobleft  ornaments  of  our  nature,  and  the 
bed  recommendation  of  our  religious  fervices  to 
God.  Firft,  it  is  laid,  that  *  they  trufted  inthem* 
«  felves  that  they  were  righteous/  They  not 
only  entertiaincd  an  extravagant  opinion  of  their 
own  lanOiity  and  virtue,  but  they  confided  in 
the  merit  of  it,  as  a  fufEcicnt  title  to  the  divine 
favour.  Such  a  chara£ter  is  not  confined  to  the 
Pharifees  of  'c4d,  .but  is  frequently  to  be  met 
with  among  Chriftians,  though  highly  abfurd  in 

itfelf. 
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itfelf,  and  dircAly  oJ)pdfitc  to  the  gcnuiAc  f|>lrit 
of  their  religion.  Nay,  wc  miy  even  dctcft 
Pharifecs  among  av6wed  infidels  a!>d  oppdfm 
^  the  go^^  thacL'il^hoai  none  mott  highly  tA(A 
thtk  own  ijiriidoin  antf  goodaeft^or^  wth^a  greater 
ai^  of  fdf-fofficicbcy,  exliibit  it  as:  a  perfeft  modtf 
eo  the  reft  of  mankind*  The  ancient  Stqica  wert 

<  Pbariftcs^in  pbiioibpfay/  wbo  aflFedied  an  inde^ 
pendenoe  on  the  providence  of  God^  an  in€Kff> 
fence  a$  u>  exteniat  events,  and  iiTere  of  opmioni 
thtt  both  gods  at^  men  were  iiidd>ted  .to.theiii 
fer  thek  v'nwes.  Thii  parable  iaRke  that  of  the 
goo^  Samarkan,  h»  vfhkh  no  fioalmide  between 
fpititual  and  earthly  dbje£ts  is  ufed  for  lUuftra* 
tk>h,  but  the  whole  circum^ancea  are  narrated  as 
a  true  hiftory  or  mat«er  of  fad.  Two  oppolBte 
dbaraSters  of  taLen  are,  m  like  mannei^,  ddTcnbed 
hy  their  diffcrcat  condua  and  behaviour,  on  a 
{mticular  ocoafion^  which  are  not  oftly  well  fupr 
ported  througti6ut>  but  highly  finrfh^,  and  64- 
ly  confirm  the  moa4  inftru^ition  therein  iateod* 
ed* 

The  firft  thing  to  be  ohfictvcff^  is  the  exteriisi 
eharafttnr  or  denomination  of  the  perfions  here 
.defcfibed.   *  Two  men  went  up  into  the  temple 

<  to  pray,  the  one  a  Pharifcc,  the  other  a  Publi- 

f  can/ 
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<  iiaiw'  The  firft  ts  fo  nained  from  fa»  ^  r^li^biif 
^  profeflkxi/  and  tbe  laft  from  hU  <  civil  office/ 
The  Fharifees  are  often  mcqtiotied  in  the  gofpeU 
hiilory,  and,  on  account  of  their  pride  and  hypCN 
erify,  are  treated  with  nnnfual  feverity  by  out 
Savipur,  as  has  been  remarked  in  the  former  dif^ 
cpurfes.  They  affe&ed  to  diftinguiih  tbemfelve^ 
from  the  reft  of  the  Jews,  by  fuperior  degrees 
of  fan&ity  and  religious  zeal;  particularly,  by^ 
the  ilrid  obfervance  of  the  ritual  inftitutions  o£ 
Mofes,  and  of  many  fupcrtiumerary  ufagcs  an4 
ceremonies  recommended  by  oral  tradition^  wt^U 
they  exaked  abore  them,  as  rules  of  greater 
fcaidn.  *  After  the  ftraitcft  fed  of  our  religion/ 
lays  Paul,  ^  I  lived  a  Pharif(;e  f  /  On  the  other 
hand«  the  Publicans  were  quite  different  in  their 
cbara4lert,  bluing  tinduced  neither  with  hypoerify. 
nor  fuperftition^  becaufe  they  made  no  religious^ 
pro£slIion  at  all.  They  were  the  coUedors^  ot  tk& 
public  taxes^  appointed  by  the  Roman  governots,' 
and  extremely  rigorous  in  theu:  cxadions^  as  is 
commonly  pca&ifed  in  conquered  countries,  be 
from  the  feat  of  empire.  Inured  to  ads  of  vio^ 
lence  and  depredation,  they  had  no  regard  to 

chara£ter 
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cbarafter  or  reputation,  fo  that  the  profcffion  it- 
fdf  became  tn&mous  amoi^  the  Jews ;  hence 
Publicans  are  ufually  ranked  with  fmncra,  har- 
lots,  and  heathens,  in  the  gofpel-hiftory.  As  the 
diaradcr  of  a  Pbarifee  in  general  denotes  an 
ovcr-fcrupulous  andprecife  formalift  in  reUgion, 
one  zealous  in  matters  of  little  importaijce.butvery 
defcaivc  in  the  praftice  of  moral  and  cffential 
dtities ;  fo  that  of  a  Publican  fignifics  an  avow- 
ed contemner  of  all  religious  and  moral  obliga- 
tions, who  '  neither  fears  God  nor  regards  man.'. 
Both  thefe  charaOers,  though  diffiirent  from  each 
other,  are  equally  oppofite  to  the  fpirit  of  true 
religion.   It  is  not,  however,  the  defign  of  the 
parable  to  compare  them  together,  as  to  the  dc- 
gree  of  guilt  and  demerit  in  the  fight  of  God 
or  to  decide  whether  the  charafter  of  the  proud 
and  cenforious  hypocrite,  who  ha«  no  more  than 
« the  form  of  godlincfs,'  or  that  of  the  licen- 
tious  profligate,  be.  the.  moft  airainal,  and,  in  Us 
tendency,  moftfubverfiveof  true  piety  and  virtue. 
The  parable  has  a  quite  different  objeft  in  view  ; 
which  is,  to  contrail  the.  charaacr  of  a  penitent 
Publican,  humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  his  former, 
guilt,  and  fupplicating  the  divine  mercy,  with  that 
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bf  d  vain-glorious  Pharifce,  boafting^  of  bis  oWn 
extraordinary  virtues,  and  Jnfulting  beaven  with 
the  pretended  merit  of  his  ferviccs  J  to  point  out 
how  differently  tHey  ftood  in  the  unerring  judg* 
ment  of  God,  and  fuccecded  in  their  religious  ad* 
drcffcs  :  '  I  tell  you,  that  this  man  went  down  to 

*  his  houfe  jullificd  rather  than  the  other ;  for 

*  every  man  that  exaltcth  himfclf  fliall  be  abafedj 

*  and  he  that  humbleth  himfclf  (hall  be  exalt- 

*  ed        This  leads  us  naturally  to  view, 

2dly^  The  divcrfity  of  their  moral  charafter 
and  difpofuion,  as  difplayed  by  their  deportment 
in  the  temple  on  this  occafion,  when  they  were 
both  engaged  in  the  fame  a£t  of  religious  worihip; 
The  proud  and  fupercilious^fpirit  of  the  Pharifec 
is  ttrongly  marked  by  the  very  form  of  his  addrcfs 
to  God^  and  even  in  the  very  pofturc  and  at^ 
titude  in  which  he  placed  himfelf.  It  is  faid^  thae 

*  he  ftood  and  prayed  thus  with  himfclf  or^  as  it 
may  be  rendered^  *  ftandmg  by  himfeif j  he  pray- 

*  cd  thus/  In  another  place,  our  Saviour  rt^ 
marks,  among  other  inftanccs  of  the  vanify  of 
this  arrogant  fcft,  that  •  they  loved  the  upper- 
<  moft  rooms  at  feafts,  and  the  chief  feats  in  the 

*  fynagogues  f  .*    We  fee  the  Pharifce  in  this  pa- 

P  p  p  rable 
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rable  conformed  his  conduft  to  their  cxampfe^ 
taking  his  ftation  in  fotne  confpicuous  part  of  the 
temple,  that  he  might  l>cfcen  of  others,  and  perhaps 
alfo  to  feow  his  contempt  of  the  poor  Publican, 
whom  he  obfcrved,  in  fome  remote  corner,  offer- 
ing up  his  humble  fupplications  to  God.  The 
name  Pharifee',  fignifies  a  feparatift,  or  one  of 
a  fadious  and  divifive  fpirit  in  religion,  who  is 
ready  to  fay  unto  others,  who  arc  not  of  his  fed 
or  party,  •  Stand  by  thyfelf  j  come  hot  near  to 

•  me,  for  I  am  holier  than  thou/  But,  as  his 
fupercilious  pride  and  haughtinefe  appeared  in 
his  very  looks  and  gcfture,  much  more  did 
it  difcover  itfclf  in  the  words  of  bis  addrcfs 
to  God :  « I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not  as  othet 

•  men  are  ;  extortioners,  unjuft,  adulfet^rsy  or 

•  even  as  this  publican  f We'  were,  told,  that 
he  went  up  into  the  temple  to  pray;  but  he 
feems  to  have  quite  forgot  his  errand,  and,  in- 
ftcad  of  afking  any. thing  from  God  in  the  way 
of  boon  or  gift,  he  fums  up  his  addrefs  in  a  vaki- 
gk>rious  difplay  of  his  extraordinary  merit :  Nay, 
he  was  fo  full  of  himfelf,  and  of  his  own  pnufes, 
that  he  feemed  to  think  he  ftood  in  need  of  no- 

tbing. 


t  Yerfc  hu 


(  4«3  ) 

fhing,  not  even  of  the  grace  and  favour  of  God, 
whom  he  rather  confiders  as  his  debtor  on  ac- 
count of  his  uncommon  proficiency  in  religion, 
and  the  great  fcrviccs  he  had  performed.  It  is 
true,  he  begins  his  addrefs  in  the  fpecious  form 
of  a  thankfgiving  to  God  j  bqt  it  is  evidently  a 
mere  compliment  in  words,  without  any  real 
meaning,  and  that  he  had  nothing  lefe  in  view 
than  to  cxprcfs  any  obligation  on  that  account ; 
for,  to  himfelf  alone  he  ajPTum^s  all  the  praife  of 
his  boaftcd  excellence  and  fanftity*  How  very 
different  is  the  language  of  true  piety,  always 
"conjoined  with  humility,  as  exprcffed  by  St  Paul  ? 

*  By  the  grace  of  God,  I  am  what  I  am  ;  aiid  Ws 
i  grace  which  was  bcftowed  on  me  was  not  in 

*  vain ;  but  I  laboured  more  abundantly  than 

*  they  all :  Yet  not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which 
^  was  with  rac  |/  Hc^e  we  difgpycr  the  portrait 
of  a  humble  ^nd  lowly  mind,  a  temper  modeft 
and  unaffuming  j  whereas  the  flight  and  fuper-. 
ficial  acknowledgements  of  the  Plxarifee  bxeathe  a 
*ljpirit  of  haughtinefs  and  prcfumption,  even  ia 
the  prcfencc  of  God.  The  one  magnifies  the 
(Jiyine  grace,  as  the  fourcc  of  every  good  difpor 

6.tip?L^ 
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ikion  which  he  could  lay  claim  to  i  the  oilier 
fers  up  inccnfc  to  his  own  pride  and  vanity, 
without  the  Icaft  refpcdi  to  the' deity  intended. 

But,  to  go  on  with  the  parable,  this  fclf-con- 
ceited  Pharifct  not  only  truftcd  in  himfelf  that 
he  was  righteous,  but  alfo  ^  defpifcd  others 
that  is,  he  added  infolcnce  to  his  vanity  :  *  God, 
*  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not  as  other  men  are, 
5  extortioners,  unjuft,  and  adulterers.  ■  He  fpcaks 
at  firft  in  general  terms,  dcfpifing  all  the  reft  of 
mankind,  thofc  of  his  own  fed  and  party  except- 
ed, as  if  neither  piety  nor  virtue  weje  tp  be  foun4 
beyond  that  narrow  circle^  than  lyhich  no  affer- 
tion  could  be  more  arrpgant  or  uncharitable. 
What  right  or  title  could  he  claim  to  pafs  judg- 
ment on  the  reft  of  mankind,  and  difparage  the 
charader  of  all  his  fellow-creatures  without  dif- 
tindion  ?  Or,  how  could  he  poffibly  know  what 
degrees  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs  others  were 
poficfled  of,  with  whom  he  was  altogether  unac- 
quainted I-  .  But,  what  is  ftill  more  criminal,  his 
pretended  acknowledgements  to  Qod  for  his  c- 
minent  virtue  and  merit,  favoured  of  deadly  ma- 
lice as  well  a$  of  petulance  and  vanity  ;  not  only 
did  he  vilify  them  as  much  inferior  to  himfelf  in  all 
fnoral  and  religious  endowments,  but  ftigmatized 

them 
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them  as  estremely  proflig^c,  and  addided  to  th^ 
groffeft  vices  ;  an  aflettion  fp  bafe  and  prdumpr 
(uous,  aS|  of  itfelf,  affords  a  fufficicnt  proof  of 
the  corruptiqn  and  malignancy  of  his  owh  heart. 
This  is  ftill  more  evident  from  the  invidious, 
cotnpartfon  which  he  ftates  between  himfelf  and 
the;  Publican  whom  he  obferved  in  the  court  of 
the  Qentiles,  deeply  engaged  in  ads  of  real  pe- 
nitence and  contrition.  ]tle  adds^  f  or  even  as 
Mtus  Publican/  pointing  at  him  with  the  finger 
of  pride  in  cruel  deriiion  and  ccmtempt/But  how 
came  this  to  mingle  with  his  thankfgiving  ?  Was 
he  no  kfs  delighted  yrith  contemplating  the  Pu- 
blican's guilt,  than  his  own  fuppofed  excellence  ? 
Or,  did  he  think  it.  a  proper  ihadc  to  let  off  the 
luftre  of  his  boafted  virtues  ?  To  load  a  poor 
penitent  with  bitter  reproaches  for  his  paft  offen- 
ces, which  he  was  heartily  afliamcd  of,  was  a 
condud,  in  the  higheft  degree,  bafe  ixid  unge- 
nerous. 

Let  us  noyf  turn  our  eyes  to  ^hc  Publican, 
whofe  deportment  in  the  temple  exhibits  a  ftri- 
king  contraft  to  that  of  the  Pharifee,  and  is  no ' 
lefs  expredive  of  his  amiable  ^harader  and  dif- 
pofition.  How  profligate  foever  thofe  of  his  pro- 
|cflion  generaDy  were,  or  he  himfelf  had  former- 
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ly  been,  he  ii  now  reprerented  a  fincere  pc^ 
nttenty  deeply  imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  bis  f ollj 
and  wickednefe.  And  we  may  oMerve  in  gene-^ 
ral,  tfaatpcrfonsof  diflblute  morals^  who  have, 
for  fome  time,  run  into  the  exce&  of  riot  and 
centiournefi,  are,  for  the  moft  part,  more  eafilj 
brought  under  conviction  than  Pl^l^^&ical  hypo- 
crite!, who  miftake  their  vices  for  virtues,  and 
think  they  need  no  repentance  or  rc%ious  im- 
provement at  s^ll }  or,  in  other  words^  that  a  con* 
fcience,  ftupified  or  afleep  with  the  fumes  of 
Ibality,  is  more  eafily  awakened  to  ferious  re- 
flcdion  than  one  that  is  totally  perverted  in  its 
moral  fenttmcnt;,  and  views  fpiritual  objefiU, 
through  a  falfe  medium. 

The  prayer  of  the  Publican  is  die  reverfc  of 
the  Pharifee's  addrefs,  being  as  full  of  humility 
as  the  other  was  of  pride  and  oftentation :  Hi^ 
whok  deportment  was  cxprefiive  of  luiaffeded 
modcfty  and  contrition  of  fpirit ;  *  And  the  PuWi* 
*  can  Handing  afar  off  V  that  is,  retiring  to  fome 
more  diftant  and  obfcure  corner  of  the  tempte, 
removed  from  his  fdlow-wor&ippers,  as  unwor- 
thy tp  mingle  bis  devotion  with  thtkty  and,  per- 

hap«» 
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iiaps^  afraid  of  gWing  o0encc  to  this  HipercUiou^ 
Pbarifce,  who  w^s  proclaiming  aloud  his  own 
praifes,  under  the  fpecious  form  of  a  |:b;^nkfgiving 
to  God.  It  is  further  faid  of  the  Publics^n^  ^  he 
^  would  not  So  much  as  lift  up  l^is  eyes  (o  bcavci)/ 
is  one  afliamed  to  a0c  any  thicg  from  Cod,  and 
deeply  fenfible  of  his  ill  defert.  The  gutwap4 
dejedion  of  his  countenance  was  a  nfktur^l  indi-« 
nation  of  the  imvard  depreiTion  of  hk  fpirit, 
D^hich  overwhelmed  him  on  thia  occaf^on«  It  i|  ad- 
ded, that  *  be  fmotc  upon  his  bread/  conXcious 
of  the  many  pollutions  which  }p(|g^  there» 
expreifing  a  juft  indignation  againll  himtblf  on 
account  of  them«  We  have  nejft  >hi»  fiiort  p^r 
thetic  prayer,  whigh,,  with  deep  humility  and 
contrition  of  foul,  be  at  length  poured  out  before 
his  Maker  :  *  God,  be  merciful  to  me  a  finacr/ 
Fear  and  Jhamc  prevented  his  faying  nauch| 
fighs  and  groans  fwallowed  up  his  words^  and 
Ipoke  the  rcft^  Ihe  Pharifee's  addrefs  confiftcd 
of  many  partic\il5ir5j  and  contained  various  to» 
pics  of  declamation  in  jM-aifc  of  bimfclf,  fetting 
forth  how  much  God  and  mankind  were  indebt- 
ed to  him  for  wb3t  be  was^  and  for  what  he 
had  dpne.  But  the  prayer  of  the  Publican  is 
one  concife  and  earneft  fupplication  for  mercy, 

and 


aind  was  probably  repeated  again  and  again,  ii 
his  (irft  ^d  lad  requeft.  He  looks  not  abroad; 
but  confines  his  whole  attention  to  his  own  de- 
plorable  condition,  while  in  a  ftatc  of  enmity 
with  God.  He  neither  accufes  any  one  befides 
himfelf,  nor  alledges  any  thing  in  his  own  behalf 
to  extenuate,  far  left  to  vindicate  his  pad  bffen-: 
ces.  The  language  of  his  penitential  prayer  and 
confeflion,  is  fimilar  to  that  of  Job  :    ^  Behold,  I 

*  am  vile,  what  fhall  1  anfwer  thee  ?   I  will  lay 

•  mine  hand  upon  my  mouth  The  Pharifcc 
had  infifted  much  on  his  fadings,  and  tytbings; 
and  alms-givings ;  but  the  Publican  difclaiins  all 
pretenlions  to  refuge,  and  flics  to  the  mercy  of 
God  as  his  only  merit ;  like  Job,  be,  as  it  were, 
catches  hold  of  the  altar,  fully  determined,  if  be 
muft  die,  to  die  there.  Thus  David  addrcffes 
God  ;  *  For  thy  name's  fake,  O  Lord,  pardon 
^  mine  iniquity,  for  it  is  great  f / 

The  parable  having  thus  defcribed  the  oppofitef 
tharafters  and  difpofitions  of  the  two  fuppHcants, 
as  indicated  by  their  deportment  in  the  temple,* 
next  informs  us  of  their  different  fuccefs  and  ac 
ceptance  with  God :  f  I  tell  yoti,  this  man  went 

*  down 
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*  down  to  his  houfe  juftified  rather  than  the  o- 
ther/  This  was  the  vcrdift  of  Heaven,  howe- 
ver the  parties  thetnfelvesor  the  world  might  dif- 
fent  from  the  judgment :  '  For  the  Lord  feeth 

*  not  as  man  feeth  j  for  man  lookethon  the  out-  * 

*  ward  appearance,  but  the  Lord  lookcth  on  the 

*  heart  f/ 

As  to  the  religious  addrefs  of  the  Pharifee 
being  rejcded,  in  general,  we  may  obfcrvc,  that, 
of  all  the  vicious  qualities  which  corrupt  tlie  heart 
of  man,  there  is  none  more  offcnfivc  to  God,  or 
injurious  to  mankind,  than  pride  or  fcif-conceit, 
by  which  we  afcribc  to  ourfelve^  cxccilencies  we  ' 
do  not  poffcfs,  or  over-rate  thole  which  we  do  ; 
and,  when  this  arrogance  and  fupercilioufnefs  of 
difpofition  enters  into  our  religious  charader,  it 
acquires  a  ftill  greater  degree  of  malignity,  and 
partakes  no  lefs  of  impiety  than  folly.  *  Pride,* 
fays  the  fon  of  Sirach,  '  is  hateful  before  God 

*  and  man.  The  beginning  of  pride  is  when  one 

*  departcth  from  God,  and  his  heart  is  turned  a- 
'  w?iy  from  his  Maker  j  for  pride  is  the  beginning 

*  of  fin,  and  he  that  hath  it  fhall  pour  out  abo- 

*  mination/    And  again,  *  Pride  was  not  made 

Q^q  q  *  for 
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*  for  man  Pride  call  down  the  angels  from 
their  excellency,  and  ftripped  man  of  his  inno- 
cence ;  it  robs  God  of  the  glory  due  to  his  name, 
by  fctting  up  a  falfe  deity  within  our  own  breaft, 
and  burning  inccnfe  to  ourfelves  on  this  unhallow- 
ed altar.  Spiritual  pride  is  the  fource  alfo  of  innu- 
merable niifchiefs  to  fociety.  It  renders  men  fac- 
tious and  froward,  inquifitive,  and  quick  to  dif- 
ccrn  faults,  or  even  infirmities,  in  others,  and  dlf- 
pofed  to  magnify  and  aggravate  them  beyond 
the  truth ;  like  thofc  dcfcribed  by  the  prophet, 

*  who  fay,  Stand  by  thyfelf,  come  not  near  to  nie, 
^  for  I  am  holier  than  thou  :  Thefe  arc,'  faith  God, 

*  a  fmoke  in  my  nofe,  a  fire  that  burneth  all  .thc 
'  day  f  /  As  '  charity  thinketh  no  evil,'  fo  pride 
thinkcth  no  good.  Envy,  dctradion,  flander, 
are  as  food  and  clothing  to  fclf-righteous  perfon's; 
and  they  never  fail  to  build  their  own  reputation 
on  the  ruins  of  others.  -All  this  we  fee  ftrongly 
exemplified  in  the  deportment,  and  even  in  the 
devotion  of  the  Pharifee. 

Although  the  virtues  which  the  Pharifee  fo 
proudly  bbafted  of  had  been  real,  yet  his  over- 
rating them  in  fo  high  a  degree,  was  enough  to 

debafe 
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dcbafc  them ;  but,  alas !  they  were  only  coun- 
terfeit, fhowy,  and  fupcrficial ;  they  had  little  in- 
trinfic  worth  or  value,  far  Icfs,  indeed,  than  he 
fondly  imagined. 

I.  We  may  obferve  that  this  Pharifcc*s  whole 
pretenfions  to  merit  were  grounded  on  an  invidi- 
ous comparifon  of  himfelf  with  others,  whom  he 
reprefented  as  wicked  and  profligate :  '  I  am  not 

*  as  other  men  are ;  or  even  as  this  Publican/ 
Nothing  can  be  more  deceitful  than .  to  form  a 
judgment  of  ourfelves  by  confidering,  not  fo  much 
what  manner  of  perfons  we  ought  to  be,  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  of  duty  enjoined  us,  as  what  we 
arc  in  refpeft  of  others,  more  guilty  than  our- 
felves. Of  what  advantage  can  their  faults  or 
their  failings  be  to  us  ?  or  how  are  we  the  bet- 
ter  that  others  are  to  be  found  more  worthlefs 
than  ourfelves  ?  Judgment  will  not  pafs  upon  us 
according  to  the  ftandard  of  other  men's  virtue, 
but  according  to  the  law  of  God,  which  is  '  holy, 

*  juft,  and  good/  *  Every  man  fliall  bear  his  own 

*  burden.* 

But  what  though  the  Pharifee  could  affcrt  with 
truth  that  he  had  not,  in  time  paft,  lived  fo  cri- 
minal a  life  as  this  Publican  ?  It  was  a  poor  fqr^ 
pcriority,  from  which  he  could  derive  little  ho- 

nour, 
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nour,  and  by  which  he  threw  an  invidious  and 
ungenerous  reflection  on  his  neighbour.  The 
queftion  was  not  what  the  Publican  had  former- 
ly been^  but  what  he  was  now  become,  after 
fuch  a  change  of  charader  and  difpofition,  as  a 
lincere  and  unaffedcd  repentance  had  produced, 
This  prefcnted  him  a  very  different  perfon  in  the 
fight  of  God,  as  the  fcquel  of  tne  parable  informs 
us,  and  fhouid  have  done  fo  likcwife  in  the  eyes 
of  this  cenfot  ious  Pharifee.  He  had  no  reafon, 
in  this  view,  to  thank  God  that  he  was  not  as 
this  Pubfican,  but  rather  to  be  afliamed  on  that 
account.  In  what  terms  of  beautiful  irony  does 
the  apoftle  expofe  the  pride  and  hypocrify  of  fome 
faife  brethren  in  the  church  of  Corinth,  who,  by 
fimilar  arts,  ftudicd  to  recommend  tljiemfelves, 
and  difplay  their  own   merit  to  his  prejudice ! 

*  For  we  dare  not  make  oui^felvcs  of  the  number, 

*  or  compare  ourfelves  with  fome  that  commend 

*  themfelvcs  ;  but  they,  meafurlng  themfelves  by 
«  themfelvcs,  and  comparing  themfelvcs  among 

*  themfelvcs,  are  nOt  wife  ^.^   Had  this  J?harifee 
viewed  himfelf  in  a  proper  point  of  light,  he  had 
as  little  ground  of  boafl:ing  as  thofe  corrupt  teach- 
es? 

♦  2  Cor,  X.  tz. 
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crs,  who,  in  like  manner,  endeavoured  to  build 
their  reputation  on  the  ruin  of  the  apoftle's  cha- 
rafter  and  the  fubverfion  of  his  miniftry. 

2.  The  only  vices  which  thePharifec  dirdaims 
in  hitnfelf,  and  charges  againft  the  PubUcan,  are 
of  the  moft  atrocious  kind,  fuch  as  indicate  a 
charadter  of  extreme  corruption  and  profligacy, 
namely,  adultery,  extortion,  and  injuftice.  But 
where  was  the  great  merit  of  this  negative  righ- 
tcoufnefs,  when  he  could  only  exculpate  himfelf 
from  crimes  of  the  firft  magnitude,  fuch  as  ex- 
pofe  the  perpetrators  to  the  indignant  cenfure 
and  condemnation  of  mankind   in   general  ? 
.  Thefe  are  afts  of  fo  grofs  a  nature,  fo  (hameful 
.  and  opprobrious,  that  they  (hun  the  light,  and 
wifh  to  conceal  themfelves  in  the  (hades  of  darknefs 
and  obfcurity.    How  emphatical  and  truly  de- 
fcriptive  are  the  words  of  Job  !  *  1  he  eye  of  the 

*  adulterer  waiteth  for  the  twilight,  faying.  No 

*  eye  fhall  fee  me,  and  difguifeth  his  face  :  In  the 

*  dark  they  dig  through  houfes,  which  they  had 

*  marked  for  themfelves  in  the  day-time  ;  they 
«  know  not  the  light  j  the  morning  is  to  them  as 
^  the  ihadow  of  death  ;  if  one  know  them  they 
«  are  in  the  terrors  of  the  fliadow  pf  death 

Many^ 
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Many,  indeed,  arc  reftraincd  from  fuch  enormi- 
ties, by  the  dread  of  reproach  and  puQllhment, 
and  from,  other  confiderations,  in  which  religion 
and  conference  have  no  (hare.  Adultery  and 
extortion,  without  doubt,  are  crimes  of  the  dcep- 
cft  guilt  in  the  fight  of  God  ;  but,  arc  not  fpiri- 
tual  pride,  and  rafli  judgment,  efpccially  wben 
accompanied  with  envenomed  calumny  and  de- 
famation, alfo  highly  offcnfive  to  him  ?  *  Though 

*  God  be  high,  yet  he  hath  refped  unto  the  low- 

*  ly,  but  the  proud  he  knoweth  afar  off      *  Judge 

*  not/  fays  our  Lord,  *  that  ye  be  not  judged  ; 

*  for  with  what  judgment  yc  judge,  ye  fhall  be 

*  judged  ;  and  with  what  meafure  ye  mete,  it  fhall 

*  be  meafurcd  to  you  again  f  /  If  the  Pharifccs 
were  not  chargeable  with  ads  of  lawlcfs  violence 
and  oppreffion,  did  they  not  carry  oh  their  ielfifli 
and  fordid  fchemes  by  the  kcxct  arts  of  fraud 
and  cunning,  and  under  the  fpecious  malk  of  re- 
ligion ?  *  Wo  unto  you,  ScribicS  and  Pharifces,  hy- 
'  pocrites,  for  ye  devour  widows  houfes,  and^  for 
<  a  pretence,  make  iQng  prayers ;  tbcrefprc  ye 
«  fliall  receive  the  greater  damnation  }/ 

Having 
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Having  thus  confidered  his  plea  of  merit,  on 
account  of  his  abftinence  from  groffer  pollutions, 
let  us  now  examiine  his  prctenfions,  founded  on 
the  importance  and  value  of  his  religious  fervices : 

*  I  faft  twice  in  the  week  ;  I  give  tythes  of  all  that 

*  I  poffefs  f /  In  fhefc  two  articles,  the  pofitivc 
part  of  his  boafted  nghteoufncfs  confided  ;  but, 
however  fpecibus  in  appearance,  they  will  be 
founds  on  impartial  inquiry,  void  of  all  real  Worth 
and  excellence,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
confiderations. 

1 .  Thcfc  aflts  of  religious  obedience  are  fuch, 
that  there  is  no  great  difficulty  in  the  performance 
of  them,  and  arc  often  performed  with  great  ex- 
aShcfs  by  perfons  dcftitute  of  fubftantial  piety 
and  virtue.  While  they  deceive  thepifelves  ^nd 
the  wbrtd  by  an  exterior  fhew  of  devotion  and 
charity,  their  corrupt  lufts  remain  in  full  vigour, 
unniortified  and  unfubducd  in  their  breads.  This 
was  remarkably  verified  in  the  charadter  of  this 
Pharifce  ;  for,  amidft  all  this  parade  ctf  frequent 
fafling  and  player,  his  heart  was  never  humbled 
before  God,  but  teemed  with  pride,  avarice,  afid 
ambition.  It  is,  indeed,  eaficr  to  retrench  a  m^al 
than  to  fubdiic  a  fmgle  luft,  and  to  repeat  man^pray- 

"  crs 
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crs  than  to  attain  one  ncccflary  virtue.  Formal  hy- 
pocrites are  ready  to  exceed  in  thefe  voluntary 
fcverities,  onpurpofe  to  conceal  their  fecret  vices, 
and  to  acquire  a  reputation  for  fuperior  fan3ity 
and  devotion.  Thus,  fuppofing  *  gain  tobegod- 
*  linefs,*  they  proftitute  religion  to  promote  their 
own  fclfifli  and  mercenary  views. 

2.  All  external  a  As  of  piety  in  general,  even 
when  done  from  the  pureft  motives  of  obediencr, 
are  but  fecondary  and  inftrumental  duties  of  re- 
ligion, and  of  no  real  value,  unlefs  in  as  far  as 
they  prove  conducive  to  the  important  purpofcs 
of  their  divine  inftitution.  The  diftinftion  be- 
tween the  means  and  the  end,  is  in  no  cafe  more 
neceflary  to  be  attended  to  than  in  the  concerns 
of  religion.  The  one  is  cffcntial  to  our  happi- 
nefs,  the  other  is  intended  as  an  aid  to  promote 
it.  Thefe  outward  duties  are  more  properly  to 
be  confidered  as  helps  to  make  men  good  and 
religious,,  than  as  parts  of  goodncfs  itfclf.  If, 
therefore,  our  prayers,  however  frequently  re- 
peated, and  our  fadings,  however  ftridly  obfer- 
ved,  do  not  prove  effeftual  to  make  us  wifer  and 
better  Chriftians,  by  mortifying  our  corrupt  lufts, 
and  improving  our  virtues,  they  degenerate  into 
mere  ads  of  fuperftition,  and  arc  no  Icfs  unpro- 
fitable 
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fitabie  to  merijthah  unacceptable  to  God.  *  Excr- 

*  cifc  thyfclf  unto  godlincfs/  faith  the .  apoftle, 
'  for  bodily  cxcrcifc  profiteth  little ;  but  godli- 

*  ncfs  is  profitable  unto  all  things,  having  promifc 

*  of  the  life  that  now  is,  as  well  as  of  that  which 
'  is  to  come :  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  wor*- 
'  thy  of  nil  acceptation  ^/  The  fame  obfcrvation 
may  be  extended  to  all  the  other  inftru mental 
duties  of  religion,  fuch  as  reading  and  hearing 
the  word  of  God,  partaking  of  the  Lord's  fup- 
pcr,  and  the  like ;  if  they  do  not  ferve  to  im- 
prove us  in  the  knowledge  and  praftice  of  the 
cffential  duties  of  religion ;  in  love  to  God  and 
fccncvolcnce  to  mankind  ;  in  juftice,  temperance, 
humility,  and  fuch  like  virtues,  they  amount 
only  to  *  a  form  of  godlincfs,'  without  fub- 
ftance  or  folidity.  It  is  equally  abfurd  and 
impious,  to  attempt  to  plcafe  God  by  flat- 
tering words  and  empty  profciGons  of  regard, 
while  the  general  tenor  of  our  conduct  plainly 
difcovers  the  enmity  of  pur  hearts  to  him,  and 
difaffcdion  to  his  righteous  government.  In  a 
word,  the  primary  duties  of  religion  are  fubfcr- 
vicnt  to  no  higher  attainments  j  whereas  every 

R  r  r  thing 
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th\n^  clfe  which  belongetb  to  the  imuierfiatc^ 
worfhip  of  God  and  the  fervice  of  rcFgion/is  ap-^ 
pointed  as^  means  to  promote  them.  When  any 
competition, therefore, or  interference  fliaii  happen 
to  take  place  between  the  moral  and  pofitive  du- 
ties of  religien,  the  latter  muft  always  give  place 
to  the  former.  *  For,*  faith  God,  *  1  dcfircd  mercy 

*  and  not  facrifice,  and  the  knowledge  of  God 
'  more  than  burnt-oflFering  1  his  is  a  fen- 
timcnt  frequently  inculcated  by  the  facred  writers, 
and  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  as  meriting  the  high- 
eft  attention,  namely,  that,  when  a  pun&tlioas 
obfervancc  of  ritual  fervices,  though  of  divine  in- 
ftituticn,  is  not  only  feparated  from,  but  even 
fubftitutcd  in  place  of  inwaid  piety,  and  the  duties 
of  morality,  it  is  of  no  account  in  the  fight  of 
God.  '  To  what  purpofe  is  the  multitude  of 
«  your  facrificcs  ?  faith  the  Lord  :  I  am  full  of 

*  the  burnt -oflfcrings  of  rams,  and  the  fat  of  fed 

*  beafts.    I  delight  not  in  the  blood  of  bullocks, 

*  or  of  lambs,  or  of  he-goats :  Bring  no  more 
«  vain  oblations :  Incenfe  is  an  abomination  unto 

*  me  ;  the  ncw>'moons  and  Sabbaths,  and  the 

*  calling  of  affemblies  I  cannot  away  with  ;  it  is 

'  ini- 
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*  iniquity,  even  the  folcmn  meeting.  Your  new- 

*  moons  and  appointed  feafls,  my  foul  hateth ; 

*  they  arc  a  trouble  unto  me  ;  1  am  weary  to  bear 

*  them.  'When  ye  fpread  forth  your  hands,  I  will 

*  hide  mine  eyes  from  you  ;  yea,  when  yc  make 
'  many  prayers,  I  wil!  not  hear :  Your  hands  are 

*  full  of  blood.  Wafli  ye,  make  ye  clean  ;  put  a- 
'  way  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine 
'  eyes  ;  ceafe  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well ;  Re- 

*  lieve  the   oppre{red ;   judge  the    fatherlefs  ; 

*  plead  for  the  widow*/  To  this  v/e  (hall  only 
add  that  beautiful  paffage  in  the  book  of  Mi- 
cah  ;  a  ftrid^  zealot  for  the  ceremonial  law  is  re- 
prcfented  as  putting  the  queftion  to  the  prophet, 

*  Wherewith  (hall  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and 
^  bow  myfelf  before  ,thc  mofl.  high  God  ?  fliall  I 

*  come  before  him  with  bi;rnt-ofFt rings,  with  calves 
<  of  a  year  old  ?'  He  adds,  by  a  bold  and 
ftrikmg  hyperbole,  *  Will  the  Lord  be  picafed 
^  with  thoufands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thoufand 

*  rivers  of  oil?  Shall  I  give  my  firil-born  for  my 
'  tranfgreffions  ;  the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the  fin 
^  of  my  foul  V  To  which  the  prophet  anfwers  in 
the  name  of  God  ;  '  He  hath  fiicwed  thee,0  man, 

'  what 
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*  what  is  good  :  And  what  doth  the  Lord  require 
^  of  thee,  but  to  dojuftly,  to  love  mercy,  and 

♦  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God 

3.  When  the  mind  is  too  much  occupied  with 
ritual  obfervances,  it  is  apt  to  abate  our  zeal  in  the 
purfuitof  more  important  objects,  the  improvement 
of  the  heart  and  aSe£tions,  and  the  acquifition  of 
folid  virtue.  Perfons  of  this  chara£i:er,  attached 
as  they  generally  are,  to  (how  and  Angularity, 
are  cafily  impofed  upop  by  their  own  imagina- 
tions,  and  apt  to  deviate  into  falfe  and  dangerous 
courfcs,  by  placing  religion  in  things  foreign  to 
its  naturae  and  defign :  Thus,  by  fubftituting 
fome  voluntary  aufterities  peculiar  to  themfelves, 
in  place  of  true  holinefs  and  virtue,  they  come 
at  length  to  defpifc  it,  bccaufe  lefs  pompous  or 
ftriking  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  Such  pcrfons 
are  very  apt  to  conclude,  that  a  pun^ilious  ex- 
aftnefs  in  thofe  external  fervices,  which  immedi-r 
^tely  refpea  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  the  duties 
of  the  firft  table  of  the  law,  will  be  deemed  a  fuffir 
cient  compcnfation  for  many  violations  of  oioral 
duty  CMjoined  by  the  fecond  ;  efpccially  when,  in 
the  natural  progrefs  of  this  error,  they  endeavour 

tQ 
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to  increafc  the  merit  of  fuch  fervlccs,  by  many 
additional  obfervanoes  of  human  iitvention.  All 
this  was  ftrongly^  exemplified  in  the  conduft  of 
the  Jcwifh  Pharifccs,as  defcribed  by  our  Saviour, 
^\Vo  urto  you,  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  hypo- 
'  critcs  ;  for  ye  pay  tythe  of  mint,  anifc,  and  cum- 
^  min,  and  have  omitted  the  weightier  matters  of 

•  the  law,  judgment,  mercy  and  faith  ;  thefe 

♦  things  ought  ye  to  have  done,  and  not  have  left 
^  the  other  undone^  ,*  In  like  manner,  the  prophet 
Ifaiah  fevcrely  inveighs  againft  the  hypocrify  of 
the  pepolc  in  his  time,  with  refpeft  to  religious 
fading :    *  Behold  ye  faft  for  ftrife  and  debate, 

♦  and  to  fmite  with  thd  fift  of  wickedncfs.  Is  it 
^  fuch  a  faft  as  I  have  chofen  ?  a  day  for  a  man  to 

♦  afflia  his  foul  i  Is  it  to  bow  down  his  head  like  a 
^  bulrufli,  and  to  fpread  fackcloth  under  him  ? 

*  Wilt  thou  call  this  a  faft  and  an  acceptable  day 

*  to  the  Lord  ?   Is  not  this  the  faft  that  I  have 

*  chofen  ?  to  loofc  the  bands  of  wickednefs  j  to 
^  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  and  to  let  the  oppref- 

*  fed  go  free,  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke  ?  Is  it 
«  not  to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry,  and' that 

♦  thou  bring  the  poor  that  are  caft  out  to  thy 

«houfe? 
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<  houfe  ?  When  thou  feed  the  naked,  that  thou 

*  cover  him ;  and  that  thou  hide  not  thyfclf  from 

*  thine  own  flcfli  ?'  To  the  fame  purpofe  Zccha^ 
riah  is  commanded '  to  fpeak  unto  all  the  people 

*  of  the  land,  and  to  the  priefts,  faying.  When  ye 

*  fafted  and  mourned  in  the  feventh  month,  even 

*  thofe  fevcnty  years,  did  ye  at  all  faft  unto  mc, 

*  even  unto  me  ?  Thug  fpeaketh  the  Lord  of 

*  holls,  faying,  Execute  true  judgment,  and  flicw 

*  mercy  and  compalGon  every  man  to  his  bro^ 

*  ther  :  And  opprcfs  not  the  widow,  nor  the 

*  fatherl  fs  j  the  ftranger,  nor  the  poor  ;  and 

*  let  none  of  you  imagine  evil  againft  his  brother 

*  in  your  heart.*  The  plain  meaning  of  thefe  fo- 
lemn  declarations  is,  that  the  exadcft  perform-, 
ance  of  the  external  duties  of  religious  worfliip 
will  not  avail  us,  nor  prove  acceptable  to 
God,  when  not  accompanied  with  the  pra£lice  of 
thofe  duties  we  owe  to  our  brethren  of  mankind. 
He  who  enjoined  the  former,  enjoined  alfa  the 
latter;  what,  therefore,  Grod  hath  joined  together^ 
let  no  m;in  put  afundcr.  Outward  expreffions 
of  homage,  without  obedience  to  his  moral  laws„ 
are  but  the  fliat^ow  of  loyalty,  a  bafc  attempt 
to  cover  infult  with  flattery  i  to  fubvcrt  his  au- 
thority 


(  3<^  > 

thorlty  under  the  infidtous  pretext  of  doing  hini 
|>erfonaI  honour  and  refpe£t« 
This  naturally  leads  us  to  confidcr  the  laft  branch 
of  the  parable,  viz.  The  high  eftiinatkm  of  the 
temper  and  prayer  of  the  Publican  in  the  judg- 
ment of  God  :  '  I  tell  you,  that  this  man  went 
*  down  to  hi€  houfe  juftified  rather  than  the  o- 
« thcr  ^/  The  pompous  addrefa  of  the  Pharifcc 
in  the  form  of  thank%iving,  fo  far  from  being 
acceptable,  \ras  an  abomination  to  the  Lord, 
being  the  mere  froth  of  pride,  folly,  and  falfliood  ^ 
for,  inftead  of  prefenting  any  humble  petition  for 
the  mercy  and  favour  of  God,  as  already  obfer* 
ted,  he  came  to  the  houfe  of  prayer,  to  make  a 
vain  difplay  of  his  boafted  virtues,  and  to  remind 
the  almighty  of  rhe  merit  of  his  paft  fervices. 
The  Publican,  on  the  contrary,  came,  in  the  fpirif 
of  true  humility,  to  fpread  hisr  fins  and  forrows 
before  the  throne  of  mercy  j  to  fupplicate  the  di- 
vine forgiyencfs,  which  he  obtained  ;  and,  in  pro- 
portion as  he  was  yi!e  in  his  own  eyes,  he  was 
exalted  in  the  fight  of  God.  Our  Saviour  affares 
us,  that  this  preference  was  perfedlly  agreeable 
to  an  invariable  principle  or  maxim  of  the  divine 

adminiftration: 
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iftdminiilration:  *  For  every  one  that  exaltcth  liim- 

*  fclf  (hall  be  abafcd  ^  and  he  that  humbleth  him- 

*  fclf  (hall  be  exalted.  The  feme  important 
truth  is  frequently  ailerted  in  other  places  of 
fcripture  :  '  Thus  faith  the  high  and  lofty  One 

*  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whofe  name  is  Holy,  I 
^  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place  $  with  him  al- 

*  fo  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit,  to 

*  irevivethc  fpirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the 

*  heart  of  the  contrite  ones^/  And,  fays  So- 
lomon^ •  Better  it  is  to  be  of  a  humble  fpirit 

*  with  the  lowly,  than  to  divide  the  fpoil  with  the 

*  ftrong  Y    The  apoftle  Peter  exhorts  Chriftians 

*  to  be  clothed  with  humility  j  for  God,*  fays  he, 

*  refiftcth  the  proud,  and  giveth  grace  to  the 
'  humble.  Humble  yourfclves  under  the  mighty 

*  hand  of  God,  that  he  may  exalt  you  in  due  fea-* 

*  fon.J.*  To  conclude,  as  there  is  no  difpofition 
of  the  heart  more  oflfenSve  and  hateful  to  God 
than  pride,  as  hath  been  already  fliown  ;  fo 
there  is  no  grace  more  amiable,  no  virtue  more 
acceptable,  than  humility.  The  more  deeply  fcn- 
fible  we  are  of  our  ignorance,  depravity,  and  guilt, 
the  more    readily  we  will  obey  the  invitation 

of 
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of  the  gofpel,  and  receive  it  as  *  a  faithful  faying, 
*  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation/  Humility  dif- 
pofcs  us  to  give  glory  to  God,  by  acquiefcing, 
with  becbming  modefty,  in  the  difcoverics  of  hi$ 
will,  and  with  chearful  fubmiflion  in  the  difpen^* 
fations  of  his  providence.  It  lays  men  open  to 
conyidion  and  re{}roof,  renders  thetn  meek  and 
willing  to  be  in(lru£ted,  patient  under  injuries, 
ready  to  forgivje,  and  to  be  reconciled.   It  is  the 
native  foil,  where  the  principles  of  genuine  wifdom 
and  piety  take  root,  and  produce  their  precious 
fruits  :  It  gives  ftrength  and  beauty  to  all  other 
virtues,  whicfi,  without  it,  ^  arc  only  fliadows  of 
true  goodncftr   Iri  a  word,  humility  is  a  fpeciai 
recommendation  of  our  prayers  •  to^God,  by  lay- 
ing our  hearts  open  to  thofe  divine  influences 
from  above,  which  are  neceffary  to,  give  religious 
inftrudion  its  full  ef&cacyfor  our  fpiritual  im- 
provement ;    to  ftrengthen  us  againit  tempta- ' 
tions,  and  to  fupport  us  under  trials,  until  at 
length  we  finifli  our  courfe  with  joy,  and  receive 
a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 


FINIS 


T&e  reader  is  intreated  to  coVrtBt  iht  foUc^m]^  ttrots: 

V  - 

3»  Use  5»  for  uafortuiute,  nad  imporcaoatff. 

8»*  19.  for  defiret,  devioei. 

'S4^  213.  fot  cre|>t,       cM^/  ' 

^*  .  f •  £w  itl:If ^  rc<M/ UMfimicfares; 

»SX«  24.  read  fbcare  in  his  own  breaft* 

4||.  X^  for  moiiriiiag»rAfi<jnQrnariDg'* 

4A8«  14.  for  refuge,  read  maiu 


